PC417
10f3

10/25/2017

ADF&G Boards Support Section
ATTN: Board of Game Comments
P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

Dear Alaska Department of Fish and Game:

On behalf of American Bird Conservancy (ABC), please accept this letter as testimony in OPPOSITION to
Proposal 62 (5 AAC 92.029), which would “allow the release of sterilized, feral cats into the wild” and in
SUPPORT of Proposal 63 (5 AAC 92.029), which would “prohibit the release of feral or stray domestic
[sic] cats into the wild.”

Feral domestic cats (Felis catus) are one of the world’s most harmful invasive species and have
contributed to the extinction of 63 species.”’ Free-roaming cats are the top source of direct,
anthropogenic mortality to birds in the United States and Canada and kill an estimated 2.4 billion birds
and 12.3 billion mammals in the U.S. annually.” Furthermore, the mere presence of a cat in the
environment reduces bird reproductive output and survival by altering prey behaviors and indirectly
harms wildlife through competition for resources and the spread of diseases.”

Disease transmission is a serious concern not only for wildlife but also for people and domesticated
species. Cats are the top carrier of rabies among domestic animals in the U.S. and are a definitive host
for the parasite (Toxoplasma gondii) that causes toxoplasmosis. Any warm-blooded species may become
infected with T. gondii, and the consequences can be severe. In people, infection may result in
miscarriage, blindness, organ failure, or death.”" Infection has also been linked with numerous
neurological impairments including memory loss, obsessive-compulsive disorder, and schizophrenia.
Because cats excrete the parasite’s infectious eggs (oocysts) into the environment and these oocysts
have been identified as a major cause of human infections in multiple epidemics, free-roaming cats are a
major risk factor for T. gondii transmission.™

Vi VIl

The management of feral cats is a necessity, but purposely permitting these feral animals to continue to
roam parks, neighborhoods, and communities is irresponsible and ineffective. The program known as
trap, neuter, release (TNR), which is advocated for in Proposal 62, fails to effectively reduce feral cat
populations. An evaluation of two long-term TNR programs in California and Florida led researchers to
conclude that “no plausible combinations of life history variables would likely allow for TNR to succeed
in reducing [feral cat] population size, although neutering approximately 75% of the cats would achieve
control (which is unrealistic).”” Another study suggested that TNR was actually worse than doing
nothing.” Furthermore, while TNR cats persist in the environment the rest of their lives, they continue to
harm wildlife. Even a well-fed cat will hunt and kill.* The following organizations have adopted position
statements that formally oppose TNR:

American Association of Wildlife Veterinarians | American Ornithologists’ Union | Association of Avian
Veterinarians | Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies | Black Swamp Bird Observatory | Cooper
Ornithological Society | International Wildlife Rehabilitation Council | National Association of State
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https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/1996-AAWV-Position-statement-of-feral-cats.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/1997-AOU-Control-and-management-of-feral-and-free-ranging-cats.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Association-of-Avian-Veterinarians-Resolution-on-Free-roaming-Cats.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/Association-of-Avian-Veterinarians-Resolution-on-Free-roaming-Cats.pdf
http://digitalcommons.law.msu.edu/afwa_reso/90
http://www.bsbo.org/position-statement-on-feral-and-free-ranging-cats.html
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/1997-COS-Resolution-on-feral-and-free-ranging-cats.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/1997-COS-Resolution-on-feral-and-free-ranging-cats.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/Feral-cats-and-dogs-position-statement.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/NASPHV-1996-Free-roaming-unowned-feral-cats.pdf
http:nothing.xi
http:transmission.ix
http:diseases.iv

Public Health Veterinarians | National Wildlife Federation | Texas Parks and Wildlife Department | The
Wildlife Society

The major issue of concern with regard to feral cat population management is confinement. Effective
removal of cats from the environment is critical, whether this be through adoption, placement in a
sanctuary or shelter, or euthanasia, and is the only way to reliably reduce feral cat populations and
eliminate harm to sensitive wildlife. Any sanctioning of roaming feral cats further represents a legal
liability for the State, which would be at risk should a threatened or endangered species or person be
harmed by a released feral cat. Confinement eliminates this liability.

ABC appreciates this opportunity to provide comments on the proposed amendments to the Alaska
Administrative Code and asks that, in order to effectively manage the pervasive threat to wildlife from

feral cats, you please OPPOSE Proposal 62 and SUPPORT Proposal 63.

Respectfully,

Grant Sizemore, M.S., AWB®
Director of Invasive Species Programs

"Lowe S., M. Browne, S. Boudjelas, and M. De Poorter. 2000. 100 of the World’s Worst Invasive Alien Species: A
Selection from the Global Invasive Species Database. The Invasive Species Specialist Group, International Union for
the Conservation of Nature.

i Doherty T.S., A.S. Glen, D.G. Nimmo, E.G. Ritchie, and C.R. Dickman. 2016. Invasive predators and global
biodiversity loss. Proceedings of the National Academy of Sciences 113: 11261-11265.

" North American Bird Conservation Initiative, U.S. Committee. 2014. The State of the Birds 2014 Report. U.S.
Department of Interior, Washington, D.C. 16 pages.

v Bonnington C., K.J. Gaston, and K.L. Evans. 2013. Fearing the feline: domestic cats reduce avian fecundity through
trait-mediated indirect effects that increase nest predation by other species. Journal of Applied Ecology 50: 15-24.
Y Undseth O., P. Gerlyng, A.K. Goplen, E.S. Holter, E. von der Lippe, and O. Dunlop. 2014. Primary toxoplasmosis
with critical illness and multi-organ failure in an immunocompetent young man. Scandinavian Journal of Infectious
Diseases 46: 58-62.

Y Tenter A.M., A.R. Heckeroth, and L.M. Weiss. 2000. Toxoplasma gondii: from animals to humans. International
Journal of Parasitology 30: 1217-1258.

v Gajewski P.D., M. Falkenstein, J.G. Hengstler, and K. Golka. 2014. Toxoplasma gondii impairs memory in infected
seniors. Brain, Behavior, and Immunity 36: 193-199.

vii Torrey E.F. and R.H. Yolken. 2013. Toxoplasma oocysts as a public health problem. Trends in Parasitology 29:
380-384.

ix Boyer K., D. Hill, E. Mui, K. Wroblewski, T. Karrison, J.P. Dubey, M. Sautter, A.G. Noble, S. Withers, C. Swisher, P.
Heydemann, T. Hosten, J. Babiarz, D. Lee, P. Meier, and R. McLeod. 2011. Unrecognized ingestion of Toxoplasma
gondii oocysts leads to congenital toxoplasmosis and causes epidemics in North America. Clinical Infectious
Diseases 53: 1081-1089.
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https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/NASPHV-1996-Free-roaming-unowned-feral-cats.pdf
http://www.nwf.org/Who-We-Are/Affiliate-Partnership/Resolutions/Resolutions/2006/5184.aspx
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/05/2014.6-Texas-Parks-and-Wildlife-Department-Feral-Cat-Briefing-Paper.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TWS-2011-Feral-Free-Ranging-Cats.pdf
https://abcbirds.org/wp-content/uploads/2015/07/TWS-2011-Feral-Free-Ranging-Cats.pdf
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“Foley P., J.E. Foley, J.K. Levy, and T. Paik. 2005. Analysis of the impact of trap-neuter-return programs on
populations of feral cats. Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association 227: 1775-1781.

. McCarthy R. J., S. H. Levine, and J. M. Reed. 2013. Estimation of effectiveness of three methods of feral cat
population control by use of a simulation model. Journal of the American Veterinary Medical Association 243: 502-
511.

. Loyd K.A.T., S.M. Hernandez, J.P. Carroll, K.J. Abernathy, and G.J. Marshall. 2013. Quantifying free-roaming
domestic cat predation using animal-borne video cameras. Biological Conservation 160: 183-189.
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Alice Anderson
Submitted On

10/25/2017 12:52:27 PM
Affiliation

Phone
575-523-5179
Email
yvrcarus@yahoo.com
Address
600 E. Colorado St. Apt. 5
Las Cruces, New Mexico 88001-3389

| taught biology and mathematics at Ketchikan Commuity College in 1974-76. Although many residents kept indoor pet cats, there
were no outdoor cat colonies. Flocks of juncos enlivened street scenes, and spring mornings were filled with songs of hermit thrushes and
Swainson's thrushes. These delightful little birds are favorite prey for running-at-large house cats,

Beginning around 1990, a fad for feeding stray cats swept the nation. Consequently, cat colonies infest many U.S. cities, including
some Alaskan cities. |am saddened to learn that Ketchikan's juncos and thrushes may be replaced with house cats

You have been asked to amend sections 62 and 63 of the state game regulations, to legalize the release of sterilized house cats to run
atlarge. Catadvocates call running-at-large house cats "community cats", because a community, i.e. a group, of people feed them.
Those requesting the change claim, "Over time, TNR stabilizes or reduces community cat populations.” They offer no evidence to support
their claim. They provide a long list of technical, semi-technical, and popular references, but none of these references document a cat
colony being eliminated by TNR. Nor do they document a long-term reduction or stabilization of colony size. Mere reduction or
stabilization does not correct the problem of house cats running at large.

The cat advocates list Finkler et al 2011 on cat behavior, but they omit the companian paper published in the same issue of the Journal
of the American Veterinary Medical Association.

Gunther, Idit, Hilit Finkler, and Joseph Terkel. 2011. Demographic differences between urban feeding groups of neutered and sexually
intact free-roaming cats following a trap-neuter-return procedure. JAVMA Vol. 238 No. 9: 1134-1140, May 1, 2011.

Two urban cat colonies, treated with TNR plus feeding, grew slightly in one year. Two other colonies, treated with feed-don't neuter,
shrank slightly in one year. This paper indicates that neutering some cats in a colony enhances colony growth.

The cat advocates also list

Levy, J.K., N.M. Isaza, and K.C. Scott. 2014. Effect of high-impact targeted trap-neuter-return and adoption of community cats on cat
intake to a shelter. The Veterinary Journal, 201(2014):269-274.

The authors studied a ZIP code in Florida, where TNR had been promoted and practiced since 1998. A telephone survey of cat
feeders found that only 14% (7/49) feeders had neutered any of the cats they fed. Then about half the estimated free-roaming cat
population was trapped. Only 5% (111/2366) had been neutered. TNR fails to eliminate, reduce, or stabilize cat colonies because cat
feeders do not neuter enough of the cats they feed.

The appendix submitted to you by cat advocates says, "A habitat will support a population of a certain size." The most important
components of urban outdoor house cat habitat are food and, in Alaska, shelter. To reduce cat numbers, the habitat must be made
unsuitable by eliminating food and shelter. Stop feeding, dismantle shelters, and the cats will disappear under what cat advocates call
natural attrition.

A cat advocate can rescue stray cats by trapping them, neutering them, and confining them in a fenced yard at his home. Even if the
cats do not become friendly to their rescuer, they will be safe in his yard, and their confinement will protect wildlife and the public.

Please do not legalize releasing house cats.


mailto:yvrcarus@yahoo.com

431 West 7th Avenue, Suite 101
Anchorage, AK 99501
Tel: 907-276-7034

www.ak.audubon.org

Kristy Tibbles

Executive Director

Alaska Board of Game
dfg.bog.comments@alaska.gov

VIA EMAIL SUBMISSION

Re: November 2017 Statewide Regulations Alaska Board of Game meeting; opposition to
Proposal 62

October 27, 2017

Dear Director Tibbles,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the Alaska Board of Game consideration of
proposals on statewide regulations. Audubon Alaska is an independent 501(c)(3) nonprofit that
works to conserve habitat for the birds and wildlife in Alaska, to ensure their place for future
generations. We are opposed to Proposal 62 that seeks to change Alaska regulatory code 5 .AAC

92.029. Permit for possessing live game, in order to allow the release of sterilized feral cats into the wild. If

implemented, this proposal would effectively create a “Trap Neuter Release” program, or TNR

program. This regulatory change would legalize the release of feral cats into Alaska’s outdoors to the
detriment of our state’s native birds. The Board of Game should decline to implement Proposal 62.

The science clearly shows that outdoor cats have a large negative effect on our nation’s native bird
populations. A 2013 study indicates that between 1.4 billion to 3.7 billion birds are killed by cats in

the U.S. every year.' Cats are second only to habitat loss as a leading cause of bird deaths
nationwide, according to the 2074 State of the Birds repott, published by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service and the North American Bird Conservation Initiative.

TNR programs are often defended by claiming that the program will reduce feral cats over time.
However, this and other claims simply do not withstand strong scientific scrutiny.” There is no

I'S.R. Loss, T. Will and P.P. Marra. The impact of free-ranging domestic cats on wildlife in the United States. Nature
Communications. doi: 10.1038/ncomms2380 (2013).

2 Longcore, T., Rich, C. & Sullivan, L. M. Critical assessment of claims regarding management of feral cats by trap-
neuter-return. Conserv. Biol. 23, 887-894 (2009).
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http://www.ak.audubon.org/
mailto:dfg.bog.comments@alaska.gov

evidence that TNR programs effectively reduce feral cat populations. Instead, strong evidence exists
that TNR programs allow feral cat populations to perpetuate and cause a measurable detriment to

individual birds and bird populations.

The Alaska Board of Game is charged with conservation of Alaska’s native wildlife, including its
birds. The Board should continue to prohibit the release of feral cats, which are non-native
predators that negatively impact our state’s native birds. We urge the Board of Game to decline to
implement Proposal 62 and instead retain 5 AAC 92.029 as currently written. Please feel free to
contact us with any questions or requests for additional information.

Sincerely,

Wc pee Uil uu,‘,/

Susan Culliney
Policy Director
Audubon Alaska

PC419
20f2



PC420
Submitted By 10f1

Laurie Benson
Submitted On

10/26/2017 12:23:14 AM
Affiliation

Ms.

I am opposed to proposal #62 that would allow feral cats to be released into the wild. Cats are highly efficient predators, have caused
extinction of bird species worldwide and are a significant cause in the decline of some bird species. They are not part of the Alaskan
ecosystem and are not even native to North America. Introduced predators are bad news for Alaskan wildlife. Capture, neuter and
release programs have not eliminated a single cat colony. Those programs just allow the cats to keep onkilling. Alaska for Alaskan
wildlife. Just say no to this nutty idea.
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Anissa Berry
Submitted On

10/23/2017 10:40:00 AM
Affiliation

Phone
9077663490
Email
backlagoon@aol.com
Address
PO Box 1222
Haines, Alaska 99827

Dear Board of Game,
| am against Proposal 62.

The debate of what to do with feral cat colonies should be centered on the ecological implications of destruction of native species rather
than emotion. The third sentence in Proposal 62, “Killing cats is cruel,” is subjective and based on an emotions from the cat-loving
community. With no disrespect to the cat-lovers, the problem of feral cats has nothing to do with people’s personal feline pets. The
question to you is, do Alaskans want the ability to legally dispose of feral cats which have devastating effects on small mammal and bird
populations or do we wish to limit management techniques? To pass this proposal would limit techniques to only Trap, Neuter and
Release (TNR).

Within the purview of the Board of Game’s task this fall are proposals to limit numbers of large animal predators, wolves and bears, to
support large game management. Proposal 62 is unusual in that it limits the management of an invasive predator on an ecosystem. Feral
cats have a large detrimental impact on wild birds and small mammals. Supporting studies show that feral cats cause more mortality than
free-ranging house cats and cause significantly more wildlife death than previously thought. These feral cat colonies are “likely the single
greatest source of anthropogenic mortality for US birds and mammals.” (Loss, Scott R. and Tom Will and Peter P. Marra. The impact of
free ranging domestic cats on wildlife of the United States. Nature Communications, 1396 (2013), doi:10.1038/ncomms2380)

This proposal has good intentions to try to limit cat populations, however, the effectiveness of TNR has not shown largely effective. Itis
impossible to treat, monitor and account for feral cats within communities because it's a dynamic open system in which no TNR program
can effectively treat. No one organization can claim to be able to effectively manage feral cat populations.

The Board of Game should not limit the management of feral cat populations to TNR only. The State of Alaska should not give up its
authority to use other forms of control to limit feral cat populations to effectively control the degradation of an ecosystem.

Sincerely,

Anissa Berry
PO Box 1222
Haines, AK 99827


mailto:backlagoon@aol.com

Submitted By

Anissa Berry
Submitted On

10/24/2017 8:51:17 AM
Affiliation

Phone
9077663490
Email
backlagoon@aol.com
Address
PO Box 1222
Haines, Alaska 99827

Dear Board of Game,

I am in support of Proposal 63.
I have already submitted comments in opposition to Proposal 62.

The research concludes that TNR programs do not effectively eradicate feral cat populations. Feral cats are invasive species which

PC421
20f2

heavily predate on birds and small mammals. Their impact to native fauna has serious implications with the decline of migratory songbird

populations. Not only do they heavily predate on wildlife, they can host disease, transmissable to humans.

The TNR programs cannot effectively manage wild cat populations. The only way to eradicate them is via extermination via lethal means.

The research included in the Proposal supports this claim.

Thank you,

Anissa Berry


mailto:backlagoon@aol.com
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Tim Bleicher
Submitted On
10/26/2017 7:29:45 PM
Affiliation
None

Against 62 and for 63. NO FERAL CATS. Feral cats are a public health risk. They will kill Alaska small mammals and songbirds including
those that are rare or threatened already . They will displace Alaska natural animals such as ermine, fox and lynx. Just look at the mess
worldwide with invasive animals. Not here in Alaska. NO FERAL CATS.
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Mary
Submitted On
10/27/2017 7:41:17 AM
Affiliation

Phone
Bogan
Email
Pprmnt@chugach.net
Address
Po box 220103
Anchorage, Alaska 99522

Proposals 63/62

I do not agree w turning feral cats loose. They are a huge detriment to songbirds and other small animals. And this would reduce the levels
of birds even more than w just people who let their cats out of doors. This is not well thought through at alll


mailto:Pprmnt@chugach.net
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Scott Christy
Submitted On

10/25/2017 6:55:09 PM
Affiliation

none

Phone
907 248-3363
Email
Scott512@gci.net
Address
P.O. Box 240552
Anchorage, Alaska 99524

| favor proposal 63. All cat kill epic numbers of song birds. They also carry very serious dieases humans can aquire from cat droppings.

Cats are a very invasive species and we do not need them lose to destroy our wildlife.

Thank you,


mailto:Scott512@gci.net
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Karen Coady
Submitted On

10/26/2017 8:30:17 PM
Affiliation

Phone
602-3111
Email
theavery12@gmail.com
Address
6521 Bridget Circle
Anchorage, Alaska 99502

I have volunteered to help wild birds for over 18 years and during that time have seen too many baby and adult songbirds die in my hands
due to injuries from cats. Even a small scratch is a death sentence for songbirds. Many of those migrate thousands of miles to breed and
raise their young in the perceived safety of Alaska. Allowing feral cats to remain in the wild without restriction will further decimate
populations already struggling with survival issues due to human development and natural dangers. Cats are an invasive species and
should not be allowed to roam freely. Irresponsible pet ownership shouldn’t be rewarded or supported on any level. Further, they can
spread diseases which affect many other species of wildlife. Those who propose allwoing feral cats to form a community should come and
hold a small bird that has tried so hard to live but was victimized by a cat and dies slowly.


mailto:theavery12@gmail.com

Submitted By

Anthony DeGange
Submitted On

10/27/2017 1:45:00 PM
Affiliation

Phone
9072305020
Email
tdegange@gmail.com
Address
PO Box 671264
Chugiak, Alaska 99567
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I am writing to voice my opposition to Proposal 62 that would allow the release of neutered cats into the wild. Trap, Neuter and Release
programs for domestic cats, feral or otherwise, are misguided and have no place in Alaska. Domestic cats are effective predators and are
important sources of mortality for small birds and mammals. They also have the potential to vector disease as noted in Proposal 63. |
suggest you vote in the affirmative for Proposal 63. The only place for domestic cats are in the home, inside. Please do the right thing on

this one. Thanks

Anthony DeGange


mailto:tdegange@gmail.com

Submitted By

Dave Dorsey
Submitted On

10/26/2017 3:26:30 PM
Affiliation

Alaskan

Phone
9073514968
Email
davedorsey@gci.net
Address
1161 E Dan Street
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
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lam in support a proposal number 63 and against number 62. Feral cats are invasive species that are a danger to the natural wildlife in
Alaska. Feral cats are the main cause of death for songbirds. Catch neutering and re-releasing back to the wild this invasive species he
will continue to devastate The song bird population specifically in the urban areas. | care not of the commercial businesses in favor of
proposition 62 for they are supporting that proposal for their own gain. Proposition 63 will continue to support the wildlife in Alaska as it

should be.


mailto:davedorsey@gci.net
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Louis J Dupree
Submitted On

10/25/2017 9:52:20 AM
Affiliation

I'm totally against releasing cats into the wild. They kill millions of song birds every year along with thousands of small animals.



Submitted By

MaryAnn Dyke
Submitted On

10/25/2017 3:29:22 PM
Affiliation

Phone
907-304-1089
Email
akspruceitup@hotmail.com
Address
POB 408
Clam Gulch , Alaska 99568
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Feral cats have been disastrous to small mammal and bird populations around the world. Cats have contributed to the extinction of 33

species of birds worldwide. To protect the wildlife, | am in favor of proposal #63 and against proposal #62.


mailto:akspruceitup@hotmail.com
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Dear Board of Fish and Game, October 25, 2017 Homer, Alaska

| am opposed to Proposal 62 that seeks to allow the release of feral cats into the wild, which is now
illegal., and to have them considered community cats.

Roaming feral cats would be the demise of many songbirds. %

| support Proposal 63 that emphasizes that feral cats would be a considerable health risk. %

Please be kind to all animals and don't allow the release of feral cats. Please don't support Proposal 62. %
Thank you, %

Wendy Erd %
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Joan
Submitted On

10/25/2017 12:15:30 PM
Affiliation

Phone
6149371647
Email
dkrajdp@aol.com
Address
2765 Golden Plover Court
Homer, Alaska 99603

Hello,

Please do not allow the release of domesticated cats into our wilderness. Feral cats prey on indigenous species, especially birds. Many
cat owners brag about the successful hunts of their house/outdoor cats, and this already creates problems.

Humans have created the problem of surplus domesticated cats, and we should not force other species to bear the ravages of our actions.
Joan Frederick

Homer, AK


mailto:dkrajdp@aol.com

October 26, 2017

To the Board of Game - Regarding Proposals 62 & 63

AGAINST Proposal 62:

It is widely acknowledged in scientific, ornithology and conservation circles,
that both domestic and feral cats are the largest predator of song birds world
wide.

Cats have contributed to the extinction of 33 species and continue to adversely
Impact a wide variety of other species, including those at risk of extinction.

This from Migratory Bird Center, Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute:

“We estimate that free-ranging domestic cats kill 1.4-3.7 billion birds and
6.9-20.7 billion mammals annually. Un-owned cats, as opposed to owned
pets, cause the majority of this mortality. Our findings suggest that
free-ranging cats cause substantially greater wildlife mortality than previously
thought and are likely the single greatest source of anthropogenic mortality for
US birds and mammals.”

Cats do not just hunt adult birds; many birds are ground nesters, and the eggs
and chicks are exceptionally vulnerable to predation. Plus, all birds are
vulnerable when they first fledge from their nests.

Being non-native animals, these are invasive animals in the wild. Many
municipalities in Canada already have bylaws that obligate residents to keep
their pets indoors.

If anything, there is a good case for obliging all cat-owners to keep their pets
inside at all times.

FOR Proposal 63:

For all the reasons stated above, coupled with the significant health hazards
presented by cats, domestic and feral, | am favor of Proposal 63.

Thank you for your time.

Charles Graham,
Fritz Creek, AK 99603
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Matthew Hardwig
Submitted On

10/25/2017 1:27:36 PM
Affiliation

My name is Matthew Hardwig and | am writing this comment in opposition of PROPOSAL 62 — 5 AAC 92.029. Permit for possessing live
game. This proposal will allow the release of sterilized, feral cats into the wild.

I have seen the direct harm loose/feral cats cause the enviroment. From the destruction of property to the effect they have on the wildlife.
One example was a lady that was allowing numerous cats to run loose (and breed), while | was working as a Village Public Saftey Officer,
in Pilot Point. The amount of song birds that were killed was beyond my imagine. Once | addressed the problem with the person, the song
birds started to return. If you've ever gardened and found a "present" in your carrots.

There is no benefit to a community or the state, to allow a new species, such as a domestic cat, to take root in Alaska.

Submitted By

Matthew Hardwig
Submitted On

10/25/2017 2:22:26 PM
Affiliation

My name is Matthew Hardwig and | am in FULL support of PROPOSAL 63— 5 AAC 92.029. Permit for possessing live game. Prohibit the
release of feral or stray domesticated cats into the wild.

Alaska can not support the introduction of this species, in its ecosystem. Allowing feral/stray/domestic cats into the wild has no benefit to
individual communities or the state of Alaska.



Submitted By

Nancy Hillstrand
Submitted On

10/25/2017 9:09:50 PM
Affiliation

Phone

907-399-7777
Email

bear@alaska.net
Address

P.O.Box 674

Homer, Alaska 99603

Greetings,

PC434
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OPPOSE Proposal 62 Al cats, including sterilized feral cats must remain on the list of species “ that may not be released into the wild”.

Cats unfortunately have become a human induced invasive species killing billions of wild birds and mammals each year. Alaska is a

critical nesting habitat for a diversity of migratory birds and the resident birds have enough to contend with during harsh winters. Many of

these migratory species are having conservation concerns and are in declines. Our diverse wildlife must not be subjected to a
human introduced invasive predator, especially cats/Felis catus a known very very destructive predator.

SUPPORT Proposal 63

Supporting 63 supports our diversity of birds and wildlife from a human introduced predator.

Thank-you kindly


mailto:bear@alaska.net
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Suzan Huber
Submitted On

10/25/2017 2:04:32 PM
Affiliation

Please reject Proposals #62 and 63, Feral cats should not be released into the wild. Feral cats and

TNR programs are disastrous small mammal and bird populations. Cats are non-native animals and introducing them to the wild in Alaska
is irresponsible. Alaska has had to deal with invasive predators that were introducted by man, you would think we had learned something
from that.

I would favor passing laws making it illegal to allow any cats to roam freely outdoors.
Thank you,

Susan Huber
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Barbara Johnson
Submitted On

10/26/2017 1:15:25 PM
Affiliation

None

Phone
907-229-6891
Email
sbejohn1@mac.com
Address
PO Box 670874
Chugiak, Alaska 99567

To whom it may concern,

I am horrified that the Board of Game would consider proposal #62 given all of the research showing how destructive feral cats are to
birds. | cannot understand why this proposal could ever be even considered by a board designed to care for native wildlife. We already
have so many impacts to birds from habitat loss and other impacts, why would introducing a known predator that is not a natural part of the
ecosystem be discussed? | am strongly opposed to this proposal and hope it is voted down. | hope on the other hand, that proposal # 63
be unanimously supported. Feral cats are already a huge problem in this state and we do not need to make it a bigger problem.

Thank you for considering my comments and the welfare of Alaska’s native wildlife.


mailto:sbejohn1@mac.com
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Amy Kilshaw
Submitted On

10/26/2017 1:23:49 PM
Affiliation

Ludicrous to even consider releasing invasive species into the wild.

Cats are the most harmful invasive species. Cats are recognized as the top source of direct, human-associated mortality to birds in the
United States. Each year, cats kill approximately 2.4 billion birds.

Yes to 63

No to 62



Submitted By

Eric Knudtson
Submitted On

10/25/2017 8:15:19 AM
Affiliation

Mr.

Phone
9074357000

Email
epknudtson@gmail.com

Address
PO Box 3528
Homer, Alaska 99603
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| strongly oppose proposal #62 and support for #63 because of the impacts that feral cats have on wildlife. Cats are the primary cause of

mortality in songbirds.


mailto:epknudtson@gmail.com

Submitted By

Christine Maack
Submitted On

10/26/2017 11:37:45 AM
Affiliation

Bird Treatment & Learning Center

Phone
9072784265
Email
cmaack@gci.net
Address
3522 Alexander Ave
Anchorage, Alaska 99508
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I wish to speak out in opposition to Proposal #62 and in favor Proposal #63 regarding feral cats. Having volunteered for 27 years at the
Bird Treatment & Learning Center, | have seen the damage inflicted on songbirds by cats, both feral and domestic. Rescuers often bring

us birds that appear to have hardly a mark on them, but were rescued from a cat. Despite different antibiotic treatments tried over the

years, they die. The bacteria in a cat's mouth is the kiss of death for any bird that comes in contact with it, usually taking 3-4 days to do the

job.

Birds are wildlife, and it is up to the Board of Game to guard against avoidable courses of action that will harm them. The cat issue is

notorious nationwide, since it is estimated that just free ranging domestic cats bring about the death of over a billion (with a B) songbirds a

year in North America. No one knows how many more fall prey to feral cats which must hunt to live. The steep decline in songbird
populations should tell us that they need all the help they can get.
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Christopher Mannix
Box 401
Talkeetna, Alaska 99676
cmannix@mtaonline.net

October 25, 2017
To: Alaska Board of Game

RE.: Proposal #62- Allow the release of sterilized, feral cats into the wild.; Proposal#63- Prohibit the release of feral or
stray domesticated cats into the wild.

Members of the Board of Game,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on these proposals. | will keep it short. | am totally opposed to Proposal
#62 which would allow for the release of feral cats into the wild. Feral cats pose an extremely high threat to wildlife
populations through both predation and as vectors of disease. To allow for their release into the wild, despite the good
intentions of the Proposal’s authors, is to invite disaster. No on Proposal #62.

I support Proposal #63 which would prohibit the release of feral or stray domesticated cats into the wild. The State
of Alaska does not need to encourage predation of wildlife populations, both game and non-game, by enabling the release of
these animals into the wild. Nor does the State need to aid and abet the spread of disease into the wild or into humans.
Prohibit Trap, Nueter, Release.

Sincerely,

Christopher Mannix


mailto:cmannix@mtaonline.net
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Megan O'Neill
Submitted On

10/25/2017 11:05:48 AM
Affiliation

I urge the Board of Game to vote against proposal 62 and vote for proposal 63. feral cats are a danger to Alaska's wildlife, birds and
human populations. There are over 70 million feral cats worldwide. One study estimates feral cats kill up to 24 billion wild animals and
birds every year. The greatest toll is on small birds. Furthermore the Center for Disease Control and Prevention warns feral cats can lead
to anincrease in rabies transmisions to humans. Feral cats also transmit other diseases to humans including typhus (cases in CA),
bubonic plague (case in OR) and toxoplasmosis.

For the safety of all Alaskans, our wildlife and bird populations, vote NO on proposal 62 and YES on proposal 63.
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Submitted By 10f1

Jill Parson
Submitted On

10/26/2017 4:20:28 PM
Affiliation

Phone

907-892-4404
Email

jparson@mtaonline.net
Address

PO Box 521315

Big Lake, Alaska 99652

I adamantly oppose proposal 62, for reasons including that feral cats kill many birds and are proven carriers of disease. | know you have
other documentation about these concerns. But | wish to add my personal concerns:

I'm a cat person. | have had cats for pets for many years. A few years ago an unfamiliar cat came up to me in my yard and started rubbing
my ankles and acted very friendly. | reached down to pet the cat and it clamped onto my hand such that | had to pry its mouth open with my
other hand to get free. It ran off, my hand swelled, and | ended up in the emergency room having antibiotics via IV every 8 hours for 24
hours, then antibiotic pills for an additional week. The doctor said that cat bites are almost always infectious, needing immediate
antibiotics to prevent serious illness, even life-threatening infections. The doctor and | also discussed rabies shots but at that time the
MatSu Valley had not had any incidence of rabies, confirmed by a couple calls | made, so | did not have the shots. 'm not sure that is still
the case in the Valley now and | know rabies is an issue elsewhere in the state.

In short, the cat was a stray sleeping under my neighbor’s shed. My experience was likely not unusual, and I've heard of a number of other
friends’ experiences with stray cats that reinforce my concerns about strays, not just feral cats but also cats that have escaped from their
owners.

To me, releasing cats intentionally into the wild is irresponsible, potentially injurious to others, and inhumane for the cat. Let me expand on
why this is inhumane.

Once trapped and released, capturing that cat again is unlikely, if necessary. Thus, if the cat is injured from a cat or dog fight, how will it
get proper medical care? Even if you can catch the cat, who will pay its medical bills? How often do you see a pile of flat fur in the road?
Did the cat die immediately when hit by a car or did it take several cars, and time, to finally die? Have you had a cat disappear in the
talons of an eagle or owl, possibly to be ripped apart still alive to be fed to its nestlings? Have you ever seen a cat with frost bitten ears
and toes? When injuries or age prevents it from getting food, how humane is it to slowly starve to death? Have you ever had a cat in your
neighborhood shot or poisoned because someone just got tired of its destructive presence on their property?

Cats are meant to be pets with regular food, veterinarian care, and a warm lap to curl up on. If a cat is antisocial or some other reason
prevents it from having a safe, healthy home, then the kindest step is to euthanize the cat, not simply neuter it and let it fend for itself.
Proposal 62 just does not make sense. Please vote NO on this proposal.

Thank you for your consideration. Jill Parson


mailto:jparson@mtaonline.net
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October 26, 2017

Ted Spraker, Chair
Members of the Alaska Board of Game

Via e-mail: dfe.bog.comments@alaska.gov

Dear Mr. Spraker and Members of the Alaska Board of Game,

We hope you're well. PETA is the world's largest animal rights organization, with
more than 6.5 million members and supporters worldwide, including nearly
14,000 Alaska residents. We hereby submit the following comments opposing
Proposal 62-5 AAC 92.029. Permit for Possessing Live Game, which would
allow for the abandonment of domestic cats in trap-neuter-return (TNR)
programs, and supporting Proposal 63-5 AAC 92.029. Permit for Possessing
Live Game, which would prohibit this practice.

PETA is an animal-protection organization, so our opposition to TNR arises from
animal-welfare concerns. Public officials should be concerned about the practice
for a number of reasons, in addition to those related to animal welfare—e.g., the
spread of rabies and other zoonotic diseases, the impact on wildlife populations,
and more. According to the National Association of State Public Health
Veterinarians (NASPHYV), "[N]o evidence exists that maintained cat colonies
adequately reduce human public health risks or appropriately address their impact
on pets or native wildlife. Several reports suggest that support of 'managed cat
colonies' may increase the public's likelihood of abandoning unwanted pets in lieu
of more responsible options."' In its "Compendium of Animal Rabies Prevention
and Control, 2016," the NASPHYV states that "[s]tray dogs, cats, and ferrets should
be removed from the community, and mechanisms should be put in place to
facilitate voluntary surrender of animals to prevent abandonment."?

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reports that cats are the
main domestic animal linked to human exposure to rabies.’ Recently, a cat
who'd been sterilized, vaccinated, and abandoned as part of a TNR program in
Florida bit a resident who was trying to help the suffering animal. The cat tested
positive for rabies, and the resident required post-exposure treatment for the fatal
virus.*

"National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, "Free-Roaming/Unowned/Feral
Cats," Position Statement, Sept. 1996 <http://www.tnrrealitycheck.com/media/NASPHV.pdf>.
*National Association of State Public Health Veterinarians, "Compendium of Animal Rabies
Prevention and Control, 2016," JAVMA, 248.5 (2016): 505-17
<http://www.nasphv.org/Documents/NASPHVRabiesCompendium.pdf>.

*A.D. Roebling et al., "Rabies Prevention and Management of Cats in the Context of Trap—
Neuter—Vaccinate—Release Programmes," Zoonoses and Public Health 61.4 (2014): 290-96
<http://www.coloradonativebird.org/uploads/3/3/7/5/3375180/catsrabiestnvr-article.pdf>.
“Steve Andrews, "Target 8: Trapped, Neutered, Vaccinated and Released Rabid Cat Bites Victim
in Hillsborough County," 7 June 2017, WFLA.com <http://wfla.com/2017/06/07/target-8-
trapped-neutered-vaccinated-and-released-rabid-cat-bites-victim-in-hillsborough-county/>.



mailto:dfg.bog.comments@alaska.gov
http://www.peta.org/blog/watch-video-trap-neuter-release-advocates-dont-want-see/
http://www.tnrrealitycheck.com/media/NASPHV.pdf
http://www.nasphv.org/Documents/NASPHVRabiesCompendium.pdf
http://www.coloradonativebird.org/uploads/3/3/7/5/3375180/catsrabiestnvr-article.pdf
http://wfla.com/2017/06/07/target-8-trapped-neutered-vaccinated-and-released-rabid-cat-bites-victim-in-hillsborough-county/
http://wfla.com/2017/06/07/target-8-trapped-neutered-vaccinated-and-released-rabid-cat-bites-victim-in-hillsborough-county/
http:WFLA.com

Feces deposited by cats in children's sandboxes, along creeks and streams, in gardens and parks,
and in other areas carry parasites that are dangerous to humans, their animal companions and
livestock, and native wildlife. Common diseases that are more rampant in the excrement of cats
allowed to roam than in that of cats kept indoors include toxoplasmosis, hookworms, and
roundworms. Outdoor cat colonies have also led to flea infestations, spreading typhus’ and even
the plague.® And feeding stations set up for cats attract wildlife—including coyotes, skunks,
raccoons, and bears—which increases the risk of disease and parasite transmission among these
animals and to human residents and companion animals.

Cats who are abandoned on the streets face daily battles against parasites, deadly contagious
diseases, extreme temperatures, speeding cars, predators, and more—battles that they'll
inevitably lose. The average life expectancy of an outdoor cat is just 2 to 5 years, compared to 12
to 15 years for a cat who lives indoors. We receive countless reports of incidents in which cats—
"managed" or not—have suffered and died horribly because they were forced to fend for
themselves outdoors. PETA's caseworkers routinely handle cruelty cases involving "outdoor
cats" who have been poisoned, shot, mutilated, tortured, set on fire, skinned alive, or killed or
injured in other cruel ways, often by property owners or neighbors who just didn't want them
there, regardless of their reproductive or vaccination status.

It's cruel even to propose trapping, neutering, and re-abandoning cats on the streets and natural
areas of Alaska, where winter temperatures can fall below minus-50 degrees. Every winter, we
receive reports about cats suffering in the cold, including those who lose ears, tails, and feet to
frostbite. Others are found frozen to the ground or with their eyes frozen open, are slashed to
ribbons when they crawl into car engines seeking warmth, or endure other such horrors. Last
year, a cat who had escaped from her home in Anchorage was found 18 hours later frozen to a
sidewalk. She was unresponsive, severely hypothermic, and covered with her own feces and
urine, and her tail (which may have required amputation) was frozen nearly solid.

It's also of serious concern that roaming cats terrorize and kill countless birds and other wildlife
who aren't equipped to deal with such predators. A 2013 New York Times article reports that feral
cats account for the majority of human-caused wildlife deaths in the U.S., an astounding "2.4
billion birds and 12.3 billion mammals a year, most of them native mammals."” The American
Bird Conservancy reports that "cat predation is one of the reasons why one in three American
bird species are in decline."®* We agree with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game that cats
should be kept indoors: "The average number of small animals each cat kills annually has been
variously estimated at between a dozen, to as many as 1,000. Multiply this by the number of
households and farms with such cats, and you see the magnitude of the concern for wildlife

°Ron Gonzales, "Santa Ana Announces Flea-Borne Typhus Alert," The Orange County Register,
25 May 2012 <http://www.ocregister.com/articles/santa-356066-control-typhus.html>.

5The Associated Press, "Stray Cat Found Near Albuquerque Died of Plague," 10 Apr. 2017,
LCSun-News.com <http://www.lcsun-news.com/story/news/local/new-mexico/2017/04/10/stray-
cat-found-near-albuquerque-died-plague/100311036/>.

"Natalie Angier, "That Cuddly Kitty Is Deadlier Than You Think," The New York Times, 29 Jan.
2013 <http://www.nytimes.com/2013/01/30/science/that-cuddly-kitty-of-yours-is-a-

killer.html? r=4&>.

¥Elizabeth Weise, "House Cats Kill More Critters Than Thought," USA Today, 7 Aug. 2012
<http://usatoday30.usatoday.com/news/nation/story/2012-08-06/house-cats-kill/56831262/1>.
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conservation. ... The single most effective action a cat owner can take to help protect wildlife is
to keep their cat indoors."’

Please let me know if PETA can provide additional information or assistance. Meanwhile, thank
you for your consideration and all your hard work for the citizens of Alaska.

Yours truly,

Teresa Chagrin
Animal Care and Control Specialist
Cruelty Investigations Department

Attachment
PETA Flier: "Homeless Cats Are Not Super-Felines"

?Alaska Department of Fish and Game, "Pets and Livestock: Wildlife Interactions,"
ADFG.Alaska.gov <http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=pets.interactions>.



http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=pets.interactions
http:ADFG.Alaska.gov

HOMELESS CATS
-FELINES

Cats who have been abandoned to fend for themselves are biologically identical
to the cats who share our homes, and they deserve—and require—the same care.

Trap-neuter-release (TNR) involves sterilizing and then abandoning homeless cats instead of sheltering them. Rather
than reducing homeless cat populations, TNR actually causes populations to increase. More people are likely to
abandon cats if they think the cats will be “cared for,” and food set out for “managed” colonies makes untrapped cats
better able to reproduce. Additionally, it attracts more cats (as well as wildlife, including foxes, raccoons, and rats).

TNR also fails to protect cats from the many dangers they face on the streets, including extreme temperatures,

deadly diseases, parasites, speeding cars, and attacks by dogs, wildlife, and cruel people.

Per PEOPLE FOR THE ETHICAL TREATMENT OF ANIMALS



DFG,

I have a comment on Proposals 61 and 63. I have lived for 22 years on the Beluga Lake Critical
Habitat area in Homer, on the north side of the lake. I have a boardwalk from the driveway,
gravel pad around the house, deck on the south side, and a narrow boardwalk to the south. So I
can see cats using this handy facility and watch them hunt and catch small mammals and birds
successfully. Of the many colors of cats, I have seen one with a collar. I use binoculars and have

often clapped and yelled to scare them away.

I believe free-roaming cats take a toll on the food chain, taking prey from raptors and coyotes,

and threatening the abundance of song birds.

I support Proposal 63 and hope it becomes a law. Public education is needed to make it
successful. I believe that most cat owners are unaware of the issues and of the law. Perhaps

notices in the newspapers.
Thank you,

Alice Porter

1318 Iris Court
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David & Sandra Porter
Submitted On

10/25/2017 4:31:03 PM
Affiliation

Sirs: We are strongly opposed to Proposal #62 and very much in favor of Proposal #63.

Peer-reviewed studies published in accredited scientific journals show that loose cats (feral and owned) are the single largest mortaility
factor for songbirds in North America, north of Mexico. Best estimates are that between 1.5 - 3.2 BILLION birds a year are killed. Loose
cats are an exotic that should be eiiminated, not fostered. Trap-Neuter-Release do not work and are just a balm for those who support it.

Do the right thing for wildlife in Alaska and adopt Proposal #63. Thanks.
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| object to proposals #62 and 63, and urge the Board to reject them. Releasing feral cats into the
Alaskan environment is a ridiculous and cruel idea. Cruel because of our weather conditions, and
ridiculous for a number of reasons.

Cats are predatory and kill small mammals and birds. Last summer | watched as my neighbor’s cat, a fat,
well-fed pet, raided a squirrel nest, killing one of the three babies. The cat did not eat it, nor did it go
after the other two. It was entirely a sporting thing. A feral cat would have killed and eaten them. At
that time | asked my neighbor to put a collar and bell on the cat, explaining that there would be nesting
birds in the neighborhood and the cat would be stalking them. | even provided the collar. Two weeks
later the cat was back, without a collar, with a sparrow in its mouth. Quite a few of our birds next on
the ground and cats are their number one predator. | cannot even imagine why it makes sense to
promote releasing wild cats. You would be releasing an INVASIVE animal into our environment. Cats
carry diseases. | already have to cover my grandchildren’s sandbox to keep domestic cats out of it, | will
not put up with feral cats.

It should be illegal for domestic cats to roam freely as well, but entertaining the idea of releasing feral
cats makes my blood boil. By the way, after watching my neighbor’s cat stalking and killing another bird
last summer, it seems to have disappeared. If you do pass these proposals | hope the punishment for
destroying said cats is not too harsh, there are plenty of people who would find great sport in getting rid
of ‘community’ cats.

Thank you for your time and service,

Tamara Reiser

Submitted By

Tamara Reiser
Submitted On

10/25/2017 2:07:58 PM
Affiliation

In regard to the proposals about releasing feral cats and allowing them to become ‘community cats' - NO! Please reject these proposals.
Cats kill small mammals and birds. They carry diseases and poop everywhere. We do not need community cats. Feral cats should be
humanely disposed of.

Thank you,

Tami Reiser



Dear Board of Game members,

I am concerned about the release of feral cats (Felis catus) into the environment. |
cannot think of a more devastating thing to do for our native as well as migratory songbirds that
come from all over the world to nest in Alaska. Many of these birds are ground nesters and cats
are top-of-the-line predators on small creatures. Cats are well-documented predators of birds and
small animals, having contributed to the extinction of at least 33 species of birds. Birds in
particular are a group of animals that are under duress in the environment and adding feral cats
to the mix just causes more stress on the populations.

When you are tasked with protecting the many animals of Alaska, to add a creature that
is not indigenous to the environment makes no sense. Alaska cannot and should not release
non-native animals into the wild. If anything, it should become illegal to allow ANY cats (Felis
catus) to roam freely in our natural environment.

Thank you for your service to the State of Alaska.
Francie Roberts

Homer, Alaska
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Submitted By 10f1
Charlotte Sartor
Submitted On
10/25/2017 6:36:03 PM
Affiliation
Phone
907-355-4578
Email
Cbsartor@gmail.com
Address

5900 S. Our Rd
Palmer, Alaska 99645

I support proposal 63 & stringlu oppose proposal 62. Cats are the leading killer of birds in the US. Releasing feral cats into the wild
increases the danger to wild birds


mailto:Cbsartor@gmail.com

October 22, 2017

Attn: Board of Game Comments
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Board Support Section

P.O. Box 115526

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526

Board of Game members:

These are my recommendations for two proposals to be considered at the November 2017
Board of Game meeting in Anchorage: Proposals 62 and 63.

My comments are guided and supported by The Wildlife Society’s (2011) position statement
on feral and free-ranging domestic cats, particularly the following two policies:

» “Support the passage and enforcement of local and state ordinances prohibiting the
feeding of feral cats, especially on public lands, and the release of unwanted pet or
feral cats into the wild.”

* “Oppose the passage of any local or state ordinances that legalize the maintenance
of "'managed” (trap/neuter/release) free-ranging cat colonies.”

Proposal 62 — Oppose. This proposal would allow the release of sterilized feral cats into
the wild by excepting them from 5 AAC 92.029 “Permit for Possessing Live Game.”

Proposal 62 is focused on humane treatment of domestic cats illegally released into the
wild. The proponent wants to legalize this practice to establish and maintain colonies of
feral cats outdoors. Nowhere does the proponent acknowledge the environmental impacts
of feral and free-ranging cats on Alaska’s wildlife.

The “case studies” and scientific papers cited in Proposal 62 (including its appendix) do not
support the multiple assertions that trap-neuter-return (TNR) programs are effective at
reducing feral cat populations. More to the point, feral cats are considered one of the
world’s 100 worst invasive species by the Invasive Species Specialist Group of the
International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN); feeding, vaccinating and releasing
cats into the wild will only exacerbate an already serious environmental and human health
problem by increasing numbers and longevity of feral cats; and food left outdoors at feral
cat colonies will attract moose, wild predators like coyotes and foxes, and deleterious exotic
wildlife like mice and pigeons, which is prohibited by state law.

| will address some of Proposal 62’s mischaracterizations below.

» Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR)
TNR programs live-trap feral and free-ranging cats, which are then spayed or neutered and
vaccinated. Any cats not adopted — and the proposal acknowledges that feral cats are

largely “unadoptable” — are returned to the wild.

The proposal claims that “TNR stabilizes or reduces community cat populations by
increasing the number of cats who are spayed or neutered and by decreasing the number
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of unwanted litters” and “is recognized worldwide as the most effective, sustainable, and
humane approach to community cat management.” These assertions are false.

None of the “case studies” cited in Proposal 62 conducted an objective, scientific estimate
of feral cat numbers before, during or after TNR was implemented. Reducing the number of
complaints, or cats brought in to shelters, or cats euthanized is not evidence of a population
reduction. Feral cat advocates compile and report cat numbers for these programs, which is
a potential source of bias. Contrary to what Proposal 62 claims, TNR has never been
shown to work on a scale larger than a single, small, isolated colony.

For instance, the densities of rats in Baltimore alleys prowled by feral cats is “remarkably
stable,” according to research conducted in 2004 which compared rat and cat population
estimates from a half century earlier (Glass et al. 2009). The researchers found that cats
did not rely on rats as their primary food source, but scavenged on many of the same food
resources as the rats. In other words, the cats were eating garbage.

With an estimated 187,000 feral cats (Mead 2007), Baltimore passed an ordinance
legalizing TNR in 2007 (Alley Cat Allies 2017). By 2013 the feral cat population had
increased to an estimated 200,000 cats (Bell et al. 2013). In 2016, with 1,100 feral cat
colonies established, residents were still complaining about too many cats (Simms 2016).

Chicago, which has some 650 managed feral cat colonies (Danner 2016), was named “the
rattiest city in the nation” by Orkin, the pest control company, in 2013 and 2014 (Braff
2016). In 2015, the city allowed a local TNR organization to release 3,500 more feral cats.
Subsequently, the estimated rat population climbed from 33,000 in 2014 to an anticipated
50,000 rats in 2016, leading Orkin to name Chicago the rattiest city once again (DeBat
2017).

According to the American Veterinary Medical Association and the Humane Society of the
U.S. estimators (AVMA 2017, Levy et al. 2014), Chicago is home to 660,000 pet and at
least 270,000 feral cats. So the Windy City has 20 times as many cats as rats.
Undoubtedly, these cats do far more harm to the environment than the rats.

European cities like London and Rome that have practiced TNR for five decades have
documented no declines in their free-ranging cat populations.

Here’s a more typical scenario. In 1996 the Chico Cat Coalition was formed to trap and
adopt an estimated 12 feral cats in Bidwell Park, an area of less than six square miles
(Urseny 2010). According to Levy and Crawford (2004) “the high visibility of the project
encouraged more abandonment, and new cats and kittens are found regularly.” By 2012
about 1,000 cats had been removed, with more than 700 adopted (Urseny 2012). People
keep abandoning cats in the park because owners believe it is a “cat-friendly place” with
lots of birds to eat and places to hide. This was a trap-remove program, not TNR.
Nevertheless, it demonstrates the kind of problems that arise when well-meaning
volunteers attempt to avoid simply eradicating the feral cats.

The appendix to Proposal 62 cited five scientific articles in support of TNR. Two of the
studies cited (Finkler et al. 2011, Neville and Remfry 1984) were not designed to measure
population effects of TNR. Instead, the researchers were studying cat aggression.

Hughes and Slater (2002) assessed a TNR program on a Texas campus during a two-year
period. The researchers, who did not estimate cat population size before or after the test,



concluded “It cannot be stated definitively that the total number of cats on campus has
decreased because the study was not designed to determine this.”

Levy et al. (2003) investigated a TNR program on a Florida campus and found a significant
decrease in the number of cats after 11 years. However, the first population estimate didn’t
occur until halfway through the study, and of 155 identifiable cats 47% were adopted, 15%
had disappeared, 11% were euthanized, and 6% had moved into a nearby wooded area. In
other words, at least 74% of the cats removed from the study did not benefit from TNR, and
additional stray and abandoned cats continued to turn up. In a subsequent study (Foley et
al. 2005) of which Levy was a co-author, the researchers concluded that the TNR program
she studied would have had to remove, spay or neuter at least 94% of all cats to reduce
population growth, a rate that was never achieved.

Levy et al. (2014) evaluated another TNR program in a Florida county over a two-year
period. Feral cat population estimates were based on surveys of residents, which is not an
objective metric. In a subsequent modeling exercise (Miller et al. 2014; Levy was once
again a co-author) that incorporated immigration from adjacent areas and newly abandoned
cats, the researchers concluded that trapping and removing cats would be more effective
than TNR at reducing feral cat populations. In their words, “Successful population
management under conditions of demographic connectivity would require removing 20% of
the population, or sterilizing 30% of the untreated segment of the population, every six
months, on a sustained basis.”

Thus, the five scientific articles cited by Proposal 62 do not support the assertion that TNR
works. To the contrary, many scientific articles have come to the opposite conclusion. | will
cite a few.

Natoli et al. (2006), who studied decades of TNR efforts in Rome, Italy, concluded that “all
these efforts without an effective education of people to control the reproduction of house
cats (as a prevention for abandonment) are a waste of money, time and energy.”

Castillo and Clarke (2003) found that TNR programs in two parks in Miami, Florida, didn’t
reduce feral cat populations during a one-year period. The number of original cats
decreased due to adoption and mortalities; however, the cat populations in both parks
increased due to immigration or illegal abandonment. The authors believed that the
existence of TNR programs encouraged local cat owners to abandon their cats.

Anderson et al. (2004) showed control strategies that target survival are more effective at
reducing cat populations than those that target fecundity (i.e., TNR). Spaying 75% of
reproductive females yielded a lamda of 1.08. Thus, 88% must be spayed to stabilize the
population. However, removing 50% of female cats yielded a lambda less than 1.0 while a
75% reduction resulted in a lambda of 0.47, meaning the population could be halved each
year, absent immigration or abandonment of new cats.

Schmidt et al. (2009) also modeled feral cat populations, but factored in immigration.
Euthanasia was comparable or more effective than TNR or a combination of euthanasia
and TNR at reducing population size at all treatment rates (25%, 50%, 75%) and
immigration rates (0%, 25%, 50%), except the 25% treatment rate with 50% immigration.
Euthanasia resulted in greater total population decreases than did TNR and a combination
of euthanasia and TNR; however, the total effort required to reduce each population by 1%
was highest for euthanasia.
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Lohr et al. (2013) compared TNR with euthanasia over a 30-year period for cat populations
on Oahu, Hawaii. Abandonment reduced effectiveness of both methods; however, without
abandonment, euthanasia extirpated colonies in at least 75% of the model’s simulations
within the second year, whereas it took 30 years for TNR. Including a 10% annual
increment from abandoned cats, the colony returned to carrying capacity within 6 years and
the euthanasia program had to be repeated, whereas TNR never reduced the population to
zero within the 30-year time frame. TNR was approximately twice as expensive as
euthanasia, weighing the TNR-related costs of food, veterinary care, and microchips (with
all other activities done by volunteers) versus euthanasia-related costs of drugs, wages of
professional trappers, and trapping equipment.

McCarthy et al. (2013) also employed a population simulation model and found that TNR
was always less effective than lethal control. The authors found that “multiple studies have
suggested that decreased survival rate is more effective than decreased fecundity at
reducing population size.”

Loyd and DeVore (2010) compared feral cat management options using a decision analysis
network. Their model predicted that “TNR strategies [with kitten adoption] would be the
optimal management decision for populations of less than 50 cats while trap-euthanize
would be the optimal management decision for populations greater than 50 cats.” According
to the authors, “removal is predicted to reduce feral cat populations quickly and prevent
cats from taking a large number of wildlife prey.” They also concluded that “TNR programs
alone have never been shown to stabilize a feral cat population in the scientific literature”
and “TNR programs increase adverse effects on native wildlife.”

Longcore et al. (2009) compared the arguments in support of TNR by many feral cat
advocates with the scientific literature. Advocates promoting TNR often claim that feral cats
harm wildlife only on islands and not on continents; fill a natural or realized niche; do not
contribute to the decline of native species; and are insignificant vectors or reservoirs of
disease. Advocates also frequently make claims about the effectiveness of TNR, including
claims that colonies of feral cats are eventually eliminated by TNR and that managed
colonies resist invasion by other cats. The authors found that scientific literature contradicts
each of these claims.

e  “Vacuum effect”

Proposal 62 places a great deal of emphasis on the “vacuum effect,” by which the proposer
believes that removing feral cats won’t work because “Sooner or later, the empty habitat
attracts other members of the species from neighboring areas, who move in to take
advantage of the same resources that attracted the first group (like shelter, food, and
water).”

Proposal 62 is written from the perspective of a person who wants to maintain a small feral
cat colony in an area surrounded by other feral cats. It fails to account for the big picture.

Applying the concept of a vacuum effect to feral cats is problematic. First, feral cats are
invasive exotic species — they aren’t supposed to be there in the first place. Second, in
Alaska feral cat populations are largely confined to limited areas inhabited by humans.

Thus, the habitat in question is not and never was “empty.” Even in and near Alaska

communities, habitats support, or should support, native predators — like lynx, foxes, and
marten — with which cats compete and infect with diseases like rabies and toxoplasmosis.

4
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The vacuum effect requires the presence of a contiguous population adjacent to the treated
area. Unlike a native species like lynx, which are widespread in suitable habitat, once a
feral cat population is reduced or eradicated in a community in Alaska, immigration from
surrounding natural areas is often unlikely.

e Large numbers of feral cats kill and compete with native species

Proposal 62 repeatedly fails to acknowledge that cats are an exotic, invasive species that
competes with native furbearers and fur animals by killing millions of small birds and
mammals. This is the crux of the issue and the reason why cats should never be released
into the wild.

Cats have become the most popular pet in North America, with an estimated 84 million in
homes. Credible national estimates of feral and other unowned cats range from 30 million
to 80 million.

Hundreds of scientific studies have documented numbers of birds and mammals killed by
cats. A meta-study conducted by Loss et al. (2013) and summarized by Marra and Santella
(2016) combined the best of these studies into an estimate of the total number killed by cats
in the Lower 48 states. According to their analysis, cats kill an estimated 1.3 to 4 billion
birds and 6.3 to 22.3 billion mammals annually. Most of the species are native to the area,
not pests like rats or house mice. Free-ranging cats kill more birds than wind turbines,
automobiles, windows, pesticides, poisons and all other human causes combined.

Anchorage residents own more cats than dogs, more than 73,000 pet cats based on an
estimate provided by Anchorage Animal Control, which uses the American Veterinary
Medical Association pet calculation tool (AVMA 2017).

That figure does not include feral or unowned cats. Two veterinarians who co-authored a
scientific paper entitled “Humane Strategies for Controlling Feral Cat Populations”, found it
reasonable to estimate a community’s feral cat population at one cat for every two
households, or about 50,000 feral cats for a city the size of Anchorage (Levy and Crawford
2004). The Humane Society of the United States and several scientific studies (Levy et al.
2014) estimate a community’s feral cat population at one-tenth the human population,
which suggests approximately 30,000 feral cats in Anchorage. I'll use the lower number.

Thus, Anchorage alone has an estimated 103,000 cats.

I've estimated the number of birds and mammals killed by cats in Anchorage based on the
national data and formulas used by Loss et al. (2013). Owned cats killed an average of 3.4-
13.2 birds and 8.7-21.8 mammals, while unowned cats killed an average of 30-47.6 birds
and 177.3-299.5 mammals annually. Owned cats were allowed outside, on average, by 40-
70% of households and an estimated 50-80% of these cats hunted while outside. Unowned
cats were all outside, by definition, and an estimated 80-100% hunted. Using only the
lowest figures in each range above, Anchorage cats kill at least 1,148,000 birds and
5,975,000 mammals annually. If that figure seems high, consider this: that’s less than 1 bird
per month per cat. | suspect the actual predation rate is higher.

The high levels of predation are primarily due to unnaturally large populations of cats. Feral
and free-ranging cats are often subsidized by garbage and other foods provided by
humans; therefore, they can survive at much higher densities than native predators.
Estimates of feral cat populations in and near large cities are 100 to 1,000 times higher than
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estimates of populations of native predators like foxes, marten, lynx, ermine, river otters,
and mink in suitable habitat (Turner and Bateson [2000], Feldhamer et al. 2003), and feral
cats are also much more numerous than native predators in many rural areas. Crooks and
Soule (1999) have observed numbers of hunting, outdoor cats 10-15 times more abundant
in California natural areas than wild predators like foxes and coyotes. Obviously, any bird or
small mammal consumed by a cat is not available to a native predator.

There is an indirect cause of bird mortality attributable to free-roaming cats. Seeing a cat
near its nest decreased parental feeding rates of songbirds, which has been linked to
significantly lower nestling survival and increased nest predation during the following 24
hours. Indirect losses generated by fear or avoidance of an overabundant predator have
not been factored into cat-caused mortality estimates (Bonnington et al. 2013).

 Feral cat diseases infect wildlife and humans

Proposal 62 states “Opponents of TNR argue free-roaming cats are a threat to public
health, but there is a lot of misinformation in their claims.” Once again, the misinformation is
being propagated by the proposal.

According to Gerhold and Jessup (2013) and the Cornell University College of Veterinary
Medicine (2014), people are infected by cat-borne diseases. These include bacterial
infections (e.g., cat scratch disease, salmonella), parasites (e.g., fleas, scabies,
roundworms, hookworms), fungal infections (e.g., ringworm), protozoal infections (e.g.,
cryptosporidiosis, giardiasis, toxoplasmosis), and viral infections (e.g., rabies).

Proposal 62 doesn't consider it significant that cats accounted for 61% of the rabid
domestic animals reported in 2014. Feral cats are less likely than domestic cats to be
vaccinated for rabies (Gerhold and Jessup 2013). Since 1988 cats have been the leading
cause of rabies infections in humans from domestic animals. Feral cat feeding stations
attract native species that are infected by rabid cats. Bites and scratches from free-ranging
cats result in approximately one-third of rabies post-exposure prophylaxis treatments in
humans in the United States, and “cases of rabies exposure owing to free-roaming cats are
likely underestimated.”

The proposal also claims “the last documented case of human rabies from exposure to a
rabid cat was in 1975.” Gerhold and Jessup (2013) describe a case of rabies in an 8-year-
old girl from California who had multiple cat bites from free-roaming cat colonies near her
home in 2010.

Proposal 62 also claims that ingestion or contact with raw or undercooked meat is the most
common source of toxoplasmosis in humans. This is correct; however, the source of
infection in the meat is ultimately due to oocysts shed in cat feces.

It's important to note that, while there are many intermediate hosts, the only creature in
which Toxoplasma gondii can reproduce sexually — the definitive host — is a member of the
cat family. Cats are largely unaffected by toxoplasmaosis; they transmit the parasite to the
rest of us.

Toxoplasma oocysts are extremely persistent in the environment and can exist for months
or years in soil or water, even in saltwater. Toxoplasmosis infects and kills river otters, sea
otters, seals, sea lions, walruses, and beluga whales.



Cats can infect moose and other game animals, and humans may acquire toxoplasmaosis
from eating undercooked moose meat (Siepierski et al. 1990). In 2011 an Alaskan woman,
Lauren Hamm, ate a medium-rare steak from a moose shot by her husband on Joint Base
Elmendorf-Richardson when she was 24 months pregnant (Brasch 2013). Her son was
born prematurely 8 weeks later with an irregular heart rate, fluid around his organs and
lesions on his eyes and brain. The moose was infected with Toxoplasma gondii excreted in
cat feces.

Up to 22 million Americans are infected with Toxoplasma gondii, a little less than half of
them from swallowing oocysts excreted into the environment by cats. In most healthy
adults, physical symptoms are similar to the flu. However, if infected with toxoplasmosis in
the first trimester, one in ten human fetuses will be aborted or become malformed.

Toxoplasmosis also changes human behavior, and individuals with latent toxoplasmosis are
susceptible to an array of mental illnesses, including severe depression, bipolar disorder,
obsessive-compulsive disorder, and schizophrenia. Women infected with toxoplasmosis are
twice as likely to commit suicide than women without the infection.

Allowing cats to be released into the wild and encouraging the establishment of outdoor cat
colonies will inevitably increase the number of free-ranging cats in Alaska. We need fewer,
not more feral cats. Therefore, | strongly oppose adoption of Proposal 62.

Proposal 63 — Support with amendment. This proposal seeks to maintain the status quo
with regard to the release of domesticated cats into the wild. However, it also states that
“The alternative solution | propose would be to reclassify feral cats as ‘vermin’ and allow
unlimited take, year round.”

| support the intent of this proposal; however, because Alaska does not have a
classification for “vermin,” the board should amend the proposal to add feral and free-
ranging cats to the state’s list of deleterious exotic wildlife (5 AAC 92.990[a][52]). This
would automatically add feral and free-ranging cats to the list of animals that may not be
intentionally or negligently fed by a person per 5 AAC 92.230.

Unconfined or unrestrained feral cats are listed by the Invasive Species Specialist Group of
the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) as one of the world’s 100 worst
invasive species along with rats, starlings, and rabbits, which are already listed as
deleterious exotic species in Alaska. Another meta-analysis — comparing past and present
impacts of invasive predators on worldwide bird, mammal and reptile populations — placed
feral cats at the top of a list which included rats and mice, dogs, red foxes, pigs, mongooses
and stoats (Doherty et al. 2016).

Domestic cats, primarily feral and free-ranging cats, kill an estimated 1.3 to 4 billion birds
and 6.3 to 22.3 billion mammals annually in the contiguous United States. Food left
outdoors for feral cats — a necessary component of maintaining outdoor cat colonies for
trap-neuter-release programs — would also attract bears, foxes, coyotes, and deleterious
exotic wildlife such as rats, rock doves (pigeons), and starlings. This, of course, is already
prohibited by state law.

Feral cat-feeding stations attract more than cats. A trail camera monitoring a cat-feeding
station for 11 days in California documented only 4% of visits by feral cats (Urban Wildlife
Research Project 2013). Wildlife, including foxes, made up 96% of the visits.
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Another study in California found native rodents and birds were less abundant and invasive
house mice were more abundant in parks where people fed cats (Hawkins et al. 2004). Cat-
feeding stations also attracted birds and mammalian omnivores such as foxes. However,
almost twice as many native birds were observed in parks without cat-feeding stations.

Cats infect moose, deer, and other game animals with toxoplasmaosis (The Wildlife Society
2014). Humans are also infected by Toxoplasma by consuming raw or undercooked meat
that is infected by oocysts shed in cat feces. Infection has been linked to schizophrenia and
can lead to miscarriages, blindness, memory loss, and death.

In summary, feral cats are an invasive species not native to North America. Feral cats now
kill billions of wild animals annually in North America, and by Kkilling these animals cats
compete with native furbearers and fur animals. Cats pose a serious risk of disease to
wildlife and humans. Feeding outdoor cats will inevitably attract and feed wild animals,
including deleterious exotic wildlife like pigeons, starlings and house mice. The Wildlife
Society recommends that feral cats not be released into the wild or fed outdoors. Two feral
animals — ferrets and swine — are already classified as deleterious exotic wildlife in Alaska.
Feral cats are arguably the most deleterious exotic species found in Alaska. For all of these
reasons, feral cats should be added to the list of deleterious exotic wildlife.
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My concern is about the release of Feral Cats (Felis catus) into the environment. | cannot think of a more devastating thing to do for our
migratory as well as native song birds which come from all over the world to nest in Alaska. It seems like anidiotic thing to do in a place
like Alaska! Many of these birds are ground nesters and cats are top of the line predators on small creatures.

It should be noted that cats ( domestic and feral) are the largest predator on song birds world wide.Cats have contributed to
the extinction of 33 species and continue to adversely impact a wide variety of other species, including those at risk of extinction. Globally,
the number of at-risk bird species has increased from 47 to 87 between 2001 and 2015

Studies in the US have reallized that cats kill between 1.4 & 3.7 billion birds every year, more than window strikes ( a distant 2nd), wire
strikes, road kill, and wild animal predation.

Being non-native animals, it would be introducing an INVASIVE animal into the wild. That is totally against logic and the law. Many
municipalities in Canada already have bylaws that obligate residents to keep their pets indoors,

USFW has spent millions of dollars in Alaska ridding islands of the Aleutians from invasive predators introduced in the last few centuries,
including marmots, foxes, reindeer, and rats. ltis far easier and cheaper to PREVENT invasive predators from disrupting nature than to try
to correct after the fact

Alaska cannot and should not do that. If anything, it should become illegal to allow ANY to roam freely in our natural environment.
Thanks for listening
Carla Stanley

Homer, Alaska


mailto:4rdog24@gmail.com
http://americanbirdconservancy.org/threat/extinction/
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October 25, 2017
3833 Aprill PI.
Homer, AK 99603

To Whom It May Concern:

I would like to address my great concern regarding the release of feral cats (Felis catus) into the
environment. | cannot think of a more devastating thing to do for our native as well as migratory song
birds, which come from all over the world to nest in Alaska. It seems like an unwise and foolish thing to
do in a place like Alaska! Many of these birds are ground nesters and cats are top-of-the-line predators
on small creatures.

The numbers of birds killed by feral cats is truly astounding. Studies in the US have realized that cats Kkill
between 1.4 and 3.7 billion birds every year, more than window strikes (a distant 2nd), wire strikes, road
kill, and wild animal predation!

It should be noted that cats (domestic and feral) are the largest predator on song birds worldwide. Cats
have also contributed to the extinction of 33 species and continue to adversely impact a wide variety of
other species, including those at risk of extinction. Globally the number of at-risk bird species has
increased from 47 to 87 between 2001 and 2015

Being non-native animals, it would be introducing an INVASIVE animal into the wild. That is
totally against logic and the law. Many municipalities in Canada already have laws that obligate residents
to keep their pets indoors,

USFW has spent millions of dollars in Alaska ridding islands of the Aleutians from invasive predators
introduced in the last few centuries, including marmots, foxes, reindeer, and rats. It is far easier and
cheaper to PREVENT invasive predators from disrupting nature than to try to correct the problem after
the fact.

Alaska cannot and should not do that. If anything, it should become illegal to allow ANY cats (felis catus)
to roam freely in our natural environment.

Thank you for your time and consideration of the above information.
Sincerely,

Joanne Thordarson


http://americanbirdconservancy.org/threat/extinction/
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Board of Game Proposal

| understand you are thinking of allowing feral cats to be released into the wild to
be community cats. | am very much opposed to this. Cats are a very real threat
to the lives of wild birds. They are the cause of the death of more birds than
anything other thing. | have worked with bird rehabilitation organizations and
have seen birds come in who have been attacked by cats — they do not live even
with the best of care. Please do not pass #62.

Joanna Walch.
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Submitted By 10f1
Jack Wiles
Submitted On
10/25/2017 12:41:36 PM
Affiliation

Phone
9072993995
Email
wilesmichaud@msn.com
Address
PO Box 639
Homer, Alaska 99603

I am writing in opposition to Proposal 62 to allow the release of feral cats (domestic) into the wild. I support Proposal 63 to prohibit the
introduction of a feral predator like a feral cat into the wild.

The best available science strongly shows that feral domestic cats, even if sterilized, belled, or declawed, are major predators to birds and
small mammals. Respect the 'wild' of wildlife by preventing the introduction of this invasive predator.


mailto:wilesmichaud@msn.com
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http:Cleveland.com
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http:http://store.usgs.gov
http://www.usgs.gov/pubprod
http:http://www.usgs.gov
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mailto:Richard.Heilbrun@tpwd.texas.gov
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http:tularensis).13
http:rabid.10
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http://joomla.wildlife.org/documents/positionstatements/28-Feral%20&%20Free%20Ranging%20Cats
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http:WILDLIFE.COM
WWW.GEORGIA
http://www.abcbirds.org/abcprograms/po!icy/cats/materials/predation.pdf
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mailto:todd.schneider@dnr.state.ga.us
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http:www.wildlife.org
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http://www.plosone.org/article/info%3Adoi%2F10.l37l
mailto:peterson@ncsu.edu
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Submitted By

Robert A. Winckler
Submitted On

10/25/2017 4:05:56 PM
Affiliation

NA

Phone
907-376-8594
Email
winckler@mtaonline.net
Address
P.0.Box 87738
Wasilla, Alaska 99687

| am strongly opposed to Proposal 62 (5 AAC 92.029), that would allow the release of sterilized, feral cats into the wild.

PC457
10f1

I am strongly in favor of Proposal 63 (5 AAC 92.029), that would prohibit the release of feral or stray domesticated cats into the wild. Cats
are not native to the wild in North America, yet they are the number one predator of wild birds. Under no circumstances should cats be

released into the wild.


mailto:winckler@mtaonline.net

October 25, 2017

To the Board of Game - Regarding Proposals 62 & 63

AGAINST Proposal 62:

It is widely acknowledged in scientific, ornithology and conservation circles,
that both domestic and feral cats are the largest predator of song birds world
wide.

Cats have contributed to the extinction of 33 species and continue to adversely
Impact a wide variety of other species, including those at risk of extinction.

This from Migratory Bird Center, Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute:

“We estimate that free-ranging domestic cats kill 1.4-3.7 billion birds and
6.9-20.7 billion mammals annually. Un-owned cats, as opposed to owned
pets, cause the majority of this mortality. Our findings suggest that
free-ranging cats cause substantially greater wildlife mortality than previously
thought and are likely the single greatest source of anthropogenic mortality for
US birds and mammals.”

Cats do not just hunt adult birds; many birds are ground nesters, and the eggs
and chicks are exceptionally vulnerable to predation. Plus, all birds are
vulnerable when they first fledge from their nests.

Being non-native animals, these are invasive animals in the wild. Many
municipalities in Canada already have bylaws that obligate residents to keep
their pets indoors.

If anything, there is a good case for obliging all cat-owners to keep their pets
inside at all times.

FOR Proposal 63:

For all the reasons stated above, coupled with the significant health hazards
presented by cats, domestic and feral, | am favor of Proposal 63.

Thank you for your time.

Clark T Winne,
P.O.Box 15112, Fritz Creek, AK 99603
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October 25, 2017

To the Board of Game - Regarding Proposals 62 & 63

AGAINST Proposal 62:

It is widely acknowledged in scientific, ornithology and conservation circles,
that both domestic and feral cats are the largest predator of song birds world
wide.

Cats have contributed to the extinction of 33 species and continue to adversely
Impact a wide variety of other species, including those at risk of extinction.

This from Migratory Bird Center, Smithsonian Conservation Biology Institute:

“We estimate that free-ranging domestic cats kill 1.4-3.7 billion birds and
6.9-20.7 billion mammals annually. Un-owned cats, as opposed to owned
pets, cause the majority of this mortality. Our findings suggest that
free-ranging cats cause substantially greater wildlife mortality than previously
thought and are likely the single greatest source of anthropogenic mortality for
US birds and mammals.”

Cats do not just hunt adult birds; many birds are ground nesters, and the eggs
and chicks are exceptionally vulnerable to predation. Plus, all birds are
vulnerable when they first fledge from their nests.

Being non-native animals, these are invasive animals in the wild. Many
municipalities in Canada already have bylaws that obligate residents to keep
their pets indoors.

If anything, there is a good case for obliging all cat-owners to keep their pets
inside at all times.

FOR Proposal 63:

For all the reasons stated above, coupled with the significant health hazards
presented by cats, domestic and feral, | am favor of Proposal 63.

Thank you for your time.

Victoria Wilson Winne,
P.O.Box 15112, Fritz Creek, AK 99603
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Submitted By 10f1

Kathy
Submitted On

10/13/2017 9:04:58 AM
Affiliation

Please Do Not do this.

You will spread disease to your game ( Toxoplasmosis) and also the children are vulnerable to this parasite. Your gamebird chicks will be
atrisk Look at Australia You do not want your beautiful ecosystem to end up with cats.,
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