
     
  

  
    

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
   

 
   

 
 

 

  
 

 
 

  
 

     
  

  
  

 
 

  
  

 
 

PROPOSAL 76 – 5 AAC 92.015. Brown bear tag fee exemption. Reauthorize the brown bear 
tag fee exemptions for the Central/Southwest Region as follows: 

5 AAC 92.015. Brown bear tag fee exemption 
(a) A resident tag is not required for taking a brown bear in the following units: 

(1)  Unit 11; 
(2)  Units 13 and 16(A); 
(3)  Unit 16(B) and 17; 
… 

(11) Unit 9, within the following areas, unless a smaller area is defined by the 
department in an applicable permit: 

(A) Unit 9(B), within five miles of the communities of Port Alsworth, 
Nondalton, Iliamna, Newhalen, Pile Bay, Pedro Bay, Pope Vanoy Landing, 
Kakhonak, Igiugig, and Levelock; 

(B) Unit 9(C), within five miles of the communities of King Salmon, Naknek, 
and South Naknek; 

(C) Unit 9(D), within five miles of the communities of Cold Bay, King Cove, 
Sand Point, and Nelson Lagoon; 

(D) Unit 9(E), within five miles of the communities of Egegik, Pilot Point, 
Ugashik, Port Heiden, Port Moller, Chignik Lake, Chignik Lagoon, Chignik Bay, 
Perryville, and Ivanof Bay; 
(12) Unit 10, within three miles of the community of False Pass, unless a smaller 

area is defined by the department in an applicable permit. 
(b) In addition to the units as specified in (a) of this section, if a hunter obtains a 

subsistence registration permit before hunting, that hunter is not required to obtain a resident 
tag to take a brown bear in the following units: 

(1) Unit 9(B); 
(2) Unit 9(E), that portion including all drainages that drain into the Pacific Ocean 

between Cape Kumliun and the border of Unit 9(D) and Unit 9(E); 
(3) Unit 17; 

… 

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Brown bear tag fee 
exemptions must be reauthorized annually or the fee will be automatically reinstated. 

General Season Hunts: The Board of Game (board) liberalized brown bear hunting regulations 
including the tag fee exemption to increase the harvest of brown bears in Units 11, 13, and 16 
during the March 2003 board meeting and in Unit 17 during the March 2011 board meeting. The 
tag fee exemption in these units provides greater opportunity to harvest of brown bears by 
allowing opportunistic harvest.  

The board also exempted brown bear tag fees for bear hunts near communities in Unit 9 to 
address public safety concerns in communities during the board meeting in March 2011. Brown 
bears are abundant in Unit 9 and are managed as a trophy species. Brown bears are frequently 
observed in communities where they destroy property in search of food or garbage and 
occasionally kill pets. The liberalized bear seasons and bag limits adopted along with the 



   
     

   
 

 
 

  
 

  
 

 
         

elimination of the tag fee were intended to allow people to take bears before they destroy 
property, to promote a greater acceptance of the unit’s bear population, and to resolve some of 
the compliance issues associated with the take of bears in defense of life or property. 

Subsistence Brown Bear Hunts: The board waived the brown bear tag fee requirement for 
subsistence brown bear hunts in Unit 17 and portions of Unit 9. Subsistence brown bear harvest 
rates are low and well within sustainable limits. Exempting the resident tag fee has not caused an 
increase in subsistence harvest in these units. Continuation of the exemption accommodates 
cultural and traditional uses of brown bears in these units and provides an alternative for hunters 
who take brown bears primarily for their meat. 

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-F17-037) 
****************************************************************************** 




