Alaska Board of Fisheries
and
Alaska Department of Fish and Game

Joint Protocol on Salmon Enhancement
#2002-FB-215

Background: In actions taken in January 2001 and June 2002 the Alaska Board of Fisheries stated its
intent to institutionalize a public forum to bring a statewide perspective to issues associated with hatchery
production of salmon. Accordingly, the department and board agreed to enter into this joint protocol to
coordinate department and board interaction on certain aspects of salmon hatchery policy and regulation.

Authorities: The commissioner of the Department of Fish and Game has exclusive authority to issue
permits for the construction and operation of salmon hatcheries. The Board of Fisheries has clear authority
to regulate access to refwrning hatchery salmon and to amend, by regulation, the terms of the hatchery
permit relating to the source and number of salmon eggs. The Board of Fisheries’ authorities also include
the harvest of fish by hatchery operators and the specific locations designated by the department for harvest
(see AS 16.10.440(b) and Department of Law memorandum to the board dated November 6, 1997).

Statement of Intent: It is the intention of the commissioner of the Department of Fish and Game and the
chairman of the Board of Fisheries that meetings be held on a regular basis wherein the department will
update the board and the public on management, production, and research relating to Alaska’s salmon

enhancement program

.. Protocol: The joint department-board mecting on hatchery described here will take place at a mutually .

) agreeable time and place during regularly scheduled meetings of the board. The meetings will provide a

— forum for open discussion on a mutually agreed upon agenda of hatchery topics. ‘The agenda may include
site-specific as well as regional or statewide hatchery issues. These salmon enhancement meetings will not
be open for regulatory actions and no hatchery-related petitions or agenda change requests (ACRs) will be
considered as action items. These meetings are open to the public. At its discretion and upon appropriate
notice, the board may open the meeting to public comment.

The hatchery meetings will provide an opportunity for the board and the public to receive reports from the
department on hatchery issues including: production trends, management issues, updates on hatchery
planning efforts, wild and hatchery stock interactions, biological considerations, and research. Requests for
report from the department may be made during the board’s work session during meeting years when there
is a hatchery forum scheduled.

As éppropriate, the board and department may agree to invite other state and federal agencies, professional
societies, scientists, or industry spokespersons to attend and to contribute information on particular topics,
or sponsor other discussions, such as marketing or intrastate effects.
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