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• North Peninsula Overview 
• North Peninsula Fishery 

Assessment Tools and 
Salmon Management 

• Harvest and Escapement
• Overview of Proposals

Presentation Outline

Ilnik Weir – Alisa Aist
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Northern District Sections

Black Hills: 
May 1

Caribou Flats: 
Closed

Nelson Lagoon: 
May 1

Herendeen & Moller 
Bay: May 1

Port Moller Bight: 
May 1

Bear River: 
May 1

Three Hills: 
June 25

SW Ilnik: 
June 20

Inner Port 
Heiden: May 1

Outer Port Heiden:
June 20 – July 31

Outer Port Heiden: 
Closed

Outer Cinder 
River: Aug 1

Cinder Lagoon: 
May 1

Cape Menshikof:
Closed
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Northern District

NE Ilnik: 
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Management 
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Drift Gillnet, Set Gillnet, Purse Seine, & Hand Seine 

North Peninsula Gear Types
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Drift Gillnet & Set Gillnet
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North Peninsula Fishery 
Assessment Tools

6

Nelson River 
Weir

Bear River 
Weir

Sandy River 
Weir

Ilnik River 
Weir

• Nelson, Sandy, Ilnik River Weirs
• Late May through July

• Bear River Weir
• Late May through August

• Aerial Surveys
• June through September



North Peninsula Salmon Management
• Escapement Monitoring

• Weirs 
• Aerial Surveys

• Daily Harvest Reporting
• Test Fisheries
• Age, Sex, Length Data
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Sandy Weir – Alisa Aist
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Nelson River Weir – Will Middleton

Area Through July 20 Post July 20
Bear River Section Bear and Sandy Rivers Bear and Sandy Rivers

Three Hills Section Bear, Sandy, and Ilnik 
Rivers Bear and Sandy Rivers

Ilnik Section SW of 
Unangashak Bluffs

Ilnik and Ugashik
Rivers

Bear River 
(through August 15 

only)

Ilnik Section NE of 
Unangashak Bluffs

Ilnik, Meshik, and 
Ugashik Rivers

Bear River 
(through August 15 

only)
Outer Port Heiden 

Section 
(June 20 – July 31)

Meshik and Ugashik
Rivers Meshik River

Sockeye Salmon Stocks Managed in 
Five Areas of the Northern District 
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Ilnik Lagoon 
Section

Inner Port 
Heiden Section

Meshik River

Ilnik River

Cinder River

Cinder River 
Lagoon
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Area M & Area T 
Overlap Area

Cinder River 
Section

Bristol Bay 
Management 

Area T

Cape 
Menshikof
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Photo Courtesy of Jordan Head Ilnik Weir – Alisa Aist
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Number of permits fished in the Bear River, Three Hills, Ilnik and Outer Port Heiden sections, 2002-2022
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		Oral Presentation Slide 6

				Bear River		Three Hills		Ilnik		Outer Port Heiden		Total permits fished in all four sections

		1985		150		118		103				153

		1986		173		133		127		14		191

		1987		153		133		145				176

		1988		158		134		152		16		187

		1989		147		134		165		24		193

		1990		138		126		134				157

		1991		158		121		120				164

		1992		177		140		146				190

		1993		190		128		142				204

		1994		174		139		138				184

		1995		168		133		101				173

				Bear River		Three Hills		Ilnik		Outer Port Heiden		Total

		1996		162		128		127				174

		1997		148		118		135				158

		1998		143		119		137				150

		1999		142		132		132				151

		2000		129		135		137				150

		2001		107		95		98				123

		2002		88		69		73				92

		2003		89		72		73				96

		2004		99		56		87				106

		2005		105		56		92				119

		2006		106		75		113				119

		2007		99		45		116		63		122

		2008		72		44		120		92		124

		2009		130		70		127		107		135

		2010		106		52		125		112		138

		2011		68		14		125		107		138

		2012		13		0		118		111		123

		2013		61		27		95		86		106

		2014		97		71		124		90		127

		2015		100		111		116		111		127

		2016		94		61		120		84		121

		2017		97		72		128		89		130

		2018		99		115		132		127		137

		2019		85		86		141		109		143

		2020		81		104		119		114		142

		2021		84		95		135		102		139

		2022		78		54		135		110		136
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Bear River

Three Hills

Ilnik

Outer Port Heiden

Total

Year

Number of permits fished

Number of permits fished in the Bear River, Three Hills, Ilnik and Outer Port Heiden sections, 2002-2022



Slide 7

		

				Through July 20

						Bear River		Three Hills		Ilnik		Outer Port Heiden

				2012		12,912				251,794		268,267

				2013		28,287		406		63,429		254,916

				2014		231,121		39,787		645674		417,841

				2015		192,898		465,097		229042		816,136

				2016		186,880		20,562		1837910		574,719

				2017		107,348		33,258		2,290,506		472,316

				2018		127,401		102,898		808,435		307,721

				2019		18,407		22,561		1,147,363		433,868

				2020		88,444		128,400		216,543		738,669

				2021		103,120		227,312		1,484,643		412,409

				2022		102,195		31,667		1,949,520		1,091,495

				Post July 20

						Bear River		Three Hills		Ilnik		Outer Port Heiden

				2012

				2013		66,174		16577		17,860

				2014		170,037		45,057		145,582		2,406

				2015		302,511		57,311		232,386		52,740

				2016		68,959		37,357		330,387		57,755

				2017		184,704		58,049		238,021		30,215

				2018		269,805		258,892		259,162		48,293

				2019		142185		71951		380764		93475

				2020		103016		73535		256850		49102

				2021		143,482		49574		261,560		14,918

				2022		138,023		26,674		136,782		2,116
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Outer Port Heiden

Ilnik

Three Hills

Bear River

Through July 20
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Outer Port Heiden

Ilnik

Three Hills

Bear River

Post July 20
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				Nelson Lagoon Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1992–2022

				Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested		20-Year average (2002-2021) = 233,186		10-Year average (2012-2021) = 194,326		5-Year average (2017-2021) = 156,741

		1989		324,979

		1990		410,417

		1991		273,960

		1992		378,706

		1993		452,842

		1994		329,212

		1995		448,281

		1996		445,335

		1997		384,370

		1998		161,441

		1999		237,293

		2000		193,694

		2001		174,363

		2002		325,904		233,186

		2003		373,252		233,186

		2004		527,637		233,186

		2005		334,702		233,186

		2006		255,265		233,186

		2007		337,556		233,186

		2008		183,330		233,186

		2009		214,302		233,186

		2010		93,715		233,186

		2011		74,808		233,186

		2012		116,685		233,186		194,326

		2013		217,327		233,186		194,326

		2014		210,858		233,186		194,326

		2015		312,894		233,186		194,326

		2016		301,786		233,186		194,326

		2017		347,562		233,186		194,326		156,741

		2018		165,303		233,186		194,326		156,741

		2019		83,879		233,186		194,326		156,741

		2020		92,040		233,186		194,326		156,741

		2021		94,921		233,186		194,326		156,741

		2022		58499
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Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested

20-Year average (2002-2021) = 233,186

10-Year average (2012-2021) = 194,326

5-Year average (2017-2021) = 156,741

Year

Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested

Nelson Lagoon Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1992–2022
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						North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1989–2022

						Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested		20-Year average (2002–2021) = 2,238,847		10-Year average (2012–2021) = 2,296,645		5-Year average (2017-2021) = 2,657,188

				1989		1,718,001

				1990		2,416,047

				1991		2,391,406

				1992		3,575,507

				1993		3,866,479

				1994		2,783,156

				1995		3,272,748

				1996		1,911,126

				1997		2,151,010

				1998		1,087,552

				1999		1,783,804

				2000		1,968,882

				2001		1,147,030

				2002		1,415,872		2,238,847

				2003		1,477,391		2,238,847

				2004		2,433,778		2,238,847

				2005		3,115,792		2,238,847

				2006		2,375,158		2,238,847

				2007		3,408,818		2,238,847

				2008		2,003,906		2,238,847

				2009		2,426,601		2,238,847

				2010		2,229,978		2,238,847

				2011		923,194		2,238,847

				2012		764,388		2,238,847		2,296,645

				2013		721,336		2,238,847		2,296,645

				2014		1,962,932		2,238,847		2,296,645

				2015		2,728,318		2,238,847		2,296,645

				2016		3,503,541		2,238,847		2,296,645

				2017		3,861,515		2,238,847		2,296,645		2,657,188

				2018		2,366,324		2,238,847		2,296,645		2,657,188

				2019		2,400,781		2,238,847		2,296,645		2,657,188

				2020		1,780,175		2,238,847		2,296,645		2,657,188

				2021		2,877,144		2,238,847		2,296,645		2,657,188

				2022		3,604,235
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Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested

20-Year average (2002–2021) = 2,238,847

10-Year average (2012–2021) = 2,296,645

5-Year average (2017-2021) = 2,657,188

Year

Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested

North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1992–2022
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				Escapement		20-Year average (2002-2021) = 1,193,906		10-Year average (2012-2021) = 1,290,228		5-Year average (2017-2021) = 1,404,254

		1986		580,300

		1987		556,000

		1988		614,900

		1989		814,400

		1990		1,032,200

		1991		1,317,300

		1992		861,300

		1993		1,003,800

		1994		1,211,400

		1995		1,077,000

		1996		967,900

		1997		820,300

		1998		876,728

		1999		898,875

		2000		883,200

		2001		885,439

		2002		829,190		1,193,906

		2003		1,271,011		1,193,906

		2004		1,433,777		1,193,906

		2005		1,547,788		1,193,906

		2006		1,197,546		1,193,906

		2007		1,068,952		1,193,906

		2008		1,018,670		1,193,906

		2009		934,400		1,193,906

		2010		879,400		1,193,906

		2011		795,105		1,193,906

		2012		743,790		1,193,906		1,290,228

		2013		990,800		1,193,906		1,290,228

		2014		1,159,152		1,193,906		1,290,228

		2015		1,375,960		1,193,906		1,290,228

		2016		1,611,310		1,193,906		1,290,228

		2017		2,365,317		1,193,906		1,290,228		1,404,254

		2018		1,328,750		1,193,906		1,290,228		1,404,254

		2019		1,095,225		1,193,906		1,290,228		1,404,254

		2020		1,079,928		1,193,906		1,290,228		1,404,254

		2021		1,152,052		1,193,906		1,290,228		1,404,254

		2022		1,092,090
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Escapement

20-Year average (2002-2021) = 1,193,906

10-Year average (2012-2021) = 1,290,228

5-Year average (2017-2021) = 1,404,254

Year

Number of Sockeye Salmon

North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 1992–2022



Slide 12

				Meshik River										Cinder River

				Escapementd,e										Escapementd,f

		1986		26,230		10000		20000						25,650		6000		12000

		1987		28,290		10000		20000						17,900		6000		12000

		1988		35,900		10000		20000						1,800		6000		12000

		1989		10,520		10000		20000						3,950		6000		12000

		1990		26,830		10000		20000						11,850		6000		12000

		1991		26,400		10000		20000						47,400		6000		12000

		1992		33,100		10000		20000						12,500		6000		12000

		1993		50,000		10000		20000						20,000		6000		12000

		1994		44,900		10000		20000						83,400		6000		12000

		1995		85,610		10000		20000						47,500		6000		12000

		1996		60,000		10000		20000						60,000		6000		12000

		1997		40,000		10000		20000						33,000		6000		12000

		1998		56,025		10000		20000						42,903		6000		12000

		1999		75,575		10000		20000						14,400		6000		12000

		2000		183,100		10000		20000						53,200		6000		12000

		2001		111,700		10000		20000						46,239		6000		12000

		2002		37,650		10000		20000						10,790		6000		12000

		2003		153,600		10000		20000						102,700		6000		12000

		2004		103,600		10000		20000						58,100		6000		12000

		2005		109,500		10000		20000						133,500		6000		12000

		Year		Escapement		Upper escapement goal		Lower escapement goal		10-Year average escapement = 108,959		Year		Escapement		Upper escapement goal		Lower escapement goal		10-Year average escapement = 132,070

		2006		140,510		10000		20000				2006		118,100		6000		12000

		2007		57,600		20000		60000				2007		142,000		12000		48000

		2008		89,750		20,000		60000				2008		129,800		12000		48000

		2009		88,200		20,000		60000				2009		133,600		12000		48000

		2010		67,700		25,000		100,000				2010		108,900		12000		48000

		2011		94,200		25,000		100,000				2011		106,000		12000		48000

		2012		47,600		25,000		100,000		108,959		2012		76,620		12000		48000		132,070

		2013		65,600		25,000		100,000		108,959		2013		95,500		12000		48000		132,070

		2014		95,500		25,000		100,000		108,959		2014		105,000		12000		48000		132,070

		2015		149,500		25,000		100,000		108,959		2015		132,600		12000		48000		132,070

		2016		116,310		48,000		86,000		108,959		2016		205,700		36,000		94,000		132,070

		2017		191,725		48,000		86,000		108,959		2017		234,800		36,000		94,000		132,070

		2018		134,100		48,000		86,000		108,959		2018		191,300		36,000		94,000		132,070

		2019		107,200		48,000		86,000		108,959		2019		95,775		36,000		94,000		132,070

		2020		64,550		48,000		86,000		108,959		2020		124,000		36,000		94,000		132,070

		2021		117,500		48,000		86,000		108,959		2021		59,400		36,000		94,000		132,070

		2022		112,700		48,000		86,000				2022		120,900		36,000		94,000

				108,959										132,070

														2002-2021 Average = 1,193,906		2012-2021 Average = 1,290,228		2017-2021 Average = 1,404,254

																																						.





Slide 12

		



Escapement

Upper escapement goal

Lower escapement goal

10-Year average escapement = 132,070

Year

Cinder River Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 2012–2022
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Escapement

Upper escapement goal

Lower escapement goal

10-Year average escapement = 108,959

Year

Meshik River Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 2012–2022



		

						Outer Port Heiden Commercial Salmon Harvest, 2007–2018		Ten Year Average (2012–2021) = 522,647		Five Year Average (2014–2018) = 555,907

		Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested		2007		387,786

				2008		320,857

				2009		762,643

				2010		786,025

				2011		375,128

				2012		268,226		504512

				2013		254,916		522647

				2014		421,166		522647

				2015		867,350		522647

				2016		632,474		522647

				2017		502,531		522647		520,197

				2018		356,014		522647		555907

				2019		527,343		522647		555907

				2020		787,771		522647		555907

				2021		427,327		522647		555907

				2022		1,093,611





		



Outer Port Heiden Commercial Salmon Harvest, 2007–2018

Ten Year Average (2012–2021) = 522,647

Five Year Average (2014–2018) = 555,907

Year

Number of Sockeye Salmon Harvested

Outer Port Heiden Commercial Salmon Harvest, 2007–2018
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Photo Courtesy of Jordan Head Ilnik Weir – Alisa Aist

0

1

2

3

4

5
H

ar
ve

st
 o

f S
al

m
on

 (M
ill

io
ns

)

Year

North Peninsula Salmon Harvest, 1992–2022
Chum
Pink
Coho
Sockeye
King
20-Year average (2003-2022) = 2,610,003
10-Year average (2013-2022) = 2,817,828
5-Year average (2018-2022) = 2,889,560



0

1

2

3

4
Through July 20Bear River

Three Hills
Ilnik
Outer Port Heiden

Bear River, Three Hills, Ilnik, and Outer Port Heiden Sections Harvest, 
Through and Post July 20, 1992-2022

So
ck

ey
e 

Sa
lm

on
 H

ar
ve

st
ed

 (M
ill

io
ns

)

DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 12

0

1

2

3

4 Post July 20Bear River
Three Hills
Ilnik
Outer Port Heiden



DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 13

0

200

400

600

800

1,000

1,200

So
ck

ey
e 

Sa
lm

on
 H

ar
ve

st
ed

 (T
ho

us
an

ds
)

Year

Outer Port Heiden Commercial Salmon Harvest, 2007–2022

10-Year average (2013–2022) = 587,050

5-Year average (2018–2022) = 638,413
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North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 1992–2022

20-Year average (2003-2022) = 1,207,051

10-Year average (2013-2022) = 1,352,058

5-Year average (2018-2022) = 1,149,609
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10-Year average (2013-2022) = 136,498
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North Peninsula Proposals
Proposal 120 Institutes mandatory fishery closures in the Northern District fisheries.
Proposal 121 Allow the Three Hills section to open as early as June 20.
Proposal 122 Allow fishing in the outer portion of the Cinder River Section for 36 hours per

week from June 20-July 31 for set and drift gillnet gear.
Proposal 123 Allow fishing within 0.5 miles of the beach in the outer portion of the Cinder River

Section for set gillnet gear starting July 1.
Proposal 124 Allow fishing in the outer portion of the Cinder River Section for 36 hours per

week from June 20-July 31 for set and drift gillnet gear.
Proposal 125 Change the angle of the eastern boundary line in the Outer Port Heiden Section.
Proposal 126 Reduce the size of the Outer Port Heiden Section by changing the eastern

boundary line.
Proposal 127 Opens the Caribou Flats Section to commercial fishing when the lower bound of the

Nelson River escapement goal has been met.
Proposal 128 Would reduce gillnet depth from 70 mesh to 45 mesh on the North Peninsula.
Proposal 129 Allow monofilament web in the Northern District commercial salmon set gillnet

fishery.
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Port Moller – Will Middleton
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