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Madam chair, members of the board,

My name is John Foster, | live and fish in Sand Point. | have
been setnetting in the SEDM and other sections of Area M since
1972.

| am here to speak on proposal 132, possible changes to the
SEDM management plan due to Chigniks 2 run sockeye system
becoming a 1 run system. The one change | am focusing on is the
300,000 -> 600,000 guaranteed Chignik sockeye catch before the
SEDM opens, which is in place during years of predicted weaker
runs in Chignik. 300,000 for the first run and 300,000 on the

second run.

When this guaranteed catch was first put in place, 90
Chignik permits were in use. In 2022 a high of 30 Chignik permits
were used. Chignik fished for 34 days straight in 2022, quitting
only because the one processor quit buying. Even with 34
continuous days of fishing the Chignik fleet only managed to
catch 300,000 reds. With a reduced fleet in Chignik, catching
power is greatly reduced or slowed. The SEDM is based on 7.6%
of the Chignik catch. With a smaller fleet working in Chignik,
catches are slowed down, which can greatly delay any SEDM

openings.



RC 081

In 2022 the South Peninsula fleet during June & July fished
a combined total of 665 hrs. In July 2022 Chignik fished a total of
792 hours, they had ample time in 2022 to catch fish. But with a
reduced fleet catches were not what they could have been.

| propose we either repeal the 300-600,000 guarantee, or
just have it at 300,000.

Thank you



RC 081

Q0272 CMmie Sisaiwe DAYS

33 prAws X 2t heg = 792 Heg

CHIeM Dignen O TotaL 68 -1 WS












