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2023:
~500mi2
60 Brown bears
3 Wolves

2023:
~700mi2
34 Brown bears
5 Black Bears
2 Wolves
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2023:
~500mi2
60 Brown bears
3 Wolves

2023:
~700mi2
34 Brown bears
5 Black Bears
2 Wolves

2024:
~530mi2
81 Brown bears
3 Wolves

4

Early Wolf Removal
3,700mi2
11 Wolves
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2023 Total:
1200mi2
94 Brown bears
5 Black bears
5 Wolves

2024 Total:
530mi2
81 Brown bears
14 Wolves
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Population and Harvest Objectives

2024 Results

Population: 30,000–80,000  14,846 ± 630
Harvest: 2,400–8,000      N/A

Amount Necessary for Subsistence (ANS): 2,100–2,400
Customary & Traditional Use: Positive
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ANS: 2,100 – 2,400

Harvest Objective:
2,400 – 8,000
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IM Law

Current IM Obj.

MCH IM Program

8

ANS: 2,100 – 2,400

Harvest Objective:
2,400 – 8,000

IM Finding

SG0
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ANS: 2,100 – 2,400

Harvest Objective:
2,400 – 8,000

Harvest Objective has not been met since 2003
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ANS: 2,100 – 2,400

Harvest Objective:
2,400 – 8,000

ANS has not been met since 2004

Harvest Objective has not been met since 2003

9

10



6

11

12

103 bears/1,000 mi2

Walsh et al 2010.
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Maintain >25,000 Adults
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Previous IM Objective:
100,000 – 150,000
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Population objective hasn’t been met since 2008
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Previous IM Objective:
100,000 – 150,000
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Parturition rates of 81% are 
high, but Research staff 
documented pregnancy 
rates in the 95%+ via 
ultrasonography the last two 
years.
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Most caribou give birth at 3 
years old, therefore program was 
aimed at a minimum of 3 years.

Parturition rates of 81% are 
high, but Research staff 
documented pregnancy 
rates in the 95%+ via 
ultrasonography the last two 
years.
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90% of Mortality due to predation
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MCH Caribou Calf Cause of Mortality 2011 - 2024
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SG0

90% of Mortality due to predation

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
24

N
o.

 o
f C

al
ve

s

Regulatory Year

MCH Caribou Calf Cause of Mortality 2011 - 2024: Bears and Wolves
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75% of predation due to bears and wolves
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Department-led Predation-Control
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Calf-to-Cow Objective
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Calf-to-Cow Objective

24

Highest recorded calf-to-cow ratios in WMCH (44:100, 54:100)
2024 was more than double the long-term average (25:100)
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Department Removal
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Miller, S.M. et. al 1997. Alaska Bear Density Monograph. 
Journal of Wildlife Management.133(33-55).

Fig 8. Probable brown bear density 
strata in Alaska based on subjective 
extrapolations from Alaska density 
estimates obtained during 1985-92.
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Miller, S.M. et. al 1997. Alaska Bear Density Monograph. 
Journal of Wildlife Management.133(33-55).

Fig 8. Probable brown bear density 
strata in Alaska based on subjective 
extrapolations from Alaska density 
estimates obtained during 1985-92.
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Brown Bear Mortality RY99 - RY23 Units 17, 18, & 19B

17
18
19
Dept Removal
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Average No. Bear Mortality: 156
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Brown Bear Mortality RY99 - RY23 Units 17, 18, & 19B

17
18
19
Dept Removal

Average Bear Mortality Represents 5.4% 
(Range 3 – 11%)
Of estimated population range (2,200 – 3,900).
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Average No. Bear Mortality: 156
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Bear Moratlity RY99- RY23 Units 17, 18, 19B

Nonresident Resident Unknown DLP ADFG

Average No. Bear Mortality: 156
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Bear Moratlity RY99- RY23 Units 17, 18, 19B

Nonresident Resident Unknown DLP ADFG

Average No. Bear Mortality: 156

NONRESIDENT: 70% 
RESIDENT:  23% 
UNKNOWN:  <1%
DLP:  1.7%
ADFG:  4.4%
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Population and Harvest Objectives

2024 Results

Population: 30,000–80,000  14,846 ± 630
Harvest: 2,400–8,000      N/A

Amount Necessary for Subsistence (ANS): 2,100–2,400
Customary & Traditional Use: Positive
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Sustainable Yield: 
5.7% (1997)
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Sustainable Yield: 
<15% (2020)
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Sustainable Yield: 
7.7% (2021)

Sustainable Yield: 
<15% (2020)
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Sustainable Yield: 
7.7% (2021)

Sustainable Yield: 
<15% (2020)

Sustainable Yield:
4-10% (2016)
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Sustainable Yield: 
7.7% (2021)

Sustainable Yield: 
<15% (2020)

Sustainable Yield:
4-10% (2016)

All bear mortality 
2023 – 2024: 
7%
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Questions?
2025 Statewide Board of Game

 

Contact Info:
John Landsiedel – ADFG Dillingham

john.landsiedel@alaska.gov
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