Paul Shadura-SOKI ACR 19 RCO015

October 26, 2022

Alaska Board of Fisheries
Chairman Van-Dort

Re: ACR #19

Members of the Board,

Please review submissions of especially;

Fishery Data Series No. 22-13

Late-Run Kasilof River Chinook Salmon Sonar Assessment, 2019-2020
Published: August 2022

SOKI believes that this document supplies the Board with “new and significant” data that was not
available to the members and the public. Within the report statements directed to sustainability of the
Chinook stocks bound for the Kasilof River system and methodologies used to assure accurate ARIS
counting is paramount to the establishing of escapement goals and the parameters of accuracy
encompassing the process.

Please accept ACR 19 to address the ESCAPEMENT issues on the Kasilof River/Tustumena sockeye and
Chinook salmon issues.

Thank you,

Paul A. Shadura It
SOKI

P.0. 1632

Kenai, AK.
907.252.4290
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Intredusea By: Hutehings; Chilsen
L AYD QWN Date: July 27, 2022
\ Agtien:
e Vete:
CITY OF SOLDOTNA
RESOLUTION 2022-035

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA GOMMISSIONER OF EiSH AND
GAME ALLOW THE EAST SIDE SETNET FISHERY ADDITIONAL OBPORTUNITY TO
HARVEST S8OCKEYE SALMON DURING THE 2022 SEASON

WHEREAS, the City of Seldotna benefits frem well-managed salmen runs as a eentral part of its
ecenemy and guality of life: and '

WHEREAS, all user greups within the City: spert; [persenal use; subsistence and commereial
benefit from healthy sustainable runs in the Kenai River: and

WHEREAS, the City 8upperts the Implementatien of fisheries regulations based en seund seience
8nd researeh-based bislogy intended to achieve a maximum sustainable yield previding for the
highest possible Rumber of Feturning salmen and greatest eppertunity fer all user groups: and

WHEREAS, soekeye salmen funs in beth the Kenai and Kasilef Rivers are gurrently projested te
exeeed eseapement goals; and

WHEREAS, personal use fishermen, sport fishermen, and the eemmereial drift fleet are all
currently permitied te harvest sackeye salmen with expanded eppertunities ineluding spert fish
limits of six per day and 24 heur a day persenal use epperunities: and

WHEREAS, in-river guides alse have epperiunities te guide slients fer sockeye salmen; and

WHEREAS, the enly user group eurrently denied any oppertunity te harvest soekeye salmen are
the East Side Setnet fisheries participants: and

WHEREAS, there are over 400 East Side Setnet Permit helders in the Upper Ceok Inlet, with
close te 80 pereent Alaska Residents and appreximately 80 pereent of these Alaskans residing
on the Kenal Peninsula Bereugh: and

WHEREAS, the East Side Setnet fishery has a long histery en the Kenai Peninsula preceding
Stateheed; and

WHEREAS, the East Side Setnet fishery provides direct employment epportunities, is a eritieal
business sempenent ef lecal seafeod processers and suppers numeraus other local businesses
threugh its activities: and

WHEREAS, in 2021, mere than ene millien sockeye in excess of eseapement geals entered the
Kenai River resulting in ecenemie eppertunity eests estimated te be 880 millien dellars: and

WHEREAS, the eurrent late run king salmen return in the Kenai River is projected to mest
eseapement goals within an allewable margin ef error using the Alaska Depariment of Fish and
Game timing seenarios if the Fun is twe days ef mere late: and

WHEREAS, Department of Fish and Game harvest data shews that enly 32 late run Kenai River
large king salmen were harvesied in the East Side Setnet fishery threugh July 14, 2022
representing a very small fraction of a percent of needed escaperment; and
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WHEREAS, while all user greups are targeting seekeye, all incidentally cateh king salmen while
eendueting their fisheries: and

WHEREAS, allewing all other user groups 1o eontinue to harvest soekeye with inereased fishing
oppertunities while sermpletely prohibiting the East Side Setnet fishery te harvest seckeye is
inequitable, dees not appear to be seientifieally based, will result in econemis disaster fer seme
East Side Fishermen and negatively impaets the ecenemy of the Gity ef Seldetna:

K&Vékz HEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNGIL OF THE GITY OF SOLDOTNA,

ection 1.  That the City Gouneil of Seldetna requests the Gemmissioner of the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game to autherize further soekeye salmen fishing
epportunity for the East Side Setnet fishery during the 2022 seasen.

Seetien2  That a eopy of this Reselutien be forwarded te the State of Alaska Gemmissioner
of Figh and Game, all members of the Beard ef Fisheries, and Geverner Mike
Dunleavy.

Seetion 3.  This reselution shall beceme effestive immediately upen its adeptien.

ADOPTED BY THE CITY COUNCIL THIS 27TH DAY OF JULY, 2022,

Paul J. Whitney, Mayer
ATTEST:

Brekke Hewitt, CMC; Interim Gity Clerk

Yes:
Ne:
Apsapt:
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Sponsored by; Viee Mayer Glendening, Couneil Members Knackstedt, Pettey,
' Winger, Baisden and Sounart

CITY OF KENAI
RESOLUTION NO. 2022-§7

A RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE STATE OF ALASKA COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND GAME
ALLOW THE EAST SIDE SETNET FISHERY ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITY TO HARVEST SOCKEYE

SALMON DURING THE 2022 SEASON.

WHEREAS, the City of Kenai benefits from well-managed salmen runs as a gentral part of its esenomy
and quality of life; and,

WHEREAS, all user groups within the City: sport; personal use; subsistenee and eemmereial benefit from
healthy sustainable runs in the Kenai River; and,

WHEREAS, the City supperis the implementatien of fisheries regulatiens based on sound seienee and
researeh-based biclegy intended to achieve a maximum sustainable vield previding for the highest
pessible number of returning salmen and greatest epportunity fer all user groups; and,

WHEREAS, seckeye salmen runs in beth the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers are eurrently prejected to exceed
eseapement geals; and,

WHEREAS, persenal use fishermen, sport fishermen, and the cemmereial drift fleet are all eurrently
permitted te harvest seckeye salmen with expanded eppertunities ineluding sport fish limits ef six per day
and 24 heur a day persenal use eppertunities; and,

P

WHEREAS, in-river guldes alse have epportunities to guide clients fer segkeye salmen; and,

WHEREAS, the enly user group eurrently denied any oppertunity to harvest seckeye salmon are the East
Side Setnet fisheries partisipants; and, :

WHEREAS, there are ever 400 East Side Setnet Permit helders in the Upper Goek Inlet, with elese to 80
RALY pereent Alaska Residents and approximately 80 pereent of those Alaskans residing on the Kenai
11\ Peninsula Bereugh; and,

\;‘Q;EREAS, the East Side Setnet fishery has a long histery in the City of Kenai preceding Stateheed;

WHEREAS, the East Side Setnet fishery provides direct empleyment eppertunities, is a gritieal business

eompenent of loeal seafood prosessers and supperts numereus other lecal businesses through its
agtivities; and,

WHEREAS, in 2021, mere than ene million seekeye in excess of eseapement geals entered the K
River resulting in esonemic eppertunity cests estimated to be $80 milli@ﬁ d@llar@? and, end

WHEREAS, the eurrent late run king salmen return in the Kenai River is projected to meet escapement

goals within an allewable margin of errer using the Alaska Department of Fi i
seenarios if the run is twe days er more late; and, ' Fish and Geme fiming

New Text Underlined; [DELETED TEXT BRAGKETER]
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Table 2. Sockeye smolt migrations and hatchery contribution, Tustumena Lake, 19982021

Total (million) 95% % 95%

Year® ClL Wild Hatchery! | Hatchery C.L
1998 4.6 (395,000) 3,872,000 727,000 15.8 #2.2)
1999 4.5 (2461,000) 3,555,000 945,000 21.0 #2.5)
2000 4.3 (#526,000) 3,986,000 316,000 74 1.8
2001 53 (#612,000) 5,155,500 105,000 1.9 (£1.0)
2002 35 (£618,000) 3,474,000 0 0 0
2003 129 (£2,437,000) 10,619,000 2,329,000 18,0 (#4.6)
2004 64 (£997,000) 37155,000 3,140,000 499 (#12.6)
2005 111 (#2,152,000) 7,631,000 3,592,000 320 *7.4)
2006 2.8 (£756,000) 2,833,000 10,600 0.4 (£0.5)
2007 32 (£832,000) 3,231,000

2008 54 (+2,149,000) 5,418,000

2009 36 (£885,000) 3,614,000

2010 1.9 (£885,000) 1,949,000

2011 ND ND 8,282°

2012 7.3 (£1,026,115) 7.383,018

2013 7.0 (+2,697,000) 7,087,523

2015 9.8 (+1,809,261) 9,832,522

2017 3.7 (£574,029) 3,756,102

2018 44 (£722,844) 4,406,731

2019 53 782,151) | 5,314,186

2020 8.1 (£1,387,200) 8,077,998

2021 42 (£1,083,462) 4,263,454

Average 57 5,172,025~ 1,240,511 16,3
ND =No Data

a. The project was not operated in 2014 or 2016,
b. CIAA discontinued the stocking program at Tustumena Lake in 2003 and remaining hatchery fish outmigrated by
2006, :
¢. This was the actual number of smolt counted; there were no results from the mark-recapture study,
d. Hatchery averages are caloulated from data collested 1998-2006. No hatchery fish were present after 2006.

Smolt Characteristies

Age, weight, and length (AWL) samples (N=303) were collected from May 20 through June 26
from migrating sockeye salmon smolt to determine age structure and physical characteristics of
the population. Age structure was analyzed by scale evaluation to classify the proportion of
migrating smolt into the following age classes: age-1 class 80.2% (£0.07%) and age-2 class
19.8% (20.61%) (Table 3). Sockeye salmon smolt in the age-1 class had an average weight and
length of 541 g (0.12 g) and 94.2 mm (0,77 mm). Sockeye salmon smolt in the age-2 class
had an average weight and length of 11.12 g 047 g) and 1204 mm (£1.48 mm). No
measurements were collected on any other species.
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