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Chignik Management Area Salmon Fishery 

Overview 
1. Geographic description of the Chignik 

Management Area (CMA) 
2. Salmon management and harvest strategy 
3. Escapement, harvest, and value information 
4. 2016–2018 season summaries 
5. Summary of proposals 
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Chignik Management Area Salmon Fishery 

Chignik Salmon Management Plan (1999; 5 AAC 15.357) 

In effect from June 1–October 31  

Fishing periods established by emergency order (EO) 

Purse seine and hand purse seine gear 

Organized into districts or groups of districts 

Eastern District 

Chignik Bay and Central districts 

Western and Perryville districts 
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Eastern District Harvest Strategy 

6 

June: Early-run escapement  
Transition period: May be restricted 
(late-June through mid-July) 
Post transition: Pink, chum, coho, 
late-run escapement 



Chignik Bay and Central Districts Harvest Strategy 

Chignik Bay 
District 

Central 
District 

Inner Castle Cape 
Subsection 
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June: Early-run escapement  
 

Transition period: Early-run and late-run 
escapement 
 

Post transition ‒ September 14: Late-run 
escapement 
Post September 14: 48 hours per week 



Western and Perryville Districts Harvest Strategy 

Western 
District Perryville 

District 
June 1 – July 5: Early-run escapement 
(Western District) 
July 6 – August 20: Pink, chum, and 
late-run escapement 
 

Post August 20: Coho, pink, chum,  
and late-run escapement 
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Chignik Management Area Salmon Fishery 
Chignik River Sockeye Salmon Escapement Goals 
 Early-run BEG:   350,000–450,000 
 Late-run SEG:   200,000–400,000 
  
Inriver Run Goal (IRRG)  

75,000 sockeye salmon in addition to late run          
escapement objectives to provide for late season    
subsistence needs 
25,000 of the IRRG sockeye salmon in August  
50,000 of the IRRG sockeye salmon in September 

     
    Late-run SEG + IRRG = 275,000‒400,000 
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Chignik River King Salmon Escapement 
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Year 11 
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Current Escapement Goal 
Lower SEG + 75,000 IRRG = 275,000 
Upper SEG = 400,000 

20-year avg. = 325,328  

10-year avg.= 
347,711 

5-year avg. = 368,816 
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Chignik River Late-Run Sockeye Salmon Escapement 
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Year 

Chignik River Sockeye Salmon Escapement in 
August and Early September (Inriver Run Goal) 
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August esc. 
objectives (50,000) 
 + IRRG (25,000) = 

75,000 

September 1‒15 
IRRG = 25,000 

September 1‒30 
IRRG = 50,000 

August esc. 
objectives 

(73,000) 
 + IRRG (25,000) 

= 98,000 



Chignik River Coho Salmon Escapement 
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Year 14 

5-year avg. = 37,490 

10-year avg. = 22,501 
20-year avg. = 17,494 
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Year 16 

Current even-year  
SEG = 170,000‒280,000 
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Current SEG = 45,000‒110,000 
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20-year avg. = 4,711 

10-year avg. = 6,965 

5-year avg. = 8,543 
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1,329,010 

10-year avg. =  
1,374,471 

5-year avg. =  
892,908 
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                  Chignik                Cape Igvak           
Year Catch Percent Catch Percent Catch Percent Total
1999 2,326,811 78.7 456,039 15.4 173,621 5.9 2,956,471
2000 1,509,652 80.1 271,344 14.4 103,419 5.5 1,884,415
2001 1,134,991 79.4 215,214 15.1 79,037 5.5 1,429,242
2002 849,980 81.0 136,488 13.0 63,026 6.0 1,049,494
2003 855,179 81.7 121,887 11.6 70,044 6.7 1,047,110
2004 681,120 75.9 160,665 17.9 55,123 6.1 896,908
2005 1,098,718 70.8 274,328 17.7 177,906 11.5 1,550,952
2006 741,887 87.7 41,834 4.9 62,010 7.3 845,731
2007 601,213 92.0 52,527 8.0 0 0.0 653,740
2008 445,199 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 445,199
2009 871,890 83.3 126,968 12.1 48,322 5.5 1,047,180
2010 1,125,135 80.6 185,193 13.3 85,267 7.6 1,395,595
2011 2,277,681 77.8 494,538 16.9 156,637 6.9 2,928,856
2012 1,640,517 78.4 324,895 15.5 126,083 7.7 2,091,495
2013 2,246,339 81.1 354,179 12.8 169,029 7.5 2,769,547
2014 330,302 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 330,302
2015 1,014,550 90.7 5,936 0.5 98,473 9.7 1,118,959
2016 1,167,326 74.8 298,470 19.1 94,790 8.1 1,560,586
2017 679,435 80.8 118,101 14.0 43,730 6.4 841,266
2018 128 100.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 128
Average
1999–2018 1,079,903 83.7 214,036 13.1 100,407 7.1 1,342,159

SEDM

Chignik-bound Sockeye Salmon Harvest in the CMA, 
Cape Igvak and SEDM 
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Table 20. ChigIg percentage







				                  Chignika						                Cape Igvaka            						SEDMa

		Year		Catch		Percent				Catchb		Percent				Catchc		Percent		Total

		1978		1,454,389		86.6				225,078		13.4				ND		ND		1,679,467

		1979		794,504		98.3				13,950		1.7				ND		ND		808,454

		1980		670,001		91.3				32		0.0				63,724		8.7		733,757

		1981		1,606,300		79.9				282,727		14.1				122,198		6.1		2,011,225

		1982		1,250,768		84.5				166,756		11.3				62,789		4.2		1,480,313

		1983		1,450,832		72.7				318,048		15.9				227,392		11.4		1,996,272

		1984		2,474,405		73.9				449,372		13.4				423,292		12.6		3,347,069

		1985		690,698		79.8				123,627		14.3				51,421		5.9		865,746

		1986		1,456,729		82.6				188,017		10.7				118,006		6.7		1,762,752

		1987		1,659,236		78.0				321,506		15.1				146,886		6.9		2,127,628

		1988		675,487		95.8				10,520		1.5				19,320		2.7		705,327

		1989		496,044		99.1				0		0.0				4,485		0.9		500,529

		1990		1,205,575		84.3				107,706		7.5				117,065		8.2		1,430,346

		1991d		1,962,583		80.5				324,195		13.3				152,714		6.3		2,439,492

		1992		1,054,309		81.2				150,434		11.6				93,845		7.2		1,298,588

		1993		1,495,098		77.7				300,055		15.6				128,608		6.7		1,923,761

		1994e		1,632,435		80.6				250,230		12.4				142,350		7.0		2,025,015

		1995		1,024,785		79.8				169,530		13.2				89,086		6.9		1,283,401

		1996		1,710,249		79.7				308,327		14.4				127,201		5.9		2,145,777

		1997		443,892		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		443,892

		1998f		786,466		91.2				8,813		1.0				66,893		7.8		862,172

		1999		2,326,811		78.7				456,039		15.4				173,621		5.9		2,956,471

		2000		1,509,652		80.1				271,344		14.4				103,419		5.5		1,884,415

		2001g		1,134,991		79.4				215,214		15.1				79,037		5.5		1,429,242

		2002		849,980		81.0				136,488		13.0				63,026		6.0		1,049,494

		2003		855,179		81.7				121,887		11.6				70,044		6.7		1,047,110

		2004		681,120		75.9				160,665		17.9				55,123		6.1		896,908

		2005		1,098,718		70.8				274,328		17.7				177,906		11.5		1,550,952

		2006		741,887		87.7				41,834		4.9				62,010		7.3		845,731

		2007		601,213		92.0				52,527		8.0				0		0.0		653,740

		2008		445,199		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		445,199

		2009		871,890		83.3				126,968		12.1				48,322		5.5		1,047,180

		2010		1,125,135		80.6				185,193		13.3				85,267		7.6		1,395,595

		2011		2,277,681		77.8				494,538		16.9				156,637		6.9		2,928,856

		2012		1,640,517		78.4				324,895		15.5				126,083		7.7		2,091,495

		2013		2,246,339		81.1				354,179		12.8				169,029		7.5		2,769,547

		2014		330,302		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		330,302

		2015		1,014,550		90.7				5,936		0.5				98,473		9.7		1,118,959

		2016		1,167,326		74.8				298,470		19.1				94,790		8.1		1,560,586

		2017		679,435		80.8				118,101		14.0				43,730		6.4		841,266

		2018		128		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		128

		Averagesh

		1998–2017		1,119,220		81.4				202,634		12.4				98,436		7.2		1,385,261

		2008–2017		1,179,837		80.9				238,535		13.0				102,791		7.4		1,452,899

		2013–2017		1,087,590		81.9				194,172		11.6				101,506		7.9		1,324,132
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Table X. Total sockeye salmon CMA commercial, personal use, test fish, Cape    Igvak, and SEDM harvests by year, 1960 through 2004. 

a These figures do not include salmon caught for personal use or salmon caught in the 
   department's test fishery program.
b These figures do not include harvests in the Cape Igvak or SEDM fisheries. 


1964 to 1972 catch and percentage figures are totals for the entire season.  Catch figures and percentages after 1972 are only through July 25.

Table 19.  Harvest of sockeye salmon considered by regulation to be Chignik bound in the Chignik, Cape Igvak, and Southeastern District Mainland commercial salmon fisheries from June 1 to July 25, 1978 through 2015. 

a   Through 2001, the Cape Igvak and Southeastern District Mainland figures represent 80% of the total sockeye salmon catch for those areas through July 25, based on the regulations in effect during those years. In 2002 the BOF increased the percentage of sockeye salmon harvest considered Chignik bound from 80% to 90% in the Cape Igvak fishery. The figures reported in this table are the portion of the catches considered Chignik-bound. These figures do not include Chignik test fishery harvests or fish retained for home pack as they are not included in the allocation scheme.

b   Beginning in 1978 the Cape Igvak Salmon Management Plan allocated up to 15% of the total catch of Chignik-bound sockeye salmon to the Cape Igvak fishery.

c   Beginning in 1985 the Southeastern District Mainland  was allowed an allocation of 6.2% of the total harvest of Chignik bound sockeye salmon through July 25.  Certain areas (which changed frequently) were excluded from the allocation and managed for local (Orzinski Lake) stocks (see regulations from the individual years). After July 25 the entire Southeast District Mainland was managed based on local stock abundance.  The allocation level changed to 6.0% beginning in 1988. Beginning in 1992,  the allocation of Chignik bound sockeye to the Southeastern District Mainland fishery was increased to 7.0%.  Prior to the 1996 season, the BOF decreased the allocation  from 7.0% to 6.0%. The allocation was increased from 6.0% to 7.6% prior to the 2007 season.

d    Includes a forgone harvest of 278,305 sockeye salmon during a Chignik area strike (June 23 to July 4).

e    Includes a forgone harvest of  208,921 sockeye salmon during a Chignik area strike (June 2 to June 25).

f   Includes a forgone harvest of  52,131 sockeye salmon during a Chignik area strike  (June 16 to June 29).

g   Includes a forgone harvest of  389,887 sockeye salmon in Chignik during a Chignik area strike  (June 16 to 29) , and foregone harvest of  27,896 sockeye salmon in the SEDM during a strike on the South Peninsula (June 14 to July 2).
h  Recent averages do not include years in which the Cape Igvak and SEDM remained closed throughout the allocation period.
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				                  Chignik						                Cape Igvak           						SEDM

		Year		Catch		Percent				Catch		Percent				Catch		Percent		Total

		1999		2,326,811		78.7				456,039		15.4				173,621		5.9		2,956,471

		2000		1,509,652		80.1				271,344		14.4				103,419		5.5		1,884,415

		2001		1,134,991		79.4				215,214		15.1				79,037		5.5		1,429,242

		2002		849,980		81.0				136,488		13.0				63,026		6.0		1,049,494

		2003		855,179		81.7				121,887		11.6				70,044		6.7		1,047,110

		2004		681,120		75.9				160,665		17.9				55,123		6.1		896,908

		2005		1,098,718		70.8				274,328		17.7				177,906		11.5		1,550,952

		2006		741,887		87.7				41,834		4.9				62,010		7.3		845,731

		2007		601,213		92.0				52,527		8.0				0		0.0		653,740

		2008		445,199		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		445,199

		2009		871,890		83.3				126,968		12.1				48,322		5.5		1,047,180

		2010		1,125,135		80.6				185,193		13.3				85,267		7.6		1,395,595

		2011		2,277,681		77.8				494,538		16.9				156,637		6.9		2,928,856

		2012		1,640,517		78.4				324,895		15.5				126,083		7.7		2,091,495

		2013		2,246,339		81.1				354,179		12.8				169,029		7.5		2,769,547

		2014		330,302		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		330,302

		2015		1,014,550		90.7				5,936		0.5				98,473		9.7		1,118,959

		2016		1,167,326		74.8				298,470		19.1				94,790		8.1		1,560,586

		2017		679,435		80.8				118,101		14.0				43,730		6.4		841,266

		2018		128		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		128

		Average

		1999–2018		1,079,903		83.7				214,036		13.1				100,407		7.1		1,342,159
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Table X. Total sockeye salmon CMA commercial, personal use, test fish, Cape    Igvak, and SEDM harvests by year, 1960 through 2004. 

a These figures do not include salmon caught for personal use or salmon caught in the 
   department's test fishery program.
b These figures do not include harvests in the Cape Igvak or SEDM fisheries. 


Table 19.  Harvest of sockeye salmon considered by regulation to be Chignik bound in the Chignik, Cape Igvak, and Southeastern District Mainland commercial salmon fisheries from June 1 to July 25, 1978 through 2015. 

a   Through 2001, the Cape Igvak and Southeastern District Mainland figures represent 80% of the total sockeye salmon catch for those areas through July 25, based on the regulations in effect during those years. In 2002 the BOF increased the percentage of sockeye salmon harvest considered Chignik bound from 80% to 90% in the Cape Igvak fishery. The figures reported in this table are the portion of the catches considered Chignik-bound. These figures do not include Chignik test fishery harvests or fish retained for home pack as they are not included in the allocation scheme.

b   Beginning in 1978 the Cape Igvak Salmon Management Plan allocated up to 15% of the total catch of Chignik-bound sockeye salmon to the Cape Igvak fishery.

c   Beginning in 1985 the Southeastern District Mainland  was allowed an allocation of 6.2% of the total harvest of Chignik bound sockeye salmon through July 25.  Certain areas (which changed frequently) were excluded from the allocation and managed for local (Orzinski Lake) stocks (see regulations from the individual years). After July 25 the entire Southeast District Mainland was managed based on local stock abundance.  The allocation level changed to 6.0% beginning in 1988. Beginning in 1992,  the allocation of Chignik bound sockeye to the Southeastern District Mainland fishery was increased to 7.0%.  Prior to the 1996 season, the BOF decreased the allocation  from 7.0% to 6.0%. The allocation was increased from 6.0% to 7.6% prior to the 2007 season.

d    Includes a forgone harvest of 278,305 sockeye salmon during a Chignik area strike (June 23 to July 4).

e    Includes a forgone harvest of  208,921 sockeye salmon during a Chignik area strike (June 2 to June 25).

f   Includes a forgone harvest of  52,131 sockeye salmon during a Chignik area strike  (June 16 to June 29).

g   Includes a forgone harvest of  389,887 sockeye salmon in Chignik during a Chignik area strike  (June 16 to 29) , and foregone harvest of  27,896 sockeye salmon in the SEDM during a strike on the South Peninsula (June 14 to July 2).
h  Recent averages do not include years in which the Cape Igvak and SEDM remained closed throughout the allocation period.
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				                  Chignik						                Cape Igvak           						SEDM

		Year		Catch		Percent				Catch		Percent				Catch		Percent		Total

		1999		2,326,811		78.7				456,039		15.4				173,621		5.9		2,956,471

		2000		1,509,652		80.1				271,344		14.4				103,419		5.5		1,884,415

		2001		1,134,991		79.4				215,214		15.1				79,037		5.5		1,429,242

		2002		849,980		81.0				136,488		13.0				63,026		6.0		1,049,494

		2003		855,179		81.7				121,887		11.6				70,044		6.7		1,047,110

		2004		681,120		75.9				160,665		17.9				55,123		6.1		896,908

		2005		1,098,718		70.8				274,328		17.7				177,906		11.5		1,550,952

		2006		741,887		87.7				41,834		4.9				62,010		7.3		845,731

		2007		601,213		92.0				52,527		8.0				0		0.0		653,740

		2008		445,199		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		445,199

		2009		871,890		83.3				126,968		12.1				48,322		5.5		1,047,180

		2010		1,125,135		80.6				185,193		13.3				85,267		7.6		1,395,595

		2011		2,277,681		77.8				494,538		16.9				156,637		6.9		2,928,856

		2012		1,640,517		78.4				324,895		15.5				126,083		7.7		2,091,495

		2013		2,246,339		81.1				354,179		12.8				169,029		7.5		2,769,547

		2014		330,302		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		330,302

		2015		1,014,550		90.7				5,936		0.5				98,473		9.7		1,118,959

		2016		1,167,326		74.8				298,470		19.1				94,790		8.1		1,560,586

		2017		679,435		80.8				118,101		14.0				43,730		6.4		841,266

		2018		128		100.0				0		0.0				0		0.0		128
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CMA 2016‒2018 Season Summary 
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Year King Sockeye Coho Pink Chum
2016 69 20,684 1,385,673 94,397 140,895 118,418 $8,600,000
2017 67 3,908 894,933 226,730 7,077,740 609,105 $15,800,000
2018 6 0 128 1 6 924 $3,000

Number of Salmon HarvestedNumber of 
Permits

Exvessel 
Value


Sheet1

				does not include TF

						Number of Permits		Number of Salmon Harvested										Exvessel Value

				Year				King		Sockeye		Coho		Pink		Chum

				2016		69		20,684		1,385,673		94,397		140,895		118,418		$8,600,000

				2017		67		3,908		894,933		226,730		7,077,740		609,105		$15,800,000

				2018		6		0		128		1		6		924		$3,000

				Average		47		8,197		760,245		107,043		2,406,214		242,816		$8,134,333
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2019 Chignik Salmon BOF Proposals 

Proposal 147: Reduce the Chignik River sockeye salmon 
Inriver Run Goal  
Proposal 148: Manage the Western and Perryville 
districts based on salmon stocks in portions of Area M 
from July 9–September 30  
Proposal 149: Allow more fishing opportunity in the 
Western District in June and early July  
Proposals 150 and 151: Allow more fishing opportunity in 
the Western and Perryville districts in June and early 
July   
Proposal 152: Prohibit commercial fishing in the 
Perryville District and Mitrofania Section of the CMA 
when Orzinski weir in Area M is not meeting escapement 
goals  
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2019 Chignik Salmon BOF Proposals 

Proposal 153: Prohibit commercial fishing in the 
Perryville District and the Mitrofania Section of the CMA 
when SEDM is closed over escapement concerns  
Proposal 154: Count only large king salmon towards the 
Chignik River King salmon escapement goal 
Proposal 158: Increase the maximum seine length in the 
Central, Eastern, Western and Perryville districts 
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Questions? 
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