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The Policy for the Management of Sustainable Salmon Fisheries (SSFP; 5 AAC 39.222) directs
the department to report to the Alaska Board of Fisheries (board) on the status of salmon stocks
and identify any stocks that present a concem related to yield, management, or conservation
during regular board meetings. This memorandum summarizes the results of the stock of concern
evaluation for Southeast Alaska salmon stocks for the 2017/2018 board regulatory cycle. An
interdivisional escapement goal review committee consisting of regional staff from the divisions
of Commercial Fisheries and Sport Fish, as well as statewide representatives, reviewed 52
escapement goals for stocks of salmon in the Southeast Region and examined potential stocks of
concem as defined in the SSFP. A management concem is defined (5 AAC 39.222) as “a concern
arising from a chronic inability, despite use of specific management measures, to maintain
escapement for a stock within the bounds™ of the established escapement goal, and “chronic
inability” means “continuing or anticipated inability to meet escapement thresholds over a four to
five year period, which is approximately equivalent to the generation time of most salmon
species.”

The department recommends that four salmon stocks be designated as stocks of concern.
Escapements for the Chilkat, King Salmon, and Unuk river king salmon stocks and the McDonald
Lake sockeye salmon stock have failed to meet escapement goals in four out of five consecutive
years from 2013 to 2017, and the department recommends these stocks be designated as stocks of
management concem. Management measures implemented to reduce harvest of these stocks in
commercial, sport, and subsistence fisheries have been incrementally broadened in scope as
escapements underperformed. We note that very poor marine survival has been the primary factor
behind the recent period of poor production of Southeast Alaska king salmon stocks. Although



























