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Human Dynamics
• 2,600 residents in Copper Basin Census Area (2020)
• 2,000-5,000 General Moose hunters a year in GMU 13
• 10,000 Nelchina caribou hunters in a year during a 

recent population peak (2016)

Photo: Jack Cornish
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Stakeholders 5

Data from NRCS Statewide Snow Surveys

Recent Weather Patterns 6
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Plains Bison 7

Chitina Herd

2024 Minimum Count: 
17 adults, 2 calves

Management Objective:
30–50 overwintering 

adults
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Photo: Clint Cooper

Plains Bison 8

Copper Herd
2024 Minimum Count: 67
51 adults, 16 calves

Management Objective: 
At least 60 overwintering adults

Photo: Heidi Hatcher
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Caribou 9

Nelchina Herd

Photo: Heidi Hatcher

2024 Fall Population Estimate:
• 11,738 animals based on 

minimum 
• 12,526 based on Rivest est.

Management Objectives:
• 35,000-40,000 post fall hunt

10 Year Harvest Average prior 
to recent decline:
• 3,606 (RY 2012-2021)
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History of Nelchina Caribou Fall Abundance
Fall Population Estimate Lower Objective Upper Objective

Proposals: 48 & 49

Caribou 10

Mentasta Herd
2024 Population Estimate:  189 adults

Photo: Judy Putera
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Dall Sheep 11
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Sheep Harvest in Glennallen Management Area 
RY2014–24

GMU 11 GMU 13

Photo: Jack 
Cornish

*2024 Harvest data are preliminary

Statewide Sheep Hunters by Management 
Area, RY14–23
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Proposals: 
50–54

Mountain Goats 12

Photo: Kyle Smith
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Goat Harvest in Glennallen Management Area RY 2014–24

GMU 11

GMU 13

Proposals: 55 & 56

11

12



RC 4 Tab 5.1

7

13

10 Year Harvest 
Average:
879
(RY 2014-2023)

10000

12000

14000

16000

18000

20000

22000

24000

1970 1975 1980 1985 1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020

Es
tim

at
ed

 M
oo

se
 P

op
ul

at
io

n

Regulatory Year

Running 3-year average: 
Unit 13 Moose Population Index and Objectives

Population Estimate Upper Objective (21,400) Lower Objective (17,000)

Proposals: 43 – 47

Moose

Black Bears 14
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Black Bear Harvest in GMU 13, RY 2014–23

Female Male

GMU 11

Averages RY21–23
• Harvest: 16
• Percent Female: 25%
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Brown Bears 15
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Brown Bear Harvest in GMU 13, RY 2014–23

Female Male

GMU 11

Averages RY21–23
• Harvest: 15
• Percent Female: 29%

Photo: Heidi Hatcher

Proposal: 57

Small Game 16

Photos: Center, Right
Joelle Hepler

Proposals: 61 & 62
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Furbearers
3-year averages for harvest (RY2021–2023)

Unit 13Unit 11Species

7913Beaver

16022Lynx

244Otter

68
SDA

65
Hunt/Trap

11Wolf

545Wolverine

17

Proposals: 59 & 60

Hunting: August 10–April 30 Trapping: November 10–March 31

18

0

5

10

15

20

25

Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr.

N
um

be
r 

of
 W

ol
ve

s 
H

ar
ve

st
ed

Months in Regulatory Year Sequence

Unit 11 Cumulative Reported Wolf Harvest Distribution 
by Month, RY 2019–23

Total reported harvest RY2019-RY2023 = 69 wolves.
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19

Hunting: August 10-April 30 Trapping: October 15-March 31
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Months in Regulatory Year Sequence

Unit 13 Cumulative Reported Wolf Take Distribution by 
Month, RY 2019–23

SDA Hunt/Trap

*Only includes reports with known month of take

*Reported take RY2019-RY2023 = 630 wolves

Intensive Management 20

Proposals: 48 & 58
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Bull-to-CowHarvest*Abundance IndexSubunit

25 : 100210–4203,500–4,20013(A)

25 : 10024137573yr average

25 : 100310–6205,300–6,30013(B)

31 : 10014731913yr average

25 : 100155–3502,000–3,00013(C)

23 : 1006524043yr average

25 : 10075–1901,200–1,90013(D)

104 : 100739253yr average

25 : 100300–6005,000–6,00013(E)

27 : 10015650233yr average

Moose Objectives and Estimates

(Below Objectives vs Meeting Objectives vs Exceeding Objectives)

*Average includes 2024 harvest data, preliminary

21

Proposals: 39 – 42
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Unit 13 Annual Wolf Removal and Spring Population Estimates

Trap/Hunt Harvest SDA Removal Spring Wolf Estimate
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Questions?

Photo: Heidi Hatcher
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