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The Policy for the management of sustainable salmon fisheries (SSFP;, 5 AAC 39.222) directs the
department to report to the Alaska Board of Fisheries (board) on the status of salmon stocks and
identify any stocks that present a concemn related to yield, management, or conservation during
regular board meetings. This memorandum summarizes the results of the stock of concern
evaluation for Upper Cook Inlet (UCI) salmon stocks for the 20162017 board regulatory cycle.
The evaluation includes input from regional and area management staff from both fishery
divisions.

During the 2016 escapement goal review process all king, sockeye, pink, coho, and chum salmon
stocks in the UCI were examined for potential stock of concern status (Munro and Volk 2016).
Currently, there are 8 stocks of concern in UCI (Table 1).

King salmon

The board has designated seven king salmon stocks as stocks of yield or management concern
since the 2011 UCI board meeting (Table 1). Since 2009, the escapement goals were met in some
years for only two of these stocks. With management actions being taken to limit fishing mortality
on all seven stocks, the Willow Creek goal was achieved in three of the last four years, and the
Chuitna River goal was achieved in each of the last four years (Table 1). The department
recommends no change to the status of the seven king salmon stocks of concern.



Upper Cook Inlet Stock of Concern Memo

Sockeye salmon

Since establishment of Susitna River sockeye salmon as a stock of yield concern in 2008, the
sonar-based Yentna River sustainable escapement goal (SEG) was eliminated and replaced with
three Susitna drainage weir-based SEGs (Fair et al. 2009): Chelatna Lake (Yentna River), Judd
Lake (Yentna River), and Larson Lake {Susitna River mainstem). The current escapement goals
(Table 1) were first in effect for the 2009 season. The Chelatna Lake escapement goal has been
met in seven of the past eight years, Larson Lake in five of the past eight years, and Judd Lake in
three of the past seven years counted. Note that the Judd Lake weir was not operated in 2016 due
to lack of funding.

The department recommends no change to the status of Susitna River sockeye salmon stock of
yield concern.

As part of the UCI escapement goal presentation to the board in February, staff will include an
update on stocks of concern and review the department’s recommendations for stocks of concern.
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