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To the Board of Fisheries:

The Territorial Sportsmen, Inc, (TSI), a long-standing sportspeople's outdoor advocacy
group based in Juneau, submits the following comments regarding Proposal 176:

We cannot emphasize any more strongly that the Southeast Alaska resident sport fishery for
king salmon is a food fishery. There are no subsistence king salmon fisheries in Southeast
except for the community of Klukwan on the Chilkat River. There are no personal use king
salmon fisheries in Southeast. There are no freshwater sport fisheries for king salmon in
Southeast; all systems are closed to taking king salmon. The only means for residents to
take king salmon for their personal subsistence purposes is via the marine sport fishery.

For these reasons past boards have memorialized the importance of the resident king
salmon fishery by putting into regulation the statements that the objectives of the
management plan are to allow uninterrupted sport fishing in salt waters for king salmon
while not exceeding the harvest ceiling, and to minimize regulatory restrictions on
residents.

The proposed language in sections (g) and (h) of the amended management plan [proposal
176) violates the spirit and letter of both of these provisions.

Subsection (g) imposes a month-long closure in July for all sport fishermen, resident and
nonresident, to save approximately 5,000 treaty fish. Subsection [h) adds the first half of
August to that closure.

Of all the possible measures to save 5,000 sport caught king salmon, a month-long closure in
July is the most disruptive to residents and is inconsistent with the management plan.
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Listed below are several alternative measures that could save 5,000 treaty king salmon
without such an adverse impact on resident fishermen. These are stand-alone measures
listed in priority order to least affect residents.

1. Since nonresidents catch two-thirds of the sport catch and are the largest user of the
sport allocation, open the nonresident king salmon sport fishery annually on the date
when the nonresident fishery had normally harvested 5000 king salmon; OR

2. Close the nonresident king salmon fishery on June 1 and end the closure when 5000

treaty fish would normally have been caught by nonresidents in June; OR

3. The least desirable would be to provide a closure to all fishermen in June rather than

July. The closure would be much shorter in duration than the proposed month of July,
which would be less disruptive to the resident sport fishery, because considerably more

fish are caught in June than July.

An early nonresident closure, or a June nonresident closure would allow the resident sport
fishery to remain open rather than closing. A sport closure in July would result in the sport
fishery being closed while the commercial troll and net fisheries would be open; this
scenario is potentially disruptive and is not necessary with either an early nonresident
closure, or an early June closure for nonresidents or, as a last resort, for all sport fishermen.

These are all short-term stopgaps. The depressed Southeast king salmon stocks and the
present management schemes have created a disproportionate and negative impact on
resident king salmon fishermen. At these low levels, it is apparent that the Board needs to
now consider separate regulations for inside and outside waters king salmon fishing
allocations and opportunities. In the interim, we advocate for the minimum impact on
resident fishermen throughout the region.

TSI appreciates your consideration of our views.

Sincerely,

Matthew H. Robus, President

Territorial Sportsmen, Inc.
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January 10 4,798

February 10 11,882

March -  10 6,249

April 1,300 2,569

May 15,300 13,601

June 29,200 26,514

July 10,600 106,747

August 4,500 63,064
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Total 61,260 253,737
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sport harvest occuring in the shoulder seasons before and after the SEAK creel program is running Is very small, representing about 1% of the entire harvest
The use of 10 for the time periods January - Mardi and October - December are Just placeholders or proxies for a very small number that is unknown
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Harvest Timing by Angler Type (as a proxy for residency) based on 2011 - 2018 (average) observed pattern
Timeframe Private Chartered All Harvest I

January 1-April 24

April 25-May8(Biweek9)

May9-22(BlweeklO)

May 23-June 5 (Biweek 11)

June 6-19 (Biweek 12)

June 20-July 3 (Biweek 13)

July 4-17 (Biweek 14)

July 18-31 (Biweek 15)

August 1-14 (Biweek 16)

August 15-28 (Biweek 17)

August 29-September 11 (Biweek 18)

September 12-December 31

Total

Harvest Timing by Angler Type (as a pro

timeframe

January - April 24

April 25-May 8 (Biweek 9)

May 9-22 (Biweek 10)

May 23-June 5 (Biweek 11)

June 6-19 (Biweek 12)

June 2D-july 3 (Biweek 13)

July 4-17 (Biweek 14)

July 18-31 (Biweek 15)

August 1-14 (Biweek 16)

August 15-28 (Biweek 17)

August 29-September 11 (Biweek 18)

September.12- December 31

for residencvl 2016 - 2018

2016 i 2017 18

Private

<1%

Greater than 95% of the chartered harvest is by nonresidents

Approximately 33% of the private harvest is by nonresidents



20.5 and greater

8.7 to less than 20.5

6.0 to less than 8.7

3.8 to less than 6.0

2.6 to less than 3.8

2.0 to less than 2.6

Less than 2.0

ba,uuu

61,900
49,300
37,900
25,800
20,600

Commlsion Determination

2 May • 1 Remainder

1

(Jan 1- June 15 = 3); (June 16 • Dec 31 = 1)
(Jam-June 15 = 3); (June 16-June 30 = ll: (July 1-July 3is Ol: (Aiigim-1. Dec 31 = 1);

July-AllAnglers
JJan 1 • June 15 = 2); (June IB • June 30 = 1); (July l - August 15 = 0>; Unttust 16- Dec 31 = 1): Julyl-August IS-All Anglers

?gprocess/fishenesboard/pdfs/2018-2Q19/nrnnn<;ak/i 7fi nHf

iiOtpAlBange

Greater than 2.10

Between 1,76 and 2.0

I Between 1.51 and 1.75
Between 1.21 and 1.50

Between 1.11 and 1.20

I Between 1.01 and 1.10
Less than 1,0

Greater than 64,272

63,967 - 56,546

56,341-48,867

45,194-36,887

32,456-28,859

28,410-23,464

Less than 23,259

Rejslieot

3 2 May 8i June -1 Remainder

2 May -1 Remainder
2 May -1 Remainder

(Jan 1 - June 30 = 3); (July 1 - July 15 = 2); (July 16 - Dec 31 = 1)

, (Janl-June30s3);(July 1 - Dec 31 = 1)

(Jan 1-June 30 = 3); (July 1 - Dec 31 = 1)



Greater1han2.10

Batween 1.76 and 2.0

Betwaen island 1.75

Between 1.21 and l.SO

Between 1.11 and 120

Between 1.01 and 110

Less than 1.0

Greater than 64,272

63,957.56,646

56.341.48,867

45.194.36.887

32.456-28.859

28,410- 23.464

Lessthan 23,259
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The Wottne total harvest by residency and year across iha Southeast region (obtained rroni Final SWH5 estimates through 2017) is
provided below;

NOTE-ThesWHS estimates are germane to Total Harvest not Treaty Harvest so this scenario would ba a proxyto understanding the
Impacts of Proposal 176 compared to previous fishery performance underthe current Management Plan

NOTE-harvest patterns by residency vary significantly from port to port and can also vary yaarto year depending on differences In
-.?i'i'f?fCJV,"l!?A"!l'!?li"A".S.®ir.ej?.P.'f.*i'!P'JPe?L'!).®i'i?-0!.^.«tiiCl9!™it?i!.^iie«'ofenEedstobeitrateglcallvunder
are applied to the appropriate years Identified In Column J AND being cautious of underlying data llmifaltons and assumptions, as

alluded to above

Vear ResldentKarvestK NonresldentHarvestti
2001 42% 58%

2002 46% 54%

2003 48% 52%
2004 45% 54%

2005 44% 56%

2006 38% 62%

2007 38% 62%

2008 46% 54%

2009 55% 45%

2010 48% 52%

2011 36% 64%

2012 29% 71%

2013 47% 53%

2014 35% 65%

2015 30% 70%

2016 31% 69%

2017 32% 68%



The % of the total harvest by residency and year across the Southeast region (obtained from

Final SWHS estimates through 2017) Is provided below;

NOTE-The SWHS estimates are germane to Total Harvest, not Treaty Harvest so this scenario

would be a proxy to understanding the Impacts of Proposal 176 compared to previous fishery
performance under the current Management Plan

NOTE—harvest patterns by residency vary significantly from port to port and can also vary year to
year depending on differences In abundance and resulting management prescriptions; the use

of such Informalton therefore needs to be strategically understood
Oiie cbiid apply these %"s to Cofiimhs L, M, and N to understand the Impacts to hoth resident

and nonresident anglers as long as they are applied to the appropriate years Identified In
Column J AND being cautious of underlying data llmltaitons and assumptions, as alluded to

above

Nonreside

Resident nt Harvest

Year Harvest % %

2001 42% 58%

2002 46% 54%

^  2003 48% 52%
2004 46% 54%

2005 44% 56%

2005 38% 62%

2007 38% 62%

2008 . 46% 54%

2009 55% 45%

2010 48% 52%

2011 '36% 64%
2012 29% 71%

2013 47% 53%

2014 35% 65%

2015 30% 70%

2016 31% 69%

2017 32% 68%


