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Politics should not replace fisheries management based 

on sound and current science. However the current 

science used by ADFG is lacking. 

Based on ADFG's own studies they admit they are unable 

to determine accurately which CWK chum are harvested 

in area M in June through August. Area M caught 12.8% 

cyv
J 
K fish (103, ��8 total fish) of the total chum harvest. v 
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ADFG is still "unable to identify the Yukon, Kuskokwim i._ 

and Nushagak rivers separately despite using thousands 

of genetic markers." Bristol Bay harvested 301,816 chum 

salmon in a 6 week fishery, roughly three times the 

amount of Area M's CWK harvest in a 3 month fishery. 

The issue here is that because ADFG's current science is 

inadequate Area M is taking the brunt of fish politics 

science whUe B, istol Bay faces no repercussions. How do 

we know who is catching Yukon and Kuskokwim chum? 

The answer is we don't. ADFG can not tell whether the 

chum harvested in Bristol Bay are destined for the Yukon 

or Kuskokwim. ADFG can not tell whether the CWK chum 

harvested in area M are destined for the Yukon or 

Kuskokwim or Bristol Bay. 

It is likely that many of the chum harvested in Bristol Bay 

are bound for the relatively nearby river systems of the 

Yukon and Kuskokwim. During the 2022 season the chum 

Allen Mitchell Personal Testimony RC062



Allen Mitchell Personal Testimony RC063




