
Commercial Fishery (4 Proposals) 

PROPOSAL 53 
5 AAC 32.126. Dungeness crab pot marking requirements for Registration Area A; 5 
AAC 34.126. King crab pot marking requirements for Registration Area A; and 5 
AAC 35.126. Tanner crab gear marking requirements for Registration Area A.  
Clarify regulations related to the sale of buoy tags to commercial Dungeness crab fishery 
permit holders, as follows: 

 
5 AAC 32.126(b) is amended to read: 

(b) Identification tags are issued before each fishing season, are uniquely numbered for each 
registration year, and will be issued to the permit holder at the time of vessel registration 
[FOR THAT VESSEL ONLY]. The permit holder, [VESSEL OWNER] or the permit 
holder’s [OWNER'S] agent, shall apply for identification tags at a department office 
designated to issue tags. Replacement of lost tags during a season is permitted if the permit 
holder [VESSEL OPERATOR] submits a sworn statement or affidavit describing how the 
tags were lost and listing the numbers of the lost tags. Tags shall be renewed annually at the 
time of registration before each fishing season.  

 
5 AAC 34.126 is amended to read: 

(a) Notwithstanding 5 AAC 34.051(c), identification tags are issued before each fishing 
season, are uniquely numbered for each registration year, and will be issued to the 
permit holder at the time of vessel registration. The permit holder, or the permit 
holder’s agent, shall apply for identification tags at a department office designated to 
issue tags. [IN ADDITION TO THE REQUIREMENTS OF 5 AAC 34.051, IN 
REGISTRATION AREA A, REPLACEMENT] Replacement of [IDENTIFICATION] 
lost tags [LOST] during the season is permitted if the [VESSEL OPERATOR] permit 
holder and at least one crewmember submit sworn statements or affidavits, in person, at a 
department office in Registration Area A, describing how the tags were lost and listing the 
numbers of the lost tags. 

 
(b) If multiple CFEC permit holders are registered to fish from a vessel 
simultaneously for the golden king crab and Tanner crab fisheries, the tags are issued 
to the vessel for the duration of the fishing seasons. 

 
5 AAC 35.126 is amended to read: 

(b) Identification tags are issued before each fishing season, are uniquely numbered for 
each registration year, and will be issued to the permit holder at the time of vessel 
registration [FOR THAT VESSEL ONLY]. The permit holder, [VESSEL OWNER] or the 
permit holder’s [OWNER'S] agent, shall apply for identification tags at a department 
office designated to issue the tags. Replacement of tags lost during the season is permitted 
if the permit holder [VESSEL OPERATOR] and at least one crewmember submit sworn 
statements or affidavits, in person, at a [THE] department office in Registration Area A, 
[THAT ISSUED THE TAGS] describing how the tags were lost and listing the numbers 
of the lost tags [TAGS SHALL BE RENEWED ANNUALLY BEFORE EACH FISHING 
SEASON]. 
 



(c) Each Tanner crab ring net must have an identification tag, as specified in (a) of this 
section. 
(d) If multiple CFEC permit holders are registered to fish from a vessel 
simultaneously for the Tanner crab and golden king crab fisheries, the tags are issued 
to the vessel for the duration of the fishing seasons. 

 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? The department has maintained 
a procedure of selling and associating buoy tags to a permit holder, and not to a specific vessel or 
CFEC permit card. This allows permit holders to switch vessels mid-season and keep their purchased 
tags, and also allows permit holders in the Dungeness crab fishery to switch permits and keep some 
or all of their purchased tags.  
 
Issuing buoy tags to a specific vessel or a specific CFEC permit card creates logistical problems for 
enforcement and crab management staff, so the exception to issue buoy tags to a specific vessel in 
cases when multiple CFEC permit holders register a vessel simultaneously for the Tanner crab and 
golden king crab fisheries would allow the department to use the same approach it uses now for a 
single individual registering for the Tanner crab and golden king crab fisheries with a single permit 
that allows the privilege to fish for both species.  
 
PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game   (HQ-F17-104) 
****************************************************************************** 
 
PROPOSAL 54 

5 AAC 32.125. Lawful gear for Registration Area A.  
Reduce the maximum number of pots per vessel in the Southeastern Alaska Area 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery from 300 pots to 240 pots, as follows: 

 
(a) In Registration area A, no more than 240 Dungeness Crab Pots may be operated from a single 
vessel to take Dungeness crab under any circumstances. A person may not operate more pots than 
allowed under the terms of that persons CFEC permit. If multiple CFEC permit holders are 
registered to fish from a vessel the maximum number of pots that may be operated from that vessel 
is the aggregate of the number of pots allowed under the registered permit holder permits, except 
that the number of pots operated on board that vessel may not exceed 240 pots. 
 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? To reduce the number of 
Dungeness Crab pots that a single vessel can operate. This proposal will reduce the number of 
Dungeness Crab pots on the fishing grounds from a possible 42450 pots to 33960 pots. Due to sea 
otter predation the Dungeness fishing grounds have become over saturated with gear, this proposal 
if adopted would take some of the pressure off the grounds and allow fisherman to more effectively 
operate their gear. 
 
PROPOSED BY: Ryan Littleton       (EF-F17-005) 
******************************************************************************  
 
PROPOSAL 55 

5 AAC 32.125. Lawful gear for Registration Area A.  



Increase the maximum number of pots per vessel in the Southeastern Alaska Area 
commercial Dungeness crab fishery from 300 pots to 400 pots, as follows: 

 
(a) In Registration Area A, no more than 400 Dungeness crab pots may be operated from a single 
vessel to take Dungeness crab under any circumstances. A person may not operate more pots than 
allowed under the terms of that persons CFEC permit. If additional CFEC permit holders are 
registered to fish from a vessel, each additional permit will be allowed to operate one third 
of the terms of the additional persons CFEC permit aboard that vessel. 
 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? In the Area A Dungeness crab 
fishery there is too many commercial crab pots fishing. Due to the increased efficiency of the fleet, 
there is shorter soak times which do not allow non-legal crab to leave the pot through the escape 
rings. 
 
This proposal would increase the number of crab pots per vessel to 400. This will increase soak 
times allowing non-legal crab time to escape the pot. This proposal would only give one third of 
the value of the terms of a stacked permit. This will remove a significant number of pots out of the 
water for the whole fleet.  
 
PROPOSED BY: Derek Thynes       (EF-F17-114) 
******************************************************************************  
 
PROPOSAL 56 

5 AAC 32.150. Closed waters in Registration Area A.  
Close waters of Twelvemile Arm to commercial fishing for Dungeness crab, as follows: 

 
 (11) waters of Twelve-mile Arm west of a line at 55'31.262'N lat., 132'34.141"W long, to 
55"30.170'N lat., 132'33.731'W long., and north and east of a line at 55'26.410'N lat., 
132'40.050'W long., to 55'26.333'N lat., 132'39.529'W long.; 
 
What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? The residents of Prince of 
Wales Island have continued to see an increased presence of commercial Dungeness crab 
fisherman in 12-mile arm. The commercial Dungeness crab fleet has seen an increased in sea otters 
in other areas of Southeast Alaska and very low numbers of Dungeness crab in those areas. The 
area of Hollis has seen an increase of personal use Dungeness crab fisherman from the 
communities on the western shore of Prince of Wales. The fisherman of Hollis continues to see 
lower numbers of crab from the increase of all users. A small increase to the area closed to taking 
Dungeness crab commercially will continue to allow a sustainable biomass to be harvested by 
personal use fisherman to supplement the high cost of living and depressed economy on Prince of 
Wales Island. The commercial Dungeness crab fleet would not be impacted by this small increase 
to the existing closed fishing area. 
 
PROPOSED BY: Hollis Community Council Inc.      (EF-F17-022) 
******************************************************************************  
 


