
Alaska Board of Fisheries 

Regarding Fish and Wildlife Enforcement in Alaska 

During the November 2022 Board of Fisheries meeting for Bristol Bay the Board heard 
overwhelming public testimony of the lack of law enforcement capability to adequately enforce 
the regulations that preside over this fishery. The board acknowledges that the need for 
enforcement and the lack thereof, is not isolated to the Bristol Bay region but across all Alaskan 
fish and wildlife resources and resource user groups. It is understood that fish and wildlife 
enforcement across our vast and largely remote state presents inherent challenges as well as 
bears great costs. However, enforcing the regulations that have been adopted to develop and 
conserve our resources is imperative and policy without enforcement fails to manage natural 
resources.  

In 1983 the Alaska Joint Board of Fisheries and Game passed resolution #83-11-JB requesting 
that the Governor “direct more adequate fiscal resources to bring the capabilities of the Division 
of Fish and Wildlife Protection, Department of Public Safety to a level whereby an orderly 
development of Alaska’s fish and wildlife resources shall occur with maximum benefit to 
Alaska’s people.” 

In 1998 the Alaska Joint Board of Fisheries and Game passed resolution #98-29-JB requesting 
that the legislature fully fund the operating budget requested by the presiding Governor to 
provide for additional funding for fish and wildlife enforcement. 

In 2017 the Alaska Joint Board of Fisheries and Game passed resolution #2017-286-FB 
requesting, in brevity, that “the Governor and the Legislature provide the Alaska State Troopers 
with adequate funds for their identified public safety mission…” 

The Joint Board resolutions referenced above are attached. 

Data sourced from the Department of Public Safety provide the following statistics: 

In 1983 the State of Alaska employed 121 Fish and Wildlife Troopers and  
Enforcement Officers. 

In 1998 the State of Alaska employed 93 Alaska Wildlife Troopers. 

In 2017 the State of Alaska employed 89 Alaska Wildlife Troopers. 

In 2023 the State of Alaska employs 91 Alaska Wildlife Troopers. 

In the forty years since the first Joint Board resolution referenced above the population of the 
state has grown immensely, as have Alaskan fisheries but the enforcement of our prized and 
precious resources has not. We must do better.  
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At the November 2022 Board of Fisheries meeting the board passed proposal 31 as amended in 
Record Copy (RC) 105 which requires additional retention reporting of King salmon by SO3T or 
SO4T CFEC permit holders and harvest reporting of King salmon by sport fishermen in the 
Nushagak River drainage. Nushagak River King salmon is a Stock of Management Concern in 
the State of Alaska.  

It was stated on the record by board members that, “as fishery participants, we are all responsible 
for resource stewardship.” There is much uncertainty in Alaska’s fisheries presently and in recent 
years. Our ability to maintain the health of our fisheries moving forward will largely depend on 
our ability to support our science agency, Alaska Department of Fish and Game, in the consistent 
collection of comprehensive data and in research efforts so that they may further inform policy 
makers.  

The board was informed by the Department of Fish and Game at the Bristol Bay meeting that 
commercial King salmon retention was estimated to be underreported by approximately 55-65%, 
regulatory language found in RC 105 requires additional, more comprehensive, commercial 
reporting. The additional reporting coupled with sufficient enforcement in this region is believed 
to provide more accurate information to our science agency and the board for decision making as 
well as support the notion of accountability as an element of resource stewardship. Additionally, 
the board is often presented sport fish data from 2017 and prior in addition to Statewide Harvest 
Survey data to inform its decision making. The sport fish logbook data is more comprehensive 
than Statewide Harvest Survey data however it is outdated because sportfish harvest reporting 
was discontinued in 2018 with the discontinuation of the guided sport fish logbook requirement. 
In passing RC 105 the board is relaying to the department and the legislature that the 
comprehensive sport fish data collected in years prior to 2018 through the guided sport fish 
logbook program is beneficial in informing the board in its decision making and should be 
expanded beyond just the guided sport fishery. Alaskan fisheries are essentially fully allocated 
and there are 20 salmon Stocks of Concern statewide and several other salmon stocks providing 
us with reason for concern. While the regulatory language found in RC 105 is specific to the 
Bristol Bay region given conservation concerns for Nushagak King salmon the sentiment of data 
collection for all fish stocks remains. Given budgetary constraints comprehensive data should be 
collected at a minimum for Alaskan Stocks of Concern as well as the most heavily prosecuted 
fisheries in the state by each user group. The Board desires that the appropriate funding be 
provided to the Department of Fish and Game so that they may begin to collect this information 
that would be of benefit to the board.  

The true value of Alaska’s fisheries can never be estimated in that so much of its value is 
ingrained in the people of Alaska and the many who travel far and wide to appreciate it. The 
Alaska Board of Fisheries is delegated the authority to conserve and develop the Alaskan fish 
resource, in doing so we are responsible for communicating to you what is necessary but not 
within our authority to provide; additional funding for enforcement and harvest reporting is 
needed to provide for the health of Alaska’s fisheries. We wish to fulfill our duties to the state 
and the fish resource under our delegated authority and are reliant on your support and 
cooperation in addressing these issues. Thank you. 
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A copy of this letter and the attached Joint Board resolutions will be sent to Governor Mike 
Dunleavy, Commissioner Jim Cockrell of the Department of Public Safety, Commissioner Doug 
Vincent-Lang of the Department of Fish and Game, and the House and Senate Leadership.  
 
Respectfully,  
 
 
_____________________ 
Alaska Board of Fisheries 
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