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Box 2196, Petersburg AK 99833 * (253) 279-0707 * usag.alaska@gmail.com * akgillnet.org
USAG’S MAIN PURPOSE IS TO PROTECT, SERVE AND ENHANCE SOUTHEAST ALASKA’S COMMERCIAL GILLNET FISHERY

USAG Comments regarding proposals 122, 123, 124

Lynn Canal Gillnet catches prior to implementation of 15,000 sockeye cap
1984 334,412
1985 302,652
1986 289,459
1987 415,246

1988 351,458

Lynn Canal Gillnet catches last five seasons
2017 39,713

2018 81,687

2019 241,529

2020 50,220

2021 84,640

Data courtesy of ADF&G
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Chilkoott weir counts 1972/81 vs 2012/21
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This graph shows that the Chilkoot returns have become more condensed over the last 20 years.
Condensed returns increase the likelihood of a larger proportion of the return being taken in a shorter
time period.

This graph shows that Chilkat returns are trending toward a larger proportion of the return coming in
sooner, resulting in a larger percentage of the return available in the weeks covered under the cap
period of the original regulation.

All data courtesy of ADF&G
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test fish
Chatham  Chatham Taku Taku
Chilkat ~ Chilkoot |Ig sm Speel NSE lakes Stikine other Harvest
17.5% 17.7% 0.5% 0.6% 15.9% 10.3% 13.0% 22.7% 2.1% 1,826
Chatham Chatham Taku Taku
Chilkat Chilkoot [I:4 sm Speel NSE lakes Stikine other Harvest
15.0% 10.9% 0.4% 1.2% 23.9% 12.6% 18.1% 18.0% 0.1% 696
21.6% 9.1% 3.6% 10.8% 23.7% 5.7% 9.3% 15.7% 0.6% 14,576
42.3% 6.6% 2.3% 9.0% 20.5% 3.4% 6.7% 8.2% 1.2% 3,240
58.5% 0.5% 1.9% 6.0% 16.8% 2.0% 6.6% 7.7% 0.2% 3,715
68.4% 3.6% 2.9% 5.4% 7.9% 0.8% 2.5% 6.7% 2.0% 2,643
test fish
Chatham Chatham Taku Taku
Chilkat Chilkoot Ig sm Speel NSE lakes Stikine other Harvest
27.7% 12.6% 0.1% 1.2% 11.1% 15.7% 11.4% 16.7% 3.8% 1,444
13.1% 19.5% 2.3% 1.8% 28.6% 0.7% 3.7% 13.0% 17.5% 607
2012
Chatham Taku Taku
SW Chilkat  Chilkoot Chathamlg sm Speel NSE lakes Stikine other
26-29 319 324 10 10 290 187 238 414 38
17.5% 17.7% 0.5% 0.6% 15.9% 10.3% 13.0% 22.7% 2.1%
2013
Chatham Taku Taku
SW Chilkat  Chilkoot Chathamlg sm Speel NSE lakes Stikine other
27-28 105 76 3 8 166 88 126 125 1
29-31 3,144 1,331 527 1,578 3,460 831 1,359 2,292 87
32 1,369 214 74 292 665 111 216 267 39
33 2,175 18 71 223 623 74 246 285 8
34-35 1,809 95 76 144 208 20 67 177 53
8,601 1,734 751 2,244 5,122 1,125 2,014 3,147 188
34.6% 7.0% 3.0% 9.0% 20.6% 4.5% 8.1% 12.7% 0.8%
2014
Chatham Taku Taku
SW Chilkat  Chilkoot Chathamlg sm Speel NSE lakes Stikine other
26-27 399 183 1 17 160 226 164 241 56
28-29 79 119 14 11 174 5 22 79 106
479 301 15 28 334 231 186 320 162
23.3% 14.7% 0.7% 1.4% 16.3% 11.3% 9.1% 15.6% 7.9%
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harvest
1,826

24,870

2,051
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Gillnets are currently behind in both sockeye and pinks per 5AAC.33.363.
While this is just a guideline and not an allocation, with the SOC applied to our common
property fisheries, it will likely only worsen.





