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Personal Use

- 34,315 Household Permits S OC ke ye

- 100,000 Alaskan Residents

Chinook

Subsistence

Sport Fisherman
Native Tribes

-301 Registered Guides

-Private Resident Anglers Commercial

-1305 Upper Cook Inlet Permits

Economic - 5000 Jobs

-Local businesses
-Tourism

Processors & Buyers
- Over 19 Major Buyers for UCI

Sport Fisherman
-Increased guided anglers
-Private Anglers

Economic
-Local businesses
-Tourism

More Alaskan residents benefit from a healthy sockeye run.



Sustainable Escapement Goal (SEG)is an estimate based on historical
performance and other factors. An SEG is meant to conserve stocks over a five
to 10 year period. It is used in situations where a biological escapement goal
cannot be estimated because there is no stock-specific catch information. The
sustainable escapement goal is the primary management objective for
escapement. The SEG is used unless an optimal escapement (OEG) or in-river
run goal has been adopted by the BOF. An SEG is developed by ADF&G using
biological data. The SEG are the Spawners that escape to the spawning grounds.

Optimum Escapement Goal (OEG)allows for sustainable runs based on
biological needs of the stock and ensures healthy returns for all user groups.
The Optimum escapement goals are set by the BOF. An OEG is a management
objective that considers biological and allocative factors. OEGs are set by the
BOF. The OEG are the Spawners that escape to the spawning grounds.

In-river Goal is a specific management objective for salmon stocks that are
subject to harvest upstream of where the escapement is estimated; the inriver
run goal will be set in regulation by the BOF and is comprised of the SEG, BEG or
OEG, plus specific allocations to in-river fisheries.




Kenai River Sockeye Goals

SEG- 700,000 - 1.2 million Spawners
OEG-700,000 - 1.4 million Spawners (Set by BOF in 2011)

In-river Goals
Runs of 2.3 million or less: In-River Goal 900,000 -1.1 million

eAllocates 200,000 - 400,000 Sockeye to in-river
®ESSN may have up to 24 hours of Emergency Order time

Runs 2.3 million to 4.6 million: In-River Goal 1 million -1.2 million
eAllocates 300,000 - 500,000 Sockeye to in-river
®ESSN may have up to 51 hours of Emergency Order time

Runs greater than 4.6 million: In- River Goal 1.1 million -1.35 million

eAllocates 400,000 - 650,000 Sockeye to in-river
®ESSN may have up to 84 hours of Emergency Order time

SOCKEYE



Source of Data : ADF&G-Review of Salmon Escapement Goals in Upper Cook Inlet, Alaska, 2016
2015 is preliminary because sport harvest estimate is not final



Mean Yield of Kenai River Sockeye Salmon at
Various Spawner Densities

Future Yields are diminished on a salmon stock which the majority of
Alaskans depend upon.



Source of Data : ADF&G-Review of Salmon Escapement Goals in Upper Cook Inlet, Alaska, 2016
*2015 is preliminary because sport harvest estimate is not final



2 Million Sockeye Return

Escapement = 1 million

Personal use and Sport Fishery = 1 million Harvest
Spawners/Escapement = 1 million

What is left for the Commercial Fishery?

Commercial Fishermen are being allocated out of the fishery.



ESSN

Harvest 70% of available

sockeye in a 12 hour period

Source of Data: ADF&G

Important
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Drifters

Harvest 40% of

available sockeye ina 12
hour period

Dipnet

Harvest 30% of

available sockeye ina 12
hour period
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is the FIRST year that a pulse of sockeye did not fall on a weekend.
Sockeye don’t know what day of the week it is!!

Source of Data : ADF&G
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In 2013 ADF&G changed the Late-Run Chinook Salmon Escapement Goal to
15,000-30,000

This did NOT lower the goal, it was simply adjusting to the counting method
with the new Didson sonar. In Fact, on Page 16 of the Draft Escapement Goal
Report, the recommended goal of 15,000 to 30,000 provides a "small safety
factor" to reduce risk to the Chinook salmon stock. Without the "safety
factor" the NEW SEG would be 12,000-28,000. (3,000 Chinook "safety factor")
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In 2013 ADF&G made an escapement goal for Late Run Kenai River Chinook of
15,000-30,000 ALL sizes. Due to weak runs there have been restrictions amongst all
user groups. The escapement goal has never not been met, even with the safety factor.

Source of Data : ADF&G 15



In Jan 2017 ADF&G came out with a new Escapement goal range, only counting large Chinook 75cm or
longer. 13,500- 27,000 is the new goal. This was to simplify counting chinook inseason since accurate
estimates of small Chinook salmon abundance are indirect, imprecise, time consuming, and difficult to

obtain inseason.

According to ADF&G, recent late runs have been unusually low in abundance and small in body size. If
such runs persist, the recommended late-run goal may provide less fishing opportunity than could have
occurred under the current goal.

Source of Data : ADF&G-Spawner-Recruit Analyses and Escapement Goal Recommendations for Kenai River Chinook Salmon 16



The Inriver sport fishery is the
harvester of 75cm and longer chinook
salmon. Itis a

According to the policy for the
management of sustainable salmon
fisheries “burden of conservation” means
the restrictions imposed by the board or
department upon various users in order to
achieve escapement, rebuild, or in some
other way conserve a specific salmon stock
or group of stocks; this burden, in the
absence of a salmon fishery management
plan,

Therefore, we believe that inriver sport
fisherman targeting king salmon

bear the burden of restrictions, because of
their proportion to harvest of Large King
Salmon setnetters, who target
sockeye out in Cook Inlet.

Source of Data : ADF&G-Spawner-Recruit Analyses and Escapement Goal Recommendations for Kenai River Chinook Salmon
*2012 was omitted from data points since ADF&G is not using that data in escapement goal 17



What restrictions do ESSN take for Chinook Conservation?
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