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Percent of
CSH Harvest | General Resident CSH Any-Bulls
CSH taken in Season Draw Nonresident Federal | Total Bull Percent of
RY Harvest August Harvest Harvest | Draw Harvest | Harvest Harvest Total Harvest

138
131

| 2020 |
| 2021 |
| 2022 [REE
| 2023 |
[ 2020" |

108
125

Horse/Dog
RY p Team Boat ATV or ORV | Highway Vehicle/ Other
1% 0% 1% 74% 159

25%
1% 0% 1% 76% 22% 138
0% 0% 3% 70% 27% 131
0% 0% 2% 72% 25% 124
0% 0% 6% 82% 11%
0% 0% 1% 77% 22% 125

P P s P P -
RY p Team Boat ATV or ORV Other
6% 0% 6% 77% 11% 652
5% 0% 4% 78% 12% 635
0% 5% 80% 10% 600
0% 77% 11%
0% 80% 9% 364
0% 80% 9% 506
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Regulatory Year | bull Quota Harvested Early Closure Date Harvested Bull:Cow Ratio
m 25 23 No early closure 45 36
: - 62
20 August 12 48
17 September 3 42
26 August 16 37
26 August 26 59
30 September 14 58
30 September 2 74
30 September 8 55
30 September 18 40
34 No early closure 29

m 34 No early closure 28
m 30 No early closure 24
m 30 No early closure 23
m 30 No early closure 17
m 32 No early closure 31
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. Resident Resident Nonreside! Nonres. Success tal % of total Harvest by
(3
Hunters Success Rate Hunters Rate Harvest Residents
124 31% 19 53% 49

127 30% 13 77% 48 79%
2% 13 54% 35 80%
26% 18 94% 45 62%
31% 19 74% 50 72%

33% 2n 38% 50 84%
36% 12 83% 54 81%
26% 21 81% 52 67%
37% 20 90% 69 74%
39% 19 84% 73 78%
| 200 | 28% 19 58% 60 82%
29% 13 77% 52 81%
| 2022 | 26% 2 50% 48 77%
T

20% 13 34 79%

2024* 20% 11 27 81%
Average 29% 17 50 77%
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Year DS160 DS165 Total DS260 DS265 DS060 DS065 Total
2008 8 33 41 8 = = 10

2009 8 33 41 8 e = 10

2010 8 33 41 8 = = 10

2011 8 33 41 8 10

2012 10 40 50 12

2013 13 40 53
2014 13 20 33
2015 10 20 30
2016 10 20 30
2017 10 20 30
2018 10 20 30
2019 10 20 30
2020 10 20 30
2021 13 20 33
2022 12 16 28
2023 15 16 31
2024 10 8 18
2025 8 14 22
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X Minimum Rams Observed

0----..---.-.

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

Regulatory Year

® DS160/260/060

A DS165/265

2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Regulatory Year

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024

% of Observed Rams Full-Curl
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2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019
Regulatory Year

® DS160/260/060

A DS165/265

2020 2021 2022 2023 2024
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m < 3/4Curl

m 3/4-7/8

m 7/8-Full

m > Full Curl
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Glennallen

= Proposed Hunt
= Boundaries

| £ current DG720
©  MajorCities
~—— Major Roads

Esri, TomTom, Garmin, FAO, NOAA, USGS, EPA, USFWS, Matanuska-Susitna Borough GIS, te &
"’Tm;}om @rm!n, SqfeGraph, FAO, METI/NASA, USGS, Bureau of Land Manag?m'ent(.EPb, l} PS/
f, 3 3 D1k ¥
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Regulatory
Year Harvest Permit Success % Female in Harvest
8 23% 57% 0%

5
3 9% 20% 33%
50 10 20% 45% 10%
35 6 17% 43% 17%
50 10 20% 59% 30%

35 14% 31% 20%
35 9 26% 75% 33%
35 29% 53% 20%
35 29% 48% 20%

B5) 23% 36% 75%

35 23% 40% 50%
35 17% 30% 0%
18 33% 50% 50%
8 38% 60% 33%
15 TBD TBD TBD
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Mountain Goat

"{ - o> o

CRIPTION. U rangel-5t. Elas Nations Park. and
uatporion st of the Teke! River and eask of 2 kne begionng st he confoence of

159

Total % of harvest % of harvest
Permits GMU 11 GMU 13D GMU 11 GMU 13D Harvest nonresident male
38 15 9 78% 78%
46 14 6 50% 83%
43 14 13 77% 92%
36 9 9 89% 89%
22 4 5 100% 80%
39 16 3 100% 67%
34 15 11 73% 64%
29 12 8 63% 63%
42 23 10 60% 90%
50 14 12 92% 92%

N

3
6
2
3
1
5
2
0
3
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—mmm
44 23%
47 4 51 8%
66 13 79 16%
69 18 87 21%

60 3 63 5%
67 5 72 7%
55 7 62 11%
| 2022 [T 10 50 20%
44 9 53 17%

161
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Regulatory GMU GMU GMU GMU GMU
GMU 13 Total
Year 13A 13B 13C 13D 13E
34 18 3 27 56 138

2011
2012
2013

2015
2016
2017

19
24
28
10
20
33
26
23
28
20
23
29

18
20
22
14
25
27
31
33
28
20
26
36
18
24

5

12
8

10
16
11
7

10
12
14
16
10
13
10

21
25
54
24
37
32
30
25
27
20
30
17
23
28

57
48
47
45
55
44
54
59
39
64
37
47
44
50

120
129
159
103
153
147
148
150
134
138
132
139
120
138
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Regulatory
GMU13A | G 138

Year
2010 16
2011
2012
2013
2014

2021

22
11
17
13
34
24
25
20
22
39
36
29
48
22

——Female Proportion of Harvest

0 @ o ]
S o o —
S o o o
N &« 34

Regulatory Year

95
107
139
155
139
142
145
138
114
124
122
121
111
124

——Female Proportion of Harvest over Bait

62 33

29
30
25
33
47
44
49
62
52
52
48
47
49
41

GM
13 Total
118

153
153
198
224
274
262
284
279
232

235
227

Proportion of harvest that is female

™
3

o

N

*2023 data are
preliminary
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M Density Estimate

™ Harvest
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*2023 data are
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174

2019
2021

Ground Shooting
2 6 8

D W 0 U1 W NN W

12
24
10
30
11

13
27
12
32
14
21
14
7
11
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e [l L
Year

175

176

50%

Regulatory Year “

2014
2016

2017
2019

2021

100%
100%
67%
50%
50%
67%
40%
75%
67%
33%

33%
0%
0%

0%

0%
0%
0%
50%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
17%

0% 0%

25%

8%

Wolves
0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 0% 2

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
20%
13%
0%
0%

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
33%

0%
54%

60%

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

67%

42%

21%

20%

37%

36%

81%

17%

25%

20%

0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%
0%

0%
0%
0%
0%

0%
33%
17%

10%

0%
33%
0%
0%

Total Wolves
6

12
24
10
30

11
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Proposal: 61 Ptarmigan 13B

Reduce the ptarmigan hunting season in Unit 13B by 10 days by adjusting
the start date from August 10th to August 20th.

Paxson AC Proposal

Department Recommendation: NEUTRAL

181

© Proposali6l  Pamign13B

Background:

Access into 13B:

Units 13B
= = Roads
[ units

Controlled Use Areas 1]
(cusy

- National Parks &
= Preserves

182
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Proposal: 61 Ptarmigan 13B

Background:

1. Season length in effect since 2018 (7 reg years).
= Previously (Aug 10 — Nov 30).

2. Bag limit in effect since 2009 (16 reg years).

Current bag limit and season dates:

Unit Ptarmigan Bag Limit Current Open Season
13B 10 per day, 20 in possession ~ August 10 — February 15

Ptarmigan: Includes rock, white-tailed, and willow ptarmigan.

C&T: Positive
ANS: No amount determined

183

Proposal: 61 Ptarmigan 13B

Background:

3. Life history discussion points:
Spring nest initiation is related to weather/snowpack.

Hens can re-nest and chicks reach adult size in 60—110 days.

For most of August juvenile ptarmigan (all three species) are
typically smaller than adults.

Minimal movement from natal breeding areas in August.

184
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Background:

4. Hunter opportunity discussion points:

Most ptarmigan hunting seasons in Alaska begin on August 10®.

Opportunistically harvested by big game hunters.

10/42 hunters who submitted wings took those birds in August
(RY 2011-2023).

50% (375/754) of all ptarmigan wings from 13B were from
August (*RY 2011-2023).

*The season ended on Nov 30th for 9 years of our dataset.

185

; Proposal: 61 Ptarmigan 13B

Background:
5. Summary discussion points:

Juvenile birds typically weigh less than adults during August.

Provides time to grow and potentially disperse from nesting
locations.

Removes 10 days from the current 189-day season.

186

© Proposaliol  Pamign13B
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Proposal: 61 Ptarmigan 13B

Reduce the ptarmigan hunting season in Unit 13B by 10 days by adjusting
the start date from August 10th to August 20th.

Paxson AC Proposal

Department Recommendation: NEUTRAL

187

Proposal: 62 Ptarmigan 13A, 13C, 13D

Extend the ptarmigan hunting season in Units 13A, 13C, and 13D by 30 days, with
the option of a reduced bag limit in April.

Two proposed options:
1. August 10" — April 30, (bag limit 10/day, 20/possession)

OR

2. August 10" — March 31%, (bag limit 10/day, 20/possession),
April 15t — April 30™, (bag limit 5/day, 10/possession)

Public Proposal

Department Recommendation: NEUTRAL

188
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Proposal: 62 Ptarmigan 13A, 13C, 13D

\———Macomb Plateau.CUA_}5 = by
Units 134, C, < 3G cun o g ke Tok, € 208 —E
P e i A\ CUA

and D Aghway %A

= = Roads =
Clearwater——

3 units Creek CU

Controlled Use Areas |-
(cuny

= National Parks &
Preserves
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Proposal: 62 Ptarmigan 13A, 13C, 13D

Background:
Season length has been in effect since 1990 (35 regulatory years).

2. Bag limit has been in effect since 2009 (16 regulatory years).

Current bag limit and season dates:

Unit Ptarmigan Bag Limit Current Open Season

13A, 13C, 13D 10 per day, 20 in possession August 10 — March 31

Ptarmigan: Includes rock, white-tailed, and willow ptarmigan.

C&T: Positive
ANS: No amount determined
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Proposal: 62 Ptarmigan 13A, 13C, 13D

Background:
3. General discussion points:

No identified conservation concern for ptarmigan (all species) in
units 13A, 13C, 13D.

No survey or capture data from these units.

Increased potential for localized depletion and reduced breeding
densities around popular hunting areas.

191

Proposal: 62 Ptarmigan 13A, 13C, 13D

Harvest discussion points:

= Extends hunting season into the breeding period - likely results in
additive mortality.

= 50% (221/443) of all wings from 13A, 13C, 13D from March.

Unit 13

— Adults Juveniles

Total wings (All Species)

192
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) Proposal: 62 Ptarmigan 13A, 13C, 13D

Ptarmigan harvest per hunt as reported through
statewide small game hunter survev, RY2013.

b=}
=3

Percent Average
Method Use Harvest/Hunt
Snowmachine 39.3% 22
ATV 21.5% 1.5
Foot 18.3% 1.3
Highway Vehicle 18.1% 1.5
Aireraft 1.9% 1.9
Boat 1.4% 1.3
Other 0.6% 0.1

T

Number of Hunters Reporting

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16
Harvest per Hunt

193

Extend the ptarmigan hunting season in Units 13A, 13C and 13D by 30 days through
the month of April, with the option of a reduced bag limit in April.

Two proposed options:
1. August 10" — April 30, (bag limit 10/day, 20/possession)

OR

2. August 10" — March 31%, (bag limit 10/day, 20/possession),
April 15t — April 30™, (bag limit 5/day, 10/possession)

Public Proposal

Department Recommendation: NEUTRAL
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&) Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Require ptarmigan hunters to obtain a registration permit to
hunt ptarmigan in Units 13B and 13E.

Department Proposal

Department Recommendation: Withdraw

195

@ Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Units 13B and E
= = Roads
[ units

Controlled Use Areas
(CUA)

- National Parks &
~ Preserves

196

> L2 V0 N
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Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Current regulations for Units 13B & 13E:
Season dates: August 10-February 15

Bag limits: 10 per day/20 in possession

No harvest reporting required

Positive C&T finding for ptarmigan in Unit 13
No ANS determined

—@ Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Proposed regulations for Units 13B & 13E:
Season dates: August 10-February 15

Bag limits: 10 per day/20 in possession

Require registration permit

99
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) Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Background

Sharp increase in small game/ptarmigan harvest beginning in 1940s
240000
3 Hare
O Grouse

200000
B Ptarmigan

160000

120000

o]
154
g
=
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=
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s}

80000

40000

1925 1928 1931 1934 1937 1940 1943 1946 1949 1952
Year
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© Proposal63  Prarmigan Registration Permit

Background

High hunting pressure & increased accessibility of Unit 13 ptarmigan

Anchorage Small Game Hunters = Snowshoe Hare
W Panmigan
8 ) fSpruce Grouse
2“1 50 s Ruffed Grouse
2 =Sooty Grouse Percent Average
3 - Sharp-miled Grouse Method Use Harvest/Hunt
S200 [ Snowmachine 39.3% | 22
= Bdklockn Hare ATV 21.5% 15
=150 Foot 18.3% 1.3
£ Highway Vehicle 18.1% 1.5
Z100 Aircraft 1.9% 1.9
= Boat 1.4% 1.3
2 & Other 0.6% 0.1
0 = |:J§ . C!\ -

1 234567 8 91011121314151617181920212223242526
Game Management Unit
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Ptarmigan Registration P

Background

Low ptarmigan #’s results in Board shortening season in 13B in 2009

Species | GMU | Routes 1999 | 2000 | 2001 | 2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006 | 2007 | 2008 | 2009
McCallum 10 6 3 5 7
Mile 10-14 8 8 3 2 3 5 5 6 3 4 3
13B Mile 15 12 3 2
Mile 29335 | 4 2 2 3 4 | 4 5 3 3 2
Willow Mile 34-36 17 5 1 1 3 1 8 1 3 3
13E | Mile 90-93.5 3 3 4
Mile 94-97 3 3 2 2 2
Mile 194-208 4 2 0 1 1 3 1 2 2
McCallum 12 2 1 0 1
Mile 10-14 13| 8 3 3 o | o 0 3 3 o | o
Rock | I3B '\rile 20335 | 13 o | 3] 7 0 0 0 0 0 7
Mile 34-36 10 0 2 | 4 | 2 o | 4 | o 0o | o
201

Proposal 63

Background

Since 2009 there has been increased interest in regulatory action

Proposal

# Proposals

Shorten season (13B) & increase late season bag limit (13A & 13E)

Extend season (13B)

Extend season & reduce bag limit (13B)

Extend season, reduce bag limit & add no hunt corridor in 13B

Extend season (13B; 2 proposals)
Extend season & reduce bag limit (13B & 13E)

Extend season & reduce bag (13B &13E; 2 proposals)
Ptarmigan youth hunt (13B)

202

Modify season dates in (13B)
Require ptarmigan registration permit (13B & 13E)

101
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Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Background
Current data available on ptarmigan in Unit 13B & 13E

# Wings Donated

Regulatory Year

203

Proposal 63 Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Background
Current data available on ptarmigan in Unit 13B & 13E

Unit 13B season extended by 76 days
Unit 13E season shortened by 45 days

® Unit 13B
Unit 13E

-
17
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»_ Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Proposal 63

Background
Current data available on ptarmigan in Unit 13B & 13E

Willow Ptarmigan Wing Donations from RY11-RY 17

# Wings Donated

205

Ptarmigan Registration Permit

—@ Proposal 63

Harvest data collection methods

Method

Used Before

Strengths

Willow Ptarmigan Wing Donations from RY 18-RY23

= Unit 13B

= Unit 13E

Challenges

Hunter survey

Yes

Can tailor questions to
better understand hunter preferences

Unable to target small
game hunters

Multiple methods of
capturing data (phone, web-based, mail)

Low response rates

Check station

Interact with small game hunters

Limited staff

Collect age/sex data of harvest

Intensive effort

Cons. stamp

Target small game hunters

Requires legislative action

Fee goes to support Wildlife
Conservation

Lack of control over fee
allocation

Reg. permit

206

Target small game hunters

Accessibility of permits

Mandatory reporting

Responsibility on hunter
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»_ Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Proposal 63

Harvest data collection methods

Method

Used Before

Strengths

Challenges

Hunter survey

Yes

Can tailor questions to
better understand hunter preferences

Unable to target small
game hunters

Multiple methods of
capturing data (phone, web-based, mail)

Low response rates

Check station

Interact with small game hunters

Limited staff

Collect age/sex data of harvest

Intensive effort

Cons. stamp

Target small game hunters

Requires legislative action

Fee goes to support Wildlife
Conservation

Lack of control over fee
allocation

Reg. permit

207

Ptarmigan Registration Permit

Proposal 63

Target small game hunters

Accessibility of permits

Mandatory reporting

Harvest data collection methods

Method

Used Before

Strengths

Responsibility on hunter

Challenges

Hunter survey

Yes

Can tailor questions to
better understand hunter preferences

Unable to target small
game hunters

Multiple methods of
capturing data (phone, web-based, mail)

Low response rates

Check station

Interact with small game hunters

Limited staff

Collect age/sex data of harvest

Intensive effort

Cons. stamp

Target small game hunters

Requires legislative action

Fee goes to support Wildlife
Conservation

Lack of control over fee
allocation

Reg. permit

208

Target small game hunters

Accessibility of permits

Mandatory reporting

Responsibility on hunter
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Harvest data collection methods

Method Used Before

Strengths

Challenges

Hunter survey | Yes

Can tailor questions to
better understand hunter preferences

Unable to target small
game hunters

Multiple methods of
capturing data (phone, web-based, mail)

Low response rates

Check station

Interact with small game hunters

Limited staff

Collect age/sex data of harvest

Intensive effort

Cons. stamp

Target small game hunters

Requires legislative action

Fee goes to support Wildlife
Conservation

Lack of control over fee
allocation

Reg. permit

209

Proposal 63

Target small game hunters

Accessibility of permits

Mandatory reporting

Final considerations

A registration permit would be a paradigm shift

* Requires buy-in from the public

What about small game hunters under age 10?

Responsibility on hunter

*  No permit allowed for hunters < 10 yrs old for large game

Could exempt hunters < 10 yrs old from obtaining registration permit

Will permit holders be subject to failure to report penalty?

* Delay implementation for 1 yr to conduct outreach effort

210
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Require ptarmigan hunters to obtain a registration permit to
hunt ptarmigan in Units 13B and 13E.

Department Proposal

Department Recommendation: Withdraw

211
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