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Game Management Unit 26A 
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Carmen Daggett
North Slope Area Wildlife Biologist ADF&G 
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Unit 26A-Land Status 
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Unit 26A Controlled Use Areas

4 Proposal 32 
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Unit 26A Moose
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• Minimum Count: 438
• Status: Increasing
• Harvest (RY18-22):

-Range= 2-3, average=2
• C&T: Positive
• ANS: 15-30
• Intensive Management 

Objectives:      
-Not identified 

Proposal 31

Proposal 31
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Unit 26A Moose Survey Area
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Fall Composition (2015): 28% bulls, 7% calves
Spring Composition (2023): 19% recruitment
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Unit 26A Moose Harvest
• Average resident moose harvest 

between 2012-2022 is 3 moose per 
year.

• Total harvest between 2012 and 
2022

• 4 cows and 33 bulls

• Subsistence household surveys in 
2014 indicated about 16 moose 
per year were harvested
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Annual Unit 26A Moose Harvest
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Unit 26A Brown Bears
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Population: Unknown
Status: Presumed stable
Harvest (5 years): 7-16 bears/yr., Average 12 bears/yr.

Unit 26A Muskox
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Unit 26 A Musk Ox 
Hunts

TX 109: Western 26A              TX108: Eastern 26A and Western 26B

Federal Hunt: Western 26A                                                                Proposal 35
11

TX109
TX108

Muskoxen Unit 23 & Western Unit 26A-Cape Thompson
• Population Estimate:

Units 23 & 26A: 911 (2022) 
• Unit 26A: 421 (2022)

• Status: Slightly increasing
• Season Dates: 

• August 1-March 15
• C&T: Positive
• ANS: 18-22
• Harvest: 

5AAC 92.046 EO Registration permit 
hunts
• 2019, Pt. Lay (1 bull) and Atqasuk

(1 bull) (Zero muskox harvested)
• 2020, Pt Lay (1 bull) and Atqasuk

(1 bull) (Two muskox harvested)

Federal Musk Ox Hunt 

• 2022, 1 cow
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Muskox Eastern 26A & 26B West of the Dalton 
Highway 

• Population: 373 (2022) 
• C&T: Positive
• ANS: 20 
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Proposal 35

Unit 26A Furbearers

Average Annual Harvest (RY18-22)

Wolverine: 19

Lynx: 4

Muskrat: Proposal 3014
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Unit 26A Wolves

• Density: Low 
• Status: Stable
• Harvest (RY18-22): range=8-

36 average=17
• Average Pack Size: 5 (sealing 

records)

• C&T: Positive
• ANS: 4-8 Wolves
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Hunting: August 10-April 30                                         Trapping: November 1-April 3016
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Unit 26A Cumulative Wolf Harvest Distribution by Month, 
Regulatory Years 2018-2022

Total Reported harvest RY2018-RY2022= 85 wolves.
Proportion of harvest by month indicated by %.
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Teshekpuk Caribou Herd Range

Proposals 2, 3, 4

Arctic Caribou Herd Annual Overlap
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Teshekpuk Caribou 
Unit 26A

• C&T Finding:    
• Positive

• ANS:  8,000-12,000
• I.M. Objectives:

• Population: 15,000-
28,000

• Harvest: 900-2,800
• Harvestable Surplus:   

• 6% harvest rate ~3,700
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Teshekpuk Caribou 
Herd Vital Data
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Units 23 and 26A Sheep
• Cooperatively managed by 

ADFG and NPS
• Sheep hunting in DeLong & 

Baird Mountains was closed 
in 2014 by emergency order

• 50-80% declines following 
severe icing events

• The Board of Game 
adopted regulation in 2015 
to continue the closure.

• There are a few hunts East 
of the Etivluk River that 
remain open.
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Proposals 33 & 34

Unit 26A Small Game Species 

• Snowshoe hares 
• Ptarmigan
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Questions?

25

Photo Credit: Romnie 
Bucatcat
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