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FINDING OF EMERGENCY

At the March 2005 Board of Game meeting, the Board adopted a proposal to revise the legal
method of harvest (to allow firearms) for hunting small game in the Skilak Loop special

‘management area of Kenai National Wildlife Refuge in Game Management Unit 15(A) from

October 1 to March 1 annually.

The US Fish and Wildlife Service adopted a comprehensive conservation plan for Kenai

- Nationa] Wildlife Refuge in 1985 and a step-down plan for Skilak Loop in 1987 thatpromotes

wildlife viewing. The Service is in the process of revising the 1985 refuge plan, but, at the time
of the Board’s action, had not anticipated dstailed revisions to the Skilak Loop managemernt

plan.

Subsequent to the March meeting, three actions by the Service created additional factors that
necessitate emergency action by the Board to repeal or delay the implementation of the provision
to allow use of firearms for small game hunting beginning October 1, 2005: :

(1) In July 2003, the Service decided to preempt the Board’s new regnlation by drafting a
permanent Federal regulation closing the Skilak Loop area to the use of firearms. Thus,
State and Federal regulations will be in direct conflict. However, the Service has agreed
to delay adoption of this closure regulation, pending ths plannin g process outlined below,
if the Board acts to withdraw or delay implerhentation of its regulation

(2) During FY 2005, the Service acquired a road grader and is seeking funding for additional
improvements and maintenance of the Skilak Loop road. Tn August 2005, the state
Department of Transportation committed to transfer the Skilak Loop road right-of-way
and related spurs to the Service, after which the Service will be responsible for road
maintenance. With fimding possibilities for the refuge facilities maintenance in the
recently passed Transportation Bill, the Service will be sesking grants to acquire the $20
million funding needed to upgrade and pave Skilak Loop road as well as condnet year-
aronnd maintenance, The transfer and increased maintenance is anticipated soon, while

. the upgrade may take a few years. The Board of Game had not anticipated the likelihood
of year-round use of the road when the regulation was adopted. e
(3) On August 30, 2005, based on numerons suggestions for additional wildlife viewing and
hunting opportunities in the vicinity of Skilak Loop road, the Service decided to prioritize
- updating the 1987 Skilak Loop step-down special management plan. This process will be
« cooperative with the Department of Fish and Game and will evaluate mrmerous options
. and 16visions for management of wildlife viewing, unting, and trapping. The resulting
" ' management plan revisions will likely entail additional proposals to the Board of Game
- for revisions to.current hunting and trapping regulations. The resulting plan will then be

o % - rolled into the revision of the refige compiehensive conservation plan. This process is

" likelyto lead to additional conflicts with the Board’s recently-adopted regulation.
“. "™ Collectively; these three changes create a' sitnation that the Board cqheludes must be dealt
- ith on an emergency basis, for the immediafe preservation of the public welfare. Unless
" the'Board’s regulation is immediately withdrawn or delayed, the public will be faced with
’ gonflicting regulations and a highly desirable planning process will be jeopardized. -
" Moreover, 1ses are likely to change in unforéseen ways as the road changes to year-round
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use. The Board hereby finds that an emergency exists, and that the attached regulatory
change must take effect immediately.

The Board of Game desires to delay implementation of the state’s humting with firearm
regulation in order to allow maximum consideration of wide-ranging public use and species
management options in the Skilak Loop area, anticipated to be completed and adopted fhrough a
full public process by spring of 2006. This action allows for timely and full consideration of the
recent information concetning federal and state actions that arose subsequent to the March 2005

Board mesting and averts unilateral federal rulemaking,

ORDER CERTIFYING ADOPTION

1 certify that the Board of Game, under the anthority of AS 16.05 255 and AS 16.05.258, adopted
at its Sept. 7, 2005, meeting the attached 2 pages of regulation changes as emergency re gula’uons
1o take effect immediately upon filing by the lieutenant governor as provided in

AS 44.62.180(3).

This action is ot expected 1o require an increased appropriation. .

DATE: 5/’/2’/75

. Tiwheaun, Alaska .
%/%ﬂw——

~ McKie C ell, Commissioner
Alaska Deparnnent of Fish and Game

E ILN G CERTIFICATION

| ﬁsse 1T Kelly

I, Loren Leman, Licutenant Govemor for the State of Alaska, certify that on Sep'\-emim_r 1R,
2003, , at 4:03 p .m., I filed the attached regnlations accordmg to the provisions

,ér%/

oren Leman,/Tientepéht Governor

of AS 44.62.040 — 44.62.120.

Effective: SEP J?; ZOOS .

Register: (76 TAN 2006 .




