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PO Box 586 Kenai, AK 99611 
Arni Thomson, Consultant; cell: 907.907.570.1959 
athomsonak@gmail.com www.aksalmonalliance.org 

February 9, 2017 

Glenn Haight, Executive Director 
Alaska Board of Fisheries 
Boards Support Section 
P.O. Box 115526 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526 
dfg.bofcomments@alaska.gov 

Attention:  Board of Fisheries Comments for Upper Cook Inlet Finfish Meeting 

The Alaska Salmon Alliance, is an Alaska-based corporation with offices in Kenai and 
Anchorage, certified by the the IRS as a 501(c)6, not-for-profit entity in February of 
2012.  ASA is part of the growing movement of individuals and organizations that 
support the culture of salmon in Alaska and advocate for research and education to 
improve science-based salmon management for the benefit of Alaskan communities and 
all user groups.  (Additional information on the Southcentral Alaska commercial 
fisheries economic impact, see attachment) 

The ASA wishes to note that it intends to work on issues and collaborate with members of the 
public to the extent practicable, and with members of the Board of Fisheries during the course of 
the Upper Cook Inlet meeting.    

Below are some general areas of particular concern to ASA and our membership. 

ASA does not support prescriptive management measures. Prescriptive management 
measures do not allow for annual variations in run strength and timing and inhibit local 
ADFG management expertise in the application of Emergency Order authority to 
implement adaptive management measures to optimize harvests for all sectors.    
Prescriptive measures include the mandatory use of corridors, windows, paired 
restrictions, 1% rules or changing escapement goals for different run sizes.  

ASA does support scientific and sustainable fishery management measures and 
sustainable escapement goals (SEG). The ADF&G has determined that salmon 
escapements in excess of an SEG are not sustainable. ASA does not support any 
proposals that will allow the late run sockeye escapement into the Kenai River to exceed 
the current SEG of 700,000 – 1.2 million. 
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Paired restrictions:  ASA supports the repeal of paired restrictions, noted in our support 
for proposals 168,169,171,172,176,177.   At the last BOF meeting the board adopted a new 
concept called “paired restrictions.” The result was rules that unfairly burden commercial set 
net and drift net fishers in Cook Inlet and limit or restrict management decisions for no 
benefit. The effect is that if the inriver sport fishery that targets King salmon can’t prosecute 
that fishery without any limitation, the ESSN fishery is severely restricted. This is not an 
equitable way of balancing restrictions or contributions for conservation. 

Further, “paired restrictions’ undermine flexible in season management because it restricts 
the managers ability to open and close the fishery in times of abundance. This arbitrary 
imposition of restrictions of opportunity/time on ESSN results in immeasurable benefit to 
achieving king salmon escapement goals. 

Finally, ASA thinks it is critical for the Board to remember the BOF’s mixed stock 
management policy. In particular the purpose and principles adopted by unanimous 
consent of the board: 

(1)  The policy should provide that all users of salmon resources should share in 
actions taken to conserve the resource in a manner which is, ideally, fair and 
proportional to respective harvest of the stock in question. 

Our organization believes this principle was abandoned at the last board meeting and 
should be the basis of the boards consideration of the any discussion regarding 
“conservation” in the rationale of proposals before the board in your upcoming meetings. 

Large fish King goal : The department has been remiss in distribution of information to 
support this change, so providing a well-informed position is very difficult. The board 
needs to carefully assess the implication of the proposed new “large fish” goal because it 
reflects a substantial increase in the current escapement goal that will predictably result in 
additional restrictions of opportunity for the commercial fishing harvesters. 

1% rule:    ASA  supports repeal of the 1% rule for drifters and setnetters, and supports 
proposals 94, 97, 137.        

Changes to gear and net size: The ASA opposes changes in gear and mesh size as 
proposed in 141, but ASA also supports 174 that proposes to remove provisions that 
restrict the number and/or depth of commercial set gillnets in the Upper Subdistrict.    

The “science” related to change of net or mesh size is anecdotal at best and disingenuous 
at worst. There is no credible science or data to suggest changing net sizes across the 
commercial fish fleet will result in benefits by any measure. At present, commercial 
fishers adopt net and mesh sizes to best meet operational needs restricted by a maximum 
limit established in regulation. To arbitrarily impose restrictions on all fishers for no 
benefit is more punitive than beneficial from a management perspective. Further, the cost 
of changing gear (if it is even available at this late stage) should not be trivialized. It is 
important to remember the size of nets also influences the type and style of running lines, 
buoys, and associated rigging necessary to fish in the ESSN. The cost imposed on fishers 
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who only fish several days a year to advance an objective with no scientific or 
management basis should be sufficient alone to abandon consideration of any changes to 
nets or gear in CI. 

Importance of listening to Advisory Committees: 
The Advisory Committee process and input is critical to the success of your board 
meeting. In most instances, AC’s spend considerable time and effort to carefully review 
and debate each proposal before the board.  Their recommendations are often the product 
of spirited debate, collaboration and compromise among various user groups. The AC 
process often provides a considered voice of the public who rarely can take the time to 
attend a BOF meeting and they should not be overshadowed by BOF ‘regulars” who 
suggest they represent the view of a particular group or interest. 

The reconstituted Anchorage Advisory Committee is an example of a fairly balanced 
group of individuals that are representative of thousands of diverse stakeholders involved 
in commercial, sport, personal use and subsistence fisheries.   

Allowing partial deliveries by the ESSN fleet during an opening (No proposal number) 
but worthy of comment. 5 AAC 39.130 (d) (). 

Definition of the problem:    The ESSN fishery is complex and varied. It includes 
harvesters who work off shore as well as those who fish on beaches whose access is 
heavily influenced by extreme fluctuations of Cook Inlet tides. A strict interpretation of 
regulations, in particular interpretation of the term “time of delivery,” requires a permit 
holder to deliver fish and wait for the “fish ticket” to be “closed out.” This can often take 
hours resulting in the permit holder not being on the site while gear continues to fish.. If a 
fisher delivers fish, receives written acknowledgment of delivery from a buyer and 
returns to their fish site both the fisher and buyer can be subject to criminal and civil 
penalties. This system does not accommodate advances in technology or practice. Further 
it results in the department having to manage 5 to 6 times more fish tickets over the 
course of a fish opening that if only one fish ticket were used at the end of the opening. 
The fish transporter option does not fully address this problem due to the complexities of 
implementation and historical delivery methods of fishers and processors in the ESSN. 

Recommended solution:  The board should adopt regulations that allow for fishers and 
buyers to agree to a method of delivery that accommodates their respective business 
practice but also ensure ADF&G will continue to get timely and accurate harvest and 
delivery data. ASA looks forward to working with the ADF&G, DPS and the board to 
adopt a regulatory change that meets our common objective. 

Sincerely, 

Paul Dale, President 
Alaska Salmon Alliance 
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PO Box 586, Kenai, AK 99611 
Arni Thomson, Consultant; cell: 907.907.570.1959 
athomsonak@gmail.com www.aksalmonalliance.org 

Testimony of Arni Thomson, Alaska Salmon Alliance
 
to the Alaska  Board of Fisheries
 

Soldotna, Alaska
 
October 18, 2016
 

The Alaska Salmon Alliance, is an Alaska-based corporation with offices in Kenai and 
Anchorage, certified by the the IRS as a 501(c)6, not-for-profit entity in February of 
2012. ASA is part of the growing movement of individuals and organizations that support 
the culture of salmon in Alaska and advocate for research and education to improve 
science-based salmon management for the benefit of Alaskan communities and all user 
groups. 

Background on the Alaska Salmon Alliance involvement in Alaska fisheries: 
The ASA Board of Directors represent Kenai Peninsula-based seafood processors: Inlet 
Fish Producers; Icicle Seafoods; Pacific Star Seafoods; Snug Harbor Seafoods and 
Fishhawk.  In addition, ASA represents Cook Inlet drift boat permit operators and 
numerous setnet fishing families that operate primarily in Cook Inlet salmon fisheries.   
ASA processors are major buyers in Prince William Sound and they also operate in 
Bristol Bay and the Kodiak area, buying not only salmon, but halibut, black cod and 
Pacific cod.  

The McDowell  Report, The Economic Impact of the Seafood Industry in 
Southcentral Alaska: 
Although Southcentral Alaska is well-known for its world class recreational fishing, it is 
also hosts a  vibrant commercial fishing and seafood industry.   I have provided you 
today with copies of the Executive Summary, June 2015, an ASA contracted in-depth 
baseline analysis entitled, “The Economic Impact of the Seafood Industry in Southcentral 
Alaska.”  The report is based on state and federal databases.  The report, and the 
executive summary are available on  our website at www.aksalmonalliance.org. 

The McDowell report provides an overall summary of the Southcentral Seafood Industry 
and then breaks it out into baseline community economic profiles for Anchorage and the 
MatSu Borough, Kenai and Soldotna, Homer, Seward, Cordova and Valdez.     
The industry directly employed 10,840 people in Southcentral Alaska, including 7,660 
regional residents, in 2013.  Including multiplier effects, the seafood industry created an 
estimated 8,130 (FTE) jobs and $411 million in annual labor income.  Commercial 
seafood generated $1.2 billion in total economic output in Southcentral Alaska in 2013.  
This includes $685 million in first wholesale value of seafood products and $501 million 
in value added through secondary impacts.    
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A total of 5,729 commercial fishermen live in Southcentral Alaska and participate in 
fisheries throughout the State.  This is nearly a third (32 percent) of all Alaska resident 
commercial fishermen.  Its 2,168 active permit holders, each of which are a small 
business, grossed $308 million in 2013, accounting for 38 percent of all Alaska resident 
commercial income. The Anchorage/Mat-Su sector had 2,880 FTE jobs in the seafood 
industry with labor income of $148 million and surprisingly, the City of Wasilla residents 
had commercial fishing revenue of $20 million.  

The Southcentral seafood processing sector employed an estimated 4,590 workers in 
2013 and paid out $61 million in wages.  The workforce included 1,410 resident workers 
who earned $20.3 million.  The region contains 36 processing plants, including the new 
state-of-the-art Silver Bay Seafoods salmon plant that began operations in Valdez in the 
spring of 2016.    

ASA also wishes to point out the intersection of Southcentral Alaska as a major driver in 
the Washington State and Puget Sound seafood and maritime industry. This is graphically 
illustrated in a companion study the McDowell Group also completed in 2015 : “Ties that 
Bind The Enduring Economic Impact of Alaska on the Puget Sound Region.” The report 
was jointly sponsored by Washington and Alaskan-based companies operating in Alaska.   
One of the largest employers is seafood at 23,900 jobs, 21 percent of the total Alaska 
related jobs.  Alaska-related economic activity in Puget Sound falls into two categories: 
export-related and natural resource-related. The report is available on the Seattle 
Chamber of Commerce website.  
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v`WVt`][UY_YrWdWts[TuY[cr[XeY[uXcd,+[aeWsY[vY`VWXXW_w[uYdc_Zt`][TuYu[cr[XeY[uXcd,[Xc[XeY[Y)XY_X[WX[Wu[dc_uWuXY_X[aWXe[XeY[`YBTW`YVY_X[cr[XeY 
v`WVt`][TuY`[w`cTv(> 

>SXcd,u[aeWde[_c`Vtss][Vc0Y[W_[bcc,[/_sYX[Xc[uvta_W_w[t`Ytu[v`Wc`[Xc[-T_Y[=j+[uetss[UY[Vt_twYZ[v`WVt`Ws][tu[t[_c_[dcVVY`dWts 
`YucT`dY(>[ 

>SXcd,u[aeWde[_c`Vtss][Vc0Y[W_[bcc,[W_sYX[trXY`[-T_Y[=j+[uetss[UY[Vt_twYZ[v`WVt`Ws][tu[_c_[`Yd`YtXWc_ts[T_XWs[trXY`[^TwTuX[k*n[ecaY0Y` 
Y)WuXW_w[`Yd`YtXWc_ts[Xt`wYX[rWue[uetss[c_s][UY[et`0YuXYZ[W_dWZY_Xts[Xc[XeY[_c_`Yd`YtXWc_ts[TuYE> 

\][kilm[1c`XeY`_[,W_w[utsVc_[uXcd,u[etZ[WVv`c0YZ[Xc[aeY`Y[XeY[rW`uX[1cXeY`_[CW_w[StsVc_[qt_twYVY_X[pst_[atu[tZcvXYZ[d`YtXW_w[t 
Xt`wYXYZ[et`0YuX[rWueY`][Y)sTuW0Ys][rc`[XeY[uvc`X[rWueY`]([[/_[kimj[ucVY[1c`XeY`_[,W_w[utsVc_[uvc`X[rWueY`][`YwTstXWc_u[aY`Y[sWUY`tsW<YZ[Xc 
tssca[XeY[et`0YuX[cr[g[,W_w[utsVc_[vY`[Zt][c_s][c_Y[cr[aeWde[dt_[Y)dYYZ[gm[W_deYu[W_[sY_wXe+[t_Z[[tZZWXc_ts[atXY`u[aY`Y[cvY_[Xc[,W_w 
utsVc_[rWueW_w[t_Z[et`0YuX[tX[4Yue,t[7W0Y`[6Xc[XeY[rc`,u9+[^sY)t_ZY`[b`YY,+[t_Z[8t,Y[b`YY,([[SYY[\ct`Z[rW_ZW_w[lmxygx.\( 

/X[atu[_cX[T_XWs[kim*[XetX[t[sWVWXYZ[1c`XeY_[4WuX`WdX[dcVVY`dWts[uYX[_YX[rWueY`][Xt`wYXW_w[,W_w[utsVc_[atu[YuXtUsWueYZ([[[/_[\tc`Z[.W_ZW_w[m*x 
kk=x.\[XeY[Uct`Z[YuXtUsWueYZ[dsYt`[Y)vYdXtXWc_u[rc`[XeY[dcVVY`dWts[rWueY`]n[[ 

>\YdtTuY[XeY`Y[tvvYt`[Xc[UY[t0tWtsUY[deW_cc,[uT`vsTuY[rc`[et`0YuX+[WX[Wu[XeY[\ct`Z[cr[.WueY`WYu[W_XWY_XWc_[Xc[cvY_[XeY[1c`XeY`_[4WuX`WdX 
bcVVY`dWts[uYX[_YX[rWueY`]([[3eWu[Wu[dc_uWZY`YZ[Xc[UY[t[0Y`][sWVWXYZ[-T_Y[deW_cc,[rWueY`]+[[t_Z[uX`WdX[XWVY[t_Z[wYt`[sWVWXtXWc_u[et0Y[UYY_ 
WVvcuYZ( 

/X[Wu[_cX[XeY[\ct`Z[cr[.WueY`WYu[W_XY_X[Xc[dW`dTV0Y_X[XeY[2vvY`[bcc,[/_sYX[StsVc_[pst_([[3eY[Vt_twYVY_X[vst_[v`c0WZYu[v`Wc`WX][rc`[uvc`X 
rWueW_w[ZT`W_w[XeY[Vc_Xe[cr[-T_Y([[/r[XeY`Y[Wu[_c[et`0YuXtUsY[deW_cc,[vcvTstXWc_[WZY_XWrWYZ[UY]c_Z[XeY[uvc`X[rWueY`][`YBTW`YVY_Xu+[XeY[1c`XeY_ 
4WuX`WdX[dcVVY`dWts[uYX[_YX[rWueY`][aWss[UY[dscuYZ(> 

=g[]Yt`u[trXY`[XeY[Uct`Z[YuXtUsWueYZ[t[1c`XeY_[4WuX`WdX[dcVVY`dWts[deW_cc,[rWueY`][Xc[et`0YuX[deW_cc,[utsVc_[uT`vsTuuYu[6UY]c_Z[XeY 
uvc`X[rWueY`][`YBTW`YVY_Xu9[1c`XeY`_[,W_w[utsVc_[6deW_cc,9[tUT_Zt_dY[etu[ZYdsW_YZ[Xc[XeY[vcW_X[XetX[XeY[4Yvt`XVY_X[cr[.Wue[t_Z[5tVY 
etu[WuuTYZ[v`YxuYtuc_[YVY`wY_d][c`ZY`u[rc`[XeY[vtuX[y[]Yt`u[`YuX`WdXW_w[uvc`X[,W_w[utsVc_[rWueW_w[t_Z[et`0YuX[c_[tss[kl[cr[XeY[1c`XeY`_ 
,W_w[utsVc_[uXcd,u[Vc_WXc`YZ[U][YuXtUsWueYZ[YudtvYVY_X[wctsu([[[?YX+[XeY[1c`XeY`_[4WuX`dWX[dcVVY`dWts[uYX[_YX[rWueY`][dc_XW_TYu[Xc 
et`0YuX[t[w`caW_w[uet`Y[cr[aetX[sWXXsY[et`0YuXtUsY[uT`vsTu[,W_w[utsVc_[`YVtW_( 

nSiS[YUNOPQRSPTUja_QPa]QU`aTbUZ[Y\OTUo[T[b\STQUpY[T 

3c[tWZ[XeY[tXXtW_VY_X[cr[1c`XeY`_[bcc,[/_sYX[,W_w[utsVc_[YudtvYVY_X[wctsu[t_Z[Xc[UYuX[VtW_XtW_[t[sWVWXYZ[1c`XeY`_[bcc,[/_sYX[,W_w[utsVc_ 
et`0YuX[cvvc`XT_WX][W_[aeWde[t[Vt)WVTV[_TVUY`[cr[^stu,t_u[t_Z[0WuWXc`u[Vt][vt`XWdWvtXY+[XU_^iiOPQUpPOiO_[YUqrs([[3eWu[v`cvcuts[Wr 
tZcvXYZ[acTsZ[`YvYts[XeY[1c`XeY`_[4WuX`WdX[CW_w[StsVc_[qt_twVY_X[pst_+[aeWde[v`c0WZYu[t_[Yt`sWY`[[qt][h[-T_Y[Y)YVvXWc_[Xc[XeY 
uXt_Zt`Z[1c`XeY`_[4WuX`WdX[dcVVY`dWts[uYtuc_[uXt`X[ZtXY[cr[-T_Y[g*[sWuXYZ[W_[*[^^b[gk(=kj[.WueW_w[SYtuc_u([[[/X[uecTsZ[UY[_cXYZ[XetX[XeY 
uXtXYZ[vT`vcuY[cr[XeY[1c`XeY`_[4WuX`WdX[CW_w[StsVc_[qt_twYVY_X[pst_[Wu[_ca[cUucsYXYn[[[>3eY[vT`vcuY[cr[XeWu[Vt_tYVY_X[vst_[Wu[Xc 
Y_uT`Y[t_[tZYBTtXY[YudtvYVY_X[rc[,W_w[ustVc_[W_Xc[XeY[_c`XeY`_[4WuX`WX[Z`tW_twYu[t_Z[Xc[v`c0WZY[Vt_twYVY_X[wTWZYsW_Yu[Xc[XeY 
ZYvt`XVY_X([[3eY[ZYvt`XYVY_X[uetss[Vt_twY[XeY[1c`XeY_[4WuX`WdX[,W_w[utsVc_[uXcd,u[v`WVt`Ws][rc`[uvc`X[t_Z[wTWZYZ[uvc`X[TuYu[W_[c`ZY`[Xc 
v`c0WZY[uvc`X[t_Z[wTWZYZ[uvc`X[rWueY`VY_[aWXe[t[`Ytuc_tUsY[cvvc`XT_WX][Xc[et`0YuX[XeYuY[utsVc_[c0Y`[XeY[Y_XW`Y[`T_[tu[VYtuuT`YZ[U] 
XeY[r`YBTY_d][cr[W_`W0Y`[`YuX`WdXWc_u(>[[[[[3eY`Y[etu[UYY_[_c[et`0YuXtUsY[uT`vsTu[cr[,W_w[utsVc_[UY]c_Z[uvc`X[rWueY`][_YYZu[tu[W_ZWdtXYZ[U][y 
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]Yt`u[cr[ZYvt`XVY_X[wY_Y`tXYZ[YVY`wY_d][uvc`X[rWueW_w[`YuX`WdXWc_u+[t_Z[W_[Vt_][dtuYu+[uvc`X[rWueY`][qt][k[x[-Ts][k=[et`0YuX[dscuT`Yu( 
[STde[t[`YvYts[cr[XeWu[vt`XWdTst`[Vt_twYVY_X[vst_[acTsZ[tsuc[UY[W_sW_Y[aWXe[XeY[sc_wxXY`V[Vt_twYVY_X[ZW`YdXW0Y[VY_XWc_YZ[Yt`sWY`[r`cV 
\ct`Z[.W_ZW_w[llxglx.\n[[>ecaY0Y`+[Y)WuXW_w[`Yd`YtXWc_ts[Xt`wYX[rWue[uetss[c_s][UY[et`0YuXYZ[W_dWZY_Xts[Xc[XeY[_c_[`Yd`YtXWc_ts[TuYn> 

p`c0WZW_w[t_[cvvc`XT_WX][rc`[Xt`wYXYZ[dcVVY`dWts[,W_w[utsVc_[et`0YuX[aeY_[XeY`Y[atu[t_[tUT_Zt_dY[cr[,W_w[utsVc_[UY]c_Z[aetX[XeY 
uvc`X[rWueY`][dcTsZ[et`0YuX[Vt,Yu[ucVY[uY_uY([[[:eWsY[v`c0WZW_w[XetX[utVY[dcVVY`dWts[cvvc`XT_WX][tX[t[XWVY[aeY_[,W_w[utsVc_ 
YudtvYVY_X[_TVUY`[t`Y[W_ZYBTtXY[t_Z[Y_XW`Y[uvc`X[rWueY`WYu[t`Y[dscuYZ[Xc[tss[et`0YuX[ZcYu[_cX([[3eY[_TVUY`[cr[v`c0WuWc_u[ts̀ YtZ] 
W_dsTZYZ[W_[XeWu[Vt_twYVY_X[vst_[uecau[XeY[Y)X`YVY[ZWrrWdTsX][W_[tXXYVvXW_w[Xc[et0Y[vtW`YZ[`YuX`WdXWc_u[rc`[uvc`X[t_Z[dcVVY`dWts[rWueY`WYu 
tX[XWVYu[aeY_[uXcd,[tUT_Zt_dY[Wu[uc[sca([^sscaW_w[XeY[rWueY`][Xc[uXt`X[c_[XeY[uXt_Zt`Z[ZtXY[cr[-T_Y[g*[tu[sWuXYZ[W_[XeY[dcVVY`dWts 
`YwTst`Wc_[Ucc,sYX[acTsZ[uXWss[tssca[ucVY[W_dWZ_YXts[dcVVY`dWts[et`0YuX[cr[,W_w[utsVc_[W_sW_Y[aWXe[llxgl[.\( 

Ldc_cVWd[dc_X`WUTXWc_u[cr[XeY[,W_w[utsVc_[uvc`X[rWueY`][t`Y[uWw_WrWdt_X+[t_Z[XeWu[]Yt`[XeY[sYwWustXT`Y[W_d`YtuYZ[UcXe[sWdY_uY[t_Z[,W_w 
utsVc_[uXtVv[rYYu([[[qcuX[^stu,t[`YuWZY_X[t_wsY`u[vT`detuW_w[t_[t__Tts[sWdY_uY[t_Z[,W_w[utsVc_[uXtVv[t`Y[_ca[`YBTW`YZ[Xc[vt][F=i( 
[qcuX[_c_`YuWZY_X[t_wsY`u+[ecaY0Y`+[VTuX[vt][t[VW_WVTV[cr[Fyj[6c_YxZt][sWdY_uY[t_Z[c_YxZt][uXtVv9[rc`[t_[cvvc`XT_WX][Xc[rWue[rc`[,W_w 
utsVc_[W_[^stu,t([[[qc_Y][wY_Y`tXYZ[r`cV[sWdY_uY[t_Z[,W_w[utsVc_[uXtVv[utsYu[tsuc[U`W_w[tZZWXWc_ts[rYZY`ts[VtXde[Vc_Y]u[Utd,[Xc 
^stu,t([[CW_w[t_Z[dcec[utsVc_[Vt_twVY_X[t`Y[st`wYs][vtWZ[rc`[U][uvc`X[rWueW_w[Y)Y_ZWXT`Yu( 

/_[1c`XeY`_[bcc,[/_sYX[atXY`u[_Yt`s][etsr[cr[XeY[uTVVY`;u[utsVc_[uvc`X[rWueW_w[uYtuc_[Wu[rcdTuYZ[c_[,W_w[utsVc_+[tu[XeY`Y[t`Y[Y)X`YVYs] 
rYa[cXeY`[utsVc_[t0tWstUsY[W_`W0Y`[UYrc`Y[VWZx-Ts]([[\YdtTuY[cr[XeYW`[aWsW_w_Yuu[Xc[UWXY[t[0t`WYX][cr[UtWXu[t_Z[sT`Yu+[t_Z[UYdtTuY[cr[XeY`Y 
t0tWstUWsWX][W_[Vc`Y[1c`XeY`_[bcc,[/_sYX[rWueW_w[scdtXWc_u+[dcec[utsVc_[c_[VcuX[]Yt`u[v`c0WZY[Y0Y_[Vc`Y[et`0YuX[cvvc`XT_WX]( 

jS_RW[UnXtSPU`aTbUZ[Y\OTUo[T[b\STQUpY[T 

:WXe[XeY[uec`XtwY[cr[,W_w[utsVc_[`YXT`_W_w[Xc[1c`XeY`_[bcc,[/_sYX+[uvc`X[rWueW_w[uYtuc_u[et0Y[UYY_[W_d`YttuW_ws][Vt_twYZ[U][v`YuYtuc_ 
t_Z[W_uYtuc_[YVY`wY_d][c`ZY`u[XeY[vtuX[y[]Yt`u([[qt_twYVY_X[W_[XeWu[rtueWc_[etu[v`c0WZY[ucVY[uvc`X[rWueW_w[cvvc`XT_WX][Xe`cTwecTX[XeY 
uvc`X[rWueW_w[uYtuc_u+[UTX[std,u[XeY[v`YZWdXtUWsWX][cr[dc_uWuXY_X[`YwTstXcW_u([[/X[Wu[ZWrrWdTsX[rc`[wTWZYu[Xc[vst_[t_Z[uYss[rWueW_w[X`Wvu[aWXecTX 
,_casYZwY[cr[aetX[XeY[`YwTstXWc_u[aWss[UY([[.c`[Y)tVvsY[WX[Wu[ts̀ YtZ][.YU`Tt`][i+[gjkl[t_Z[_c[v`YuYtuc_[,W_w[utsVc_[rc`YdtuX[c` 
`YwTtsXWc_u[et0Y[UYY_[vTX[rc`at`Z[U][XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X([[[/_[t_[Yrrc`X[Xc[v`c0WZY[Vc`Y[`YwTstXWc_[uXtUWsWX][t_Z[WZY_XWrW][t[vcW_X[tX[aeWde[t[,W_w 
utsVc_[uYtuc_[aWss[uXt`X[aWXe[XeY[uXt_Zt`Z[`YwTstXWc_u[v`W_XYZ[W_[XeY[Ucc,[/[aecsYeYt`XYZs][uTvvc`X[XeY[dc_dYvX[crUpPOiO_[YUqur[aeWde 
acTsZ[d`YtXY[t[4Yue,t[7W0Y`[CW_w[StsVc_[qt_twYVY_X[pst_([[[^rXY`[y[]Yt`u[cr[YVY`wY_d][Vt_twYVY_X[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X[etu[UYY_ 
T_aWssW_w[Xc[uet`Y[aWXe[XeY[vTUsWd[aeY_[XeY[4Yue,t[7W0Y`[,W_w[utsVc_[rWueY`][VWweX[uXt`X[XeY[uYtuc_[aWXe[uXt_Zt`Z[W_xXeYxUcc,[`YwTstXWc_u([[ 
3eY[^4.A5[Vt_twY`[uTvvsWYZ[XeY[rtdX[XetX[Y0Y`][XWVY[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X;u[v`YuYtuc_[cTXscc,[etZ[dtssYZ[rc`[t[`YXT`_[cr[gk+jjj[c`[Vc`Y[,W_w 
utsVc_[XeY[VWVWVTV[4Yue,t[7W0Y`[,W_w[utsVc_[YudtvYVY_X[etu[UYY_[tXXtW_YZ([[3eY`Yrc`Y+[WX[uYYVu[scwWdts[XetX[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X[Vt][c_s] 
_YYZ[Xc[WuuTY[`YuX`WdXW0Y[YVY`wY_d][,W_w[utsVc_[`YwTstXWc_u[aeY_[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X;u[cTXscc,[dtssu[rc`[sYuu[Xet_[gk+jjj[rWue([[[3eY[v`cvcuYZ 
vst_[XeY_[uYXu[cTX[W_[v`YrY`Y_XWts[c`ZY`[ucVY[`YuX`WdXWc_u[XetX[Vt][UY[TuYZ([[[Gt0W_w[XeY[sWuX[cr[`YuX`WdWXc_u[W_[`YwTstXWc_[Vt,Yu[WX[vcuuWUsY 
rc`[t[VYVUY`[cr[XeY[vTUsWd[Xc[Vt,Y[t[`YwTstXWc_[v`cvcuts[Wr[XeY][acTsZ[sW,Y[Xc[uYY[t[det_wY[xx[cXeY`aWuY+[WX[Wu[ZWrrWdTsX[rc`[XeY[vTUsWd[Xc[Vt,Y 
uTde[t[v`cvcuts[tZZ`YuuW_w[t_[YVY`wY_d][`YuX`WdWc_[XetX[Vt][_c[sc_wY`[UY[W_[YrrYdX([[.W_tss][XeWu[vst_[`Ydcw_W<Yu[XeY[sWVWXYZ[_TVUY`[cr 
vcXY_XWtss][wccZ[et`0YuX[Zt]u[c_[XeY[4Yue,t[7W0Y`([[CW_w[utsVc_[dtXdeW_w[cvvc`XT_WXWYu[t`Y[crXY_[UYXXY`[Yt`sWY`[W_[XeY[uYtuc_+[UYdtTuY[XeY 
4Yue,t[Wu[t[uVtss[usca[Vc0W_w[`W0Y`[XetX[Z`cvu[t_Z[at`Vu[Xc[XeY[vcW_X[XetX[,W_w[utsVc_[UYdcVY[sYXet`wWd[t_Z[crXY_[Zc_;X[UWXY[[aYss[stXY`[W_ 
XeY[uYtuc_([[[.c`[XetX[`Ytuc_[XeY[v`cvcuts[Vt,Yu[dsYt`[XetX[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X[Vt][`YXT`_[XeY[rWueY`][XeY[rcsscaW_w[Zt][xx[Wr[tZYBTtXY[_TVUY`u 
cr[rWue[et0Y[vtuuYZ[XeY[aYW`([[[3eY`Y[acTsZ[_YYZ[Xc[UY[_c[=xZt][atWXW_w[vY`WcZ[cr[scuX[et`0YuX[cvvc`XT_WX][UYrc`Y[XeY[YVY`wY_d][c`ZY` 
UYdtVY[YrrYdXW0Y([[[[[[3eY[ZYvt`XVY_X;u[0twTY[cvvcuXWc_[Xc[XeWu[v`cvcuts+[t_Z[T_aWssW_w_Yuu[Xc[uvYdWr][t_[tvv`cv`WtXY[XWVY[Xc[uXt`X 
t[uYtuc_[aWXe[uXt_Zt`Z[W_xXeYxUcc,[`YwTstXWc_u[c_s][rT`XeY`[YVveuW<Yu[XeY[uvc`X[rWueW_w[vTUsWd;u[_YYZ[rc`[uTde[t[`YwTstXWc_([[1cXeW_w[W_[XeWu 
v`cvcuts[acTsZ[`YuX`WdX[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X[r`cV[Vt,W_w[YVY`wY_d][det_wYu+[UTX[WX[acTsZ[UYXXY`[ZYrW_Y[XeY[vTUsWd;u[t_Z 
ZYvt`XVY_X;u[Y)vYdXtXWc_u[cr[eca[c_Y[cr[XeY[VcuX[eYt0Ws][vt`XWdvtXYZ[,W_w[rWueW_w[W_[XeY[1c`XeY_[bcc,[/_sYX[acTsZ[UY[Vt_twYZ([[[/r[t_] 
ZYrWdWY_XdWYu[aY`Y[rcT_Z[XeY[vst_[dcTsZ[tsat]u[UY[TvZtXYZ[W_[XeY[rTXT`Y([[[[/r[XeY[ZYvt`XVY_X[etu[_c[uvYdWrWd[uTwwYuXWc_u[cr[eca[Xc[Vt,Y 
XeY[vst_[UYXXY`+[/[acTsZ[Y_dcT`twY[XeY[Uct`Z[Xc[vTX[sc_w[YuXtUsWueYZ[Vt_twVY_X[v`tdXWdYu[6y[uX`tWweX[]Yt`u[cr[v`YuYtuc_[YVY`wY_d] 
c`ZY`u9[W_Xc[`YwTstXWc_([[[SYY[\ct`Z[rW_ZW_w[iixxkikxx.\[aeWde[ZYtsu[aWXe[t[ZWrrY`Y_X[vst_+[UTX[XeY[utVY[WuuTY+[r`cV[vtwY[=n[[>3eY[2vvY` 
bcc,[/_sYX[qtVtwYVY_X[pst_[au[rW`uX[tZcvXYZ[W_[kilm([[/X;u[v`YZYdYuuc`[atu[dc_XtW_YZ[W_[t[Vt_twYVY_X[vcsWd]+[UTX[XeWu[v`tdXWdY[rtWsYZ[Xc 
VYYX[XeY[`YBTW`YVY_X[XetX[sc_w[YuXUtsWueYZ[Vt_twVY_X[v`tdXWdYu[uecTsZ[UY[tZcvXYZ[tu[`YwsTXtWc_u(>[ 

Z^_aQT[UnatSPU`aTbUZ[Y\OTUo[T[bS\STQUpY[T 

/[uTUVWXXYZ[t_Z[dc_XW_TY[Xc[uTvvc`X[XeY[dc_dYvX[cr[p`cvcuts[g=k+[aeWde[acTsZ[d`YtXY[t[STuWX_t[7W0Y`[CW_w[StsVc_[qt_twYVY_X[pst_[rc` 
2_WXu[g+[=+[*+[t_Z[o([[[3eYuY[t`Y[XeY[Vt_twYVY_X[T_WXu[XetX[et0Y[UYY_[Y_XW`Ys][dscuYZ[Xc[tss[uvc`X[,W_w[utsVc_[et`0YuX[rc`[XeY[vtuX[y 
uYtuc_u([[:WXe[<Y`c[sYwts[uvc`X[,W_w[utsVc_[et`0YuX[rc`[y[]Yt`u[t_Z[^4.A5;u[td,_casYZwYVY_X[cr[<Y`c[t_XWdWvtXYZ[sYwts[,W_w[utsVc_ 
et`0YuX[rc`[gjkl[tss[uX`YtVu[aWXe[YuXtUsWueYZ[,W_w[utsVc_[YudtvYVY_X[wctsu[W_[XeYuY[T_WXu[uecTsZ[BTtsWr][rc`[]WYsZ[uXcd,[cr[dc_dY`_([[/r 
ZYuWw_tXYZ[tu[uTde+[tdXWc_u[vst_u[acTsZ[UY[`YBTW`YZ[Xc[UY[a`WXXY_([[:e][_cX[a`WXY[t[Vt_twYVY_X[vst_+[aeWde[W_rc`Vu[XeY[vTUsWd[cr[aetX[Xc 
Y)vYdX[r`cV[XeYuY[rWueY`WYu+[`tXeY`[Xet_[uWVvs][eWZW_w[t_[tdXWc_[vst_[W_[t[vstdY[aeY`Y[XeY[vTUsWd[aWss[et`Zs][Y0Y`[uYY[WXH[[[bc_uWZY`W_w[XeY 
Y)X`YVYs][sca[UWcscwWdts[wtW_[r`cV[uXt`XW_w[YVY`wY_d][,W_w[utsVc_[`YuX`WXWc_u[W_[XeYuY[T_WXu[qt][k+[/[UYsWY0Y[UY_YrWX[r`cV[XeY[sWVWXYZ[,W_w 
utsVc_[`YucT`dY[dcTsZ[UY[UYXXY`[Vt)WVW<YZ[U][tsscaW_w[uXt_Zt`Z[,W_w[utsVc_[`YwTstXWc_u[Xe`cTwe[tX[sYtuX[qt][=k+[tX[Y)X`YVYs][sca 
UWcscwWdts[dcuX([[^X[c_Y[XWVY[^4.A5[uXt`XYZ[YVY`wY_d][,W_w[utsVc_[`YwTstXWc_u[W_[XeYuY[T_WXu[c_[qt][k*[xx[UTX[XeY_[uaWXdeYZ[Xc[XeY[Vc`Y 
`YuX`WdXW0Y[YVY`wY_d][`YwTstXWc_[[ZtXY[cr[qt][k([[:eY_[/[tu,YZ[ae][XeY[ZtXY[atu[det_wYZ+[XeY[t_uaY`[/[`YdWY0YZ[atu[XetX[WX[UYXXY`[tsWw_YZ 
aWXe[t[,W_w[utsVc_[`YwTstXWc_[c_[XeY[CY_tW[7W0Y`([[/r[WX[Wu[Uct`Z[W_XY_X[Xc[Vt)WVW<Y[UY_YrWX[r`cV[XeY[`YucT`dY+[XeY_[XeY`Y[tUucsTXYs][_YYZu[Xc 
UY[t[UYXXY`[uXt_Zt`Z[rc`[uYssYdXW_w[`YuX`WdXWc_[uXt`XW_w[ZtXYu[Xet_[wcW_w[aWXe[t[`t_ZcV[ZtXY[6rc`[dc_rc`VWX]9[r`cV[_cX[c_s][cTX[cr[XeY 
Vt_twYVY_X[T_WX[xx[UTX[W_[XeWu[dtuY[xx[Y_XW`Ys][cTX[cr[XeY[Vt_twVY_YX[t`Yt([[/;0Y[`YBTYuXYZ[et`0YuX[t_Z[dtXde[ZtXt[r`cV[^4.A5[6Xc[UY 
uTUVWXXYZ[stXY`9[aeWde[/[UYsWY0Y[uecTsZ[ueca[tsscaW_w[uXt_Zt`Z[`YwTstXWc_u[UYrc`Y[-T_Y[k[acTsZ[dtTuY[_c[sc_w[XY`V[UWcscwWdts[et`V([[^u[W_ 
XeY[v`Y0WcTu[v`cvcuts+[t_Z[tu[`Ydcw_W<YZ[U][iixkikx.\+[XeY`Y[[Wu[t[`YBTW`YVY_X[XetX[sc_w[YuXtUsWueYZ[Vt_twYVY_X[v`tdXWdYu[uecTsZ[UY 
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Zca_uX`YtV[cr[XeY[aYW`[h[tss[XeY[at][Xc[dtVvuWXY[Il([[:eWsY[XeY[Y)vt_ZYZ[ut_dTt`][t`Yt[tss[XeY[at][Xc[dtVvuWXY[Il[dscuYu[crr[ucVY 
tZZWXWc_ts[atXY`[Xc[rWueW_w[xx[WX[tsuc[d`YtXYu[VWsYu[cr[UYXXY`[rWueW_w[tUc0Y`[XeY[aYW`[aeY_[XeY[utsVc_[VWw`tXY[ucc_Y`([[3eY[Y)vt_ZYZ 
ut_dXTt`][t`Yt[etu[UYY_[TuYZ[VTsXWvsY[]Yt`u[W_[XeY[vtuX[t_Z[W_[V][VW_Z[Wu[t[UYXXY`[ucsTXWc_([[[3eY[v`cUsYV[Wu[XetX[TvuX`YtV[[VWw`tXWc_[cr 
,W_w[utsVc_[Wu[`YXt`ZYZ[U][XeY[aYW`([[qc`Y[Xet_[t_][cXeY`[uvYdWYu+[,W_w[utsVc_[uYYVu[Xc[uXtwY[UYsca[XeY[aYW`+[ZYst]W_w[XeYW`[TvuX`YtV 
VWw`tXWc_[U][uY0Y`ts[Zt]u[c`[Y0Y_[aYY,u([[/[UYsWY0Y[XeWu[ZYst]YZ[VWw`tXWc_[Wu[vt`XWtss][dtTuYZ[U][UctXW_w[t_Z[rWueW_w[tdXW0WX][W_[XeY[t`Yt 
ZW`YdXs][UYsca[XeY[v`cvcuYZ[ut_dXTt`]+[t_Z[XeY_[UctXW_w[X`trrWd[Xe`cTwe[XeY[ut_dXTt`][t`Yt[Tv[Xc[XeY[aYW`([[/X[Wu[t[dcVVc_[v`tdXWdY[rc` 
t_wsY`u[Xc[UctX[Tv[Xc[XeY[aYW`[t_Z[tu,[eca[Vt_][utsVc_[et0Y[vtuuYZ[`YdY_Xs]([[/r[_c[c`[rYa[utsVc_[et0Y[vtuuYZ+[Vt_][UctX[sctZu[cr 
t_wsY`u[dcVY[Utd,[Zca_uX`YtV[Xe`cTwe[XeY[ut_dXTt`]([[3eY[Zca_uX`YtV[UctX[X`trrWd[dt_[XeY_[eY`Z[utsVc_[cTX[cr[XeY[ut_dXTt`][t_Z[Utd, 
W_Xc[[atXY`[cvY_[Xc[rWueW_w+[aeY`Y[Vc`Y[rWue[wYX[dtTweX[c`[et`0YuXYZ([[qt_][t_wsY`u[et0Y[sYt`_YZ[XetX[c_Y[cr[XeY[dc_uWuXY_Xs][UYuX 
dc_dY_X`tXWc_u[cr[,W_w[utsVc_[W_[XeY[`W0Y`[cddT`u[W_[c`[ZW`YdsX][UYsca[XeY[ut_dXTt`][t`Yt([L0Y_[Wr[XeYuY[rWue[t`Y[_cX[dtTweX[XeY][wYX[dc_XW_Tts 
et`tuuVY_X[XetX[rT`XeY`[ZYst]u[vtuutwY[Xe`cTwe[XeY[aYW`([[[:eY_[XeY[`W0Y`[Wu[T_ZY`[YVY`wY_d][`YuX`WdXWc_u[`YXt`ZYZ[rWue[vtuutwY[Xe`cTwe 
XeY[aYW`[Vt)WVW<Yu[XeY[_TVUY`[cr[`YuX`WdXYZ[t_Z[dscuYZ[Xc[et`0YuX[Zt]u([[3eWu[cr[dcT`uY[VW_WVW<Y[TuY[cr[XeY[`YucT`dY+[t_Z[XeY`Yrc`Y 
VW_WVW<Yu[UY_YrWX([[\YdtTuY[cr[vcc`[`YXT`_u[cr[UcXe[,W_w[t_Z[dcec[utsVc_[t_Z[Vt_][Zt]u[cr[`YuX`WdXYZ[c`[dscuYZ[Xc[et`0YuX[rWueW_w[c_[XeY 
`W0Y`[TuY[etu[Z`cvvYZ[tddc`ZW_ws]([[[:WXe[XeWu[Z`cv[W_[TuY[^4.A5[Wu[v`cvcuW_w[W_d`YuYZ[TuY`[rYYu[Xc[dc0Y`[dcuXu[tuucdWtXYZ[aWXe[XeY[8WXXsY 
STuWX_t[pTUsWd[2uY[.tdWsX][btVvw`cTc_Z[t_Z[\ctX[stT_de([[/r[_cXeW_w[Wu[Zc_Y[Xc[tssY0WtXY[XeY[_TVUY`[cr[`YuX`WdXYZ[`YwTstXWc_[c`[dscuYZ[Xc 
et`0YuX[rWueW_w[Zt]u+[W_d`YtuY[TuY`[rYYu[aWss[c_s][sW,Ys][rT`XeY`[Z`W0Y[Zca_[TuY([[/X[uecTsZ[UY[_cXYZ[XetX[8WXXsY[STuWX_t[7W0Y`[etu[UYY_[c_Y[cr 
XeY[VcuX[vcvTst`[UctXW_w[ZYuXW_tXWc_u[rc`[,W_w[utsVc_[t_Z[uWs0Y`[utsVc_[t_wsY`u[W_[XeY[Y_XW`Y[1c`XeY`_[qt_twYVY_X[^`Yt( 

VYO_SkUw[QSP_UffUxaQRaTUOTSU\aYSUOeUvaQQYSUZ^_aQT[UnatSPU]OTeY^ST]SUxaQRU`TaWUgP\ 

/[uTvvc`X[pPOiO_[YUqyz[aeWde[acTsZ[dscuY[atXY`u[aWXeW_[c_Y[uXtXTXY[VWsY[cr[8WXsXY[STuWX_t[7W0Y`[Xc[dcVVY`dWts[rWueW_w[dc_uWuXY_X[aWXe 
dscuYZ[atXY`u[t`cT_Z[Vt_][cXeY`[2vvY`[bcc,[/_sYX[uX`YtV[dc_rsTY_dYu([[[3eY[rT_ZtVY_Xts[BTYuXWc_[Wu[aeYXeY`[8WXXsY[STuWX_t[7W0Y`[utsVc_ 
uXcd,u[uecTsZ[et0Y[YBTts[v`cXYdXWc_[aWXe[VcuX[cXeY`[2vvY`[bcc,[/_sYX[utsVc_[uXcd,u[aeY_[uXtwW_w[W_[XeY[uX`YtV[VcTXe[dc_rsTY_dY[t`YtH[[ 
/r[YBTWXtUsY[dcVVY`dWts[Y)vscWXtXWc_[Xc[VcuX[cXeY`[utsVc_[uXcd,u[Wu[`Ytuc_tUsY+[XeY_[p`cvcuts[gko[Wu[XeY[UYuX[c_Y[cr[XeWu[w`cTv[Xc[uTvvc`X([ 

Z^iiOPQaTbUVOT_a_QSTQUNOPQRSPTUZ[Y\OTUh_][iS\STQU{O[Y_Uff 

/[Y_dcT`twY[Uct`Z[VYVUY`[Xc[`Y0WYa[1cXeY`_[ucd,Y]Y[utsVc_[t_Z[dcec[utsVc_[YudtvYVY_Xu[UcXe[UYrc`Y[t_Z[trXY`[XeY[4Yvt`XVY_X[stuX 
ZYd`YtuYZ[XeY[STuWX_t[7W0Y`[ucd,Y]Y[utsVc_[YudtvYVY_X[wctsu[W_[gjji([[/[acTsZ[Y_dcT`twY[]cT[Xc[tsuc[`Y0WYa[1c`XeY`_[utsVc_[et`0YuXu 
ZT`W_w[XetX[utVY[vY`WcZ([[/[tV[dc_rWZY_X[]cT[aWss[dcVY[Xc[XeY[utVY[dc_dsTuWc_u[/[et0Y[xx[[scaY`W_w[XeY[STuXW_t[ucd,Y]Y[wcts[c_s][sYZ[Xc 
scaY`[utsVc_[et`0YuXu[U][1c`XeY`_[TuY`u[t_Z[scaY`[YudtvYVY_Xu[cr[UcXe[1c`XeY`_[bcec[uXcd,u[t_Z[STuWX_t[Scd,Y]Y[uXcd,u([[.c`XT_tXYs] 
tX[XeY[gjky[\ct`Z[cr[.WueY`WYu[VYYXW_w[tdXWc_[atu[Xt,Y[Xc[uXt`X[det_wW_w[ucVY[cr[XecuY[X`Y_Zu([[[[3etX[utVY[VWuXt,Y[6scaY`W_w 
wctsu9[uecTsZ[_cX[UY[VtZY[t[uYdc_Z[XWVY([[3eY`Yrc`Y[xx[Wr[_YYZYZ[xx[/[`YBTYuX[XeY[\ct`Z[tZcvX[cvXWVTV[YudtvYVY_X[wctsu[XetX[acTsZ+[tX 
sYtuX+[[VtW_XtW_[1c`XeY`_[SXcd,u[tX[XeYW`[dT``Y_X[Vt_twYVY_X[cUDYXW0Y[sY0Ysu( 

/[tvv`YdtWXY[]cT`[`YtZW_w[ucVY[cr[XecTweXu+[UTX[aWss[et0Y[Xc[uWw_[crr[UYrc`Y[Y)v`YuuW_w[XecTweXu[c_[tss[XeY[v`cvcutsu[t_Z[dc_dYvXu[XetX 
W_XY`YuX[VY[xx[c`[Y0Y_[DTuX[tss[cr[XeY[c_Yu[/[uTvvc`X( 

3et_,[]cT[rc`[]cT`[Yrrc`Xu[Xc[WVv`c0Y[2vvY`[bcc,[/_sYX[utsVc_[Vt_twYVY_X[W_[Vt__Y`[XetX[tsscau[XeY[Vt)WVTV[_TVUY`[cr[TuY`u[t 
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From: Andy Couch 
To: Haight, Glenn E (DFG) 
Subject: Comment to Upper Cook Inlet BOF-- Agenda Change Request -- Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan 
Date: Friday, August 19, 2016 3:05:58 PM 
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AGENDA CHANGE REQUEST FORM 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 

The Board of Fisheries (board) will accept requests to change its schedule under certain
 guidelines set forth in 5 AAC 39.999. The board will accept these agenda change requests
 (ACRs) only: 

1) for a fishery conservation purpose or reason; or 

2) to correct an error in regulation; or 

3) to correct an effect on a fishery that was unforeseen when a regulation was adopted. 

The board will not accept an ACR that is predominantly allocative in nature in the absence of
 new compelling information, as determined by the board [5 AAC 39.999 (a) (2)]. 

Please answer all questions to the best of your ability. 

1)CITE THE REGULATION THAT WILL BE CHANGED IF THIS ACR IS HEARD. If
 possible, enter the series of letters and numbers that identify the regulation to be changed. If it
 will be a new section, enter “5 AAC NEW”. 

Alaska Administrative Code Number 5 AAC: 21.353 Central District Drift Gillnet
 Fishery Management Plan 
2)WHAT IS THE PROBLEM YOU WOULD LIKE THE BOARD TO ADDRESS? STATE
 IN 

DETAIL THE NATURE OF THE CURRENT PROBLEM. Address only one issue. State the 

problem clearly and concisely. The board will reject multiple or confusing issues. 

Although the purpose of the plan is clearly identified (a) The purpose of this management plan is to
 ensure adequate escapement of salmon into the Northern District drainages and to provide
 management guidelines to the department. The department shall manage the commercial drift
 gillnet fishery to minimize the harvest of Northern District and Kenai River coho salmon in order
 provide sport and guided sport fishermen a reasonable opportunity to harvest these salmon stocks
 over the entire run, as measured by the frequency of inriver restrictions. 

Section (e) states: From August 1 through August 15, there are no mandatory area restrictions to
 regular fishing periods, except that if the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery is closed under 5 AAC
 21.310(b)(2)(iii), or if the department determines that less than one percent of the season’s total
 drift gillnet sockeye salmon harvest has been taken per fishing period for two consecutive fishing
 periods in the drift gillnet fishery, regular fishing periods will be restricted to Drift Gillnet Areas 3
 and 4. In this subsection “fishing period” means a time period open to commercial fishing as
 measured by a 24 hour cedar day form 12:01 a.m. until 11:59 p.m. 

mailto:fishing@fish4salmon.com
mailto:glenn.haight@alaska.gov
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The problem is: The Commercial Fish Division developed a totally different definition of two
 consecutive fishing periods. In both 2015 and 2016 the department did not count all drift periods as
 part of the two consecutive fishing periods. In particular during the 2016 fishing period — the drift
 fleet caught less than 1% of its season sockeye total on August 4, August 6, August 7, and August
 8. This was a full 4 periods rather than 2 periods as called for in the management plan. 
3)WHAT SOLUTION DO YOU PREFER? Or, if the board adopted your solution, what
 would the 

new or amended regulation say? 

I request the Board please clarify under section (e) of the management plan that two consecutive fishing periods,
 infant, does include all fishing periods — even restricted area periods. 
4)STATEINDETAILHOWTHISACRMEETSTHECRITERIASTATEDABOVE.
 Ifoneormore of the three criteria set forth above is not applicable, state that it is not. 
a) for a fishery conservation purpose or reason: 

As stated in the preamble to the management plan the purpose of the plan, “is to ensure adequate
 escapement of salmon into the Northern District drainages . . . .” When the department allowed
 additional drift fishing beyond what the plan specified in 2015 there was a shortage of coho salmon
 escapement to the Jim Creek drainage and the sport season had to be closed by emergency order in
 a successful effort to meet the minimum escapement level. When the department allowed excessive
 drift gillnet fishing beyond specifications of the plan during the 2016 season the sport fish division
 had to close bait fishing for salmon in the Little Susitna River drainage starting on the scheduled
 starting date of August 6. As of August 19, 2016 it remains uncertain if the Little Susitna River
 coho salmon goal will be attained during the 2016 season. Also in 2016 the department once again
 had to close the Jim Creek sport salmon fishery (for all salmon species) this time starting on August
 20 in an effort to meet minimum coho salmon spawning escapement goal needs. In addition during
 2016 the department closed by emergency order a portion of the Northern District set net fishery in
 an effort to meet minimum Little Susitna River coho salmon escapement after the extra drift fishing
 opportunities. 
b) to correct an error in regulation: 

The plan needs to be clarified further to protect Northern District salmon escapements and
 reasonable fishing opportunity of Northern Cook inlet user groups. 
c) to correct an effect on a fishery that was unforeseen when a regulation was adopted: 

No one could foreseen that this plan would be interpreted by the department in such a manner as to
 increase drift fishery exploration of Northern bound coho stocks during the month of August —
 thereby increasing the likelihood of failing to attain escapement goal minimum levels. 
5)WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF THIS PROBLEM IS NOT SOLVED PRIOR TO THE
 REGULAR 

CYCLE? 

Although this is an agenda change request —by taking it up at this time, the Board will have the
 opportunity to consider it at the regular February 2017 Upper Cook Inlet meeting. If not taken up,
 and if other Board actions are not taken, the management plan may continued to be interpreted in
 such a manner as to go against the stated purpose of the plan for another 3 years before it may once
 again be addressed. 
6)STATE WHY YOUR ACR IS NOT PREDOMINANTLY ALLOCATIVE. 

The management plan already allocates this fishery. Clarifying intent or stipulations of the 
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 plan gives the department better direction as how to achieve objectives identified in the plan. 
7) IF THIS REQUEST IS ALLOCATIVE, STATE THE NEW INFORMATION THAT
 COMPELS 

THE BOARD TO CONSIDER AN ALLOCATIVE PROPOSAL OUTSIDE OF THE
 REGULAR 

CYCLE. 

See all information written above.
 
8)STATE YOUR INVOLVEMENT IN THE FISHERY THAT IS THE SUBJECT OF THIS

 ACR (e.g.,
 

commercial fisherman, subsistence user, sport angler, etc.)
 

I am a Northern Cook Inlet sport fishing guide and sport fisherman.
 
9)STATE WHETHER THIS ACR HAS BEEN CONSIDERED BEFORE, EITHER AS A

 PROPOSAL 

OR AS AN ACR, AND IF SO, DURING WHICH BOARD OF FISHERIES MEETING. 

I know of no other ACR addressing this issue. The management plan was adopted by the board at
 the 2014 Upper Cook Inlet Board of Fisheries Meeting. 

Submitted by: 
NAME Andrew Couch 

Individual or Group 

PO Box 155 

Address 

907-746-2199 

Home Phone 

Palmer, AK 
City, State 

907-746-2199 

Work Phone 

99645 
Zip 

fishing@fish4salmon.com 

Email 

SIGNATURE: Andrew N. Couch DATE: 8-19-2016 
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lmVW`]n[nTo[snVVT ŴX]n[rWpWXnop[m^Z[XtY[mVm{W^s[oWrYo[Ysnp]pXYVpn[XtmX[YzWpX[W [̂XtY[kmXm^TpmmpSTpWX^m[qm`̀ Y]j[[[o[lWoV`][UY ẀYrY[_`mpmm^pn 
oWstXlT`̀ ][ZYpYorY[Xn[pYY[m[^Yu[Vm^msYVY X̂[mvvonmstn[uWXt[^Yu[oYsT`mXWn^p[pYX[W [̂v`msYn[XtmX[_VXUNMEJ`IaN`S J̀ZELEbNPJbXVJIQQ 
cQIFHILFj[[xYu[oYsT`mXWn^p[^YYZ[Xn[UY[pYX[Xn[Y^pToY[XtY[`n^s[XYoV[pTpXmW^mUW ẀX][m^Z[vYovYXTWX][nl[XtY[voYsWnTp[pm`Vn [̂oYXTo^p[Xn[XtY 

xnoXtYo [̂yWpXoWsXj[[ 

o[pTvvnoX[XtY[ln`̀ nuW^s[vonvnpm`pj 

defgJdehgJdeigJdejkJJJ[op[WX[mvvonvoWmXY[Xn[tmrY[m[pYX[^YX[lWptYo][lno[UnXt[|W^s[m^Z[}ntn[Sm`Vn [̂mX[XtY[VnTXt[nl[XtY[~WXX`Y[STpWX^m[qWrYon 
[sWrY [̂XtY[tWst`][oYpXoWsXWrY[|W^s[pm`Vn [̂pvnoX[lWptYo][m^Z[lmW`YZ[}ntn[YpsmvYVY X̂p/[[wtY[vTU Ẁs[Wp[stnnpW^s[^nX[Xn[vmoXWsWvmXY[W [̂XtY[~WXX`Y 
STpWX^m[pvnoX[lWptYo]n[ZTY[Xn[XtY[pWs ŴlWsm X̂`][oYZTsYZ[oYmpn^mU`Y[nvvnoXT ŴX][Xn[smXst[m^Z[tmorYpX[|W^s[m^Z[}ntn[Sm`Vn ĵ[_`mpmm[SXmXY 
jmomp[tmp[vonvnpYZ[m [̂W^soYmpY[W [̂TpYo[lYYp[mX[XtY[~WXX`Y[STpWX^m[jTU Ẁs[0pY[rmsW ẀX]n[Xn[snVvY^pmXY[lno[`msm[nl[vmoXWsWvmXWn ĵ[[1WpXnoWsm`̀ ] 
XtY[~WXX`Y[STpWX^m[qWrYo[tmp[UYY [̂n^Y[nl[XtY[VnpX[WVvnoXm X̂[pvnoX[lWptYoWYp[W [̂XtY[STpWX^m[qm`̀ Y]j[[lWXtnTX[pXon^sYo[}ntn[oYXTo^p[W [̂befi 
m^Z[befkp[~WXX`Y[ST[}ntn[unT`Z[VnpX[ ẀmY`][UY[m[pXnsm[nl[sn^sYo ĵ[[wtY[|W^s[Sm`Vn [̂pvnoX[lWptYo][moYm[tmp[UYY [̂oYpXoWsXYZp[2VmomYo 
VnrYZ[Znu [̂lonV[noWsW^m`[uYWo[VmomYo[mX[Xnv[nl[ô ZWm [̂tn`Y3[Xn[vonXYsX[pXmsW^s[|W^spj[[_ZZWXWn^m`̀ ][XtY[|W^s[pm`Vn [̂pvnoX[lWptYo][tmp[UYY^ 
oYpXoWsXYZ[Xn[smXst[m^Z[oY`YmpY[i[Zm]p[m[uYYm[W [̂befk[m^Z[4[Zm]p[m[uYYm[W [̂befvj[[_`pn[pW^s`Y[tnnmp[m^Z[pYmpn^m`[ ẀVWXp[tmrY[UYY^ 
WVv`YVY X̂YZ[T^ZYo[wVYosY^s][aoZYo[qYpXoWsXWn^pj[[[wtY[~WXX`Y[STpWX^m[qWrYo[}ntn[m^Z[|W^s[Sm`Vn [̂lWptYoWYp[moY[sTooY X̂`][tWst`] 
T^voYZWsXmU`Y[lWptYoWYpj 

deekJJ5Yon[tmorYpX[nvvnoXT ŴX][nl[}tW^nnm[Sm`Vn [̂tmp[YzWpXYZ[W [̂T ŴXp[bn[4n[k[6[vn[pW^sY[befbn[m^Z[tmp[UYY [̂tWst`][oYpXoWsXYZ[T^ZYo 
wVYosY^s][aoZYo[pW^sY[beedj[[wtY[mosTVY X̂[XtmX[XtY[xnoXtYo [̂yWpXoWsX[}nVVYosWm`[l`YYX7p[WVvmsX[Wp[W^pWs ŴlWsm X̂n[Wp[oY^ZYoYZ[TpY`Yppn 
sn^pWZYoW^s[^n[tmorYpX[nvvnoXT ŴX][YzWpXp[W [̂nrYo[tm`l[nl[XtY[STpWX^m[qm`̀ Y]7p[VnpX[vnvT`mo[}tW^nnm[pvnoX[lWptYoWYpj[[ltW`Y[o[mV[^nX 
nvvnppYZ[Xn[smXst[m^Z[oY`YmpY8[Xn[mssYvX[WX[mp[XtY[^Yu[^noV[ZTY[Xn[`nuYo[oYXTo^p[utW`Y[mX[XtY[pmVY[XWVY[m[b^Z[W [̂ Ẁ^Y[voWnoWX][TpYo[sonTv[Wp 
m`̀ nuYZ[Xn[tmorYpX[|W^spn[o[lW^Z[tWst`][T^^mssYvXmU`Yj[[o[mV[^nX[nvvnppYZ[Xn[snVVYosWm`[tmorYpXn[UTX[Wl[|W^s[oYXTo^p[moY[Xnn[uYmm[Xn[m`̀ nu 
tmorYpXpp[sn^pYormXWn [̂VYmpToYp[W [̂XtY[snVVYosWm`[lWptYo][moY[^YssYppmo]j[oX[Wp[T^^mssYvXmU`Y[XtmX[W [̂XtY[STpWX^m[qm`̀ Y]n[XtY[lmKn 
nvvnoXT ŴX][Xn[tmorYpX[onmZ[mssYppWU`Y[uW`Z[|W^s[Sm`Vn [̂Wp[mX[XtY[~WXX`Y[STpWX^m[qWrYo[m^Z[n `̂][n [̂pnVY[Zm]pj[[_ssnoZW^s[Xn[XtY 
yYvmoXVY X̂n[oYXTo^p[moY[pn[uYmmn[tmorYpX[nl[tmXstYo][omWpYZ[|W^sp[Wp[vontWUWXYZ[W [̂0 ŴX[bn[utW`Y[mX[XtY[pmVY[XWVY[|W^sp[moY[UYW^s 
tmorYpXYZ[W [̂XtY[xnoXtYo [̂ZWpXoWsX[snVVYosWm`[lWptYo]j[[ 

JYQEIFEJVEbEVJPXJPGEJbXQQXoNLOJ`E`XVILMS J̀EFPIZQNFGEMJIPJPGEJWXIVMJXbJ]NFGEVNEFJNLJepqir 

ABCDECFGHCIJFHKFLMDNOIMODFPHBMQRFSOTCIJMUTFVHHEFWUBOXFYHIXNOIUFZMDXIMQXF[\UOFVNMUHHEFLMDNOIRFGOQC\DOFXNOIOFC]]OCIFXHF^OFC_CMBC^BO 
QNMUHHEFD\I]B\DODFKHIFNCI_ODX`FMXFMDFXNOFGHCIJFHKFLMDNOIMODFMUXOUXMHUFXHFH]OUFXNOFVHHEFWUBOXFYHIXNOIUFZMDXIMQXFQHaaOIQMCBFDOXFUOXFKMDNOIRFb 
cNMDFMDFQHUDMJOIOJFXHF^OFCF_OIRFBMaMXOJF[\UOFQNMUHHEFKMDNOIR`FCUJFDXIMQXFXMaOFCUJFTOCIFBMaMXCXMHUDFNC_OF^OOUFMa]HDOJFbFWXFMDFUHXFXNO 
GHCIJdDFMUXOUXMHUFXHFQMIQ\a_OUXFXNOFe]]OIFVHHEFWUBOXFfCBaHUFPBCUFbFcNCXFaCUCTOaOUXF]BCUF]IH_MJODF]IMHIMXRFXHFD]HIXFKMDNMUTFJ\IMUTFXNO 
aHUXNFHKF[\UOFbFWKFXNOIOFMDFUHFNCI_ODXC^BOFQNMUHHEF]H]\BCXMHUFMJOUXMKMOJF^ORHUJFXNOFD]HIXFKMDNOIRFIOg\MIOaOUXD`FXNOFYHIXNOIUFZMDXIMQX 
QHaaOIQMCBFDOXFUOXFKMDNOIRFhMBBF^OFQBHDOJFbFijk../kLGFSHUF[HBMUFVNCMIaCUFABCDECFGHCIJFHKFLMDNOIMODFZCXOF 

dfskJJ_[pvYsWlWs[Vm^msYVY X̂[v`m [̂Wp[^YsYppmo][lno[XtY[yYptmm[qWrYo[|W^s[Sm`Vn [̂pvnoXlWptYo]j[wtY[yYptmm[qWrYo[|W^s[Sm`Vn [̂lWptYo][Wp 
XtY[voYVWYo[}tW^nnm[UnmX[mssYppWU`Y[pvnoX[lWptYo][W [̂XtY[STpWX^m[ZomW^msYj[[[wtY[yYptmm[qWrYo[|W^s[Sm`Vn [̂lWptYo]n[tmp[UYY [̂voWVmoW`] 
Vm^msYZ[T^ZYo[wVYosY^s][noZYo[oYpXoWsXWn [̂pW^sY[beeuj[}TooY X̂`][oYsT`mXWn^p[W [̂XtWp[pvnoX[lWptYo][moY[tWst`][T^voYZWsXmU`Yj[[_p[nl[bcdcfgn 
XtnpY[W [̂XtY[pvnolWptYo][W^ZTpXo][Zn[^nX[m^nu[utmX[XtY[von9YsXWn [̂nl[}tW^nnm[lWptYo][Wp[lno[befg[m^Z[utmX[XtY[oYsT`mXWn^p[uW`̀ [UYj[[[xnX 
m^nuW^s[utmX[XtY[oYsT`mXWn^p[uW`̀ [UYn[VmmYp[WX[ZWllWsT`X[Xn[v`m [̂XoWvpj[[ 

dffp[ 

[ 

mailto:fish@millersriverboat.com
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ddjp[[o[UY ẀYrY[WX[Wp[WVvnoXm X̂[Xn[nllYo[nvvnoXT ŴX]n[YpvYsWm`̀ ][utY [̂WX[tmp[`nuYo[WVvmsXp[n [̂XtY[lWptYo]j[[[_`XtnTst[o7Z[VTst[omXtYo[tmorYpX 
}tW^nnm8[o[tmrY[vmoXWsWvmXYZ[W [̂XtY[smXst[m^Z[oY`YmpY[lWptYo][WVv`YVY X̂YZ[U][YVYosY^s][noZYoj[[ 

[ 

[ 

[ 



PC07
1 of 1STUVWXXYZ[\] 

\W^_ [̀aTbcWd 
STUVWXXYZ[ec 

fghgfijk[jflmnlim[op 
qrrWsWtXWuc 

vWrYsucw[qstdbtc 

\ut^Z[ur[xWd`Y^WYdN 

[ 

O`tcb[]uT[ru^[XtbWcw[X`Y[XWVY[Xu[^YtZ[V][_uVVYcXdP[[Q[RWss[tXXYVSX[Xu[UY[U^WYr[tcZ[wYX[V][SuWcX[t_^uddP 

[ 

o^uS[fjmN[fjnN[fjTN[fjU[tss[`tVY[t[_uVVuc[X`YVYP[[Q[tw^YY[RWX [̀tss[ruT^[tcZ[rYYs[_uVVY^_Wts[rWd Ẁcw[RWX Ẁc[ucY[VWsY[ur[X`Y[VuTX [̀ur[X`Y 
vWXXsY[ST[ZuYd[cYYZ[Xu[UY[_sudYZ[tX[_Y^XtWc[XWVYd[Xu[`YsS[RWX [̀X`Y[ZRWcZsWcw[WWcw[^Tc[uc[X`Y[vWXXsY[STP[[O`Y[vWXXsY[ST[Wd[tc[WVSu^XtcX[dSu^X 
rWd Ẁcw[^WVY^[X`tX[cYYZd[Xu[^YXT^c[Xu[ ẀdXu^W_[WWcw[cTVUY^dP 

o^uS[fjk[[X ẀsY[RYss[R^WXXYc[Q[Zu[cuX[dTSSu^XP[[O`Y[tTX`u^[`td[suXd[ur[VtsTtUsY[Wcru^VtXWuc[Wc_sTZYZ[Wc[ Ẁd[S^uSudtsP[[O`Y[S^uUsYV[Wd[X`tX 
YYZ[ur[X`Y[[tdXY^c[\WdX^W_[du_bY]Y[X`tX[`Y[_tX_`Yd[Wc[ Ẁd[cYXd]r^uV[ Ẁd[_`t^X^[t^Y[UuTcZ[ru^[uX`Y^[STdWXct[_tssY]N[WcWb[_tssY][u^[OT^cWwtc 
dX^YtVd[VudX[ur[R Ẁ_ [̀`tVY[ZRWcZsWcw[du_bY]Y[tcZ[_u`u[^TcdP[[Q[Zu[dTSSu^X[X`Y[ptX`ST[qabd[tVYcZVYcX[Xu[X Ẁd[S^uSudts[R Ẁ_ [̀tssuRd[ru^ 
UuX [̀SSu^X[tcZ[auVVY^_Wts[rWd`Y^VYc[Xu[d`t^Y[X`Y[UT^ZYc[ur[_ucdY^VtXWucP 

o^uS[fmf[Q[TdTtss][sWbY[Xu[tw^YY[RWX [̀xWd [̀tcZ[ctVY[S^uSudtsd[UTX[`Y^Y[Q[Zu[deOP[[vuRY^Wcw[X`Y[Ut^[Xu[mTNiii[rWd [̀r^uV[TiNiii[rWd [̀eTdX 
Xu[rWX[UYXXY^[RWX [̀xfcbd[suRY^[S[c[Wd[R^ucwP[[Q[Zu[cuX[RtcX[X`Y[S[c[suRY^YZ[YWX`Y^P[[O Ẁd[Wd[tc[WVSu^XtcX[rWd`Y^Y][ru^[^YdZWZYcXd[tcZ[cYYZd 
Xu[UY[VtWcXtWcYZ[^tX`Y^[X`tc[UY[tssuRYZ[Xu[ZRWcZsYP[ 

qwtWc[O`tcb[auT[ru^[]uT^[XWVYN 

\W^_ [̀aTbcWd 
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1 of 1STUVWXXYZ[\] 

\^W_ [̀_`Z[aWb_[c_U^WYd 
STUVWXXYZ[e` 

fghgfijk[jilfflmf[no 
pqqWdW_XWr` 

n^Ws_XY[a_`Z[et`Y^b 

nur`Y 
vhikwfmfxhmfy 

zV_Wd 
{_U^WYdj|_d_b}_~`YX 

pZZ^Ybb 
fEim[W_XY^{_XY[W_] 
XY`_WY[pd_b}_[hhZjj 

[Y_^[\u_W^V_ [̀LY`bY [̀_`Z[oYVUY^b[rq[XuY[pd_b}_[\r_^Z[rq[�WbuY^WYbY 

WXYZ[XY\]Y^__^`aba^cYdeY_f^_^`ghYijkYZlYm[\nnX]oY 

WY[�T^�u_bYZ[rT^[^WsY^q^r X̀[�^r�Y^X][W [̀��n[STUZWsWbWr [̀W [̀jhhy[_`Z[u_sY[bW`�Y[UTWdX[rT^[urTbY[_`Z[^YbWZYZ[uY^Y[bW`�Y[fiiy~[[WY[_^Y 
r��rbYZ[Xr[�^r�rb_d[fij[_b[t^WXXY [̀qr^[XuY[qrddrtW`{[^Y_br`bl 

j~[[[[[[pb[^Yb�r`bWUdY[�^Ws_XY[d_`Z[rt`Y^b[rq[�^r�Y^X][Zrt`bX^Y_V[rq[XuY[W_^^Y [̀pVYb[\^WZ{YY[tY[V_ZY[_[bTUbX_ X̀W_d[W`sYbXVY X̀[W [̀_ 
^_WbYZY[dW{uX[�Y`YX^_XW`{[t_d}t_][Xu_X[�^rsWZYb[_��Ybb[Xr[XuY[XY`_W[�WsY^[W [̀q^r X̀[rq[rT^[urTbY~[[[WYY[_`Z[V_`][rq[rT^[`YW{uUr^bY[_^Y[X_}W`{ 
bXY�b[Xr[�^rXY�X[XuY[sY{YX_XWr [̀Xu_X[bX_UWdW�Yb[XuY[U_bYb[rq[rT^[UdTqqb[_`Z[�^rXY�Xb[rT^[T�d_`Zb~ 

f~[[[[[[pb[_[�^Ws_XY[d_`Z[rt`Y^Y[tY[Y�Y^�WbY[rT^[^W{uX[Xr[_��Ybb[XuY[ZW�`YX[qWbuY^]Y[_b[tY[u_sY[qr^[fE[]Y_^b[q^rV[rT^[�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^X]~[[WY 
_`Z[rT^[q_VWd]Y[trTdZ[dW}Y[Xr[�r X̀W`TY[Xr[TbY[rT^[�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^X][Xr[ZW�`YX~ 

E~[[[[[[�WbXr^W�_dd]Y[tuY [̀bY`bWXWsY[^WsY^[u_UWX_X[u_b[UYY [̀�drbYZ[Xr[U_`}[_`{dW`{Y[�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^XWYb[u_sY[UYY [̀Y��dTZYZ~ 

y~[[[[[[eT^[�uWdZ^Y Ỳ[YdZY^d][�_^Y X̀b[_`Z[{^_`Z�uWdZ^Y [̀u_sY[�rVY[Xr[ZY�Y`Z[r [̀XuY[b_qY[_��Ybb[Xu_X[rT^[�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^X][rqqY^b[XuYV[Xr 
u_^sYbX[XuYW^[qWbu[q^rV[XuY[ZW�`YX[qWbuY^]~ 

m~[[[[[[�uWb[�^r�rb_d[ZYs_dTYb[rT^[�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^X][U][�drbW`{[rT^[_��Ybb[Xr[XuY[ZW�`YX[qWbuY^]~ 

Z~[[[[[[�uWb[�^r�rb_d[ZWb�d_�Yb[rT^[q_VWd][U][�drbW`{[_��Ybb[Xr[XuY[�rVVr [̀TbY[^YbrT^�Y[tuW�u[tY[u_sY[X^_ZWXWr`_dd][_��YbbYZ[q^rV[rT^ 
rt [̀�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^X]~ 

k~[[[[[[�uWb[�^r�rb_d[ZrYb[`rX[�^Y�dTZY[Tb[q^rV[ZrW`{[_`][rXuY^[_�XWsWX][_X[XuY[^WsY^[_Z�_�Y X̀[Xr[rT^[urVY[rXuY^[Xu_ [̀ZW�`YXXW`{~ 

�̀ [bTVV_^]Y[tY[_{^YY[Xu_X[XuY^Y[Wb[_[`YYZ[Xr[X_}Y[_�XWr [̀Xr[�^rXY�X[XuY[bY`bWXWsY[u_UWX_X[WVVYZW_XYd][Zrt`bX^Y_V[q^rV[XuY[W_^^Y [̀pVYb 
\^WZ{Y[_`Z[Xr[_ZZ^Ybb[XuY[b_qYX][WbbTY[rq[�YZYbX^W_`bY[UW�]�dWbXb[_`Z[VrXr^WbXb[r [̀\^WZ{Y[p��Ybb[^r_Z[^Yd_XYZ[Xr[XuY[W`�^Y_bYZ[TbY[W [̀XuWb 
_^Y_[ZT^W`{[XuY[ZW�`YX[bY_br ~̀[ 

WY[trTdZ[dW}Y[Xr[bT{{YbX[_ [̀_VY`ZVY X̀[Xr[�^r�rb_d[fij[Xr[dWVWX[XuY[�drbYZ[_^Y_[q^rV[XuY[W_^^Y [̀pVYb[\^WZ{Y[Xr[XuY[Zrt`bX^Y_V
UrT`Z_^][rq[XuY[XY`_W[�WsY^[S�Y�W_d[o_`_{YVY X̀[p^Y_[tuW�u[tWdd[Y��dTZY[�^Ws_XY[�^r�Y^XWYb~[ 

\][_Zr�XW`{[XuWb[_VY`ZYZ[�^r�rb_dY[]rT[tWdd[u_sYY[W [̀YbbY`�YY[_ZZ^YbbYZ[XuY[�r`�Y^`b[rq[p[��c[_b[rTXdW`YZ[W [̀XuY[�^r�rb_d[tuWdY 
�^YbY^sW`{[XuY[X^_ZWXWr`_d[_��Ybb[^W{uX[rq[�^Ws_XY[d_`Z[rt`Y^b[Xr[XuWb[�rVVr [̀TbY[^YbrT^�Y~ 

�u_`}[]rT[qr^[]rT^[�r`bWZY^_XWr ~̀ 

\^W_ [̀_`Z[aWb_[c_U^WYd 

[ 

mailto:gabriel1@alaska.net
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To: Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Boards Support Section 
P.O. Box 115526 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-5526 

From; Brian West 
1000 Oceanview Dr 
Anchorage, Alaska 99515 

BOARDS 

I am providing comments on the followin => 

Alaska Board of Fisheries 2016/2017 Proposed changes in Lower Cook Inlet Fin:fish, Kodiak Finfish, 
Upper Cook inlet Fin.fish and Statewide King and Tanner Crab; and Supplemental Issues 

Comments 

Upper Cook Inlet Finfish 

Proposal 34. Against. The proposers argument is that since a lot of people break a rule it should be 
repealed. There is no logic in this. I take exception to his claim that 100% of private anglers party fish. 
I do not, nor do the people that I know. The proposer also indicates that it is too difficult to keep track 
of the fish he has caught. Again, this is no reason to change the rule. This proposal is basically a 
request to increase bag limits. Until such a time as the Fish and Game can justify increasing bag limits 
I suggest the proposer learn to count or at least take notes. 

Proposal 144. Support if modified. The proposal is unclear. It states that the next legal bag limit must 
be kept. This will not solve the problem identified unless the bag limit is one fish. If the bag limit is 
three fish the person can just keep releasing fish and will not reach the bag limit. The proposal should 
be changed to read that "when proxy fishing, once a bag limit is taken the next legal fish must be 
retained." 

Proposal 151. Support. A barbless hook is nothing more than a way to reduce the numbers of fish 
landed. If you have to hook and fight six fish to land one how is that good for the fishery? 

Statewide 

Proposal 267. Against. The estimated abundance level of200,000 crab is to low to sustain the 
resource. This number is half of the long term average abundance level. However, the statistics used 
include numbers when the stocks were low or depressed due to overfishing. Using these lower 
numbers skews the abundance level down. The department has not had a good record for management 
of crab stocks in Southcentral. Viable fisheries for King, Tanner and Dungeness crab all existed, but, 
were destroyed by overfishing. The King crab fishery in Kachemak Bay is a prime example. The 
fishery was closed in the 70's reopened after a few years and then crashed forcing it to be closed once 
again. And it still has not recovered. 

Proposal 268. Against. Same comments as for proposal 267. 

Proposal 269. Against. The proposer indicates that the fish and Game does not have data from the 

area. How can a fishery be contemplated when no data exist as to the abundance of the resource? 


Proposal 270. Against. 



 
 

 
 

 
 

  
 

     
 

   
   

    
  

 
     

    
 

   
 

     
    

 
 

 
     

     
 

 
  

  
    

  
 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

PC10
1 of 1

February 9, 2017 

Mr. Glenn Haight, Executive Director 
Alaska Board of Fisheries 
P.O. Box 115526 
Juneau, AK 99811-5526 

Re: Board of Fisheries Comment for Upper Cook Inlet Finfish Meeting 

In an opinion piece published in the Peninsula Clarion on February 7th, Mr. Karl Johnstone made his 
opinion about commercial salmon fishing very clear – he doesn’t like it one bit. His opinion and 
strong prejudice against commercial fishing were always very evident during his years as a member, 
and then as the Chairman, of the Alaska Board of Fisheries. During Mr. Johnstone’s time on the 
Board, the viability of the commercial salmon fishing industry in Cook Inlet was systematically 
undermined while the interests of the guided sport fishing industry were actively promoted. 

Mr. Johnstone’s opinion piece was full of the same type of propaganda that he and others have been 
pushing for years: there is not enough salmon in Cook Inlet for all users; Cook Inlet salmon can’t 
compete with farmed salmon, sportfisheries are so much more valuable than commercial fisheries; 
etc, etc. These arguments do not stand up to reality. 

Wild Alaska salmon have a solid market niche and Cook Inlet sockeye is a very premium, sought-
after product in America. The worst economic lie that he and his cohorts have been promoting is 
that the sport industry and personal use fisheries could actually grow large enough to replace the 
value of the commercial industry to our state. It can’t happen. There is no way that the available, 
renewable, surplus salmon in Cook Inlet could be harvested without commercial fishing; even if you 
lined every inch of every beach with personal use dipnets or setnets.  In-river fishing capacity is 
already maxed-out. For each of the past six years the Kenai River has had over-escapements. All of 
the dipnetters and anglers in the river could not harvest the (average annual) half a million excess 
sockeye that swam through. 

When properly managed, Cook Inlet is the 4th largest commercial salmon fishery in the state. With 
good management, there are enough salmon in Cook Inlet for everyone. And we need the economic 
benefit for all the users, especially now. There are millions of unharvested salmon every year in 
Cook Inlet that commercial fishers are prevented from catching – they are wasted. 

It is time for the Board of Fisheries to repeal the myriad of arbitrary, unscientific and obstructive 
restrictions on commercial fishing that have made it impossible for ADF&G to manage the fishery 
properly and deprived the industry and local and state governments of the value of proper harvests. 
I support proposals 89, 90, 94, 117 and 129. 

Catherine Cassidy 
PO Box 599 
Kasilof, AK 
cark1@att.net 
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January 31, 2017 

"Vt1/llje with aPast, City with aFuture" 
bad210 Fidalgo Avenue, Kenai, Alaska 99611-7794 

Telephone: 907-283-7535 / FAX: 907-283-3014 mr 
1992 J 2011 

Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
Boards Support Section 
1255 W. 8th Street 
Juneau, AK 99811-5526 

Alaska Board of Fisheries Members: 

The City of Kenai respectfully submits the following comments for your consideration on 
the listed Board Proposals: 

Proposal 201 - This proposal closes the shore based Personal Use Salmon Fishery on 
the Kenai River from the Warren Ames Bridge to the Mouth of the river. While this 
closure will not negatively impact the operations or finances of the City of Kenai, it is 
highly impactful to residents of the City of Kenai in the proposed closure area who 
regularly dip net from their private property. The City of Kenai requests that this 
proposal be amended by moving the downstream closure boundary to the western 
boundary of Section 16 of Township 5N, Range 11 W as depicted below. If the City's 
proposed amendment is adopted, Proposal 201 will still accomplish its primary 
objectives of protecting the sensitive vegetated tide land area on the north and south 
shores of the river in the area immediately below Warren Ames Bridge and eliminating 
overcrowding issues at the Kenai Flats Day Use Area. 

I 
l-

\I 
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Proposal 203 - This proposal would allow the Commissioner to extend the Personal 
Use Salmon Fishery through August 10 if sockeye escapement numbers are projected 
to exceed 1,200,000. If adopted, this proposal would have potential negative impacts to 
the finances of the City of Kenai and hinder the City's ability to provide continuing 
serivces in support of the fishery. If the Commissioner was given this authority, it 
increases the potential of the fishery being re-opened after an earlier closure. When the 
fishery is prematurely closed by emergency order, the City of Kenai reduces staffing 
levels and dismantles all of the infrastructure it put in place to support the fishery, 
including dumpsters, porta potties, pay shacks, and IT infrastructure. If the fishery were 
re-opened, the City would have to reinstitute our support of the fishery, incurring 
signifciant costs. Additionally, it is likely that participation during the first ten days of 
August would be lower, resulting in lower revenues to the City from participant fees 
without a commensurate reduction in costs. The City of Kenai is opposed to the 
passage of this proposal. 

Proposal 204 - This proposal would extend the Personal Use Salmon Fishery upstream 
of Warren Ames Bridge to Cunningham Park. This will increase impacts to City 
residents who own property along this stretch of the river to include trespassing, noise, 
and boat wake. It will also create crowding and facility capacity issues at the City
owned Cunningham Park, since fishery participants will be able to traverse to that 
location by boat at any time without having to cut the fish tails and mark their permits 
first. Additionally, because of substrate differences, the riverbank in the area between 
Warren Ames Bridge and Cunningham Park may be more susceptible to erosion than 
the area below Warren Ames Bridge. The width of the Kenai River in this area slowly 
narrows as boaters move upstream which will certainly result in greater congestion with 
additional boat traffic, heightening safety concerns. Because of the increased traffic 
and use of Cunningham Park, this proposal will expand the City's fee area and cost of 
operating the fishery. The City strongly opposes this proposal. 

I appreciate the opportunity to provide comments and can provide additional information 
or clarity on the City of Kenai's concerns if requested. 

Sincerely, 

L ~ h 
Brian Gabriel , Sr. Paul Ostrander 

Mayor City Manager 
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o{[XsY[\q_bZ[W{[_u_bY}[ZTY}[Wd[V][q�WdWqd}[Xq[XsY[zs_dxY{[Wd[z ẀV_XY}[XsY[{qz~Y]Y[{_`Vqd[bTd[WdXq[XsY[�Yd_W[0W1Yb[{YYV{[Xq[UY[bYXTbdWdx[_X 
_[`_XYb[Z_XY[Xs_d[WX[ZWZ[9T{X[_[pYu[]Y_b{[_xqy[:sYbY[XsY[`_bxY{X[bTd{[zqT`Z[UY[zqTdXYZ[qd[Xq[zqVY[XsbqTxs[Wd[VWZ[;T`]}[WX[_��Y_b{[XsY][_bY 
_bbW1Wdx[Wd[XsY[`_bxY{X[dTVUYb{[_pXYb[XsY[;T`][mi[ZW�dYX[z`q{Wdxy 

<sY[\q_bZ[s_{[Y|XYdZYZ[XsY[=qVVYbzW_`[>W{sYb][q��qbXTdWXWY{}[usYd[WX[ZqY{[dqX[WV�_zX[XsY[{W`1Yb[{_`Vqd[qb[{qz~Y]Y[{_`qd[Y{z_�YVYdX 
xq_`{}[_dZ[?[pYY`[XsY[\q_bZ[{sqT`Z[_`̀ qu[XsY[{_VY[q��qbXTdWX][pqb[XsY[�Yb{qd_`[T{Y[pW{sYby 
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Xb[t_cQYIX[Ib}yY]Y[OtWsY[VW ẀVWTW`I[yW`I[}_X}t[U][TIW`I[UY_}t[`YXI[b s̀][_`Z[_sIb[b s̀][TIW`I[It_ssbO[IY_c[Uek[VYItYIV|[[StWI[}bW`}WZYI 
OWXt[XtY[IY}b`Z[PcbPbI_s[N[ITPPbcX[OtW}t[WI[ocbPbI_s[iie|[p][OWrY[_`Z[N[UbXt[}_cc][ZT_s[PYcVWXI[_`Z[XtWI[PcbPbI_s[ObTsZ[_ssbO[TI[Xb[rWIt[_ 
XbX_s[br[rbTc[`YXI[W [̀XtY[KJSWq|[SbVY[s_`IT_IY[Xt_X[N[XtW`y[`YYZI[_XXY X̀Wb [̀WI[XtY[s_`IT_IY[cYIXcW}XW`I[XtY[_VbT X̀[br[IY_c[b [̀Ub_cZ[OtWsY 
P_cXW}WP_XW`I[W [̀XtY[KJSWq|[RTccY X̀s][N[}_ [̀b s̀][t_QY[v[`YXI[b [̀Ub_cZL[UTX[Wr[PcbPbI_s[iie[WI[P_IIYZ[XtY [̀N[ObTsZ[sWyY[Xb[UY[_ssbOYZ[Xb[}_cc] 
_`Z[rWIt[_ss[n[`YXI[W [̀XtY[KJSWq|[[N[_sIb[ObTsZ[sWyY[Xb[IYY[XtY[K_IWsbr[IY}XWb [̀rWIt[OWXt[_[V_XWVTV[OYU[IWTY[br[n[Y[W`}tYI|[StY[Z_X_[ItbOI 
Xt_X[XtY[K_IWsbr[IY}XWb [̀WI[t_cQYIXW`I[_PPcbX|[vjZ[br[_[e[b}Y_ [̀rWIt|[StYIY[rWIt[_cY[X]PW}_ss][_[sWXXsY[IV_ssYc[Xt_ [̀_[v[b}Y_ [̀rWIt|[\TX[Ot_X[OY 
IYY[rcbV[XtY[rWIt[Xt_X[V_yY[WX[W X̀b[XtY[cWQYc[WI[Xt_X[XtY[YI}_PYVY X̀[WI[}bVPcWIYZ[br[_PPcbX|[gjZ[e[b}Y_ [̀rWIt|[[StY[K_IWsbr[IY}XWb` 
PTcPbIYs][TIYI[UWIIYc[IY_c[Xb[t_cQYIX[KY`_W[\bT`Z[rWIt[_`Z[_ssbOW`I[K_IWsbr[[WIt[Xb[IOWV[XtcbTIt[XtY[`YXI|[[StY[}b`IY\TY`}YI[br[XtWI[_cY 
Xt_X[XtY[cWQYc[WI[bQYcuYI}_PYZ|[StY][}_X}t[gmZ[br[XtY[yW`II[b [̀XtY[xSSa[_`Z[Zb[Ib[U][OY_cW`I[_[}sb_y[Xt_X[XtY][_cY[_[IYP_c_XY[rWItYc]|[Nr 
XtY][_cY[_[IYP_c_XY[rWItYc][XtY [̀XtY][OWss[UY[V_`_IYZ[Xb[UY[IT}t[_`Z[X_cIYX[XtY[rWIt[Xt_X[}bVPcWIY[gjZ[br[XtY[YI}_PYVY X̀[U][TIW`I[IV_ssYc 
VYIt[IWTY[OYUUW`I| 

\][cYW Ẁ`I[W [̀XtY[K_IWsbr[IY}XWb [̀_`Z[V_yW`I[WX[_[VbcY[YrrW}WY X̀[K_IWsbr[rWIt[IYsY}XWQY[t_cQYIXYcL[XtY [̀XtYcY[WI[_[I_QW`II[W [̀KY`_W[_`Z[K_IWsbr 
KW`II[rbc[XtY[[sYYX[_`Z[_ssbO[_[IcY_XYc[`TVUYc[br[KW`II[Xb[UbXt[cWQYcI|[\][_ssbOW`I[XtY[abcXt[Ku\Y_}t[IY}XWb [̀Xb[t_cQYIX[K_IWsbr[UbT`Z[rWIt 
XtY [̀XtYcY[WI[_[I_QW`II[W [̀KW`II[_I[OYss[_I[UY_}t[`YXI[_I[_[QYc][YrrW}WY X̀[t_cQYIXYc[br[Ib}yY]Y[OtWsY[t_QW`I[_[IV_ssYc[PYc}Y X̀_IY[br[yW`I 
t_cQYIX[QI[XtY[cYIX[br[XtY[rsYYX| 

q`bXtYc[PcbPbI_s[N[ObTsZ[sWyY[Xb[IYY[P_IIYZ[WI[PcbPbI_s[inh|[StWI[PcbPbI_s[ObTsZ[W`}Y X̀WQWTY[XtY[TIY[br[It_ssbO[`YXI[U][_ZZW`I[sY`IXt[Xb 
XtY[`YXI|[StWI[_ZZYZ[sY`IXt[WI[IXWss[_[cYZT}XWb [̀W [̀XbX_s[ITcr_}Y[_cY_[br[XtY[`YXL[_`Z[XtY[`YX[OWss[VbcY[YrrW}WY X̀s][t_cQYIX[Ib}yY]Y[I_sVb [̀OtWsY 
cYZT}W`I[yW`I[t_cQYIX|[N[t_QY[rWItYZ[It_ssbO[`YXI[rbc[IYQYc_s[]Y_cI[_`Z[XtYcY[WI[_[yW`I[I_QW`IIL[OtYcY[N[rWItL[UYXOYY [̀_[ek[VYIt[`YX[_`Z[_ 
nw[VYIt[`YX|[[ 

d [̀XtY[XbPW}[br[KW`IIL[N[UYsWYQY[_[cYIXcT}XTcY[br[XtY[KY`_W[JWQYc[KW`I[S_sVb [̀p_`_IYVY X̀[os_ [̀WI[Vbc_ss][]TIX|[StY[s_`IT_IY[WI[W X̀Y`ZYZ[Xb 
UY[PT ẀXWQY[Xb[XtY[IYX[`YX[W`ZTIXc][W [̀qTITIX|[[StY[O_][XtY[Ps_ [̀WI[OcWXXY [̀`bOL[WX[_ssbOI[_[sWUYc_XYZ[rWItYc][W [̀^Ts]L[OtW}t[_ssbOI[rbc[_ss[TIYcI[Xb 
t_cQYIX[I_sVb |̀[STZZY s̀][W [̀qTITIX[XtY[Ib_s[PbIXI[VbQY[_`Z[XtY[sWUYc_sWTYZ[rWItYc][}bVYI[U_}y[Xb[}sbIY[XtY[IYX[`YX[rWItYc][W [̀bcZYc[Xb 
UY`YrWX[XtY[IPbcX[TIYc|[Sb[XtY[V_`_IYVY X̀[Ps_ [̀WI[OcWXXY [̀OWXt[XtY[W X̀Y`ZYZ[}b`IY\TY`}Y[br[_[OW ùsbIY[rbc[XtY[}bVVYc}W_s[rsYYX[_`Z[_[OW [̀_ 
OW [̀rbc[XtY[IPbcX[W`ZTIXc]|[[zY[`YYZ[_[}b`IWIXY X̀[Ib_s[rbc[XtY[TIYcI[_`Z[XtY[V_`_IYcI[Xb[rbssbO|[zY[ItbTsZ[UY[V_`_IW`I[XtY[YX_}X[I_VY 
O_][W [̀^Ts][_I[OY[V_`_IY[W [̀qTITIX|[q`]XtW`I[YsIY[WI[]TIX[_IW Ẁ`Y|[qZZWXWb`_ss]L[N[UYsWYQY[Xt_X[XtY[TIY[br[_[{UWI[KW`I[Ib_s|[WI[PT ẀXWQY[Xb[XtY 
IYX[`YX[rsYYX|[ztWsY[XtY[IYX[`YXI[Zb[}_X}t[yW`IIL[XtYcY[WI[_[ZWIPcbPbcXWb`_XY[}_X}t[br[IV_ss[]_}yI|[StY[`YYZI[Xb[UY[_[O_][rbc[XtY[IYX[`YX[rsYYX 
Xb[cYPbcX[_[IV_ss[yW`I[QI[_[UWI[yW`I|[[N[_V[cYsT}X_ X̀[Xb[_IcYY[OWXt[XtWI[V_`_IYVY X̀[Ps_ L̀[UTX[N[Zb[UYsWYQY[XtYcY[WI[_[IYcWbTI[]_}y[PcbUsYV[W` 
XtY[KY`_W[JWQYc|[[StY[}_X}t[br[]_}yIL[UbXt[IPbcX[_`Z[}bVVYc}W_sL[ItbTsZ[UY[_[`b ùWIITY[OtY [̀WX[}bVYI[Xb[V_`_IYVY X̀[Ps_`I[_`Z[t_cQYIX| 

j_IXs]L[N[ITPPbcX[ocbPbI_s[ien|[StYcY[WI[`bX[_[sbX[br[Vb`Y][W [̀XtY[PW`y[rWItYc]L[UTX[W [̀XtY[_IY[OtY [̀OY[t_QY[UYY [̀IsW}YZ[_`Z[cYIXcW}XYZ[YQYc] 
UWX[tYsPI[Xb[P_][XtY[UWssI|[StY[PW`y[rWItYc][_ssbOI[rbc[_[t_cQYIX[br[_[rWIt[Xt_X[t_I[sWXXsY[Xb[`b[IPbcX[UY`YrWX[Xb[XtY[cWQYc|[Ǹ [r_}XL[N[ObTsZ[_cITY[Xt_X 
XtY[IPbcX[TIYcI[ObTsZ[sWyY[Xb[IYY[rYOYc[PW`yI[W [̀XtY[cWQYc| 

N[Xt_`y[]bT[rbc[]bTc[XWVY[_`Z[N[_PPcY}W_XY[]bT[cY_ZW`I[V][}bVVY X̀I|[N[OWIt[N[}bTsZ[_XXY`Z[XtWI[Ub_cZL[_I[XtWI[WI[XtY[rTXTcY[N[OWIt[Xb[P_II 
ZbO [̀Xb[V][}tWsZcY [̀_`Z[_ssbO[XtYV[Xb[rWIt[XtYIY[O_XYcI[Xt_X[N[t_QY[rWItYZ[rbc[XtY[P_IX[vh[]Y_cI| 
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2/9/2017 

Darren Platt 
darrenplatt@yahoo.com 
F/V Agnes Sabine, owner-operator 

ATTN: Board Support 

To the Alaska Board of Fisheries 

I'm writing to address the public sentiments concerning salmon harvests in the Kodiak management area(KMA). I 

understand that this is not part of the agenda for the Upper Cook Inlet(UCI) board meeting; however, after the 

publication of the genetic stock assessments of KMA harvests, Kodiak management appears to have become a central 

focus of a few advocacy groups and therefore warrants balanced input for the public record. 

Salmon harvests in the KMA are not "new and expanding" 

Kodiak is the oldest mixed stock fishery in the state, with a legacy dating back over a hundred years. Canneries on 

the Karluk spit processed fish harvested up and down the west side of the Kodiak archipelago as well as fish caught in 

a wide range along the Peninsula of Alaska. No aspect of this fishery is "New or Expanding" nor have harvest patterns 

noticeably changed for decades. Tagging studies conducted in the past have revealed the presence of Cook Inlet 

sockeye as a component of KMA harvest - a fact known to fishery managers and fishermen for many years. Although 

the recent genetic stock assessments provide a new quantification of those harvests, the report provides no new 

information - just a novel presentation of old knowledge. To the thousands of individuals whose livelihoods depend 

on responsible and stable management in the KMA it would cause great confusion and consternation for there to be a 

sudden and rash change to the management plan based on information that has been readily available for many years. 

Kodiak is not Managed for the Targeting of Cook Inlet Stocks 

There appears to be a misconception amongst some members of the public that KMA management is somehow 

currently designed to target Cook Inlet stocks. To be clear, Kodiak is a mixed stock fishery with multi-species 

management that only focuses on escapement based targeting of local stocks along with a small but economically 

critical allocation of Chignik stocks. Cook Inlet bound sockeye are inevitably caught incidentally to local harvest. 

According to the genetic report, with only one exception that occurred during a very anomalous and brief harvest 

event, Cook Inlet sockeye rarely comprise even a simple majority of the sockeye harvested in any of the sampled 

Kodiak districts. When additionally accounting for harvests of local pink, chum, and silver salmon which were caught 

along with Cook Inlet bound and local sockeye, it is clear that the overwhelming majority of salmon harvested in 

every surveyed area of the KMA are local stocks. Ultimately, the integration of Cook Inlet bound sockeye with 

Kodiak stocks in the KMA is as unpredictable as it is unavoidable. Although some vocal groups advocating for the 

curtailment of Kodiak harvests may lament this fact, it is incumbent on our fishery managers to make their decisions 

mailto:darrenplatt@yahoo.com
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based on true characteristics of salmon, which do not conveniently segregate themselves from local stocks while 

passing through Kodiak waters. 

Science is in the Details, not the Headlines 

It is the board's responsibility to give precedence to scientific conclusions over public hysteria. Although I agree that it 

is the role of the board to openly and transparently respond to any issue or concern raised by the public, it is equally 

important for those responses to be calculated based on the best available science. During the most recent meeting in 

Kodiak, board member Payton cited the necessity of relying on and trusting state scientists' recommendations when 

casting his vote against the emergency opening of a Bering Sea Bairdi season, despite the strong public push in favor 

of allowing limited crab harvests. The public should expect - and deserves - the same adherence to scientific 

principles when considering salmon management in the Kodiak area. Not only does the genetic report clearly state 

that these studies are riddled with flaws and uncertainties, leading to high margins of error, but more importantly, 

the scientists who presented the report have unequivocally declared that the study cannot be used to make inferences 

about harvests in other areas or at other times nor can the information be used to predict future harvests. 

Additionally, it is very clear from the data, and was openly acknowledged by both the Board of Fish and the ADF&G 

scientists that there is very high inter-annual variability to the data, verifying the long held knowledge by Kodiak 

fishermen that the arrival of Cook Inlet stocks in the KMA is extremely unpredictable. Any attempt to alter Kodiak 

fishing patterns based on the hope of limiting harvest of Cook Inlet stocks would be ineffective, unscientific, and 

would primarily produce the outcome of simply hindering the responsible management of local Kodiak stocks. 

The details and conclusions of the genetic stock assessments have been neglected and ignored by individuals and 

institutions who would prefer to cripple the Kodiak fleet in speculation that such efforts will benefit them while 

inflicting a disproportionate cost to the Kodiak community. While the public has no obligation to adhere to scientific 

principles in their requests to the board, the same standard does not apply to the board, who ought to consider the 

recommendations of the Department of Fish and Game and make decisions rooted in science and law. 

The Actual Numbers 

Although some public expressions appear to indicate that KMA harvests of Cook Inlet bound fish are the determining 

factor to run strength within the UCI area, a quick analysis of data clearly proves otherwise. The 2016 genetic stock 

assessments speculate a KMA harvest of approximately 386,000 UCI bound sockeye, a number which is dwarfed by 

the 3.1 million fish harvested commercially in Upper Cook Inlet and 5.1 million fish that returned to the area. When 

also accounting for mixed stock harvests in Lower Cook Inlet, Chignik and Area M, Kodiak harvests likely account 

for less than 5% of the total UCI sockeye returns. Additionally, according to the 2016 annual management report for 

UCI, 2 of the 5 monitored sockeye systems suffered over-escapement, 2 were within escapement goals and 1 "fell 

just short of escapement objectives." It is difficult to reconcile the depiction of an escapement crisis in UCI with the 

fact that multiple systems have been consistently experiencing over-escapement, with no prevailing under-

escapement problems within the monitored systems, all while still affording the commercial harvest of millions of fish 

within the UCI area. 

If UCI is in fact suffering from escapement and personal harvest shortages, as some members of the public indicate, 

then it would be far more effective to address those problems in the UCI area itself, where the vast majority of these 

fish are harvested and where management decisions can more accurately and effectively produce the desired 

outcomes. Limiting harvest in the KMA with the intention of optimizing returns to UCI would be highly ineffective at 

achieving the desired goal and would primarily result in hampering the ability of the Kodiak fleet to harvest local 

stocks, which clearly comprise the majority of harvests in the area. The board is bound by article VIII of the Alaskan 
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constitution to manage fisheries based on the sustained yield principle along with ensuring the maximum benefit of 

the Alaskan people, a standard which cannot be met while drastically limiting harvests in the KMA when less 

impactful and more focused adjustments on management in the UCI area would better accomplish the same goal 

without producing as collateral damage the lost harvest and ineffective management in the KMA, the impacts and 

volume of which would by far exceed the benefit conveyed by the few additional sockeye that may reach the UCI area 

as a result. 

North Shelikof Straight Sockeye Management Plan 

After the anomalous and unrepeated sockeye harvest in 1988 of what was perceived to be a "non-traditional harvest 

pattern" of UCI salmon, the state of Alaska hastily adopted the North Shelikof Straight Sockeye Management plan, a 

burden that the Kodiak fleet has had to bear ever since. This plan already limits Kodiak harvest activities in a way that 

is arguably burdensome beyond the proportion to which UCI salmon are typically harvested in Kodiak. Additionally, 

since the plan is based on a set harvest allocation within the KMA, the burden of conservation due to this plan is 

greatest on years of highest sockeye abundance which leads to rapid closures of the seaward zones, requiring the KMA 

seine fleet to forsake harvest volumes that are disproportionately large in comparison to the conservation benefits. In 

addition to curtailing the harvest of Cook Inlet stocks, this management plan severely limits the Kodiak fleet's ability 

to harvest local stocks in the North Shelikof Straight. Closures designed to protect UCI stocks are triggered even by 

harvest of North Shelikof sockeye streams including Thorsheim, Long Lagoon, Foul Bay, Malina Creek, Swikshak, 

Kaflia and Kuliak, as well as fish traveling to other systems within the KMA including Karluk, Ayakulik and Spiridon 

bay, to mention a few. 

It is my fear that the emotional public reaction to the genetic stock survey will once again trigger the implementation 

of a poorly conceived management plan designed largely to satisfy a restive and vocal subgroup of Alaskans without 

regard to the actual outcomes achieved through the changes. This would further place the Kodiak fleet under an 

onerous management policy that delivers no net benefit to the state and likely results in overall loss of harvest and 

significant damage to Kodiak's already downtrodden fishery dependent communities. For these reasons, I implore the 

board not attempt to re-address the KMA during the Cook Inlet board meeting nor to declare an out-of-cycle 

emergency meeting designed to address a crisis that does not exist in a fishery that hasn't changed in decades. Instead, 

if the public desires, it may be prudent to form a workgroup comprised of Kodiak fishermen, ADF&G department 

staff, UCI stake holders and Board of Fishery members in order to further the discussion and provide a balanced 

dialogue so that matters concerning the KMA are better understood and management decisions can be rooted in 

science, reality and legal code rather stemming from a one-sided public frenzy that resulted from a flawed and 

superficial interpretation of the recent genetic report. 

Sincerely, 

Darren Platt 
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David Hillstrand 

4110 Main Street 

Homer, Alaska 99603 

(907) 399-4444 

Board of Fisheries Members; Regarding Upper Cook Inlet 

I would like to review with you Laws, Regulations, and Supreme Court Rulings that apply to Allocating 

issues, Limitation of Harvest abilities between different users, Harvest Limits, History of Limited Entry 

and its qualifications, Conservation, Common Use, and financial benefits to all residents of Alaska and 

the USA, with the importance of the Chairs position and how it should be tied to the Area Biologist 

recommendations. 

It is vital and important for you as Board Members to bring stability to the Area, by education and 

adhering to the Law and our Constitution you will bring calm to the conservation of our fisheries and 

people of The State of Alaska. 

1.	 Please read the following Laws and Regulations and Supreme Court Rulings. I will let you look 

them up to save space and paper. 

a. 5 AAC 77.001 (b) 

b.	 Pullen V. Ulmer 

c.	 Lieutenant Governor of the State of Alaska V. Alaska Fisheries Conservation Alliance, Inc. 

d.	 Escapements and Returns from ADFG for the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers. History of the Area 

returns from the 1880 to date. 

e.	 Call the Local Area Biologist and talk with them in each area before you travel there. (907) 

262-9368 

f.	 Limited Entry, qualifications, optimum number in each fishery, Alaska Resident held 

compared to out of State residents. 

g.	 Alaska Constitution and Common use, how it applies now to our Fisheries, Oil industry, and 

Mining 

h.	 Economic Study of the loss of income from lack of harvests from over escapements. 

2.	 Currently the BOF has allocated excessive fish to the Upper Cook Inlet Rivers with area and time 

restrictions. It has gotten to the point that these Actions are causing diminished returns and loss 

of economic value to the State of Alaska and its 700,000 plus residents. The loss of revenue to 

the State and Local communities needs to stop. Recent studies have shown losses in the 

millions; which in our current Fiscal dilemma hurts the State and its people. 

3.	 Continued legislative petitions from an Alaska Senator and passed Law suits trying to eliminate 

Set Netters; are continued pressures to put more fish in the river, this is leading to stress. Even 
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with over escapements in the last 5 years, they still want more, without the ability to harvest all 

of the excess. With warming waters stress from over escapement may escalate Lake Survival; 

and we are starting to see this with Grayling and Silver salmon. 

5 AAC 77.001 (b) of the personal use regulations 

a.	 (b) It is the intent of the board that the taking of fish under 5 AAC 77 will be allowed 
when that taking does not jeopardize the sustained yield of a resource and either does 
not negatively impact an existing resource use or is in the broad public interest. 

b.	 All three are happening and you need to address it. 
1.	 Jeopardize the sustained yield of a resource. 

a.	 Over escapements is one of the main reasons for diminished returns, 
especially with warming oceans. 

2.	 Negatively impact an existing resource use. 
a.	 Economic losses have happened in the loss of revenue to the communities and 

the State of Alaska, as well as over escapements. 
b.	 There are existing users; commercial fishers. The personal use fisheries 

should take place before July 1st and after August 1st on the Kenai Peninsula 
and with the Pink salmon that are not harvested as they should be. 

3.	 Is in the broad public interest. Read Supreme Court Opinion 
a.	 Lieutenant Governor of the State of Alaska V. Alaska Fisheries Conservation 

Alliance Inc. 
b.	 Opinion states that Commercial fishing permits are of greater value to the 

State of Alaska and in the broad public interest. 
c.	 Personal use and Sport fishing which is sport snagging in the Sockeye fishery 

which is illegal cannot harvest all of the fish that return. 
d.	 Remember this is an urban area not a Rural Subsistence area. 

Pullen V, Ulmer 

a.	 A case that tried to eliminate Commercial fishing, and give priority to Sport, Personal 

use and Subsistence fishing. The Opinion requires that room be given to the public that 

participates in Commercial fishing. 

Lieutenant Governor of the State of Alaska V. Alaska Fisheries Conservation Alliance, Inc. 

a.	 63 64 

Permits, which are limited in number, hold significant value, and may be bought 
65 

and sold. and unlike noncommercial hunting and fishing licenses, these set net 

permits carry over from year to year. This makes commercial set netters a far more 

cohesive, recognizable, and permanent group than individuals who hunt wolves 

http://www.touchngo.com/lglcntr/akstats/aac/title05/chapter077.htm


   

    

    

  

    

  

  

 

 

 

  

 

   

       

     

    

   

      

  

  

  

 

   

     

  

   

     

  

  

   

 

     

   

 

PC17
3 of 5

using same-day aerial techniques or snares, or who hunt bears using baiting or 

feeding methods. The latter individuals must generally apply for permits and 
66 

licenses annually, and those who wish to participate in more heavily regulated 

hunts have no guarantee that they will be 

e. It is in the Publics Board interest to favor with preferential treatment those that 

participate in the fisheries through Commercial fishing. 

f. The Supreme Court gave direction to the public on the value to the State for 

Commercial fishing Limited Entry Permits. 

Alaska Constitution and Common use, how it applies now to our Fisheries, Oil industry, 

Mining and Land. 

a.	 I can understand the public thinking that every fish, animal and mineral are every 

individual’s entitlement. So let’s take this argument and apply it to the resources. 

b.	 Fish on the Kenai River we have a run of say 4.2 million for 2017 with 1.2 for 

escapement leaving 3 million for harvest divided by 740,272 residents equals 4 

Sockeye Salmon per person. The harvest limits of 25 per head of household cannot 

apply to every resident in South Central. You will have to apply reduced limits to 

each stream during July 1st to August 1st. 

c.	 We have Southeast Alaska, PWS, Cook Inlet, Kodiak, Alaska Peninsula, Aleutian 

Islands, Bristol Bay, Kuskokwim and Yukon River. Where every river has an 

abundance of salmon over the escapement levels required to bring back an SEG. 

Common use if applied fairly would require everyone to travel and get their 

appropriate amount of fish and every species from each river. It’s a want of Sockeye 

salmon not a need for food. This attitude has created hatred for the public that 

participates in the Commercial fisheries. This needs to STOP! 

d.	 Limited Entry for the fisheries which are a limited resource has replaced Common 

use is our constitution. Limited Entry is how the public participates in common use. 

It encourages conservation and the ability to manage for the maximum benefit to all 

Alaska Residents. With a Tax for the communities and the State. While still leaving a 

reasonable room for Sport and Personal use. Unless you as board members stop and 

think this through harm will be caused to the resource and the Public. Limited Entry 

does not give exclusive rights to fish. Permits can be purchased by the public for all 

of the areas of Alaska, it is just limited. 



    

  

    

   

 

   

  

    

 

 

 

  

  

    

  

        
   

  
 

  
    
  

  
  

 
 

   

 

   

   

  

    

 

  

   

  

  

  

e. The Oil Industry where we have leased out our resources, we have given up our 

individual common use and replaced it with us all sharing in taxes from the lease 

and from a Permanent Fund Dividend, we cannot go to Fairbanks and tap into the 

Aleyeska Pipe line for personal use oil consumption while we have the leases; you 

would be arrested. 

f. Mining the state gives leases and claims with a Tax for the public as a trade for 

common use is the public’s ability to apply for a claim. Those claims once given are 

theirs to work, if we were to go and personal use on those claims we would be 

arrested. 
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Limited Entry, qualifications, optimum number in each fishery, Alaska Resident 

held compared to out of State residents. 

a.	 Limited entry was put in place to bring stability and to not cause economic 

hardship to the fishers, and for the Area Biologists to have the ability to control 

the harvest and max out the MSY in our Alaska Constitution. 

b.	 The qualifications are in line with a Tier 11 system for Game. What are the 
point systems based upon? 

The basic criteria used to evaluate hardship 
Are: (1) Economic dependence upon the fishery, 
Which may include percentage of income from 
The fishery and investment in a vessel and gear, 
And (2) Past participation in the fishery, which 
may include the number of years and 
Consistency of participation. 

c.	 The optimum number keeps permits available to the public, I am against one 

person fishing two permits, and limiting the public’s ability to purchase permits 

and participate. I am for two permits on one boat to help the younger people to 

enter the fisheries and save up for a vessel. 

d.	 Alaska Residency Especially on the Kenai Peninsula. Out of the Drift fleet of over 

500 permits; 80% 411 permits are held by !laskan’s with most of them local to 

the area. Out of the Set Net permits of over 700; 83% or 600 plus are Alaskan 

residents and most of them local to the area and community. We do not have 

record of the residents who are Alaska Native; I have at least 5 friends that are 

Alaska Native that fish in UCI. There are no data as to how many are Alaska 

Native.  My wife is also Alaska Native and a permit holder, our Children are 

Alaska Native and fish with us, and will eventually hold the permits and fish.  

Only Western Alaska has a greater level of participation. 

e.	 Creating stability will add value to the Permits, and Vessels and give income for 

vessel repair, and upgrading lifesaving equipment; such as Life Rafts which have 

an exemption from the USCG. Financial restraints for income have led to these 
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compromises of safety and equipment care. It will also help in the Aging of the 

Fleet for our children and youth getting involved in the fisheries. 

f.	 Displacement of commercial fishers from the UCI fisheries with residents from 

the major cities because of their so called right needs to be corrected with law 

and order. That thinking is the same as what has displaced Alaska Natives from 

preference to game, fish and land. Let that preference to Commercial Fishing 

Permits be removed if you restore an Alaska Native preference to fish and 

game, and open up another homestead act for all Alaska Natives. 

Call the Local Area Biologist and talk with them in each area before you travel there. (907) 

262-9368 

I encourage you to call the Local area biologists as you travel the state. 

One issue that should be addressed is the range of escapements; which should vary from 

700,000 to 1,200,000 in a cycle. Your current suggestions for small escapements on small 

runs and large escapements on large runs are disrupting to biological diversity and river and 

lake management. If you have large runs like we have been having you put large 

escapements in the river which now have been in excess of 6 years in a row. Please stop this 

and follow the recommendations of the Area Biologists. 

I would like to challenge all future Chair leaders on the BOF to exclude their vote on political 

and personal voting and defer it to the Local Area Biologists. If the Area Manager for the 

State stays out of allocation issues so should the Chair. The BOF is political appointed and 

the fisheries needs to stay managed on science. The Chair will set the attitude and 

professional standard that needs to be set by seeking the advice from the local area. 

Conservation Theory requires for everything to line up and to be in order and follow law. 

Please read the laws that are in place. 

I will miss the opening for testimony at the upcoming BOF meetings for Upper Cook Inlet but 

will be there when you deliberate. I look forward to talking with you also. I have 

communicated with Israel Payton and appreciate Robert Ruffners email address being 

available. I specifically enjoyed Israel’s visit to the Kenai Peninsula and talking with all user 

groups. He asked me for my perspective on what is happening. 

I hope I have given you my views on the Law and History and practicality and what is best 

for all of our residence. 

David Hillstrand 
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Donald Johnson 

36160 Schultz Street 
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 
907 262 7893 
donaldjohnson@alaska.net 

#87--- Amend Central District Drift Gillnet Fishery Management Plan to

 maximize commercial harvest of sockeye salmon, as follows: The Central 
District Drift Gillnet Plan desires to maximize the killing and selling of fish attempting 
to migrate up Cook Inlet. The plan should desire to maximize adequate escapement 
of salmon into our freshwater rivers and streams. Maximizing a commercial harvest 
is not the correct way to write a fisheries management plan. This plan should be 
changed to maximize freshwater escapement of salmon. Directing management to 
(minimize the commercial harvest of Northern District and Kenai River Coho
 while providing sport reasonable opportunity) is a backwards and crazy way to 
attempt to manage fish. It would be like trying to control crime by encouraging police 
to hit everyone they meet up side the head while minimizing the number of people 
they send to the hospital! It is not reasonable to direct management to minimize the 
harvest of any fish that swim along-side each other when using commercial gill 
nets. With gillnets you cannot maximize the commercial harvest of fish 
swimming beside sport fish allocated Kenai River Coho, and still providing anglers 
a reasonable opportunity to harvest. The current Central District Plan is an exercise 
in "double talk" because it desires to catch all the salmon while allowing all the 
salmon to also escape! I say the BOF should amend the plan to get the commercial 
drift net fleet off all the stocks that the plan looks to offer a reasonable opportunity to 
sport fishermen. This plan is looking to do the impossible by trying to do fisheries 
brain surgery with a fisheries baseball bat. I reject proposal 87 because the

 current plan should be thrown out and a new one created which actually

 stands a chance of minimizing the accidental killing of kings and silvers. 

#88--- Remove restrictions to the commercial drift gillnet fishery, so that the

 fishery would occur during two inlet-wide fishing periods based on test fishery

 and escapement data. 

I reject proposal 88 because we have no way of knowing the king salmon

 impact from this kind of an expanded drift gillnet fisheries. 

#89--- Repeal and readopt Central District Drift Gillnet Fishery Management

 Plan with the amended plan removing mandatory time and area restrictions 

mailto:/O=SOA/OU=FIRST ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=GEHAIGHT
mailto:glenn.haight@alaska.gov
mailto:donaldjohnson@alaska.net
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 from July 1–August 15. 

I reject proposal 89 because it would increase the accidental commercial killing

 of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#90--- Remove restrictions on the commercial drift gillnet fishery from July 1–31

 and manage the drift gillnet fishery based on in season salmon abundance 

I reject proposal 90 because it would increase the accidental commercial killing

 of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#91--- Remove area restrictions imposed on the commercial drift gillnet fishery

 during July 9–15 and 16– 31 time period. 

I reject proposal 89 because it would increase the accidental commercial killing

 of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#92--- Restrict commercial drift gillnet fishery to the Expanded Corridor and

 Drift Gillnet Area 1 from August 1–15. 

I feel it is important to get as many Coho Salmon to the rivers of Upper Cook 
Inlet as possible. 
I support proposal 92 because it would allow more coho salmon to reach their

 native rivers and streams. 

#93--- Amend preamble of management plan and restrict commercial drift

 gillnet fishery to the Expanded Corridor and Drift Gillnet Area 1 from August 1

15. 

While I do support getting more Coho Salmon to the northern district streams, I do not 
support it at the determent of returning Coho to the Kenai and Kasilof rivers. 
I REJECT PROPOSAL 93. 

#94--- Remove the one-percent rule, as referenced to both the set and drift

 gillnet fisheries, from the Drift Gillnet Management Plan. 

I feel the 1% rule has worked very well in getting Kenai River returning King Salmon 
into the river and should not be changed. 
I REJECT PROPOSAL 94. 

#95--- Restrict commercial drift gillnet fishery to the Expanded Corridors and

 Drift Gillnet Area 1 from August 1–15. 

The Kenai and Kasilof coho and king stocks are depleted enough, there is no reason 
to allow the drift fleet to depleted them even more. 
I REJECT PROPOSAL 95 

-----------------------------------------------. 

#96--- Allow commercial fishing with drift gillnets in all waters of the Central

 District, except the Kenai and Kasilof Sections, from August 16 until closed by

 emergency order. 

I REJECT 96 and the only way I would support it is IF the increased amount of

 drift gillnet time were subtracted from the set gillnet time in the Central

 District. 

#97--- Repeal the drift and set gillnet one-percent rules that apply to from 
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 August 1–15. 

I reject and disagree with proposal 97 because it is completely illogical

 attempting to abandon the gillnet 1% rule from Aug. 1-15. This kind of change

 would only insure that what remains of our Kenai & Kasilof silver stocks would

 be devastated while comm. fish chases after every last remaining sockeye

 salmon. 

#98--- Reduce sport fishery bag limit for Coho salmon on the west side of Cook

 Inlet and close drift gillnet fishing in Areas 3 and 4 for remainder of season if

 Coho salmon sport fishing is restricted or closed in the Little Susitna River. 

I support proposal 98 attempting to close down comm. fishing when sport

 fishing is closed down in the Little Susitna. 

#99--- Amend management plan to remove all restrictions and manage the

 commercial set gillnet fishery to harvest surplus Kasilof River sockeye salmon. 

This proposal would devastate the numbers of returning Kenai and Kasilof King 
Salmon and is not viable. 
I do not support proposal 99 because it would only serve to increase the

 accidental killing of even more Kenai and Kasilof King Salmon when our kings

 are already extremly depleted. 

#100--- Open the commercial set gillnet fishery in the Kasilof Section as early

 as June 20 if the department estimates 50,000 sockeye salmon will be in the

 Kasilof River before June 25. 

I reject proposal 100 because it would increase the accidental commercial

 killing of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#101--- Allow commercial fishing with set gillnets within 600 feet of shore in the

 Kasilof Section, with fishing time occurring 600 feet or less offshore not

 subject to the hourly restrictions in the Kenai River Late-Run Sockeye Salmon

 Management Plan. 

I reject proposal 101 because it would increase the accidental commercial

 killing of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#102--- Amend management plan to allow commercial fishing with set gillnet

 gear in the Kasilof Section within one-half mile of shore and eliminate the

 provision allowing commercial fishing with set gillnet gear only within 600 feet

 of shore in the Kasilof Section. 

This proposal is much like the previous one, #101. Increasing the fishing area for

 set gillnets from 600 to one-half mile off shore would kill a great many more

 king salmon. I reject proposal 102 because it would increase the accidental

 commercial killing of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#103--- Add a 24-hour no fishing window on Tuesday in the Kasilof Section

 through July 7 and adopt mandatory no fishing windows in the Kasilof River

 Special Harvest Area after July 7. 

This proposal would aid in returning numbers of King Salmon to the Kasilof and Kenai 
Rivers. That would be a good thing. 
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I support proposal 103 because it would increase the number of king salmon

 being able to reach their native rivers and streams. 

#104--- Reduce the closed fishing period or “window” and increase additional

 fishing time with set gillnet gear in the Kasilof Section prior to July 9. 

I reject proposal 104 because it would increase the accidental commercial

 killing of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#105--- Allow commercial fishing with set gillnet gear in the North Kalifonsky

 Beach statistical area (NKB - stat area 244-32) when the upper end of the

 Kasilof sockeye salmon escapement goal range is projected to be exceeded. 

This proposal would increase Comm Fish Set Net opportunity to the determent of 
Kenai River King Salmon numbers entering the Kenai River. 
I reject proposal 105 because it would increase the accidental commercial

 killing of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#106--- Replace the optimum escapement goal with the sustainable escapement

 goal for Kasilof River sockeye salmon. 

I reject proposal 106 because it would reduce Kasilof sockeye escapement

 goal. The Kasilof sockeye escapement should be increased NOT decreased.

 The Kasilof sockeye escapement goal should be increased UNLESS an

 increase results in additional comm. sockeye fishing time off the Kasilof River. 

#107--- Replace the optimum escapement goal with a sustainable escapement

 goal for Kasilof River sockeye salmon. 

Same as #106.I reject proposal 107 because it would reduce Kasilof sockeye

 escapement goal. The Kasilof sockeye escapement should be increased NOT

 decreased. The Kasilof sockeye escapement goal should be increased

 UNLESS an increase results in additional comm. sockeye fishing time off the

 Kasilof River. 

#108--- Replace the optimum escapement goal with the current biological

 escapement goal for Kasilof River sockeye salmon. 

Again this is the same as #106. I reject proposal 108 because it

 would reduce Kasilof sockeye escapement goal. The Kasilof sockeye

 escapement should be increased NOT decreased. The Kasilof sockeye

 escapement goal should be increased UNLESS an increase results in

 additional comm. sockeye fishing time off the Kasilof River. 

#109--- Provide clarification on the use of gear in the Kasilof River Special

 Harvest Area (KRSHA) for individuals who hold two Cook Inlet set gillnet

 Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission (CFEC) limited entry permits. 

This proposal sounds reasonable. 
I SUPPORT PROPOSAL 109 

#110--- Allow a Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission limited entry permit

 holder to commercial fish in the Kasilof River Special Harvest Area with one

 gillnet per limited entry permit held. 
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I SUPPORT PROPOSAL 110 

#111--- Allow a Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission limited entry permit

 holder to commercial fish in the Kasilof River Special Harvest Area with one

 set gillnet per limited entry permit held. 

I SUPPORT PROPOSAL 111 

#112--- Allow holders of two Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission set

 gillnet limited entry permits to fish two set gillnets in the Kasilof River Special

 Harvest Area. 

I reject proposal 112 because the use of two gillnets fishing the Kasilof Special

 Harvest Area increases the accidental commercial killing of even more king

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#113--- Remove restrictions on the amount of drift or set gillnet gear a vessel

 may have on board within the Kasilof River Special Harvest Area. 

I reject proposal 113 allowing vessels to carry extra nets onboard because it

 only encourages the illegal use of excess gear in the water. Excess gear only

 increases the accidental commercial killing of even more king salmon from the

 Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#114--- Require all nets, buoys, ropes and anchoring devices to be removed

 from the Kasilof River Special Harvest Area when this area is closed to

 commercial fishing. 

I agree with proposal 114 because it would help reduce the mass of garbage

 fishing gear in our public waters and also help increase the accidental

 commercial killing of even more king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#115--- Define the boundary that separates set gillnet from drift gillnet gear in

 the Kasilof River Special Harvest Area (KRSHA), and define the outside

 boundaries of the KRSHA. 

I support proposal 115 because it would help reduce conflicts between gear

 types. Gear conflicts only work to increase the waste of fish. 

#116--- Review the optimum escapement goal (OEG) and in river goals for Kenai

 River late-run sockeye salmon. 

I reject proposal 116 because removing the in river escapement goals from the

 Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plans may simplify things but it would

 also further assist our ADF&G in forgetting that they are managing to get fish

 into rivers and streams, not just Cook Inlet. Removing in river goals would only

 help increase the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. These escapement goals are

 meaningless when the ADF&G counts Kenai pink salmon as if they are Kenai

 sockeye salmon. The ADF&G needs "get honest" and confirm their sonar

 counts with their fish wheel and stop pretending that pink salmon are sockeye

 salmon. 

#117--- Amend the Kenai River Late-Run Sockeye Salmon Management Plan to 
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 remove the optimum escapement goal for Kenai River late-run sockeye

 salmon. 

I reject117 because our ADF&G may be mis-counting our salmon on the Kenai

 River, but dumping the late run sockeye plan optimum goal would just make

 that problem worse. 

#118--- Remove the optimum escapement goal for Kenai River late-run sockeye

 salmon and add the guided sport fishery to the list of fisheries managed under

 the plan. 

I reject 118 because our ADF&G may be mis-counting our salmon on the Kenai

 River, but dumping the late run sockeye plan optimum goal would just make

 that problem worse. 

#119--- Amend management plan to achieve in river goal range of 850,000– 

1,050,000 late-run sockeye salmon at run strengths less than 2.3 million

 sockeye salmon and 950,000–1,150,000 late-run sockeye salmon at run

 strengths greater than 2.3 million sockeye salmon. 

All this proposal does is muddy up the current management escapement goal. 
I reject 119 because it only attempts to confuse our current sockeye

 escapement on the Kenai River. 

#120--- Decrease the in river goal ranges for late-run Kenai River sockeye

 salmon by 100,000 fish and limit the bag and possession of sockeye salmon to

 three per day and three in possession in the Kenai River sport fishery. 

I reject 120 because it is just attempting to reallocate sockeye from sport fish to

 commercial fish. 

#121--- Repeal and readopt management plan to remove the optimum

 escapement goal, mandatory restrictions and closed fishing periods or

 “windows”, and specify that management will be based on the abundance of

 late-run Kenai River sockeye salmon. 

I reject proposal 121 because the removal of optimum goals and closed comm.

 fishing periods would increases the accidental commercial killing of even more

 king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#122--- Remove mandatory closed fishing periods or "windows" from the Upper

 Sub district commercial set gillnet fishery. 

Both of these proposals are basically the same and are greed driven by Comm Fish 
Set Netters. We need Escapement Goals to ensure the survival of our salmon 
species and we need Comm Fish closure "windows" to ensure that Kenai River 
bound King Salmon make it into the river. Only common sense! 
I reject proposal 122 because the removal of optimum goals and closed comm.

 fishing periods would increases the accidental commercial killing of even more

 king salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#123--- Repeal and readopt the management plan to allow for the commercial

 harvest of surplus pink salmon in the Upper Sub district with set and drift

 gillnet gear. 
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I reject proposal 123 because increasing the comm. catch of pinks

 would increase the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#124--- Amend the Cook Inlet Pink Salmon Management Plan to remove or

 lower the daily harvest triggers. 

I reject proposal 124 because the removal of the lower triggers would increase

 the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver salmon from the

 Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#125--- Remove mesh size restrictions on set and drift gillnet gear in the

 commercial pink salmon fishery. 

I reject proposal 125 because the removal of the mesh size restriction

 would increase the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#126--- Remove mesh size restrictions on set and drift gillnet gear in the

 commercial pink salmon fishery. 

I reject proposal 126 because the removal of the mesh size restriction

 would increase the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#127--- Remove in river goals from the list of escapement goals in the Upper

 Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan and realign in river and escapement

 goals in the Kenai River Late-Run Sockeye Salmon Management Plan. 

I reject proposal 127 because removing the in river escapement goals from the

 Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plans may simplify things but it would

 also further assist our ADF&G in forgetting that they are managing to get fish

 into rivers and streams, not just Cook Inlet. Removing in river goals would only

 help increase the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#128--- Amend plan to prioritize the need to harvest all surplus salmon stocks

 and to maximize economic yield and the overall benefits from salmon stocks

 managed under the plan. 

I reject proposal 128 because maximizing the kill of Cook Inlet salmon also

 maximizes the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#129--- Amend plan to prioritize the need to harvest all surplus salmon stocks

 and to maximize economic yield and the overall benefits from salmon stocks

 managed under the plan. 

I reject proposal 129 because it is a reallogacation of fish from sport fish to

 commercial fish. It also increases the killing of Cook Inlet salmon while

 maximizing the accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver

 salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#130--- Amend Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan so that fishery 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

----------------------

--------------------

---------------------

-------------------------

-----------------------------

PC18
8 of 14

 restrictions on fully allocated stocks of concern are shared among all user

 groups in proportion to the respective user group harvest of that stock. 

I support 130 if it places the fisheries restrictions and enforcement where most

 of the fish are caught. 

#131--- Define commercial fishing statistical areas in the Upper Sub district set

 gillnet fishery. 

#132--- Move the southwestern-most point of the Expanded Kasilof Section 1.2

 nm west so it aligns with the northwestern-most point of the Expanded Anchor

 Point Section. 

#133--- Allow a single person holding two Commercial Fisheries Entry

 Commission Cook Inlet drift gillnet limited entry permits to operate 200

 fathoms of drift gillnet gear. 

I reject proposal 131-133 because they all work to increase the accidental

 commercial killing of even more king and silver salmon from the Kenai &

 Kasilof Rivers. 

#134--- Remove restrictions in the Upper Sub district commercial set gillnet

 fishery and allow for regular weekly fishing periods through July 20 with

 additional fishing periods based on in season abundance. 

I reject proposal 134 because it works to increase the accidental commercial

 killing of even more king and silver salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#135--- Redefine sections and manage the commercial set gillnet fishery in the

 Upper Sub district with three sections with staggered opening dates.

 This proposal will lead to confusion and much extra effort by all involved. 
I reject proposal 135 because it makes commercial fishing even more difficult

 to enforce therefore increasing the accidental commercial killing of even more

 king and silver salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#136--- Allow commercial fishing with set gillnets in the North Kalifonsky Beach

 (NKB), statistical area 244-32, within 660 feet of shore with shallow nets only,

 when the Kasilof Section is open, on or after July 8. 

I reject proposal 136 because attempts to increase the accidental commercial

 killing of even more king and silver salmon from the Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#137--- Remove “one-percent rule”, where the commercial set gillnet fishery will

 close after July 31, if less than one percent of the season’s total sockeye is

 harvested in two consecutive fishing periods. 

#138--- Remove the one-percent rule that applies to the commercial set gillnet

 fishery in the Upper Sub district after July 31 so that the set gillnet fishery will

 close August 15 and be managed using regular fishing periods from August 11

 through August 15. 

#139--- Repeal the one-percent rule, as it applies to the Upper Sub district set

 gillnet fishery so that the set gillnet fishery will close August 15. 

I reject proposal 137-139 because the 1% is the only thing preventing the

 ADF&G and commercial fishing from accidentally killing all of our kings and

 silvers. 
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#140--- Allow a set gillnet to be up to 45 fathoms in length and a Commercial

 Fisheries Entry Commission limited entry permit holder to operate up to 135

 fathoms of set gillnet gear when commercial fishing with set gillnets 29

 meshes or less in depth. 

I reject proposal 140 because increased mesh depth will only increase the

 accidental commercial killing of even more king and silver salmon from the

 Kenai & Kasilof Rivers. 

#141--- Limit the depth of all set gillnet gear in Upper Subdistrict of the Central

 District to no more than 29 meshes deep. 

I support proposal 141 because it might save a few of our kings from

 being accidentally commercial killed. 

#142--- Close waters within one statute mile of the terminus of Kustatan, Drift,

 and Big rivers, and Bachatna Creek; as measured from mean lower low water,

 to commercial fishing. 

I support proposal 142 because it might save a few of our kings from

 being accidentally commercial killed. 

#143--- Increase the amount of smelt that may be taken in the Cook Inlet

 commercial smelt fishery from 100 tons to 200 tons annually. 

I reject proposal 143 because the increased killing of our smelt will only help

 reduce the prey available for our king and silver salmon which are

 already starving to death because of excess commercial fishing. 

#144--- Require that when proxy fishing in Upper Cook Inlet, once a bag limit is

 taken the next legal bag limit must be retained. 

I SUPPORT PROPOSAL 144 

#145--- Allow only barbless hooks in Upper Cook Inlet flowing waters closed to

 salmon fishing. 

I SUPPORT PROPOSAL 145 

#146--- Require the use of circle hooks when fishing for sockeye salmon. 

I reject proposal 146 because it is crazy and prevent all sportfish from catching

 sockeye salmon. 

#147--- Start the Kenai River early-run king salmon fishery as an unbaited,

 single-hook, artificial lure, no retention fishery. 

#150--- Start the Kenai River king salmon sport fisheries as unbaited, single-

hook, artificial lure, no retention. 

I reject proposal 147-150 because locking the early run king fishery into these

 restrictions would tie the ADF&G's hands when king runs rebound. 

#148--- Rewrite the Kenai River and Kasilof River Early-run King Salmon

 Management Plan to redefine early-run stocks and establish age- and sex-

based escapement goal. 
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I reject proposal 148 because managing river escapements for sex and age is

 an attempt to micro-manage minor freshwater issues while ignoring major

 saltwater issues. 

#149--- Revise Kenai River and Kasilof River Early-run King Salmon

 Management Plan. 

I support 149 because if these plans are revised along with an effort to revise

 our saltwater management plans, which happen to be starving our salmon to

 death. 

#151--- Repeal barbless hook provisions in Lower Kenai River. 

I support 151 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#152--- Expand the dates to prohibit back trolling and tie to prohibition of bait. 

I reject152 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#153--- . Prohibit fishing for king salmon from markers 300 yards below Slikok

 Creek upstream to Skilak Lake. 

I reject153 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#154--- Expand the waters of the Kenai River closed to fishing for king salmon. 

#155--- Expand the waters of the Kenai River closed to fishing for king salmon. 

I reject 154-155 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#156--- Replace slot limit for Kenai River king salmon with maximum size limit

 to prohibit retention of king salmon greater than 42 inches in length. 

Current slot limit regulations work great. Have not been able to fish for King Salmon 
in the Kenai River for 3yrs in May and 2 1/2yrs in June so it is redundant. 
I reject 156 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#157--- Modify the annual limit of king salmon from the Kenai River to two fish,

 only one taken prior to July 1. 

I reject 157 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#158--- Modify the annual limit of two king salmon for the Kenai River to include

 only one large fish. 

#166--- Modify season dates and area for Kenai River late-run king salmon

 management. July 8 – July 31: 1 per day, 1 in possession 

I reject 154-155 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#159--- Extend the time that the slot limit for Kenai River king salmon is in 
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 effect. 

I reject159 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#160--- Prohibit the use of bait in the late-run Kenai river king salmon fishery

 until escapement goals have been met. 

#163--- Prohibit bait on runs less than 22,000 and eliminate 12-hour fishing

 period restriction. 

I reject160-163 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#161--- Start the Kenai River king salmon sport fisheries as unbaited, single-

hook, artificial lure, no retention. 

According to current management plan, this would also close the Comm Fish Set 
Nets. 
I reject proposal 161 because locking the early run king fsihery into these

 restrictions would tie the ADF&G's hands when king runs rebound. 

#162--- Establish an Optimum Escapement Goal (OEG) of 15,000 – 40,000. 

I support 162 because we should be increasing king goals not reducing them. 

#164--- Repeals and readopts the Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon

 Management Plan. 

#165--- Decrease the trigger for management actions on Kenai River late-run

 king salmon from 22,500 to 16,500. 

I reject 164-165 because reducing the triggers would only further tie the

 ADF&G's hands when king runs rebound. 

#167--- Close the Kenai River personal use fishery when the late-run king

 salmon sport fishery is closed. 

I reject 167 because personal use has a higher priority than sport fish use. 

#168--- Remove restrictions to the Kenai River sport and personal use fisheries

 and the Upper Sub district commercial set gillnet fishery in July and August. 

#169--- Remove restrictions to the Kenai River sport and personal use fisheries

 and the Upper Sub district commercial set gillnet fishery in July and August 

I reject168- 169 because they are excessively vage and therefore meaningless.

 Remove what restrictions? 

#170--- Reconsider “paired” restrictions to the Kenai River sport and personal

 use fisheries and the Upper Sub district commercial set gillnet fishery. 

#171--- Remove the commercial set gillnet fishery in the Kasilof Section from

 “paired” restrictions in the Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon Management

 Plan. 

#172--- Remove “paired” restrictions in the Kenai River sport and personal use

 fisheries and the Upper Sub district commercial set gillnet fishery. 

#173--- Decrease the projected in river run goal of late-run king salmon to

 19,000 fish and remove the Upper Sub district commercial set gillnet fishery 
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 from “paired” restrictions. 

#174--- Remove provisions (e)(3)(A)(i) and (ii) that restrict the number and/or

 depth of commercial set gillnets fished by a Commercial Fisheries Entry

 Commission limited entry permit holder in the Upper  Sub district if the use of

 bait is prohibited in the Kenai River sport fishery. 

#175--- Clarify the length and depth of set gillnets that may be used in the

 Upper Sub district commercial salmon fishery, if the use of bait is prohibited in

 the Kenai River sport fishery. 

#176--- Allow commercial set gillnet fishing periods in the Kenai and Kasilof

 sections to be managed separately, with regard to “paired” restrictions, if the

 use of bait is prohibited in the Kenai River sport fishery. 

#177--- Allow commercial fishing periods in the Kasilof and Kenai/East

 Forelands sections to be opened separately, with regard to “paired”

 restrictions, if the use of bait is prohibited in the Kenai River sport fishery. 

I reject proposal 170-181 because they attempt to increase the accidental

 commercial killing of even more king and silver salmon from the Kenai &

 Kasilof Rivers. 

#180--- Establish two Kenai River riparian habitat areas equal to approximately

 nine-tenths of a mile that will be closed to fishing from shore within 10 feet of

 the waterline from July 1 – August 15. 

I reject 180 because excessive freshwater regulation has already resulted when

 our salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#182--- Prohibit all guiding from 6 p.m. to 6 a.m., as follows: Local residents

 and unguided non-guided anglers would then have a fair chance to access the

 sockeye salmon fishery before 6:00 a.m. or after 6:00 p.m. 

#185---Modify language referencing fishing from guide boats on the Kenai River

 to include all guided fishing. 

I reject 182 because excessive freshwater regulation has already resulted when

 our salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#183--- Allow guided anglers to fish from a guide boat on the Kenai River on

 Mondays in August. 

At that time of year there are still many tourists in Alaska and on the Kenai 
Peninsula. They bring much needed money to our cities and communities, why not 
let them fish on Mondays in August too? 
#184--- Relax guiding restrictions when king salmon fishing is closed by

 emergency order. 

I support 183-184 because excessive freshwater regulation has already

 resulted when our salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#186--- Only barbless hooks allowed in the Kenai River upstream of the Lower

 Killey River. 

I support 186. 

#187--- Allow only barbless, unbaited, single-hook gear on the Kenai River from

 January 1 – August 1. 
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#188--- Allow only one single-hook or one single-hook lure. 

I DO NOT support 187-188 because excessive freshwater regulation has already

 resulted when our salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#189--- Allow fishing from shore after harvesting a bag limit of Coho salmon. 

#190--- Expand the waters open to fishing after harvesting a bag limit of Coho

 salmon in the lower Kenai River. 

#191--- Kenai River Coho salmon bag limit from two fish to three. 

I support 189-191 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when

 our salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#192--- Shorten the Kenai River Coho season by closing October 31. 

Having read all four of these proposals I feel that I agree with them and that they 
would not place to great a harvest issue upon these fish. 
I reject 192 because excessive freshwater regulation has resulted when our

 salmon resource problems are in the saltwater. 

#193--- Create an archery fishery for sockeye salmon in a section of the

 Russian River. 

I reject 193 because there isn't a compelling reason for the change. 

#194--- Create a size limit for lake trout in Hidden Lake, as follows: In Hidden

 Lake, the bag and possession limit for lake trout is one fish under 16 inches of

 length. I reject 194 because there isn't a compelling reason for the change 

#195--- Remove the commissioner’s emergency order authority to extend the

 Kenai River personal use fishery hour. 

#196--- Prohibit dip nets from being attached to a vessel, as follows: Dip nets

 operated from a boat may not in any way be physically attached to the boat.

 They must be operated by hand. 

#197--- Prohibit dip netting from a vessel that is not anchored in the Kenai and

 Kasilof river personal use fisheries, as follows: 

In the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers boats carrying personal use dip netters must be

 anchored. 

#198--- Prohibit webbing in personal use dip nets that exceeds 2.5 inch

 stretched measure. 

#199--- Prohibit dip netting on the Kasilof River from a vessel with a motor on

 board greater than 10 horsepower. 

I DO NOT support 195-199 because they attempt to reallocate fish from sport

 fish to the commercial fishing use. 

#200--- Amend the number of king salmon that may be retained in the Upper

 Cook Inlet personal use fishery to 10 king salmon under 20 inches. 

I DO NOT SUPPORT 200. I reject 200 because it is a reallocation of fish while

 ignoring the reason for the smaller king salmon. Our king salmon are

 starving at sea and this proposal attempt to sweep these starving king under-

the-rug. 
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#201--- Amend the area open to dip netting from shore in the Kenai River

 personal use dip net fishery. 

I support 201 

#202--- Extend the Cook Inlet personal use dip net fisheries to the 2nd Sunday

 of August. 

#203--- Extend season and liberalize the bag limit in the Kenai River personal

 use fishery when the sonar estimate is projected to exceed 1.2 million sockeye

 salmon. 

#204--- Extend the boundary of the Kenai River personal use dip net boat

 fishery upstream to Cunningham Park. 

I support 202-204 

#205--- Allow shore-based personal use dip netting in the Kenai River upstream

 to Skilak Lake. 

I reject 205 because it will result in a reallocation of fisheries. 

#206--- Create an area upstream of the Kenai River personal use fishery where

 recording and fin clip requirements are waived for fish that have not been off

 loaded. I support 206 

#207--- Amend the boundary description language for the area open to dip

 netting in the Kasilof River personal use salmon fishery. 

I SUPPORT PROPOSAL 207. 

#208--- Allow 10 Dolly Varden/Arctic char per household in Cook Inlet Personal

 Use Fisheries. 

I DO NOT AGREE WITH OR SUPPORT PROPOSAL 208. 

Thank you for reviewing my testimony regarding these Upper Cook

 Inlet Proposals. 

Donald Johnson 

36160 Schultz Street 

Soldotna, Alaska 99669 

907 262 7893 

donaldjohnson@alaska.net 

mailto:donaldjohnson@alaska.net
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Erik Barnes 
45915 Kenai Spur Hwy 

Kenai, AK 99611 

928-713-5786 

etbarnes@msn.com 

To the Members of the Board of Fish (2017), 

The enclosed leaflet, King Salmon In The Kenai - Numbers to Consider, is a consolidation ofADF&G numbers 
from annual reports and research papers. 

These numbers tell the story of how after 3 eight year cycles, we have an almost complete collapse of the early king 
mn and appear to be moving rapidly that way with the late mn too. 

To arrive at these dismal numbers we have i~nored the fo1lowing: 

1. 	 CARRYING CAPACITY 

471,274 angler days were fished in the Kenai & Russian Rivers in 2013. 

137,963 of those angler days were below the bridge. 

The Kenai Watershed Forum recorded at peak, 700 outboard motor boats were operating 
simultaneously below Skilak Lake (2008-2010). 
90% of early run was caught in 1988. 

2. FISHING IN SPAWNING GROUNDS 

The Kenai River is one ofthe very few rivers where this is allowed to happen. 

3. 	THE REAL RESULTS OF HOOK & RELEASE 

The ADF &G studies show that 5-10% of chinook caught and released die within the first 5 days, 16-18% 
out-migrated, but only 40% spawned. And it get worse. 

Fish entering the river are on an energy budget, are no longer feeding, and spend an average of32 days 
making the metabolic changes necessary for spawning. They use 57% more energy in fresh water than they do for 

ocean migration. They are completely exhausted each time they are dragged to the boat. 

Of the 40% that spawned, were they able to dig nests deep enough? What is the survival rate of the spawn? 

4. FISHERY INDUCED GENETIC SELECTION (Trophy Fishing) 
The results are: 

I. The returning fish are smaller in size as we see with the loss of 6 & 7 ocean fish. 

2. The returning fish are younger, hence the increase in number of I & 2 ocean fish (Jacks). 
All of these have occurred. 

I will be spending my two minutes before the Board talking about Hook & Release. If the opportunity arises I 
would be glad to spend whatever time available on any of the other numbers. 

Thanks for giving these numbers some consideration. 

Erik Barnes 

mailto:etbarnes@msn.com
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grounds and concentrated fishing pressure at "fishing holes" 
causes stress. 

Long staging times averaging 33 days (up to 67)49 50 in the Kenai 
River mainstem adds exposure to Kenai River mainstem and 
tributary-spawning Kings. 

From 2008-2010, the Kenai Watershed Forum recorded at peak 
more than 700 outboard motor boats running the Kenai River 
below Skilak Lake simultaneously.51 

EAST SIDE SETNET EFFECT 
Early-run. The Kenai-East Forelands section (Kenai River 

area and north) of Eastside Setnetters has not fished the 
early-run at all in 30 years (1985).52 Their season doesn't start 
until July 8 at the earliest.53 

On years when Kasilof sockeye are running abundantly and 
early, the Kasilof section of the Eastside Setnet area 
sometimes will have fishing opportunity during last ten days of 
June.54 ADF&G describes their catch of returning early-run 

Kings as "insjgnjficant. "55 

Genetic stock identification of Kenai tributary-bound Kings 
harvested by all Eastside Setnetters combined averaged .004 
over the entire 2010-2013 seasons.56 

Eastside Setnetters objectively are neither the cause or nor a 
contributing factor to the decline of the early-run King fishery. 

On any year, the only significant harvests of the early-run Kenai 
Kings are by in-river sportfishmen. 

Late-run. In 2013, all of the East Side Setnetters' late-run King 
harvest contributed .5% (½ percent) to the value of their 
sockeye salmon fishing harvest.57 

Of the total King harvest by Eastside Setnet fishermen, 31 .3% 
were bound for river systems other than the Kenai River 
according to a four-year genetic stock identification study.58 59 

According to an ADF&G genetic stock identification study, in 
2013, Eastside Setnetters' catch of late-run Kenai Kings 
5-years-old and older (large enough to be counted by the 
Didson counter in-river60) was 3.5% of the total run.61 

The Eastside Setnetter's catch of jack 3- and 4-year-old Kings 

was 6.9% of the total late-run. 62 

The sportfish daily limit on jack Kings less than 20 inches long 
(3 year-olds) is 10 per day.63 

Adding 3.5% + 6.9%, Eastside Setnetters caught 10.4% of the 
late-run Kenai Kings in 2013. 

All v1 .7 ci tations includ,ing relevant excerpts and links: https://goo.gl/nmOV6N 
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KING SALMON IN THE KENAI 

Numbers to Consider 

LATE RUt!I KINGS 1HZ 2013 

In-river run strength 63,5501 17,0152 

Average size 34 lb3 15 lbs4 

Escapement 50,3275 15,3956 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 	 9%7 66%8 

49%9 88%' 10Males % of total run 

* Setnet index 

Late-run Kings arrive to the Kenai River after June 30.11 

There were 471,274 angler days fished in the Kenai and 
Russian Rivers in 2013.12 The Kenai River downstream of the 
Soldotna Bridge (river mile 21) is the most heavily fished part of 
the Kenai River by an order of magnitude.13 

More late-run Kings spawn below the Soldotna Bridge than in 
any other section.14 

l:iABI.Y B!.!N KINGS 1jll ~ 

In-river run strength 25,64315 2,03816 

Escapement 	 12,36217 2,033° 18 

*Did not make the minimum optimum escapement goal of 5,300.19 

ADF&G early run Kenai Kings are counted from May 15 to June 
30.20 

On average mainstem and tributary spawners mill in-river for 33 
days, with a range up to 67 days.21·22 

The Bendock catch-and-release mortality study estimated 70% 
of early-run Kings were available to in-river, sportfish harvest in 
July.23 

A 2010-2013 tagging study showed that as late as July 31 , more 
than 30% of tagged fish detected in open-to-fishing waters 
above Slikok Creek on the Kenai River were early-run, mainstem 

24spawners.

http:5,300.19
http:section.14
http:magnitude.13
https://goo.gl/nmOV6N
http:study.58
http:harvest.57
http:seasons.56
http:earliest.53
http:1985).52
http:simultaneously.51
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caught by sportfishermen in 1988. 5,946 (73% of escapement) of 
those were caught-and-released.25 

PRODUCTIVITY 
Each run is composed of Kings of mixed parent (brood) years 
from 2 to 8 years earlier. 

Jacks may be defined as young, sexually mature 3 or 4 year-old 
males that return to spawn earlier than the females of their brood 
year. In a 1984 study, 4-year-old early-run Kenai Kings were 27 
inches in length and smaller, averaging 22 inches in total length.27 

Kings have narrow-sense (strongly inherited) heredity traits 
including 1) age-at-maturity and 2) size-at-age.28 

Older, larger female Kings are more productive and may produce 
more than 4 times more eggs than smaller, younger 
Kings,2930 e.g., 4,200 versus 17,200 eggs.29 

In 1988, ADF&G estimated an early-run return of 57 8 year-old 
Kenai Kings, 2,279 7 year-olds, and 15,077 6 year-olds.31 

The nest of a large female King may be as deep as 2.5 feet and 
larger than 150 square feet. 32 

Because age-at-maturity is strongly inherited, in general, young 
jacks return more jacks.33 Larger, older Kings at maturity beget 
larger, older Kings at maturity.3435 

Changing fish population structure to younger, smaller fish can 
lead to decreased reproductive potential , lower reproductive 
rates, loss of yield, increased variability in abundance, and 
fishery collapse.36 

The energy budget required for metabolic changes necessary for 
living in fresh water, migration, and spawning for Kings is visibly 
observable in changes in color and teeth during this phase. 

CONTRIBUTING CAUSES OF DECLINE 

Overfishing and targeting the largest, most 
productive trophy Kings. Targeting large Kings is a key to 
"fisheries induced genetic selection" for younger, smaller, less 
productive returns. 37 

ADF&G Sportfish Division continues to sponsor a trophy (more 
than 55 inches total length), catch-and-keep King fishing contest 
38 even when other conservation measures are being taken, 
e.g., July 2013.39 

M.~®ADF&G Sportfish Division endorses a ..--..~ -----...., 
hook-and-release policy" (42-55 inches) that invites more 
hook-and-release mortality even on years like 2013 when 
early-run minimum threshholds had not been reached.3839 

The slot limit policy combined with the trophy fishing contest 
encourages hook-and-keep retention of all the Kenai River's 
largest, most productive Kings (more than 55 inches long). 

Hook-and-release 5-day mortality. In 1989, ADF&G 

estimated average 5-day mortality for once-caught
and-released Kings at 10.6%.40 

Although an average of 10.6% of the hooked-and-released 
Kings died within 5 days in the 1989 study, only 40% of Kings 
caught, tagged, and released actually spawned.41 

Over three years of continued study, the 1989-91 average 
early-run caught-and-release 5-day mortality was measured at 
7.6%.42 

ADF&G currently assumes a 6.4% catch-and release mortality 
rate, averaging only the 1990-91 studies.43 

Out-migration. In 1989, in addition to 10.6% 5-day mortality, 
another 16% out-migrated the Kenai River after 
catch-and-release, returning to the ocean where they were 
caught or otherwise disappeared.44 

A late-run 2010 tagging study resulted in 18% "drop-outs" or 
Kings that out-migrated the Kenai River after handling.45 

Effective hook-and-release mortality. Adding out-migration 
following catch-and-release to 5-day mortality amounts to a 
1989 "effective mortality" of only once-caught-and-released 
Kings of up to 27%. 

Add twice-hooked-and-released mortality to "effective 
mortality." In the 1989 study, 57% of Kings 
twice-caught-and-released did not survive to spawn.46 

According to ADF&G, in the related 1990 tagging study, Kings 
twice-caught-and-released had half the survival rate and three 
times the river exodus, out-migration rate.47 

Disproportionate fishing pressure. In 2013, ADF&G 
observed that because the Kenai River downstream of the 
Soldotna Bridge is the most heavily utilized mainstem spawning 
area in both historical and recent ADF&G data, closures 
upstream of Slikok Creek have not conserved mainstem 
spawning Kings in proportion to abundance.48 

http:abundance.48
http:spawn.46
http:handling.45
http:disappeared.44
http:studies.43
http:spawned.41
http:10.6%.40
http:collapse.36
http:jacks.33
http:year-olds.31
http:size-at-age.28
http:length.27
http:caught-and-released.25
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3,::3 

61 
38 

!3.. 
31 

II

• 
l l 

:, 

:,0'1) 103-t 
U09 

1.36:. 

l , IS9 

S65 

:u~ 
USO 

L<Jll 

u,: 
445 

6.:?..':10 
47.370 

.e.s-w 
~.9.JO 

13.150 

12.-190 
9.690 

10..1.'.!8 

7,90l 

6.. 161 

830 
670 

.HO 
6:6 ,.. 

-ISSl50 7-U3:' 

37.010 60.J-U 

31.34! Sl.156 
.::1:.;10 36.S37 

16~!4 .::9.839 

O.l·E 
O.Js:: 
0 3~ 

0.4Jll 

0 4~() 
1011 52& 5596 356 88 1.,.:'.-13 -ISS 17.090 6,S!).I 419 19.1'}7 '.15 .36.\ J.4-1.1 
:?Oil JO .... lB 01 .0 17..910 101 95 277H !t.6!.! 0.032 
.'.!0131 001,mul. '\~6 "61 117 0 11 " P.015 U-11 ,. 1:-_395 19 ..711 O~l~ 

A~-,.. ( 1986-!002) 95~ 7.389 513 $1 1'1 308 1..3 17 47..930 11 .997 39.S 35.53& 57.-l:51 OJ?~ 
A,"i.(.::003-.1013) -114 7.0+I 537 1.'.:!5 0 914 1.141 47266 9.3.?.:: 68.:: 37261 57,5)3 0 .3~S 

A•;'!: (1986-'"'013} 154 7.153 5:.S 85 ES 586 1...::t11 47 6~ 10 .946 sos 36.115 57.-175 0.36: 
-coo.hllllt'a

1 Begich, R. "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and Recreational Fisheries Overview ... ," 2014. Fishery 
Management Report No. 13-51 , pg 100 (run strengths) 
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K,r,yu csamatc0oesooe intbk ~klflJ,"' lffl'laa.ll $btn' \\lnch occumd2005-:ool 

~ll~M'plduriJlal}'un!db~tl}'ft'\V\MS IDll pnt,h.twd 


http:lffl'laa.ll
http:Mct.wey10B.n5


PC19
6 of 74

LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,0152 

Average size :Y1 ~lb 15 lbs 

Escapement 50,327 15,395 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9% 66% 

Males % of run 49% 88% * 

* Setnet index 
Table S.-Luc-11111 Kenai R1Ycr Chuiook ;nlmou popula11on data. l 9S6--20Ll 

Deep 
Crt"ek E.1stsidr! Drift 

Sport 
HJ.iv,~, Inm:trRua1 

Sport 
tun·C'\t C3tch-J.nd-

Ytor 
~form, 

H.UY~t• 
Sc-tuet 

H:an:~1} 
G,llm1 

Han·~t' 
Comm 
&Pt.~ 

Kenl.itzc 
EduconOtUl 

PU 
Sub4 Dipnei+ 

Bdow 
Souari 

fatllll.lt<d 
bvSoiur 

Abon 
Sonafr 

~ltJ:~ 
~forulin.:'" 

Sp.l\miu.g 
Ec.c.1eetll<'111 

Tot:u 
Rw1 

H.vn·\t 
Rat, 

1986 37S 13.619 1.100 XD XD :\D XD :\D 6c 140 9,$71 316 5.?.SS1 77.837 0 ].!5 
1987 73 1 1-1536 2.731 XD :\D :\'D 135 l\D 63.550 13,100 123 50.327 81.783 0.38, 
1988 S9'.! 8.834 1.330 ?\"D l\"D :\'D 0 l\D 61.760 19.695 176 41.889 72,816 o..i.::; 
19!9 811 7.498 0 :\"D ?\D ,, 

0 ND 36.370 9.691 88 ~6.5 91 44.711 0 405 
1990 963 .?.$43 373 91 -:SD 13 -:SD :\D 34.200 6.897 69 27..?34 3S.483 0,292 
1991 1.0 23 3.361 145 130 -:SD 28 8 XD ?-."D 38.940 7.903 16 31,021 43,887 0.293 
1991 1.269 7.363 326 50 -:S"D 4 02 0 :\'D 4 1 . .!90 7.556 .?34 34.500 51.700 0.333 
1993 1.700 9.671 -15 1 81 :m n 0 ND 50.210 17 775 4 78 J.J.957 62.1-1.? 0.486 
1994 1,121 10.700 :!76 9 392 XD :SD 47.440 17.S37 )7.? 29,031 59.939 0.5 10 
1995 1.:41 8291 314 15 :\'D il.! l\D 44 .770 12.609 472 31.689 55,355 0.42S 
1996 1.2:3 7.9+1 : 19 31 :-,1) .!95 :---n 4.'.?.790 S. l 12 3?-7 34,341 ).!.:>OJ 0 340 
1997 1.759 7.7SO 293 30 20 )II) 3 64 l\D 41.1 20 1~.755 570 17 795 51.367 04S9 
!99S 1.0 70 3.495 199 35 )II) .!S4 -:SD 4 7. llO 7.515 595 39.000 51, 165 0-"!5] 

~ 1999 602 6501 H S 59 4 )ll) 4 S8 1.170 43.670 12.4!5 6S2 30,563 52,839 0_4:!2 
2000 631 1531 16: 27 6 :SD 41 0 SJ! 4 7,440 H .391 4 99 31.550 52,03$ 0.374 
:!001 552 4.128 371 so s ~ 638 1.336 53 .610 15,144 s:s 37,641 60,724 0 380 
!00:! 256 6.511 1-19 IS 6 ),'!) 606 1.929 56.600 10.678 665 45.457 66.37! 0.315 
2003 120 10.174 744 SJ 11 :\'D 1.016 S23 S5.I IO 16.1 20 1. 803 67.187 9S.052 0.31 5 
l~ 996 14.897 916 218 10 )ll) 791 2.386 79.690 H .9SS I 019 63.6S3 99 905 0.36,1 
100S 61-1 15.183 1.103 639 11 )ll) 997 2.:!87 77 ,440 15.917 1.267 60.146 98.cS4 0.387 
1006 563 6.840 631 61 II :so 1.034 3.3~:! 61.210 12.490 830 48,950 74,732 0 345 
2007 47S S.445 547 JS 6 0 1.509 l.750 47.370 9,690 670 37.010 60,143 0.385 
200S 310 5,203 392 ~3 I S 0 1..361 I.Oil 41840 10.126 370 31.. 342! 51.156 0.368 
2009 154 3,839 51S 64 0 l.189 1.132 29,940 7,904 6:6 21.410 36,837 0.419 
2010 335 4,567 323 32 21 0 S6S 445 23,250 6.761 164 16.214 29.S39 0 456 
2011 51S 5.596 356 88 0 124 3 458 11.090 6.894 479 19 717 35.363 0.442 
~012 30 484 l 15 41 0 0 4 0 2 27.910 101 95 27 i l-l 28.621 0032 
1013' not;ivai!. 2.~56 167 11 7 8 0 II 37 17.015 1.541 79 15.395 19.711 0 ' 19 

/\\"g. (1986-2002) 955 7,389 523 51 6 191 308 1.317 47.930 11 .997 395 35.538 57.451 0 379 
A ,-g. (2003 -2013) 414 7.044 537 t:!5 9 0 914 1,241 4 7.266 9..32.! 682 37.262 57.513 0 339 
A\"f (1986-2013) 754 7 )53 5~8 85 ss 586 1.261 47.669 10.946 5c,s 36.llS 57.475 0.363 

-<:ontumed

2 Begich, R. "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and Recreational Fisheries Overview... ," 2014. Fishery 
Management Report No. 13-51 , pg 100 (run strengths) 



LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,015 

Average size J'-/ ~b3 15 lbs 

Escapement 50,327 15,395 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9% 66% 

Males % of run 49% 88% * 

* Setnet index 

Uppe1 Subdistncl Clunook Salmon IlarYC5l 
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;o•/. 

10•1. j 
:s 

--.- 1..(:A:; crt,i,, 

F,gurt 10 -£°hU1ook salmon nYernge wt,ght (nil fish) and pttcenrage of the bnrwst comprised ofOQan·nge-2 or less fish in the Upper 
~ubdistrm set gillue1 conunerc1ol fishery. 1987-2013. 

3 Shields, P. "Upper Cook Inlet Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report," 2013. Fishery 
Management Report 13-49, pg 66 (weights) 
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LATE RUN KINGS 

In-river run strength 

Average size 

Escapement 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 

Males % of run 

• Setnet index 

-10 

.,_·~ .... ' ' -· 

1987 2013 

63,550 17,015 
4

31)61b 15 lbs

50,327 15,395 

9% 66% 


49% 88%* 


Upper Subdistn ct Chinook Salmon II11rve~t 

"0°,fl 

f 

I 
60', 

I ' ' ' ~ 
"00 (1 

30 ., . .... --. 
~,.. \ I 

I a: 
~ 2~ 
:§ ·- "'i,

• ' ~ ,-,II ~o·.:i 
<" ' "'17.i, 20 

\l \ Jo•., 
1! 
~ 

:.;. 
I ,... 1:5 ' 

" 0 

" 
E' I ' ' _.i J{ 

l0%I ,/'..
.> 10 '.A- -.:.i 
,,: " &.."".,-£ 

~ 
10•45 

o•,0 ,. ~, ..., ..,. · ...., .,. ~,I"' ::, ~ 00 0 .:, I'- 0 - ~"· " • " ~ "" "' !.S' ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 5 ~. 8 ~ ~ ~ x x 8 8 ~ c C- ~ - ;::, ~ ;::, ~ ~ N ~ N N ~ ~ N ;;;
" 

f igure I 0.--<::hiuook salmon an·rage weight (all fish) nnd percentage of the hMwst comprised ofocean-age-2 or less fish i.u the Gpper 
Subdistrict ,er gill.net coUWlercial fishery. 1987-2013. 

4 Shields, P. "Upper Cook Inlet Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report," 2013. Fishery 
Management Report 13-49, pg 66 (weights) 

http:gill.net


LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,015 

Average size 3l1)61b 151bs 

Escapement 50,3275 15,395 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9% 66% 

Males % of run 49% 88% * 

* Setnet index 
Table., 8.-Lnte-nm Kenai River C"l11nook ~nlmon pop11ln11011 dntn. 19S6-2013. 

Ytar 

D<q> 
Creek 
Mmnc 

H.,rvcst' 

Ea.1n:1dr 
Sttuet 

fi.Jl'\"t"SI~ 

Dnft 
Gtlln<t 

lbn't'\t• 
Comm. 
&PL< 

Kn121tzc 
Educ2uo11al 

PU 
Sub' Dtfnet' 

Sport 
H.m-.st 
Below 
SO!l........ 

lnm...-Ruo 
Ernnutcd 
b)' SotUJ_. 

Sport 
!im·t'SI 
Abo,-., 
Son,r'• 

c~,cb-and
R,le,se 

~(ott.d,~I 
Sp:nmiug 

E\c.,~ncn1 
Tot>l 
Run 

Ii>n-e,;1 
R.ue 

1986 37S 13 619 1.100 l';l) ND ND ND 1'1) 62.740 9.S71 316 52.5Sl 77.837 0 32S 

1987 7) 1 14,536 2.731 ND :-,.l) ND 23S ?\l) 6 3. 550 13,100 123 50.327 81 ,783 0.385 

1988 892 SSH 1330 ND :S'D ND 0 1''D 61,760 19,695 I 76 41,889 72,816 0 425 

1989 8:!1 7.49S 0 ND :-,.'I) .?~ 0 . ND 36.370 9,691 88 26.591 44,71 1 0.405 

1990 963 2 843 373 91 :-,.n l ) ND ND )4200 6.897 69 27,234 38,483 0,19.? 
1991 1.013 3,361 145 130 1''D 188 ND ND 38.940 7,903 16 31.011 43,887 0 293 

1992 U 69 7,363 326 so !\'D 4 02 0 1''D ~2.1.90 7.556 :?34 34 500 Sl ,700 0.333 

1993 1,700 9,672 451 SI :>-'D 27 0 :-,.'I) 50.2 10 17.775 478 31.957 62. 14 1 0.486 

19~ 1,121 10.700 H 6 9 I 392 ND J\'D 47,440 17.837 572 29.031 59.939 0 516 

1995 .1 241 8.291 314 25 3 ND 112 1''D 44,770 11609 471 31,689 55.355 O 42S 

1996 1.223 7.9-14 219 31 ND 195 ND 42.790 8,11 2 337 34.341 52.S03 0.346 

1997 1.759 7,780 293 JO 20 ND 364 1''D 41.120 12.7SS S70 27 79S Sl.367 0.4S9 

8 
1998 

1999 

I 070 

602 

3,495 

6.50 1 

199 

345 

3S 

59 

2 

4 

ND 
ND 

254 

~ 88 

ND 
1,170 

47.110 

4 3.670 

7,5 15 

12.42S 

595 

682 

39 000 S2. I 6S 

30.563 S2839 

0.15::! 
0.412 

1000 63 1 2 531 161 27 6 ND 41 0 SH 4 7 440 14.)91 499 )l.550 52,038 0 3 74 

2001 S51 4.118 371 80 s ND 6)8 1,336 5).610 15.144 82S 37,641 60.n4 0.380 

WO:! 156 6.5 11 149 15 6 ND 606 1.929 56,800 10.678 665 45.457 66.3n 0 .315 

:!003 120 10,174 744 53 11 ND 1.016 Sl3 85,110 16 .120 1,803 67. 187 98.052 0,315 

200l 996 H .897 9 16 .! 18 10 ND 191 2.386 19,690 14 988 1,019 63683 99.905 0 363 

:oos 624 15.1 83 1,103 639 1 1 ND 997 ?.287 77 440 15.927 1.26 7 60146 98.264 0.387 
1006 563 6.840 631 61 II ND 1,034 3.322 62.170 11,490 8)0 48.950 74,732 0.34 5 

2007 '478 8 +15 547 )8 6 0 1.509 1,750 47.370 9,690 670 37010 60,143 0.385 

2008 310 5.103 392 23 15 0 l ,36! I.Oil 42.840 10.128 370 32.341 5 1,156 0.368 

1009 154 3,839 SIS 64 0 I 189 1.131 29,940 7,904 616 21,410 36.837 0.419 

2010 33 5 4.567 323 32 21 0 86S +15 B.!50 6,761 264 16.214 29,839 0.456 

2011 528 S,S96 3S6 88 s 0 1 243 4 S8 27,090 6,8~ 4 79 19.717 35.363 0.442 

1012 30 484 II S 41 0 0 40 2 27.910 IOI 95 27,714 18,622 0.032 

1013' flOlil\J.IL 1.1S6 267 117 0 11 37 17 .015 1 541 79 IS.39S 19.7 11 0.219 

A,-g (1986-2002) 955 7.389 5:!3 51 6 191 308 1.317 4 7 930 11,997 395 )5.538 57.45 1 0.379 

A,·l! (2003-101 l) 414 7.0+1 537 12S 9 0 914 I 241 47~66 9.322 68! 37.262 51.5 13 0.339 

A,]! (1986-2013) 754 11S3 518 BS 8 88 586 1,161 47.669 10,946 508 36.1 15 57.475 0.363 
--con1umed 4 
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5 Begich, R. "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and Recreational Fisheries Overview ... ," 2014. Fishery 
Management Report No. 13-51 , pg 100 (run strengths) 



LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,015 

Average size Y/)8' 1b 151bs 

Escapement 50,327 15,3956 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9% 66% 

Males % of run 49% 88% * 

* Setnet index 

fable S.-Lntc-nm Kenai R.iyoi· Clunook snluiou populat1on d.itn. 1986--~0U 

D,q, 
Ctttk E:t'>atdC' Drift 

Spon 
Hu...-eit T.un,"t:rRwi 

Spon 
H,n·,st C3tCh·.Uld· 

Yt-:u-
Mlfltle 
Han·~·) 

Se-tnet 
H.in·e\tb 

Gtllnei 
Har\'e\lb 

Comm 
&PL--:. 

Ketuitu Pt: 
Educaboual Sub• D,pu<t' 

Bdow 
">otur'• 

fatiuur<d 
by Son,r" 

Alx,,·c
Soll.'.lr' 

ReleJs.e 
?\lon.1br.-f 

~p.3\\lllllg: 

EM:3~mtllt 
Tot31 
Run 

Han·t-;.1 

R.,t< 

1986 378 ll 6 19 1100 ND XD ),'D ),1) ),1) 62 740 9,8 72 316 52,55:! 77.837 0.325 
19 87 73 1 14.536 2.73 1 :\1) XD :-ID 135 XD 63.550 13.100 123 50.327 Sl.783 0.3S5 
198S 892 S.834 1.330 :\'D :\1) :-ID 0 :!'-1) 61.760 19.695 176 41.S89 7:.S16 0.425 
1989 811 7-498 0 ),1) :\1) " 0 ),1) 36.370 9.691 88 Z6.591 H .71! 0.405 
1990 963 2.S4J 373 91 ),1) 13 :!'-1) 1'1) 34200 6.897 69 27,234 38.4Sl 0.292 
1991 1.0Z3 3,361 H S 130 ),1) 288 ),1) :\1) 38.940 7 903 16 3 1.021 43,887 0 293 
1992 l .169 7.363 3~6 50 :\1) 402 0 ),1) 42.290 7.556 234 34.500 Sl.700 0 333 
1993 I 700 9 67: 4 51 S I :\"D 17 0 ),1) SO.l!O 17.775 478 3 1.957 62.1-t! 0486 
1994 11 ::' 1 10 700 116 9 I 392 :S,1) ~1) •17. $40 17.S.H 512 29.031 59,939 0 .516 
1995 1.241 8.191 314 l5 3 :-ID 71.? :\1) 4 4,770 12 609 47:! 31.689 S5.355 0 418 
1996 l .::!23 i.9-H 219 31 )<1) 195 !s'D 42.790 8.111 337 34,341 S2.503 0 .346 
1997 1.759 7 7SO 293 30 20 ),'D 364 ),1) 41.120 U. 1$5 570 27 795 51.367 0.4 59 

8 
1998 

1999 

1.070 

602 

3 495 

6501 

199 

345 

35 

59 4 

),1) 

:S.'D 

.!.H 
4SS 

:\1) 

I 170 

4 7.110 

43,670 

7.515 

12.-l2:5 

595 

682 

39.000 

30 563 

s~.10; 
52 .839 

0 ~52 
O.-e2 

2000 631 ~5) 1 l6::! 27 6 :-ID 41 0 831 47,440 14.391 499 31550 51.038 0374 
2001 55~ 4, 128 371 so ),1) 63S 1.336 53,610 15 .144 825 37.641 60.724 0.380 
200.? 2 56 6.511 249 15 6 ),'D 606 1.929 56,800 10.67S 665 45.457 66.372 0.315 
2003 120 l 0.174 744 53 11 :-ID 1,016 S:!3 85.110 16. l lO l.S03 67.18 7 98.052 0 .315 
2004 996 l4.B97 916 21S 10 :-ID 792 2.386 79.690 14.9SS 1.019 63 ,683 99.905 0.363 
:oos 6.:?4 15.18) 1.103 639 11 :-ID 997 2.:!87 77.440 15.9.n 1.267 60.246 9S 284 0.387 
2006 563 6.840 631 61 11 XD I 03 4 3.3.!.! 62~70 12.490 8.lO 48.950 74.732 0345 
2007 47S S.445 547 3S 6 0 1.509 1.750 4 7.370 9.690 670 37,010 60. 143 0.3S5 
200S 310 5, 203 392 23 I S 0 l.362 1,0 11 42,840 10.128 370 31.3-12 51.156 0.368 
1009 154 3.839 5 15 64 4 0 1.1 89 l.132 29.940 7,904 626 21.410 3 6.S37 0.419 
2010 335 4,567 323 32 21 0 S65 445 2~.250 6,762 264 16.224 29,839 0 456 
2011 52S 5.596 356 8S 0 l . .!43 458 27.090 6.894 479 19 717 35.363 O.+e 
2012 30 484 11 5 4 1 0 0 40 17.910 l OI 95 27 714 2S.6~ 0.032 
2013' not a\·3.J.l . 2.256 267 11 7 8 0 11 37 17.015 1.54 1 79 15.3 95 19.711 0.219 

,hg. (1966-2002) 955 7.389 523 SI 6 191 306 1.3 17 47.930 11.997 395 35 53S 5 7451 0.379 
A,·g. 12003-2013) 414 7,044 537 125 9 0 914 1.141 47.~66 9J2:! 68~ 37.~62 57.5U 0.339 
A,·~ / 1986-1013) 754 7.153 518 8:5 8 88 586 1.261 47.669 10.946 508 36.!15 S7A 75 0.363 

-<'.'OOtDJ.ued• 
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6 Begich, R. "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and Recreational Fisheries Overview ... ," 2014. Fishery 
Management Report No. 13-51 , pg 100 (run strengths) 
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LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,015 

Average size 3'-1 ~Bib 15 lbs 

Escapement 50,327 15,395 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9%7 66% 

Males % of run 49% 88% * 

* Setnet index 

Upper Subdistncl Cl11nook Salmon Ilarve5l 
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ill ~ ~ ~ ~ 

F,~ 10.~lunook snlruo!l average weight (nll fish) and pcrcentnge of the luuves1 corupn~ ofocenn-age-2 or less fish ic the Upper 

S11bd1\ lnct set gillntt cotJUllerc:ml fi shery. 1987-2013 

6~· 40~& ~ 

-l---------------i:.,,_- --1-....._----+---4-i.-;,.___--'<__,_',--4 Jo·. j 

101. 

7 Shields, P. "Upper Cook Inlet Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report," 2013. Fishery 
Management Report 13-49, pg 66 (weights, jacks) 
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1987 

63,550 

3'j }8'1b 

50,327 

9% 

49% 

2013 

17,015 

15 lbs 

15,395 

66%8 

88% * 

Upper Subdistrict Chino.:,k Salmon Harvest 
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::!~ -,, " 

..;o•,, er•'~~t < " 
..!U 

~ ;:I '\( \ JO', 
~ 

.§~ " I~ 
~ I \ 

I _1 :ir I .'L. -.t.-._/I 

:,, 
-,: 
:., 10 ........_.,,. ..

°' 
5 

C, ,,r· 0 ,.., ,,. ~. .:, {' C' 0 ..,,. ~- .:, r- <:"° y [}. ~ ~ ~ ~ 8; i ~ ~ ~ ~ 8 "' 8 8 8 x 8 "' ~ - ~ M N ~ N N ;:;; ,.., § ~ 

F,gur,. 10.-C'hinook salmon awr.ige W<'1gh1 (all fish) and p<"lCrotage of the han-e-st compri~d ofoceall-age
:'.ubdisrrict ,et gillnet collllllercial fishery. [987-2013 

LATE RUN KINGS 

In-river run strength 

Average size 

Escapement 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 

Males% of run 

* Setnet index 

.40 ~. • 

~O"v :~ 

10', 

Ql'I,;; 
0 - ~" c~ ~ N" 

~ or l ess fish iu rhe t.:ppt"f 

8 Shields, P. "Upper Cook Inlet Commercial Fisheries Annual Management Report," 2013. Fishery 
Management Report 13-49, pg 66 (weights) 
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LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,015 

Average size 	 Gt ~lb 15 lbs 

Escapement 	 50,327 15,395 

Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9% 66% 

Males % of run 	 49%9 88%" 

* Setnet index 

Table l l. 	 Esti•atod nU111bers ol chinook s almon, by sax ond ago group, harvested by the 

recrc,at lonol fi•hery In the Kenai River during the early nnd laLe ruru, 1987 


ABt {;[2Y2 
Co11µ0nenl Sex Slatlstlc 1.2 1.) LI, l. s Othec 1 total 

EARLY RUN Hde P@rcent 0 ,8 13.2 22 .9 3.S 0 2 40 . 6 
(n - 493)1 Estlaated Number 106 l, 7!>1 3,041 465 21 S,392 

Standard Error 54 233 )2l ll4 V 

Fem.ole 	 Percent 0.2 15.8 40.6 2.4 0 . 4 5~.4 
EJitJaat&d NuabPr 27 2 .0Q8 S.392 )19 S) 7 , 889 
Stancl.. rd Error 27 258 460 91, 38 

- t 
Combt1111d Pe r cent 1. 0 29. 0 63 . 5 S.9 0.6 100.0) 

tJtl•11ted NU11ber I)) l,8SI 8,4)) 784 80 ll. 28 l .... Standard Error 60 371 62) l SO 46.... 

LAT£ RUN 
( n - 419)2 

Halt> Percent 
Estima t ed Number 
Scandar d Error 

o. s 
61 
1,2 

11 . 2 
1 ,)71 

20S 

35,4 

" ·· 332
)92 

l.4 
L7l 

70 

0 . 2 
24 
26 

48 . 7 
5 , 959 

f<,,nnl • Percent 
J:c. t l fl.a r 11,1 Nrnnlw r 
SLAnd,ud Err or 

0 . 5 
61 
42 

11,9 
l,4'>6 

2l 2 

38 . 4 
<., 70/l 

412 

0.5 
lil 
42 

0.0 
0 

0 

51 , 3 
6 , 77R 

Co•b ined Percent 
Estiwited NUllbor 
Sl1mdatd ! u u , 

1 .0 
122 

~9 

73,J. 
2 , 82 7 

306 

73 . 8 
9 , 032 

624 

l.9 
232 
82 

0 . 2 
24 
26 

100 ,0 
12, 2313 

l 
2 
3 

Age groups I , I ond 2.4 collhlned . 
n., :ia111ple si:tc. 
From Hacaaarstro~ ( 198 8). 

9 Conrad, R.H., "Abundance Estimate of the Escapement of Chinook Salmon into the Kenai River, Alaska, 
by Analysis of Tagging Data, 1987." Fishery Data Series No. 67, pg. 33 (Male%) 



LATE RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 63,550 17,015 

Average size ~.381'bs* 15 lbs* 

Escapement 50,327 15,395 
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Jacks: (3 & 4 yr-olds) 9% 66%* 

Males % of run 49% 88%* 10 

* Setnet index 

The composirion by age \\"cl::, 22. 70 0 age-1.1. -B .-t0o age-1.2. 15.2°0 age-1.3. and 18.6°0 age- lA 
fi sh . Sex composition was 12 .5°0 females and S7.5°o males. The mean length of all sample, was 
658 111111 (Table 1-t). Srnndard errors for ASL composition are listed in Table 1-l. 

33 

10 Eskelin, T. , "Mixed Stock Analysis and Age, Sex, and Length Composition of Chinook Salmon in the 
Eastside Set Gillnet Fishery in Upper Cook Inlet, Alaska, 2010-2013," 2013. Fishery Data Series No. 13-63 
pg. 33 (Male%) 
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Late-run Kings arrive to the Kenai River after June 30. 11 

pg 7: Fishing starts in mid-May 

Chinook salmon return to Kenai River in two distinct runs, early and late. The early run usually 

has "fishable" numbers by mid-May and it peaks in mid-June. The majority of the stocks have 

passed through the fishery by late June. Late-run fish are present in July and early August. 


pg 11: 


The early-run Kenai River Chinook salmon fishery ends by regulation on June 30. 


11 Begich, R. "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and Recreational Fisheries Overview ... ," 2014. 
Fishery Management Report No. 13-51, pg 7, 11 (Late run definition) 



PC19
16 of 74

There were 471 ,274 angler days fished in the Kenai and Russian Rivers in 2013. 137,963 of those angler 
days were below the Soldotna Bridge. 12 

Ala,.ka Sport l ishing Sufi'~) 
Survey Area PF Estimates SbJdy 't'&ar; }V1J • 

(Pft Kenai Peniru.Ula tre$hwater sportnsh h•rvut and -effort HtimatH by fi1he riuand species, 2013. 

"7 - t · - J ,,. 0 

. 0 

•• 
" • 

1 11,. 1 .CJ.. 0 "' . • .•
:;o 

!I l ~ 1 .:. I:. '~ \. u ' •d l .l QI I ~1 

U f. IQ ,U l!:1-1,. 0 '6J \'I \ I I. I 0 u 

,,1U_l: S.: ) ,1 ;.) 0 1 !28 I {J l .!'J 

" " 
•,,('II, n ,•1:, o '-7 e:n ;,,• o o •· • ' 

'' " • 
·J I l'J,1 ' -1. 

,, ..~ .' 

\ti >l' "" 
• 

"' 
 u • 0 0 Cl ,, n 1 
, ,. 
•C)M,_1 l :w'. r w 
t,1• • . " 

' .. 
1,· l -~- 3 , .... 11 1•~ u•. • n 

,, " 
u ' . • ' 0 
0 , • "'" ,, , 

" •,c, ... ,,. 

. 0 ' 

' 
' " t 1UI ./ rat 0 D ,." • , .,... - 17.'.\I ~ • • 

OJ ,, 21 :.:~"· 11 • 
l,121 , . .... 147,ttO Ult '°·'"' H1 ,,1.111 ..... u, I .... 7,t4t • 1 urt 1,117 11 O t O M,1fl 

(ffl 0') l'f'.1:-0 :$ 01 S,P(£'JdSh<'~' 

Alasko Oepnrtment of Fish ana G1me 
•. \'Ii ~t ·· f ~!n~j IM 

M(~ I • 

12 ADF&G website, "Kenai Peninsula freshwater sport fish harvest and effort estimates by fisheries and 

species, 2013." http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/sportfishingsurvey/index.cfm?ADFG=area.results 

http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/sf/sportfishingsurvey/index.cfm?ADFG=area.results
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The Kenai River downstream of the Soldotna Bridge (River Mile 21) is the most heavily fished part of the 

Kenai River by an order of magnitude.13 

Reimer ROP.SF.2A.2013.14, pg 9, 
Soldotna Bndge. The Kenai River fishery is characterized by a large number of guided anglers 
and a large number of non-resident anglers (both guided and non-guided)_ Many of these anglers 
are passive participants m the decision of when and where to fish. Chinook salmon angling 
effort downstream of the Soldotna Bridge exceeds Chinook salmon angling effort upstream of 
the Soldotna Bndge by up to an order of magnitude (Table 3). 

T1blt 3 - Rano ofKmu Rmer C1unool ulm011 up•= of th• Soldo!DI Bnd~ to rota! htl'\~>t. S111e1m l• Han~! St1IY<)' 1nd Chuc!, l..oi\>OOl 
PTO!J"IID 

Cook lnlel lo Soldotna Bnllge to 
Soldol!II Bri!!,Qe Skllalt lake TotGI upotrearn 

Veiv Run est SE eor SE eat SE. /Iota! 

SWHS (gu, hatvHI only) 
2006 Eorly 2,365 :?62 893 161 3,25,8 307 0.27 

2007 Early 1,701 192 505 152 2,206 :!45 0 .23 

2008 Early 1.574 171 452 100 2,0 26 198 0.22 

2009 EMty 491 11 0 262 66 753 128 0.35 

201 0 EOtly 425 84 35o 76 781 113 OC6 
20 11 E!!!l 928 1C4 368 94 1296 1n 028 

2006 late • ,706 366 1295 165 6,001 •01 022 
:1007 Late 5,029 C16 109 1 160 6.120 C46 0 18 
2008 late 4 449 331 n~ 11 1 5,221 349 0. 15 
2009 I.Die 2,914 254 784 142 3.698 291 0 .21 

·... 2010 
2011 

Lale 
Late 

2,993 
375S 

287 
360 

837 
514 

14 1 
122 

3,830 
4 272 

320 
360 

022 
0.12 

Guido Lopl:>Ook d•t• 
2006 Ear1y 2,053 383 2,436 016 
2007 Eatly 1,504 360 1.864 0 19 

2008 Ear1y 1,6 45 231 1,876 012 

2009 ENly 500 61 561 0 11 
2010 Early 503 :!28 731 0 31 
2011 E~ 503 ~5 S:?8 005 

:!006 lata 5,978 168 6146 0,03 

2007 Lale 5 ,001 239 s .2• 0 0 05 

2008 Leta • .693 3 10 5,003 006 

2009 Lale 3,108 285 3.393 008 
:010 late 2,177 566 l.7•3 0 .:11 
2011 LIiie 3076 16 3092 0.01 

pg 8: 
Duru1g: 2011 , low water precluded boat access to the Kenai River upstream of the Soldotna 
Bridge until mid-June. Harvest sampling staff were amongst the first to access the area. by jet 
boat, and were sampling before propellor-driven fishmg boats had accessed the area. Staff 
sampled only 4 fish oYer 11 days pnor to the trophy fishing restriction that began on June 29 and 
conhnued tbrough the end of the season. Trophy fishing (catch and release for fish between 20 
Ulches and 55 wches totaJ length) n.rtually eliuunated angling harvest and effort upstream of the 
Soldotna Bridge because bar'\'est opportunity remained available downstream and anglers 
focU5ed their effort in that area. Boats that remamed had little opporturuty for legaJ harvest 
because there are very fe,~ Chinook salmon less than 20. or greater than 55, wches total length in 
the Kenai River dramage. 

Ginn these observations. it is probable that very few Cb.mook salmon were harvested upstream 
of the Soldotna Bridge m 2011, especially durmg the late nm.. However, SWHS estimates for 
20 11 were 521 (se=lll) for the early run and 894 (se= l61) for the late nm, which is far more 
ban·est than lS feasible under the circumstances descnbed above. SWHS staff were unable to 
discern anything unusual in the individual responses they recei,·ed. We hypothesize that some 
lower nver anglers lll1sreport their geograpluc location cati.sing a positive bias in the Chinook 
salmon harvest estunate upstream of the Soldotna Bridge. We suspect that tlus bias may extend 
to years other than JU~t 2011. 

13 Reimer, A, "Kenai River Chinook Salmon Abundance and Migratory Timing," 2013. Regional Operational 

Plan SF.2A.2013.14 pg 9 (order of magnitude) 

http:SF.2A.2013.14
http:ROP.SF.2A.2013.14
http:magnitude.13
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More late-run Kings spawn below the Soldotna Bridge than in any other section. 14 

Reimer, RIR.2A.2013.06 pg 55: 

JUSt below SW:.ok Creek (R..\,! 18.5). Because the K.eua1 R.l.\"er down.st.re:w.1 of the Soldotna Bridge 
(RM 21 ) is the most heaYily Ul1hzed m.ainstem spawrung area ID both historic and recent data 
(Table 2 and I ables 11-1 2). clo!illres upstream of SlJ.kol: Creek ha,·e httle conservatton rnlue fo1 
the largest spawn111g aggregate. and will fuil to con;,en-e main.stem spawruog Clunook salmon ID 
prnpo11:ion to abundance. This situation is illus trated for 2012 nnd 2013 ill F1gw.e 20. During 
both ~easom. consen•ation measures enacted downstreMU of ~li.l:ok Creek would more 
effect:incly consen:e mawstem spawning Chinook salmo n that spawn wall sections of the Kenai 
Ri..-er drauiage CoMetY::ttlon measures enacted downstream of Slikol: Creek are also applicable 
lo more Clunook i;alru.on because most use of the are:i upstream of SW::ok Crttl.: by fish we 
monitored did not occw until aftet" the fishe1y closed (July 3 1) in both year; (F1gu.re lOt 

14 Reimer, A., "Migratory Timing and Distribution of Kenai River Chinook Salmon, 2010-2013, a Report to the 

Alaska Board of Fisheries 2014," 2013. Regional Information Report No. 2A13-06 pg 55 (proportion to 
abundance) 

http:i;alru.on
http:RIR.2A.2013.06
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EARLY RUN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 25,64315 2,038 

Escapement 	 12,362 2,033· 

In-river run strength (25,643) = Kings Retained (13,281) + Estimated Escapement (12,362) 

Table l . 	 Estimated escapements and numbers of chinook salmon that 
were caught, released, and retained in the Kenai River 
recreatio_nal fishery during 1986 through 1990. 

Run Ni;imbers of ChinoQk S§lmQn Percent Estimated 
Year Component Caught Retained Released Released Escapementa 

1986 	 Early 12,117 7,561 4,556 38 19,Sl.9 
Late 15,331 9,004 6,327 41 48,559 
Both 27,448 16,565 10,883 40 68,078 

1987 	 Early 19,119 13,281 5,838 31 12,362 
Late 16,701 12,237 4,464 27 52,787 
Buth .35,820 25,518 10,302 29 65,149 

1960 	 Ea,ly 18,693 12,747 5,946 32 8 ,133 
Late 23,238 17,512 5,726 25 34,496 
Both 41,931 30,259 U,672 28 42,629 

1989 	 Early 9,901 7,256 2,645 27 10,736 
Late 12,210 9,127 3,083 25 19,908 
Bo th 22,111 16,383 5,728 26 30,644 

1990 	 Earlyb '•, 97 3 1,735 3,238 65 8 ,656 
Lateb 8,637 6,247 2,390 28 15,770 
Both 13,610 7,982 5,628 41 34, 426 

All 	 Early 64,803 42,580 22,223 34 59,406 
Late 76,117 54,127 21,990 29 181,520 
Both 140,920 96,707 44 ,213 31 240,926 

a Inriver 	return minus the sport harvest. 

b Release 	of catch mandatory for all or part of run. 

15 Bendock, T., "Hook-and-Release Mortality in the Kenai River Chinook Salmon Recreational 
Fishery," 1991. FDS 91-39 pg 4 (1987 early-run strength, escapement); 
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Table 7_-Early-ruu Kenai R.twr Chmook salmon populat1011 data. 1986-2013. 

C-ooklnltt C-,tch-and-

Y, ar 
~!Mme 
lhn'e!.I :Ilise 1-!arin, 

Ken.utze 
EducaUO!l.ll' lnrm,rRwi ' 

$portHm~t 
Above Sonar' 

~ 1,,,., 
Monalirv 

Spawning 
E,capenrru Total Run fun:es1 Rate 

1989 193 0 73 11.290 S.3~ 149 3.747 12.556 O.i02 
1990 235 0 -IO 9.8-12 I.S07 .HS 7.657 10 117 0.243 
1991 
1992 

241 
300 

0 
0 

2 
73 

10.620 
11,930 

1.945 
1.241 

15.? 
236 

S.523 
9.453 

10,863 
12303 

0 .:!15 
0.232 

1993 407 0 118 12.490 9.341 186 ~.86:! 13.015 0.780 
199-1 343 0 56 13.160 S.171 1S5 4.704 13.559 0.653 
1995 412 0 37 12.890 10.217 357 2.316 13.339 0 816 
1996 135 0 104 9.76-1 6.613 287 2_S54 10.103 0.71S 
1997 !S2 0 12~ 1 U-IO 6A29 349 4 362 11.54-1 0.621 
199S 289 0 131 11.930 1.170 254 10.506 12.350 0.149 
1999 245 0 114 13.480 8.129 161 5.COO 13.839 0 631 
1000 139 0 11-1 10,790 1.818 185 S 787 11.153 0.211 
2001 184 0 198 14.020 l.399 205 11.-1 16 l·H 01 0 207 
~002 168 0 48 10.S60 899 78 9,883 11.076 0 108 
1003 
2004 

202 
194 

0 
0 

116 
71 

20450 
13.460 

l.839 
3.386 

380 
257 

17.~11 
19.817 

20.778 
23.726 

0.171 
0 165 

2005 187 341 76 20.810 3,810 153 16.747 21.414 0.218 
2006 15.'? 0 65 IS 180 4.693 105 13.282 lS.497 0.28~ 
2007 201 41 16 13,630 3.-193 2~0 9.917 !3.8SS 0.2S6 
2008 107 102 40 10.210 3.500 C3 6.587 10459 0 370 
2009 
2010 

71 
S8 

16 
48 

49 
32 

7741 
7,830 

1.466 
l.337 

97 
90 

6.178 
6.-!03 

7,877 
7.998 

0 216 
0. 199 

2011 110 0 42 9,895 1.337 92 SA66 l0.0-17 0.157 
2012 
,ou• 

89 
not :n::ul 

0 
0 

19 
11 

5,387 
2.03S 

316 
0 

10 
5 

5.061 
2.033 

5.4~5 
2.0-t9 

0_079 
O.OOS 

_•\.\"g (19$6-2002) 254 0 89 13,3-14 6265 156 6,824 13.671 0.-179 
,\xg (2003-2013) 150 so 50 12.69-l 2.380 158 10.156 12.930 0.196 
A,·s (1986-2013) 21S 20 71 13.0SO 4.739 218 S.133 13.380 0.368 
So,1« ,,.,..,.,d, H.."~" Sun~)~ &om Mill, l98 i-l9!lJ . Ho,,. 01 al. !99l . !996. lOOla-d. \\'olJ.o, •• al 2003. J=;, or a! l00-1. l006a-b. 2007 10091-0. 1010,-b. 1011. ln Pt'!', Ro:ni><r~ « a! w 

prq,: Aluandmdomr md }Iud1 1990. Nd-.on tt t1 1999. Hunm.1.atr<:im ind T1D1m0D.1 100h, Ret:ntr et-al 200~. Re1~1·. A 200l 200-b-b !OOi £,J.:, lm. A 2007 2009 2010. Pm<bbachrr 
~Olla--<i J Pm.chb.1c~1 Spon Fnh Bio!ogm. ADF&G. Soldom.J, per.oc.:11 cODl!U\UUClttJC:1. McKmley .md .Flend:.m.u ~013. 199-J-1012 Educnioml dltl rupplitd b:r the MnMt:,t, Indun Tnbe; 
:-im hkKJ.nley pffl,<lnil commUDlc~non 

Xor~. ?-,.'D - oo dlt1 avii.!Jbl~ 
1 Pncr to 199.l. th.t:t wa.s noe-d.uc,non:,l fi.,..ben·, du_.; ;n1 com1dend 1 ':;IJ.b,me::ce iir.htiY, 
• Innn•r son.v e;nllllte from 19Sf to 201:i e~ai~d mtllf J runr«o:i~ttu:cioo model ~n; Mc.K.inley .lJ1dfleJ~i:.milll ~OU . F..lS U -03 

Inc!uJes creel !Si.zn'e)·61Jm3ie-s for the .Jrea from Cook Inlet to Ult Soldom3 Bndge .ltld ecWJUte'. f?om the S\\F.Sc from llle ScldoDl.l Bndge to tht ru?!.tt ofK.tw! W e, 
J. ~013 t'..nnu.t~ Me prtluwn.!I)· unnl b1c-metncJl!)' rn,e\\ed and pubhshai 

16 Begich, R. , "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and 2013 Recreational Fisheries 
Overview for Northern Kenai Peninsula: Fisheries under Consideration by the Alaska Board of 
Fisheries, 2014." pg 99 (2013 early-run strength, escapement) 
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EARLY RYN KINGS 1987 2013 

In-river run strength 25,643 2,038 

Escapement 	 12,36217 2,033 

Table 1. 	 Estimated escapements and numbers of chinook salmon that 

vere caught, released, and retained in the Kenai River 

recreational fishery during 1986 through 1990 . 


Run N!.!ffibers of Chinook Salmon Percent Estimated 
Year Component Caught Retained Released Released Escapement" 

1986 	 Early 12,117 7,561 4,!i56 38 19,51!-J 

Late 15,331 9,004 6,327 41 48,559 

Both 27,448 16,565 10,883 40 68,078 


1987 	 Early 19,119 13,281 5, 838 31 12 , 362 

Late 16,701 12,237 4,464 27 52,787 

Both 35,820 25,518 10,302 29 65 , 149 


1988 	 Early 18,693 12,747 5,946 32 8,133 

Late 23,238 17,512 5,726 25 34,496 

Both 41,931 30~259 11,672 28 42,629 


1989 	 Early 9,901 7,256 2,645 27 10,736 

Late 12,210 9,127 3,083 25 19,908 

Both 22, 111 16,383 5,728 26 30,644 


1990 	 Earlyb 4 , 973 1,735 3,238 65 8,656 

Lateb 8,637 6,247 2,390 28 25,770 

Both 13,610 7,982 5,628 41 34,426 


All 	 Early 64,803 42,580 22,223 34 59,406 

Late 76,117 54,127 21,990 29 181,520 

Both 140,920 96,707 44,213 31 240,926 


a Inriver 	return minus the sport harvest. 

b Release 	of catch mandatory for all or part of run. 

17 Bendock, T., "Hook-and-Release Mortality in the Kenai River Chinook Salmon Recreational 
Fishery," 1991. FDS 91-39 pg 4 (1987 early-run strength, escapement) 
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Table 7 .-Early-run Kenai Rin•r Chinook ~almon populauon data. 1986--1013 

Cook lnkt Ca1ch-:ind

Y.ar 
1989 

Marine 
HJrnst 

193 
)fac )larine 

0 

KenaitZ< 
EducatiOIUJ' 

73 
Iru,•.-er Run ' 

12.290 

SponH.m-.st 
..\bcweSonaf 

8.394 

Release 
Monalitv 

149 

5pawrung 
Esc.11)C.lletll 

3.747 
Total Run 

12.556 
Harvest R..te 

0.702 
1990 235 0 40 9.842 1.807 378 7.657 10.117 0 243 
1991 2-ll 0 2 10.620 1.945 152 S.523 10.863 0 215 
1992 300 0 73 11.930 :!.2-11 ~36 9.453 12.303 0.132 
1993 407 0 118 12 490 9.342 .!86 2.862 13.015 0.780 
1994 343 0 56 13.160 S.!71 285 4.704 13.559 0.653 
1995 412 0 37 12.890 10.217 357 2.3 16 13.339 0 S26 
1996 235 0 104 9.764 6.623 287 2.854 10.103 0.718 
1997 
1998 

281 
289 

0 
0 

122 
131 

11.140 
11.930 

6.429 
1.170 

H9 
~5-J 

4.362 
10.506 

11.544 
12.350 

0.612 
0.149 

1099 245 0 114 13.480 8.119 261 5.090 13.839 0 632 
2000 239 0 124 10.790 I SIS lS5 S.7S7 11.153 0.212 
2001 184 0 198 H .020 2.399 205 lU16 H.402 0 207 
2001 168 0 48 10,860 S99 78 9.883 11.076 0.108 
2003 .:!02 0 126 20.450 2.839 3So 17:~22 20.7i8 0 171 
2004 194 0 72 23.460 3.386 257 19.817 23.716 0 165 
2005 187 341 76 20.810 3.810 253 16.747 21.414 0.218 
2006 25'.! 0 65 18,180 4.693 205 13..28 2 18.497 0.282 
2007 201 41 16 13.630 3.493 l~O 9.917 13.SS8 0 286 
2008 
2009 

107 
71 

102 
16 

40 
49 

10.210 
7.741 

3.500 
1.-166 

123 
97 

6.587 
6.17S 

10.459 
7.877 

0.370 
0.216 

2010 88 48 32 7.830 1,337 90 6.403 7.99S 0199 
2011 110 0 42 9.895 1.337 92 S.466 10047 0.157 
2012 89 0 19 5.387 316 10 S.061 5.495 0 079 
2013' 
..\yg (1986-2002) 
A,·g (2003-2013) 

n01 av:ul 
154 
150 

0 
0 

50 

11 
89 
50 

1038 
13.H4 
12.694 

0 
6.265 
1.3SO 

5 
256 
158 

2.033 
6.S24 

10.156 

2,().IQ 

13 671 
12.930 

0.008 
0.479 
0.196 

A,·2 (1986-2013) 215 20 72 13.089 4.739 118 8.133 13.3SO 0.368 
fowu: Sm0'\\1CO H:an-.st Sun·• :• fiom ~!ills 19S7- 1994. How< et ll !995. 1996. 2001a-d. W,ll:<r <1 al 200l : l<lllUD!',i of :o~ :OO<i,-b.100" 2009,-b. 1010a-b. 201 !. ln Pr,p. P.omb<r~ • • al In 

prep . Alcund~ndorw .md Mar..h 1990; ~'1s.c:i ~t ll. 1999 Hamm.1wiom 10d TJ.!JlDlon~lOOh . P...euntt e1 al 2001. P..tl.IlltI. A ~003 100-b-b, 200 .. · E~tlm A 1007, !009. 2010: Ptrsc:bb.1tht1 
20121-d. J PttSclib1cher. Spon fti:h B1olo~~t. ADFJ.:G. SoldotnJ. pmor.ll comm.UIU.Caoo:i. ?-.k:Klnlt y a.id fltiscl:-.l:u..m 1013: 199~-2012 Edu.cJ:tionaJ d.lt1 ~lttd by tht Kmnct J'.ndJ.a.n Tnbt. 
Tim ~kKmlty ptrsou1.l c.ommUlllcan,Jn 

Yori J\l) • uo dJtJ n"'ail.3ble 
1 Prior to 199J. thert \\""I; no t'du,:1nonal fishery. tlu~ wa~ con~idned a :;ubmlellCt £!.htr:-· 
\ Iruwtr ~nN" t .">cmate fJom 19S6- to :!011 rstimJttd u,Dlg' l run rKon<otm:-Dor. mOO.tJ from McKutlty and Fleisd·.ml.ll .2013. P.i.IS 13-03. 
c 11:.dude.; crttl r.un:ty r-.:um1tt-:; fortht mi from C'ooL: Inlt t 10 tht Soldoma.Bndge md , ~nmat~ from the ~\\llS frc:u Wt Soldonu Bndfe to Ult rudt1 ofKtn.u Ltl.e, 
~ 1013 e-.t1m.u~ :tre p:rdJ.Imnary until b10meoic1lly re..-:~tt·td lnd published 

18 Begich, R., "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and 2013 Recreational Fisheries 

Overview for Northern Kenai Peninsula: Fisheries under Consideration by the Alaska Board of 
Fisheries, 2014." pg 99 (2013 early-run strength, escapement) 

http:Fleisd�.ml.ll
http:H:an-.st
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*Did not make the minimum escapement goal of 5,300. 19 

pg 10: 

Inseason :\Ianagement Approach 

The primary objective of 111Season management 15 to achieve a spawning escapement w1tlun the 
OEG ran ge of 5,300 to 9,000 early-run Chinook salmon_ Achienment of tJns escapement 

19 Begich, R., "2010-2012 Annual Management Report and 2013 Recreational Fisheries 
Overview for Northern Kenai Peninsula: Fisheries under Consideration by the Alaska Board of 

Fisheries, 2014." pg 10 (minimum escapement); 
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ADF &G early-run Kenai Kings are counted from May 15 to June 30. 20 

Eskelin, pg 8: 
ESSN commen:1al han-ests are reported for 7 statistical ~as: Nirulcluk Beach 044-22). C oboe 
Beach (244-22). South K-Beac.h (244-31). ~forth K-Beach (244-32). Salamatof Beach (244-41). 
East Forelands (244-42) . and Kas1Jof Ri\-e1 special han·est area (KRSH.-\.) (244-25) (F1gur-e 2) 
The Kasilof Sec.tiou is composed of Nintlchik Beach. Cohoe Beach. and South K-Beach The 
Kenai Secuon is composed of North K-Beach lllld Sa.lamatof Beach. The Eas1 Forelands 
$hlttstical area i; Lts own section. but was grouped ,nth the Kenai Section 1n this smdy. KR.SHA 
H, not commonly opened for fishing. but hns been opened at time7, to coucentrnte harnst of 
Kasilof Ri\-er sockeye salmon while mmiroiziog bar.est of other ~tocks The Kasilof Section 
opens the fast ::\[onday or Thursday on or after 25 June but can open as early as 20 June if 
ADF&G esti.m.ates tha1 50.000 ,od.:eye salmon are 1.0 the Kasilof River before 25 Ju.ne {Alasb 
Adrn.i.nistrati\·e Code 5 A.4..C 21.310 b 2.C.[1]). The Kena1 and East Forelan.ds ~cuons do not 
open until the first Monday or Thursday on or aftet· S July 

20 Eskelin, T. , "Mixed Stock Analysis and Age, Sex, and Length Composition of Chinook Salmon in the 

Eastside Set Gillnet Fishery in Upper Cook Inlet, Alaska, 2010-2013," 2013. Fishery Data Series No. 13.63 
pg 8 (Kasilof opening) 

http:Forelan.ds
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