RCO013

To: Alaska Fish and Game Board
Subject: Proposal 17 in reference to Airbows

This letter is in support of the use of airbows in the state of Alaska. This is not a blanket request seeking
complete approval now, it is specifically targeted for disabled hunters as a trial to evaluate the use,
safety, efficiency and lethality of the airbow. When the results of a year or two are studied it may be
apparent that this is a weapon that is here to stay. The use of airbows and restrictions to its use can be
evaluated. Changes to regulations can be done in a timely manner to allow the widest possible
opportunities for sportsman/sportswomen throughout our state to embrace the latest technological
advances in hunting.

In particular | am addressing the use of a Crossman Pioneer Airbow, model BABPNBX and other models
of similar design and performance. The reasons behind supporting the use of this new technology are
specifically allowing better access for disabled hunters, and all hunters in general.

The airbow is capable of launching a full length arrow of 375 grains, (including 100 grain field tip or
broadhead), at a speed of 450 feet per second. Accuracy is outstanding with 2” groupings at 50 yards.
The airbow is as lethal as any traditional bow, compound bow or crossbow on the market. An arrow
fitted with any existing legal broadhead gives the same, (or greater), killing power.

In an effort to evaluate the use of airbows in Alaska, | would like to see the approval of the use of
airbows for disabled person much in the same fashion as the use of crossbows in an archery only hunt
with a Method and Means Exemption.

Airbows would make hunting easier for a disabled person in several respects:

1. Handling — A normal crossbow is awkward to carry and maneuver in any brushy or thick areas. A
crossbow is slow to use if a follow-up shot is required. Crossbows are difficult to transport on airlines.

2. Safety — Because of the size of an airbow, they are easy to move around. Arrows/bolts can be very
dangerous when loading a crossbow because the broadhead that cuts, clips, nicks or otherwise damages
the strings can lead to a catastrophic failure putting the hunter and anyone near the hunter is danger.

3. Shot placement is the major consideration when hunting game animals and the ability to
consistently shoot the point of aim is paramount in any hunting configuration.

To gain a better understanding of this new type of hunting equipment a trial period may be used. In any
hunt without weapon restrictions | feel an airbow should be allowed. Opening new hunts and allowing
new equipment is the natural progression.

The Crosman Pioneer Airbow is the future. Alaska should take the lead in testing the use of these
weapons. The disabled hunters are the perfect vehicle to test the safety and effectiveness of the
airbow.

| urge the board to allow the implementation, at the earliest possible date, of airbows in hunts without
weapon restrictions. | strongly urge the board to allow the use of airbows with the same restrictions as

crossbows for use with the Method and Means Exemption for the disabled hunters.

Here are some important facts that are offered by Crosman about the airbow:



- Length is 33.5 inches

- Width is 2 inches

- Arrows are 26.25 inches

- Arrow weight is 375 grains (including 100 grain broadhead)
- Total Weight is 7 pounds

- Lever operated safety

- Velocity of 8 shots at full air charge 450 feet per second

- 168 foot pounds of energy with 375 grain arrow

Respectfully,
Jeffrey H Bushke

Disabled Veteran
Contact: 907-347-9666




















http://bit.ly/airbowaccuracy
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| Contact

We welcome the opportunity to visit with you
_about the Pioneer Airbow. 7
- Demonstrations and hands-on experiences can be
arranged at a location of your choosing and a

i 'time that is convenient for your téa}n.




