
February 13, 2023 

Marit Carlson•Van Dort, Chair 

Alaska Board of Fisheries 

P.O. Box 115526 

1255 W. 8th St. 

Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526 

Dear Madam Chair; 

 

My name is Timothy Andrew, I am a former commercial fisherman of the now non-existent commercial 
salmon fishery of the Lower Yukon. I am also the former Director of Natural Resources fpr the 
Association of Village Council Presidents and have testified many times before the Board of Fisheries. 
We once had a thriving fishery providing for the many uses all along the entire reach of the Yukon River 
from the headwaters in the Yukon Territory to the coastal waters of the Yukon River. All of which, In the 
most recent years, have become severely extirpated due to many factors including interception, over 
fishing, errors in scientific data collection and interpretation, etc. 

Alaska is in a unique situation, unlike many of its sister states of the Lower 48. Alaska has Its Interest In 
the wild and natural resources embodied and forever etched in its constitution. It reads as follows: 

"Article a. - Natural Resources. Section 4. Fish, forests, wildlife, grasslands, and all other replenlshable
resources belong to the State shall be utlllzed, developed, and maintained on the sustained yield 
principle, subject to the preferences among preferential uses •• n ( Source: ADF&G Webslte'Accessed 
02/10/2023 ) 

The State of Alaska, its Administrative Body, Legislative Body, its subsidiary boards and commission have 
the constitutional, statutory, moral and ethical obligation to provide for sustained yield management of 
all resources, including fisheries. In my personal opinion, that obligation has been breached In all levels 
due to various interests within the state and outside the state. This lead to the near extinction and 
extirpation of the Yukon River, Kuskokwlm River, Norton Sound and Unalakleet River salmon resources. 

For several years, the Yukon River subsistence and commercial fishery have been non-existent and is 
now endemic to the Kuskokwim River by the severely limited and diminished return of the chinook and 
chum salmon. This lead the managing authorities to further restrict the subsistence fishing to Inhumane 
levels given the importance of the subsistence fisheries in our region. We, as citizens, users, and 
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