
 
  

    
 

 

 

         

         

          

         

       

      

      

      

      

       

        

       

      

       

      

      

     

       

      

       

      

      

       

 
 

 

On-Time Advisory Committee Comment List 
Arctic / Yukon / Kuskokwim Finfish 

January 12–16, 2016 

Bethel Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/17/15 & 12/22/15).............................................. AC 01
 

Central Kuskokwim Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/8-9/15) ........................................... AC 02
 

Cenral Bering Sea Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 10/5-6/15) .............................................. AC 03
 

Coastal Lower Yukon Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/18-19/15) .................................... AC 04
 

Delta Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/18/15) .................................................................. AC 05
 

Fairbanks AC Fish and Game Advisory Committee Sub-Committee (Minutes 10/29/15) ............................ AC 06
 

Grayling Anvik Shageluk Holy Cross Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/12/15)................... AC 07
 

Kotzebue Sound Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/18/15)................................................. AC 08
 

Lower Kobuk Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/2/15) ........................................................ AC 09
 

Lower Kuskokwim Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/12-13/15) ........................................ AC 10
 

Eastern Interior Alaska Subsistence Regional Advisory Committee (Minutes 10/22-23/15) ...................... AC 17*
 

Mid-Lower Yukon Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/16-17/15 and 12/28/15) .................. AC 11
 

Middle Yukon Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/9/15)....................................................... AC 12
 

Minto Nenana Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/12/15).................................................... AC 13
 

Southern Norton Sound Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Letter Re: Proposal 146 ............................. AC 14
 

Noatak and Kivalina Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 10/30/15) ........................................... AC 15
 

Northern Norton Sound Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 10/30/15) .................................... AC 16
 

Ruby Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 11/18/15) ................................................................... AC 18
 

Southern Norton Sound Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 10/28/15) .................................... AC 19
 

Stony Holitna Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/10/15) ..................................................... AC 20
 

Tanana-Rampart-Manley Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/8/15)..................................... AC 21
 

Upper Kobuk Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/11/15) ...................................................... AC 22
 

Yukon Flats Fish and Game Advisory Committee (Minutes 12/14/15)......................................................... AC 23
 

*Denotes Federal Regional Advisory Committee 



 
 

 
 

  
   

 
 

 
    
       

  
     

      
    

      
    

        
        

  
       

  
     
    

        
  

      
      

 
     

  
 

  
 

  
 

 

 
  

 
  

 
  

   
  

  
  

 
  
  

  

     
   

    
   

 
 
 

     

Bethel Fish & Game Advisory Committee
 
November 17 & December 22, 2015
 

November 17: 

I.	 CALL TO ORDER: 7pm by Vice-Chair Glen Watson 
II.	 ROLL CALL: Members Present: Lekander, Tikiun, Roczicka, Watson, Lavalle, Kassman, Kinegak, 

Kohl & Johnson 
Members Absent: Hunter, Carter 
Quorum: 9 of 11 present – quorum established 
List of User Groups Present: All 

III.	 APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Agenda approved unanimous w/ amendment to remove/table all
 
issues that had late winter or spring 2016 response deadlines to future meeting.
 

IV.	 APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Minutes of January 14, 2015 meeting reviewed/approved unanimous 
V.	 FISH & GAME STAFF PRESENT: Phillip Perry – GMU 18 Wildlife Biologist, Aaron Potter  -


Kuskokwim Area Fisheries Biologist
 
VI.	 GUESTS PRESENT (in person or via teleconference): Jerry White, Gary Vanasse, Mark Leary,
 

Dave Cannon, Barb Carlson (Chair-Stony/Holitna AC), Alissa Joseph
 
VII.	 OLD BUSINESS: None 

VIII. NEW BUSINESS: 
1.	 Election of expired terms: Henry Kohl & Greg Roczicka were re-elected to maintain their 

current seats;  Jerry White and Gary Vanasse were elected to replace Rafe Johnson and Ross 
Boring (w/ note that member Johnson would still be serve as an alternate) 

2.	 Election of officers: Greg Roczicka was elected chairman, Glen Watson as vice-chair, and Jon 
Lavalle as secretary. 

3.	 Review/comment on AYK BOF proposals: 

ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 92 Modify the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan to manage the king salmon 
subsistence fishery based on the Bethel Test Fishery. 

XX Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

9 

In discussion concerns were raised on whether this might be too 
conservative, and that capability to make this determination in-season may 
not be adequate. However the Committee chose to support the proposal for 
principle of its intent. 

BOF 93 Modify the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan to establish an inriver run 
goal of king salmon above the Bethel Test Fishery. 
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Support 
Support 

as Amended 
8Oppose
 

No Action
 
XX Table 

BOF 94 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 9Oppose
 
No Action
 

XX Table 

BOF 95 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
XX Oppose 0 

No Action 

BOF 96 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 0 
XX Oppose 

No Action 

BOF 97 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 9 

XX Table 

1
 

This proposal was discussed at length with observations that harvest 
percentages have remained relatively constant over the long term, 
harvestable surplus may be lost as a result, and there was lack of data or 
management capability to support its implementation, and much 
uncertainty was present on what its actual effect would be.  May be a good 
idea in concept, but premature. Motion to Table – passed. 

Establish an inriver run goal for the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan. 

0
 Ref previous proposal 

Create a Tier II subsistence king salmon fishery in the Kuskokwim River. 

9
 

Tier II does not fit the customary subsistence use principle that everyone 
similarly situated should have equitable opportunity for harvest – regardless 
of how small harvest amount is – would exclude too many traditional users. 
Also notable is the uncertainty of run returns and variability from year to 
year (i.e. stronger than forecast) to which Tier II cannot be responsive.  Need 
to be conservative, but also should have management capability to adjust 
opportunity in-season that would be precluded by Tier II status. 

Separate the amounts necessary for subsistence use of king salmon into three parts 
on the Kuskokwim River. 

Much of discussion re-iterated concerns raised surrounding proposal 93 w/ 
addition of creating potential gateway for more restrictive fishing “zones” 9 within the river.  Major point also that it would do little to assist in-season 
management issues, but serve only as post-season report card. 

Create a permitting system for king salmon subsistence fishing in the Kuskokwim 
River. 

0
 

Many questions on how this permitting system would work and how it “fit” 
in with content/purpose of Proposal 222 developed by the BOF’s Kuskokwim 
Chinook panel. Most important difference noted was that it would become 
requirement for all salmon, and be established on a permanent basis.  Also 
questions remain on how potential allocation would happen.  Recognized 
that a permit system could help managers in the future.  Motion to table 
until next meeting and address issue in conjunction with Proposal #222. – 
Passed unanimous. 

Meeting recessed at 10pm – to continue 6:30pm on December 22nd 
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Bethel Fish & Game Advisory Committee 

Meeting re-convened 6:45pm December 22, 2015 by Chair Roczicka with members Tikiun, Lekander, Lavalle, White 
and Hunter present.  6 of 11 – Quorum established. 
Others present in person or via teleconference included Mark Leary, Lisa Feyereisen (Chair – Central Kusko AC), 
Dan Gilliken, ADFG-WC staff Phillip Perry and Brandon Frost of SOA Wildlife Troopers. 

BOF 222 Establish a permit system for regulating the king salmon subsistence fishery during 
times of low king salmon runs. 

Support 
XX Support 
as Amended 

Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 

Following lengthy discussion mainly surrounding potential differences 
between “community” vs “household” permits and reflecting on 
recommendations made through the BOF Kuskokwim Chinook Panel, the 
Committee voted to amend and support the proposal as follows: 
(b) In times of king salmon conservation and ANS concerns, … 
- Replace the “community” permit in (b)(1) with a “household” permit for 
king salmon that begins on June 10 w/ no end date that is based on the 
pattern of use described in the applicable board finding that recognizes 
dependence on earlier harvest/processing opportunity to achieve their ANS. 
- A king salmon household permit in (b)(2) that starts June 20th with no end 
date for users who don’t need the pattern of use as described in the 
applicable board findings to achieve their ANS 
- Permit should have names of people who are allowed to fish that permit 
listed on the permit/assignable to designated fisherman. 
- Application period would coincide with the PFD application time period. 
- Include a sunset clause for the regulation to expire January, 31 of 2019. 

BOF 98 Establish descriptions of subsistence fishing sections for the Kuskokwim River during 
times of king salmon conservation. 

XX Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 Housekeeping proposal 

BOF 99 Modify gear operation in the Kuskokwim River by limiting four-inch mesh subsistence 
gear to one gillnet per household. 

XX Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 This opportunity has been abused of its intent by many individuals setting 
multiple nets in efforts to target king salmon 

BOF 100 Establish subsistence beach seine specifications in the Kuskokwim Area. 
XX Support 

Support 
as Amended 

Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 Housekeeping proposal 
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Repeal Kuskokwim Area depth specifications for commercial gillnets greater than six-BOF 101 inch mesh. 
Support No action taken on this or following 5 proposals as no members present who 
Support had vested interest in Quinhagak/Goodnews Bay commercial fishing as Amended 6 0 districts; and felt the proposed changes that should be addressed by those Oppose 

more familiar with actual effect of potential implementation. XX NoAction 

Other Business:
 
Update from Phillip Perry on GMU 18 current moose population surveys. End of Nov/beginning of Dec.
 
this year a composition survey was completed in the Lower Kuskokwim with 623 moose observed from
 
Tuntuliak to Kalskag.  Ratios found 53 bulls to 100 cows (over half of the bulls were small spike/fork),
 
and 70 calves per 100 cows.  All this indicates a strong population showing high potential growth rate.
 
Noted also the very low predation on calves being a positive factor.
 

Next meeting scheduled for Feb 23, 2016 at 6:30pm.
 

Adjournment: 8:54 P.M.
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Central KusKoKwim FisH and game advisory Committee
	

Joe Parent Vocational Education Center, Aniak 
December 8-9, 2015 

I. Call to Order: 11:30 by Lisa Feyereisen 

II.	 Roll Call: 
Members Present: 
Ricky Cilette [Aniak] Darlene Heckman [Lower Kalskag] 
Nick Kameroff [Aniak] Walter Morgan [Lower Kalskag] 
Sohpie Sakar [Chuathbaluk]* Tim Zaukar [Crooked Creek] via teleconference 
Lucy Simeon [Chuathbaluk] Mark Leary [At Large; from Napaimute] 
Billy Alexie [Upper Kalskag] Lisa Feyereisen, Chair [At Large; from Crow Village]
    *Sophie arrived at approximately 1:30 pm, after the board deliberated on first BOF Proposal 
Members Absent: 
1 Upper Kalskag seat, 1 Crooked Creek seat; both vacant 
Number Needed for Quorum on AC: 

III.	 Approval of Agenda: 

IV.	 Agenda approved with two additions and the plan to move items around to fit guests schedule.  
Additional items; Kuskokwim Intertribal Fish Commission update by Nick Kameroff & Develop 
‘Areas of Concern’ that the Central Kuskokwim AC members have 

V.	 Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: 
Last meeting was a teleconference on December 19, 2014.  It is unknown at this time where the 
minutes are for this meeting or who was taking them. 

VI.	 AK Fish and Game Staff Present: Roger Seavoy & Doreen Parker McNeil (DWC) in person, 

Aaron Tiernan, via tele-conference, and  Nissa Pilcher (BDS) via teleconference;
 
USFWS Present: Yukon Delta Refuge, Robert Sundown, in person, Ty Benally, in person, 

USFWS Subsistence Division, Pippa Kenner, via tele-conference.
 

VII. Guests Present:  Dan Gillikan, Napaimute Environmental Director, Dave Cannon, KRWC. 

VIII.	 New Business: Chair briefly went over what an AC is and what is expected of members, ie 
attending meetings, frequency of meetings, communicating with the state and federal boards. 

AC 2
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ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH
 
JANUARY 12–16, 2016
 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES
 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 92 Modify the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan to manage the king salmon 
subsistence fishery based on the Bethel Test Fishery. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

9 0 

AC discussed how the department will tell when half of the run has gone by, 
projections for next year, past year run sizes.  Comments on how the first 
fish that go up river are the biggest and strongest.  Clarification on how this 
would only be in times of shortage. 

BOF 93 Modify the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan to establish an inriver run 
goal of king salmon above the Bethel Test Fishery. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

10 0 

Author of the proposal spoke to this proposal. Members considered how 
run size is estimated, questioned the test fishery, radio telemetry results, 
upcoming sonar project.  Believe that this concept is attempting to get fish 
for lower river as well as the headwaters, even though the department feels 
that in river run goals would be difficult to manage for; currently CPUE is 
gathered, hard to convert that to actual numbers with our current tools. 
Question asked about if historical had in river fish goals; used to have 
tributary goals.  If the river isn’t going to meet minimum escapement goal 
then lower, middle, upper residents should all be restricted equally.  Chair 
queried FWS on if dual management was to happen then would the passing 
of this proposal would work; deferred to OSM and an 804 analysis.  Noted 
that there is a lot more people in the lower river then the midd or upper. 
We need tools are thing that the department can choose to use or not, by 
passing this they will have to use the tools to use; current managers handle 
things one way,  in another couple of years we could have other managers 
and they could handle things differently. 
Unanimous support in concept, but the AC likes Proposal 94s numbers and 
justification better. 

BOF 94 Establish an inriver run goal for the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

10 0 See comments for Proposal 93; the numbers in this one we like better since 
it is considering what people harvested before the runs were depressed. 

BOF 95 Create a Tier II subsistence king salmon fishery in the Kuskokwim River. 

AC 2
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Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 96 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 10 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 97 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

10 

BOF 98 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 10 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 99 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 10 
Oppose 
No Action 
BOF 100 

Ⓧ Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 10 
No Action 

There has been little to no support for this proposal from the area. 

Separate the amounts necessary for subsistence use of king salmon into three parts 
on the Kuskokwim River. 

Concern about not meeting ANS would through river into Teir II for a section, 
also discussed was concern that this would designate fishing areas for 0 people, which was then said was not the intent by the proposer. Other 
results of other AC voting results discussed. 

Create a permitting system for king salmon subsistence fishing in the Kuskokwim 
River. 

0
 

This proposal was discussed as well as proposal 222. Committee questioned 
what species would be required to be reported on the permit, members 
noted that they were not in favor of the original idea for the community 
harvest permit due to the inability to use these permits in smaller 
communities.  Concern expressed in different reporting requirements in 
different years depending on run size, members felt this could be confusing, 
and were concerned that people could face punitive measures if they didn’t 
turn their permit in.  This is the first time that a permit system has been 
talked about for this river due to necessity and it is scary and sad but what 
else can you do to make sure that everyone gets an even amount of fish, 
some members believe that it will be difficult getting people to record and 
then turn in any permits. 
Proposal supported as amended, please see Proposal 222 for amendment. 

Establish descriptions of subsistence fishing sections for the Kuskokwim River during 
times of king salmon conservation. 

0 Housekeeping, these are boundaries that are already being used. 

Modify gear operation in the Kuskokwim River by limiting four-inch mesh subsistence 
gear to one gillnet per household. 

If times of conservation this size is still catching the kings.  Four inch nets can 0 still be closed in-season when needed.. 

Establish subsistence beach seine specifications in the Kuskokwim Area. 

0
 

Smaller mesh used to limit gilling fish and facilitate live release of non-target 
fish. Member participates in beach seining (elder) and was queried about 
what gear that her family uses and her current net fits within these 
guidelines, which they were.  Did not want to make it illegal what was 
common practice in some middle river villages. 
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BOF 101 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

10 

Repeal Kuskokwim Area depth specifications for commercial gillnets greater than six-
inch mesh. 

0 Housekeeping 
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BOF 222 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

Fish Board Generated Proposal 222 with friendly amendments:  Passed 
Unanimously 

Except as provided in this section, fish (i.e., Pike, Whitefish “spp.”, Burbot, 
Dolly Vardon, Blackfish, Grayling, Trout, Sheefish, Lamprey, Stickleback, 
Smelt “spp.”, etc.) may be taken for subsistence purposes without a 
subsistence fishing permit. 

ALL salmon may only be taken by a HARVEST TICKET.  APPLICATION 
PERIOD FOR HARVEST TICKET WILL BE OPEN FOR A MINIMUM OF 
90 CALENDAR DAYS (B3 Board Proposal). There are two types of Harvest 
Tickets to apply for.  Each household may only apply for either a Type 1 or 
Type 2 and may not apply for both types within a calendar year. 

(Type 1) A Salmon Subsistence Fishing Harvest Tickets may be issued to 
households who AFFIRMS a communal subsistence pattern of use of king 
salmon as described in the applicable Board finding; 

(i) Season dates for Salmon Subsistence Fishing Harvest Tickets BEGINS 
June 10. 

(ii) Annual Salmon Subsistence Fishing Harvest Ticket limits will be 
determined based on a percentage of annual forecasted surplus salmon, the 
number of applications received, and the number of individuals attached to 
the TICKET. 

(Type 2) A Salmon Household Fishing Harvest Ticket may be issued; 

(i) Season dates for Salmon Household Fishing Harvest Tickets BEGINS 
June 20. 

(ii) Annual Salmon Household Fishing Harvest Ticket limits will be 
determined based on a percentage of annual forecasted surplus salmon, the 
number of applications received, and the number of individuals attached to 
the TICKET. 

Rationale; See Red Font Section Below 

Rationale; 
The CKAC felt strongly that we wanted to eliminate as much paperwork as possible for the 
individual/families and the state, make the harvest ticket simple and easy to understand.  Hence on the 
ticket report which is required to be sent in at the end of the fishing season. We recommend that there 
should be 3 boxes to check that would enable the annual automatic rollover of the harvest ticket.  One box 

AC 2
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would indicate that the fisher (household) would like to re-enroll for the upcoming year in the same Type 
of harvest ticket; another box would say that the fisher would like to change the type of harvest ticket 
(Type one to Type two or vice versa); and, finally the last box if check would indicate the fisher’s choice 
is not to reapply for a harvest ticket the upcoming year.  Essentially a household would only have to apply 
for the initial harvest ticket, and then they would receive their new Type 1 or Type 2 ticket in the mail 
annually similar to how we receive our fishing calendars.  

Type 1 ticket holders would be able to utilize processing ways outside the “C & T” for all fish species 
other than Chinook salmon. 

It would be easier to know we are required to carry a harvest ticket every year (Calendar in house and 
small paper in pocket like a license), then to have to apply every January and wait until May to find out if 
it was necessary to have applied for a ticket.  By having a harvest ticket requirement annually, the only 
thing that would change annually would be the number associated with allotted “Catches”.  The number 
of catches could be unlimited in times of a vast surplus or set to a certain number in times of 
conservation, per species (depending on forecast and number of tickets etc). 

The harvest ticket would replace the “calendar”. We included all salmon species as that is what is 
included on our calendar. There would have to probably be a couple years overlap with the post season 
survey in order to test the reliability of the harvest ticket subsistence total.  However, in the future, the 
harvest ticket could potentially eliminate the need for any or all post season surveys (moneys savings for 
the state). 

The reasoning behind two different starting dates for Type 1 and Type 2 (KRSMWG Amendments), was 
the amount of time/days required to preserve your catch using C & T methods.  Those who put fish into 
smoke houses (Board findings for C & T) need more time to adequately preserve their fish, compared to 
those fishers who utilize the “freezer”, where it only requires one day in order to complete the processing 
of the fish. 

By starting the season closed, we would be following what our elders and the biologists believe that in 
order to preserve bio-diversity and a strong stock, the first fish need to pass through our river 
unmolested. This is critically important to maintaining population diversity for stabilizing ecosystem 
services, thus securing the livelihoods that depend on them.   The State has demonstrated the “front-end 
loaded” concept of our fishery with their telemetry projects in 2014 and 2015. 

This should not be considered a permit.  Subsistence fishers do not like the implied “permission” aspect 
of that noun. We chose “ticket” as a better noun. 

Alaska Board of Game Statewide Meeting, March 18-28, 2016, Fairbanks 
BOG or 

BOF 
Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Support, 
Support 

as 
Amended, 
Oppose, 

No Action 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments, Discussion (list Pros and Cons), Amendments to Proposal 

BOG 5 Modify the definition of edible meat for all game birds 
Support 10 0 Trapping bait implications discussed 

AC 2
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2.) Roger Seavoy- moose harvest handout: Comparison between Unit 19, 2013 and Unit 18, 2015. 
Discussion covered current population trends, current harvest trends, current regulations, 
discussion about Teir II and what it means, implications for the mid and upper river.  In time of 
conservation when we are restricted on fish having moose is very important. 

Areas of Concern and or Focus: 
Fishing: Conservation and the current status of all stocks; Being able to have an active role in the 

management and decisions made. 
Forgetting the lessons our elders taught us. 
Need for reduction of “Motor” size on the Aniak River and potential for” propeller only” 

regulation (no jets). 
Whitefish Lake: Overharvest of the species and littering throughout the area. There is a lack of 

accountability for the users. 
Use of 4 inch mesh nets and the incidental harvest of other species besides whitefish. 
The need to increase Predator Control for both bear and wolf. 
The lack of ethical hunting and whether or not this could be addressed through Hunter’s 

Education classes, posters, etc. 
Sport Fishing up the Aniak and whether or not they are being compliant with local traditions. 

There appears to be over crowing in some areas (combat fishing). 
The potential harmful impact of Dog Mushers on fishing populations (e.g., Burbot, Sheefish, 

Eels). 
Concerns over the potential change of Tier II status for moose season. The harvest strength of the 

large population based outside of 19a and their ability to easily overwhelm the potential surplus. 
Consider discussing whether or not the CKAC would be considered the local advisory group 

during the Donlin Gold Mine. 
Concern over poor moose browsing habit for the next five years and the effect of the viability of 

moose, due to the Aniak Complex Fires of 2015. 
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Central KusKoKwim advisory Committee
	

CKAC Meeting 12/8-9/2015 

Fish Board Generated Proposal 222 with friendly amendments:  Passed Unanimously 

Except as provided in this section, fish (i.e., Pike, Whitefish “spp.”, Burbot, Dolly Vardon, Blackfish, 
Grayling, Trout, Sheefish, Lamprey, Stickleback, Smelt “spp.”, etc.) may be taken for subsistence 
purposes without a subsistence fishing permit. 

ALL salmon may only be taken by a HARVEST TICKET.  APPLICATION PERIOD FOR HARVEST 
TICKET WILL BE OPEN FOR A MINIMUM OF 90 CALENDAR DAYS (B3). There are two types of 
Harvest Tickets to apply for.  Each household may only apply for either a Type 1 or Type 2 and may not 
apply for both types within a calendar year. 

(Type 1) A Salmon Subsistence Fishing Harvest Tickets may be issued to households who AFFIRMS a 
communal subsistence pattern of use of king salmon as described in the applicable Board finding; 
(i) Season dates for Salmon Subsistence Fishing Harvest Tickets BEGINS June 10.  
(ii) Annual Salmon Subsistence Fishing Harvest Ticket limits will be determined based on a percentage of 
annual forecasted surplus salmon, the number of applications received, and the number of individuals 
attached to the TICKET. 

(Type 2) A Salmon Household Fishing Harvest Ticket may be issued; 
(i) Season dates for Salmon Household Fishing Harvest Tickets BEGINS June 20. 
(ii) Annual Salmon Household Fishing Harvest Ticket limits will be determined based on a percentage of 
annual forecasted surplus salmon, the number of applications received, and the number of individuals 
attached to the TICKET. 

Rationale: 
The CKAC felt strongly that we wanted to eliminate as much paperwork as possible for the 
individual/families and the state, make the harvest ticket simple and easy to understand.  Hence on the 
ticket report which is required to be sent in at the end of the fishing season. We recommend that there 
should be 3 boxes to check that would enable the annual automatic rollover of the harvest ticket. One box 
would indicate that the fisher (household) would like to re-enroll for the upcoming year in the same Type 
of harvest ticket; another box would say that the fisher would like to change the type of harvest ticket 
(Type one to Type two or vice versa); and, finally the last box if check would indicate the fisher’s choice 
is not to reapply for a harvest ticket the upcoming year.  Essentially a household would only have to apply 
for the initial harvest ticket, and then they would receive their new Type 1 or Type 2 ticket in the mail 
annually similar to how we receive our fishing calendars.  

Type 1 ticket holders would be able to utilize processing ways outside the “C & T” for all fish species 
other than Chinook salmon. 
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It would be easier to know we are required to carry a harvest ticket every year (Calendar in house and 
small paper in pocket like a license), then to have to apply every January and wait until May to find out if 
it was necessary to have applied for a ticket.  By having a harvest ticket requirement annually, the only 
thing that would change annually would be the number associated with allotted “Catches”.  The number 
of catches could be unlimited in times of a vast surplus or set to a certain number in times of 
conservation, per species (depending on forecast and number of tickets etc). 

The harvest ticket would replace the “calendar”. We included all salmon species as that is what is 
included on our calendar. There would have to probably be a couple years overlap with the post season 
survey in order to test the reliability of the harvest ticket subsistence total.  However, in the future, the 
harvest ticket could potentially eliminate the need for any or all post season surveys (moneys savings for 
the state). 

The reasoning behind two different starting dates for Type 1 and Type 2 (KRSMWG Amendments), was 
the amount of time/days required to preserve your catch using C & T methods.  Those who put fish into 
smoke houses (Board findings for C & T) need more time to adequately preserve their fish, compared to 
those fishers who utilize the “freezer”, where it only requires one day in order to complete the processing 
of the fish. 

By starting the season closed, we would be following what our elders and the biologists believe that in 
order to preserve bio-diversity and a strong stock, the first fish need to pass through our river 
unmolested. This is critically important to maintaining population diversity for stabilizing ecosystem 
services, thus securing the livelihoods that depend on them.   The State has demonstrated the “front-end 
loaded” concept of our fishery with their telemetry projects in 2014 and 2015. 

This should not be considered a permit.  Subsistence fishers do not like the implied “permission” aspect 
of that noun. We chose “ticket” as a better noun. 
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Coastal Lower Yukon Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
	
Wednesday, November 18 at 12 noon  – Thursday November 19, 2015
	

Alakanuk Tribal Center
	

Meeting was called to order at 1:17 by Chair Ray Oney. 

Invocation by Mike James. 

Roll Call – Members present:  Ray Oney – Alakanuk; Dominica Strongheart – Nunam 
Iqua; Joe Uisok – Kotlik; John Lamont –Emmonak (via teleconference – alternating 
with Jake Redfox filling in as needed); Aloysius Aguchak – Scammon Bay via 
teleconference; Eric Olsen – Hooper Bay via teleconference 

Establish quorum – Coastal Lower Yukon AC must have at least 4 members present. 

Introduction of Guests: Christie Gleason, Sabrina Garcia ADF&G CF; Patrick Jones & 
Phil Perry – ADF&G WC; Sherry Wright ADF&G Boards; Michael James – Alakanuk, 
and Edward Post of Alakanuk; 

 Chair’s Comments – Thanks for everyone participating. 
 
 Concerns/Comments of Public:  Mike James is hopeful all respective villages on 

the Lower Yukon will stand up as a unified voice at the January BOF meeting. 
 
	 Concerns/Comments of AC members:  Joe Uisok trying to get the boundary 

opened up near Kotlik to allow local people to fish closer to home. We will 
discuss this when we get to those proposals.  

 
Approval of Minutes of Previous Meeting January 20, 2015.  Minutes were approved. 

Approval of Agenda – Discussion of the Joint BoF/BOG and MOA Federal but there was 
too short of notice for the committee to address these issues.  Agenda approved as 
written. 

Old Business – none 

New Business 
 ADF&G Staff Updates: Christie Gleason and Sabrina Garcia provided 

reports on fishery issues. 
	 Roster Update; Term dates – Sherry Wright reported that letters have 

been sent to the council offices for members whose terms are expiring. 
The committee discussed and approved that alternates will have the same 
term limits as the regular village seat for all future elections. 

	 Officer elections: Ray Oney nominated to serve as Chair and approved 
unanimously.  Eric Olsen nominated to serve as Vice Chair and approved 
unanimously.  John Lamont nominated to serve as Secretary and 
approved unamimously. 

Fisheries Issues – ADF&G staff Christy Gleason and Sabrina Garcia helped the 
committee on the following proposals 
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Coastal Lower Yukon Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
	
Wednesday, November 18 at 12 noon  – Thursday November 19, 2015
	

Alakanuk Tribal Center
	
 Comment on Arctic Yukon Kuskokwim BOF Proposals 

o Comments due December 28, 2015 

BOF 107 
Close the Yukon River summer chum salmon commercial fishery to protect king 
salmon. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 6 

There are already measures in place for conservation of king salmon.  A 
question if the closures would also apply to subsistence fishing.  This would 
be regardless of the size of the run. Jobs are scarce and hard to find in the 
villages. The area is very impoverished, we must oppose this.  This doesn’t 
use a biological basis for management.  The fishery helsp a lot of the youth in 
the area. 

BOF 108 
Reduce management triggers in the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management 
Plan based on the run size of summer chum salmon. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

5 1 

The committee heard the report on this proposal and Prop 109 at one time.  
By lowering the trigger will be good for us.  It will give a chance to fish during 
the summer.  We have seen a great abundance of summer chum.  This 
allows stocking for winter use needs. 

BOF 109 Modify the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management Plan triggers. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 Reference comments on Proposal 108. 

BOF 110 
Increase the commercial fishery threshold trigger in the Yukon River Drainage Fall 
Chum Salmon Management Plan. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 6 
Prefer that we remain status quo and do not delay the fishing times. 
100,000 fish would mean waiting a bit longer.  ADF&G has EO authority to 
use if needed. 

BOF 111 Eliminate the use of GHLs in the Yukon River King Salmon Management Plan. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 This would do away with the number of fish and use percentages.  

BOF 112 
Allow all gear used in Yukon Area commercial fisheries to be allowed in Yukon Area 
subsistence fisheries. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

5 1 
Question why drift gillnet is prohibited in the upper river area.  They were 
removed to prevent gear conflict in the future.  . 

BOF 113 
Prohibit the use of drift gillnets in the Yukon Area subsistence fishery and in the 
Yukon Area commercial fishery. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 6 
Have been drifting for salmon for many years and oppose this proposal.  This 
may affect our subsistence fishing.  
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Coastal Lower Yukon Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
	
Wednesday, November 18 at 12 noon  – Thursday November 19, 2015
	

Alakanuk Tribal Center
	
BOF 114 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

7 

BOF 115 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 

BOF 116 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 

BOF 117 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 

BOF 118 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 

BOF 119 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 

BOF 120 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 

BOF 122 

Require subsistence salmon fishing permits in Yukon Area District 5 and set permit 
limits for king salmon during times of king salmon conservation. 

This would require a subsistence permit in District 5. Moved to take no 
0 

action approved unanimously.  

Allow for the retention of king salmon less than 25 inches in length in Yukon Area fish 
wheel subsistence fisheries. 

6 A concern of the king salmon returning being smaller was expressed. 

During times of salmon conservation in the Yukon Area, require fish wheels with live 
boxes to be manned and require immediate release of the specified salmon. 

Appreciate the quicker release proposed.  The committee thought there was 
0 

a similar proposal that already passed. 

Prohibit the use of beach seines in the Yukon Area subsistence salmon fishery and in 
the Yukon River and Anvik River summer chum salmon commercial fisheries. 

6 Want to keep beach seine for commercial and not subsistence use. 

Establish specifications for a beach seine used for subsistence fishing in the Yukon 
Area. 

0
 
Never seen anyone on the Lower Yukon using beach seine for subsistence 
fishing.  There are fishermen talking about getting seine gear so it may 
increase on the lower Yukon.  

Require live release of king salmon from subsistence beach seines during times of king 
salmon conservation in the Yukon Area. 

0 Like the requirement to release the king salmon.  

Allow subsistence fall chum salmon fishing seven days per week in District 5 of the 
Yukon Area once a fall chum salmon commercial fishery is opened. 

Staying open 7 days per week during commercial fishery. This may allow 
subsistence users to get fish.  Fish we’re trying to protect in lower Yukon go 

6 
through windows.  The fish are still moving up the river and seems like there 
would be less escapement if the fishery were opened to 7 days per week.  

Modify Yukon Area commercial set gillnet length specification to an aggregate length 
standard. 
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Coastal Lower Yukon Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
	
Wednesday, November 18 at 12 noon  – Thursday November 19, 2015
	

Alakanuk Tribal Center
	
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 Will give the subsistence user a bit more room to fish. 

BOF 123 
Further define commercial beach seine specifications for summer chum salmon in the 
Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 Aligns with Proposal 118.  

BOF 125 
Establish gillnet gear provisions to allow a directed pink salmon commercial fishery in 
districts 1–3 of the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 

The committee expressed concern of the size of the net may impact other 
commercial fisheries and not clear on the reasoning of Kwikpak for this 
proposal.  Question if subsistence gear would be different, should this pass. 
They would most likely be separate not concurrent.  It appears that Kwikpak 
may be interested in developing a market for pink salmon.  Prices have been 
way down on pink salmon.  There has been some pink salmon sold.  This may 
allow some opportunity for developing a fishery in District 1 – 3 and put a bit 
of money in their pockets. There is some pink salmon incidentally caught 
during the summer chum salmon fishery. There are quite a few pinks out 
there. 

BOF 126 
Add purse seine gear as an allowable commercial salmon fishing gear to target 
summer chum salmon in districts 1–3 of the Yukon River during times of king salmon 
conservation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 6 0 

Question about what is the difference between the purse seine and beach 
seine and the boat size.  There is nothing specific about the size of the boat.  
They used 24 foot skiffs this summer in the test fishery.  A question if 
another permit would be required.  Department stated it would not if you 
have a permit that allows you to fish in the lower river, this would simply 
add another gear type.  Sounds like the harvest was good, but it took two 
boats and a lot of crew to handle it. There are fishermen interested in trying 
this.   

BOF 127 Expand the commercial fishing area of Yukon Area District 1. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 
This would allow a fishing opportunity in that area.  There are more set net 
fishermen than drifters.  

BOF 128 
Extend commercial fishing three miles offshore and north to Point Romanof in District 
1 of the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 0 This would allow a fishing opportunity along those coastal areas.  
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Coastal Lower Yukon Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
	
Wednesday, November 18 at 12 noon  – Thursday November 19, 2015
	

Alakanuk Tribal Center
	
Member to attend AYK BOF meeting in Fairbanks? Raymond Oney was 
nominated, and in the event he can’t go Joe Uisok will attend. 

November 19, 2015 Coastal Lower Yukon Fish & Game Advisory Committee 
meeting continued 

Meeting began at 9:02 am with the following members present: Ray Oney, Dominica 
Strongheart, Eric Olsen, Aloysius Aguchak, Jake Redfox, Joseph Uisok 
ADF&&G Present:  Sherry Wright, Phil Perry 
Public Present: Michael James, Sylvia Joseph, Gabriel Buster 

Wildlife Issues – ADF&G staff Phil Perry helped address the following proposals 
with the committee 

 Comment on Statewide BOG Proposals 
BOG 5 Modify the definition of edible meat for all game birds 

Support 
5 0 

Concern of wanton waste of game birds was expressed for support of this 
proposal. 1 absent 

BOG 17 Provide an exemption for bowhunter education requirements 

Support 
6 0 

There are some people interested in classes for bowhunting in Scammon Bay – 
and perhaps if there is enough interest they could bring the training to the 
villages 

BOG 72 Establish minimum caliber ammunition for moose hunts 

Support 

6 

0 

The committee considered Proposal 72 – 74 together in their discussion.  A 
question if passage of this proposal would eliminate use of archery equipment. 
The committee was told that it would not.  Been hearing from hunters when 
they catch a moose and when they are butchering it they find wounds in the 
animal from smaller caliber rifles.  Also they have found puss and worms in the 
meat.  

BOG 73 Establish minimum caliber ammunition for caribou hunts 

Support 6 0 Discussion included in Proposal 72 

BOG 74 Establish minimum caliber ammunition for black and brown bear hunts 

Support 6 0 Discussion included in Proposal 72 

BOG 79 Require traps to be checked every 24 hours 

Oppose 

0 

6 

Usually check traps every other day – gas prices are very high in the villages and 
this would create a huge burden. They used to camp and check traps daily, but 
not many young people in Scammon Bay are trapping.  Currently there is no time 
frame on checking traps – it is up to the trapper. Weather can be an issue and 
most trappers want to ensure a good fur for the animals they take trapping.  

BOG 80 Move trapping away from cities with a population of 1,000 or more 

Oppose 
0 

6 

There are a lot of young people that hunt mink and otter near the village that 
this would create citations for them trying to trap nearer to the village.  The city 
or tribe can introduce an ordinance for local areas if there is a problem. 

BOG 126 Reauthorize the antlerless moose season in the Remainder of Unit 18 

Support 

6 

0 

There are a lot of moose in Unit 18.  A question of any concern of browsing. 
areas. Department looks at twinning rates to determine habitat conditions and 
there is a good percentage of twinning rates observed. The moose continue to 
grow and people are happy with the bag limits.  
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Coastal Lower Yukon Advisory Committee Meeting Minutes of
	
Wednesday, November 18 at 12 noon  – Thursday November 19, 2015
	

Alakanuk Tribal Center
	
BOG 131 

Reauthorize the current resident tag fee exemptions for brown bear in Units 18, 22, 23 and 
26A 

Support 6 0 This will allow people to continue to hunt as they have. 

 
o Comments due March 4, 2015
 
o
 

Member to attend? Aloysius Aguchak was nominated as representative.  Joe Uisok 
volunteered as an alternate.  Both approved. 

 Comment on Federal Subsistence Board Proposals 
 

WP 16-36 – This would align the state and federal Unit 18 boundary descriptions. 
Support by a vote of 6 – 0. 

Public comment was a concern of seal wanton waste. This is managed by NMFS and 
may be able to be addressed by Fed Subsistence Board. 

Discuss date and location of next meeting. Meeting will be to cover BOG Western 
region proposals and at the call of the chair, most likely in November. Next meeting will 
be at Hooper Bay. 

Adjourn at 11:05 due to a power outage. Dialed back in to officially adjourn at 11:12 
am. 

Other Dates and Deadlines:
	
State:
	
January 12-17, 2016 BOF Arctic/Yukon/Kuskokwim Meeting; Fairbanks
	

Comments due December 28, 2015 
March 17, 2016 BOG Work Session; Fairbanks 

Comments due March 4, 2016 
March 18-28, 2016 BOG Statewide Cycle A & B; Fairbanks 

Comments due March 4, 2016 
April 8, 2015 BOF Proposals Due 
April 29, 2015 BOG Proposals Due; Arctic/Western & Interior Meetings 
Federal: 
Tentative 
April 11-15, 2016 Federal Subsistence Board Meeting; Anchorage 
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Delta Junction Fish & Game Advisory Committee 
11/18/15 

Delta Junction City Hall 

I. Call to Order: 6:30 by Carl Taylor 

II. Roll Call: 
Members Present: Officers: Carl Taylor - Chair, Rusty Craig – Vice Chair, Jeff Mason – Secretary. 
Regular Members: Tim Webb, Ross Baker, Tony Williams, Elizabeth Neipert. Alternates: Paul 
Dudgeon, Don Quarberg, Jack Windsor. 

Members Absent: Regular Members: Vern Aiton, Don Bunselmeier, Jacob White. Alternates: 
Mike Rogers. 

Number Needed for Quorum on AC: 6 needed, 10 present 

List of User Groups Present: None 

III. Approval of Agenda: Approved 

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Minutes from the October 28th meeting are not yet 
available and will be reviewed at the December meeting. 

V. Fish and Game Staff Present: Brandy Baker (DSF), Darren Brunning (DWC). Doreen Parker-
McNeil (DWC) 

VI. Guests Present: Catherine Hadley - Delta Wind, Jim Cummings - Golden Eagle Air, Kim Jocum -
Donnelly Training Area Natural Resources, John Haddix - Fort Wainwright Natural Resources, LTC 
William Prayner - US Army, Fort Wainwright. 

VII. Old Business: Select an alternate for the BOG Sheep Working Group.  Ross Baker was selected as 
alternate.  Jacob White is the primary representative. 

VIII. New Business: 
Biologist Reports: 
Darren Brunning reported that DWC is in the middle of flying moose surveys. 

Brandy Baker announced that a new ADF&G cabin was built this past summer at Donna Lake 
and it can now be reserved.  Donna Lake was also sampled this year to determine the status of 
fish populations since it is expected that harvest will increase as people begin using the new 
cabin.  Chet Lake and Dick’s pond were both sampled this summer and the Arctic char in both 
lakes were undersized.  She said ADF&G will be stocking rainbow trout next season instead of 
char.  Mark Lake was sampled and has a good population of rainbow trout. 
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There was a request to stock Midway Lake near Tetlin.  ADF&G conducted a bathymetric 
survey of the lake and found the deepest was 24’. Dissolved oxygen will be sampled in the lake 
this coming March and if the Department feels the lake could support fish it will be stocked in 
2017. 

The ADF&G hatchery in Fairbanks will no longer stock grayling due to State budget cuts. 
The Department did a bathymetric survey of Volkmar Lake this summer. Greatest depth 

was 34’. 
The Department helped a UAF funded project to collect northern pike from Healy Lake 

this summer for a contaminants study. Thirty pike were collected. The village is concerned that 
the military may have dumped contaminants into the lake that could be bio-accumulating in 
pike which are their primary fish subsistence species. The results of an earlier contaminants 
study on whitefish have not been released. 

Brandy also passed around a few maps showing grayling locations from the 
Goodpasture River grayling study.  She also said there were 19,500 cohos counted in the Delta 
Clearwater River this fall which compares to an approximately 5,000 fish average the last several 
years. 

Hunting on Fort Wainwright:  John Haddix and LTC William Prayner gave a thorough 
presentation on the results of the 2015 moose hunting season on Ft Wainwright lands.  They 
discussed the Army’s response to concerns from the Delta community that were expressed at an 
AC meeting last spring about access, training closures, and notification of training closures.  They 
presented handouts and fielded questions from the AC and the audience. The Army’s response 
to community concerns were much better addressed this past season and their presentation 
was well received. 

Board Proposals: The AC discussed BOF proposals and voted on several. 

Proposal 
Number 

Yes Votes No Votes Abstentions Comments 

BOF 135 0 9 1 No biological reason to support proposal 
based on input from ADF&G 

BOF 136 0 9 1 No need to complicate the regs if 2 lines 
are the norm 

BOF 137 0 9 1 No biological reason to support proposal 
based on input from ADF&G. Lake trout 
numbers are still below the desired 
level. 

BOF 139 8 1 0 
BOF 140 8 0 2 
BOF 204 9 0 1 
BOF 205 9 0 1 
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ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 135 Prohibit the use of set lines in Grizzly and Jack lakes. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 9 1 abstain. Opposed.  No biological reason to support the change.  Based on 
ADF&G input. 

BOF 136 Allow only one fishing line per angler during the Fielding Lake winter fishery. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 9 1 abstain. Opposed. No need to complicate regs if 2 rods is the norm. 

BOF 137 Allow the use of bait during the winter fishery on Fielding Lake. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 9 1 abstain.  Opposed.  No biological reason to support the change.  Based on 
ADF&G input LT #s are still below desired level. 

BOF 138 Allow retention of Arctic grayling on the Chena River. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 
BOF 139 Update the Tanana River Area stocked waters regulation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

9 1 0 abstain.  Support. 

BOF 140 Repeal Yukon River Area rainbow trout regulations. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

8 0 2 abstain.  Support. 
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STATEWIDE FINFISH AND SUPPLEMENTAL ISSUES 
March 8–12, 2016 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 204 Modify the definition of an artificial fly to include the use of a bare single hook. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

9 1 abstain 

BOF 205 Clarify that a bead not attached to a hook is an attractor, and not a lure or fly. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

9 1 abstain 

Old Business: 
Adjournment: 9:00 pm 

Minutes Recorded By: Jeff Mason
 
Minutes Approved By:
 

Date: 
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Notes taken at the Fairbanks AC Fisheries Subcommittee Meeting that occurred on 10/29/2015. There 
were 4 AC Members in attendance.  The results of this meeting were discussed at the 11/11 & 12/9, of 

which the minutes are attached to this document. 

ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

BOF 100 Establish subsistence beach seine specifications in the Kuskokwim Area. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4 0 Currently there are no restrictions, unlimited size could target Kings. 

BOF 105 Modify gear specifications to reduce king salmon harvest in the Kanektok and Arolik 
rivers. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 The committee felt this was an anti---sport fishing proposal, unworkable, 
and unnecessary. 

BOF 108 Reduce management triggers in the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management 
Plan based on the run size of summer chum salmon. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 We believed this would increase the potential for King mortality with earlier 
fishing pressure. 

BOF 109 Modify the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management Plan triggers. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 See comments to 108 

BOF 110 Increase the commercial fishery threshold trigger in the Yukon River Drainage Fall 
Chum Salmon Management Plan. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4 0 Upriver subsistence fisheries have been restricted if the department’s 
projects are high and a commercial fishery occurs in lower river. 

BOF 111 Eliminate the use of GHLs in the Yukon River King Salmon Management Plan. 

Page 1 
AC 6
1 of 7



 
 

 

  
  

 
  
  

   

  
  

  
 

  
  

 
  
  

       

   
  
  

 
  
  

  
  

    
   

    
  
  

 
  
  

       
      

     
  
  

 
  
  

    
 

    
 

  
  

 
  
  

  

  
 

  
   

  
 

     
  

  
  

 
  
  

   

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 

BOF 126 
Add purse seine gear as an allowable commercial salmon fishing gear to target 
summer chum salmon in districts 1–3 of the Yukon River during times of king salmon 
conservation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 It was noted there is likely a 10% mortality on incidentally caught Kings. 

BOF 127 Expand the commercial fishing area of Yukon Area District 1. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 
This proposal greatly expands an area open to commercial fishing to target a 
mixed stock and is inconsistent with 5 AAC 39.220, the BOF policy for the 
management of mixed stocks. 

BOF 137 Allow the use of bait during the winter fishery on Fielding Lake. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4 0 Support with clarification of typo by the proposer. The use of setlines is 
prohibited. April... Limited use of bait on one line was believed sustainable. 

BOF 138 Allow retention of Arctic grayling on the Chena River. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4 0 Support with amendment clarifying 1 fish bag limit and substituting “Badger” 
for “Piledriver.” 

BOF 143 Reduce the bag and possession limit of northern pike in the Minto Flats Northern Pike 
Management Plan. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4 0 

The author, Marv, cited downward trend of pike population and high winter 
harvest. Klaus noted harvest was in sustainable range, and Pike have 
naturally fluctuating populations. After significant discussion, the 
subsistence area would start one mile above the confluence of the Chatanika 
River and Goldstream Creek, and the legal daily bag limit would be 10 fish 
under 30”. 

BOF 144 Allow the use of five and one-half inch mesh gillnets across an entire channel in 
portions of the Koyukuk River for the purpose of targeting northern pike. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4 
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Fairbanks Fish and Game Advisory Committee 
11.11.15 Meeting Minutes 

Alpine Lodge, Fairbanks, AK 

I. Call to Order: 18:45 by the chair 
II. Roll Call – 

CHAIR 
Virgil 
Umphenour 

VICE-
CHAIR 
Mike 
Kramer 

SECRETARY 

Kirk Schwalm Al 
Barrette 

Chuck 
Derrick 

Andrew 
Glasgow 

Warren 
Giuchici 

Emma Lee 
Grennan 

Present X X X X X X 

Absent 

Abs/Excused X X 

Lee Hazen Bill Larry Jeff Lucas Mike 
Tinker 

Larry 
Morris 

Valerie 
Baxter 

Lyle 
Shelnut 

Present X X X X X X X 

Absent 

Abs/Excused 

III. Approval of Agenda: Unanimous 

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: Unanimous for October and April 2015 

V.   Correspondence: None 

VI. Fish & Game Staff Present: Don Young, Tony Hollis, Klaus Wuttig, Tim Viavant 

VII.   Guests: Dave Bump (AWT), Reed Morisky (BoF), Orville Huntington (BoF), John Haddix, LTC 
Praynor, LTC Bonan, Marvin Hassebroek, Ethan Birkholz, Mark (ABH&A), Glen Holt, Becky (didn’t 
catch last name). 

VIII. Comments 

Chair: Update the AC on the Eastern Interior RAC meeting and F&WS wanting to impose NPS like 
restrictions. 

AC Member Comments: Valerie spoke to the need to have game subcommittee meetings to address 
BoG proposals for this year.  Mike Tinker voiced concerns with the BoGs negative attitude towards the 
ACs. 

Public Comments: None 
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IX. F&G Staff Reports: Don Young gave an update on Delta caribou and 20A moose as well as 
ruffed grouse.  Tony Hollis gave an update on 20B moose and 20A and White Mountains sheep.  Tim 
Viavant updated on Yukon King salmon escapements.  Pranor and Haddix gave an update on access to 
military lands. 

X.   Old Business: Discussion of interim approval of minutes.  Moved and passed unanimously to 
retain the minute committee and publish a notice of meeting automatically after every meeting. 

XI. New Business: 

BoF proposal 143 regarding Minto pike.  The author, Marv Hassebroek spoke to his proposal and how 
it was designed to help with concerns with the Pike population and size decline over the years.  Klaus 
stated the department did not have a biological concern. Moved and seconded to amend proposal to 
release fish over 30” and close an area within a mile of the mouth of Goldstream Creek.  The AC voted 
10-3 in support.  Those in support spoke to size and population concerns.  

BoF proposal 136 & 137 regarding Fielding Lake trout.  The author, Ethan Birkholz spoke to his 
proposals.  He spoke to the typos in the book for 137 and how no bait effectively eliminates any 
opportunity for Burbot. Wishes for set lines to continue to be prohibited but for season and methods 
and means to change to allow harvest of lake trout within objectives and also allow Burbot fishing.  
The AC supported this proposal 13-0.  

XII. Adjourn: 22:30 
Minutes Recorded by Kirk Schwalm 
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Fairbanks Fish and Game Advisory Committee 
12.09.15 Meeting Minutes 

Alpine Lodge, Fairbanks, AK 

I. Call to Order:  Chair at 18:42 

II. Roll Call – 

CHAIR 
Virgil 
Umphenour 

VICE-
CHAIR 
Mike 
Kramer 

SECRETARY 

Kirk Schwalm Al 
Barrette 

Chuck 
Derrick 

Andrew 
Glasgow 

Warren 
Giuchici 

Emma Lee 
Grennan 

Present X X X X X 

Absent 

Abs/Excused X X X 

Lee Hazen Bill Larry Jeff Lucas Mike 
Tinker 

Larry 
Morris 

Valerie 
Baxter 

Lyle 
Shelnut 

Present X X X X 

Absent 

Abs/Excused X X X 

III. Approval of Agenda: Unanimous with addition of further discussion of board support budget.  

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: November 11, 2015 approved unanimously. 

V.   Correspondence: None. 

VI. Fish & Game Staff Present: Tim Viavant, Tony Hollis, Don Young.  

VII. Guests: Glen Holt, Marvin Hassebroek, Mark Richards (ABH&A), Lori Richards, Lucas Denim 
(UAF), Trooper Hildebrandt, Reb Simpson (UAF). 

VIII. Comments
 

Chair Comments: Yukon Salmon Treaty meeting coming up this weekend.  


AC Member Comments:
 

Mike Kramer, spoke to the battle over the location of the upper cook inlet BoF meeting.  


Public Comments: Marvin Hasseboek asked for clarification as to the AC’s amendment to his proposal
 
143. 
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IX. F&G Staff Reports: 

Don Young, moose surveys in 20A and 20B, good conditions this year.  Generally alternate years of 
where the intensive survey is done. Available of pilots was limited this year. In 20A, completed 15% 
of the survey areas.  37.4/100 calf cow ratio and 29.6/100 bull cow ratio on the observed.  29.4 
bull/cow and 37.4/100 calf cow on the model.  Bull/cow ratio has come down a little and right out 
30/100 goal.  Recruitment has been down the last three years.  Calf/cow ratios are up.  12,300 current 
population estimate, 2013 was 10,100 but may have been a poor estimate. 

Tony Hollis, 20B moose.  Surveyed 100 of 1628 units, 6%.  Bull/cow ratio may be down slightly.  Low 
intensity survey, may be less accurate.  Population estimate likely to take till January.  35 cows taken in 
the Minto hunt.  

Nothing from Sport Fish.   

X.   Old Business: 

XI. New Business: 

Correct the minutes the quorumless meeting on December 1, 2015 to reflect Warren was not present but 
excused but Jeff was and that Lee was excused.  Passed unanimously.  

Update on sheep working group by Mike Kramer.  Meeting started late due to facilitator being delayed.  
Small group breakouts.  At the end of the day Sunday tasked with reporting back to the groups what 
was accomplished, but it seemed like not much was accomplished.  All agreed that conservation of 
Sheep was important and that another meeting would be held in Fairbanks. No specifics, no biology, 
no regulation.  BoG Chair Spraker stated the board would give great weight to the working group’s 
recommendations.  

Al Barrette also updated on sheep working group.  Facilitator needed time to come up to speed on the 
process for management and regulations in Alaska.  Many participants complained about a lack of faith 
in the Board, and breakout sessions brought out top concerns were board generated proposals and a 
lack of transparency. 

Mark Richards also updated on the sheep working group.  Lots of repeal 207 comments.   

Selection of Mike’s replacement for January meeting.  Kirk Schwalm nominated and passed 
unanimously. 

Comments on AYK BoF proposals: 

Proposal 100, size limits for beach seines on the Kusko.  The subcommittee supported.   

Proposal 105, limits on the size of fly gear to discourage hooking King Salmon. The subcommittee 
opposed as an anti sport proposal, unworkable, and unneeded.  

Proposal 107, halts commercial summer chum fishing.  The subcommittee recommended TNA. 

Proposal 108, reduce triggers for commercial chum.  The subcommittee opposed as it may increase 
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King mortality.
 

Proposal 109, would lower triggers and projections.  The subcommittee opposed as it may impact King
 
harvest. The full AC opposed 0-9.  


Proposal 110, would increase fall chum projection from 500,000 to 600,00 before the com fishery
 
opened.  The subcommittee opposed. The full AC supported 9-0.  


Proposal 111, would eliminate harvest levels and use percentages.  The subcommittee opposed. The full
 
AC opposed 0-9.  


Proposal 112, allow any legal comm gear for subsistence.  The subcommittee supported.  


Proposal 113, to ban drift gillnets on the Yukon.  The subcommittee supported.   


Proposal 115, allow retention of <25” kings in fish wheels.  The subcommittee supported.  


Proposal 120, allow subsistence chum fishing 7 days a week when a comm fishery is opened. The
 
subcommittee recommended TNA.
 

Proposal 126, allow purse seines on the Yukon. The subcommittee opposed due to 10% mortality on
 
incidental caught Kings in purse seines based on studies form Columbia River. 


Proposal 127, expands the definition of the mouth of the Yukon.  The subcommittee opposed as
 
inconsistent for the BoF policy on management of mixed stocks, 5 AAC 39.220.  Would add 18 miles
 
of open area to an existing area of 100 miles.  Opposed unanimously. 


Proposal 135, NPS proposal to ban Burbot fishing with set lines on state owned lakes surrounded by
 
Wrangell St. Elias Park.  The subcommittee opposed.  


Proposal 138, FAC proposal to allow retention of 1 small grayling in the lower Chena river.  The 
subcommittee supported with amendment to reflect Badger slough rather than Piledriver slough and 
one fish bag limit.  The full AC supported 9-0.  

Proposal 144, The full AC opposed 9-0.   


Moved and passed unanimously to approve these minutes that were recorded live.  


XII. Adjourn: 20:30 
Minutes Recorded by Kirk Schwalm 
Minutes reviewed at the conclusion of the meeting by 

Chair and approved 
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Grayling Anvik Shageluk Holy Cross Fish and Game Advisory Committee Meeting
 
Via Teleconference
 

Saturday, December 12, 2015
 

I. Call to Order: 12:25 by Ken Chase (Chair) 

II. Roll Call: 
Members Present: 

Ken Chase (Chair) & Cliff Hickson; Anvik 
Marlene Madros; Shageluk 
Kathy Chase, Holy Cross 
Bruce Werba, Undesignated 

Members Absent: Harry Maillelle & William Painter; Grayling and Arnold Hamilton, Shageluk 

Number Needed For Quorum on AC: 5 

III. Approval of Agenda: This meeting is to take the place of a face-to-face meeting that was to 
occur earlier this week in Grayling.  A reduced agenda was discussed and accepted.  The only 
topics to be covered will be approval of all past minutes, chair report, and discussion of AYK BOF 
Proposals. 

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: From  11/2/15; 12/17/14; 11/5/14;4/6/15; 1/28/14 all 
approved 

V. Fish and Game Staff Present: Christina Gleason & Sabrina Garcia (DCF), Nissa Pilcher (BDS) 

VI. Guests Present: Joy Hamilton & Jewel Workman (Shageluk) Ben Benjamin (Holy Cross) 

VII. Old Business: not discussed at this teleconference 

VIII. New Business: 
Chair Report; 
Returned from Galena to attend visitation for Sidney Huntington who passed away a 
couple days earlier; very respected man in regards to resources.  He sat on BOG for many 
years, advocacy for children getting involved in resource management.  Chair noted that 
they both attended the recent RAC in Galena and Mr. Huntington testified that “it is in 
the hands of you people” meaning we all need to be involved in the management in our 
resources on every level.  This is exactly what we are trying to do this with our 
committee. 
Chair noted that he wasn’t pleased on the RAC’s actions especially on BOF’s proposal 
125; people on the council from our areas voted against it and concerned with this; 
anything that will get pinks out of the river is a good thing they destroy chum redds.  The 
nomination period for the RAC is coming up so if anyone wants to get on the council it is 
always good to have crossover from the council to this committee. 
Chair also commented on the winter lamprey fishery, concerned, taking them but we 
don’t know anything about them.  Department has told me they won’t take any more but 
concerned 
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Committee noted that they would like to do something to serve as a remembrance for 
Gabe [founding AC member that passed away in the spring, had served on the committee 
for decades] in something. It was suggested at the next face to face meeting, which 
should be in Grayling which was where he lived,  we should have prior arrangements 
with host community so we can bring in food or something similar and have a thank you 
to the community and recognize Gabe; he was very instrumental on the GASH board and 
was a man that knew things. 
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ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 107 Close the Yukon River summer chum salmon commercial fishery to protect king 
salmon. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 5 

Members noted that the buyers are mostly in 1 2, no buyers in 3,4,5. D4 
has a terminal harvest roe fishery that could be enacted if we have a market 
in the future which the passing of this proposal would put in jeopardy. 

Committee said that while we don’t even get a chance to get kings up here, a 
vote to close the CF down it would be disastrous to some folks down river 
since it is the only way they make money. Committee would be interested in 
any alternatives to explore to reduce the kings caught during the chum 
directed fishery. While the number of kings caught incidentally is a bit 
disheartening, it doesn’t seem like a good idea to close the whole river off to 
make a point. 

BOF 108 Reduce management triggers in the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management 
Plan based on the run size of summer chum salmon. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 5 

First pulse is always the better one. 

Members noted that they use dip nets in the Anvik River but would not try 
to use them in the Yukon, and that they would like to see the triggers 
lowered for the Anvik river. We like Proposal 109s numbers better. 

BOF 109 Modify the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management Plan triggers. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

5 0 
First pulse is always the better one.  Members noted that they use dip nets 

in the Anvik River but would not try to use them in the Yukon, and that they 
would like to see the triggers lowered for the Anvik river. 

BOF 110 Increase the commercial fishery threshold trigger in the Yukon River Drainage Fall 
Chum Salmon Management Plan. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4* 
We don’t think too much of this proposal 

*Member had to step out; lacking quorum now 

BOF 111 Eliminate the use of GHLs in the Yukon River King Salmon Management Plan. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

Members affirmed that this change would only effect commercial king 
fishing.  It’s not hurting anything, why take them out.  If we take them out 
then have to go through the process to get them back again if we want them 
back; just leave it alone. 
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BOF 112 Allow all gear used in Yukon Area commercial fisheries to be allowed in Yukon Area 
subsistence fisheries. 

Support Sounds fair but there are so many different gill net sizes you would need to 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4* 0 
bring a tape measure with you. Discussion of the impacts of the passage of 
this proposal as well as the gear types involved. Will keep everyone honest. 
Bottom line, subsistence is supposed to have priority over commercial. 

BOF 113 Prohibit the use of drift gillnets in the Yukon Area subsistence fishery and in the 
Yukon Area commercial fishery. 

Support 
Support 

This is a slap in the face; This is the MAIN way we get our subsistence fish. 

as Amended 0 5* 
Oppose 
No Action *Marlene is back 

BOF 114 Require subsistence salmon fishing permits in Yukon Area District 5 and set permit 
limits for king salmon during times of king salmon conservation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 

The spread of this idea is scary and we want the board to know we don’t like 
this, but it isn’t in our area so we will leave it for the local ACs in D5 

No Action 

BOF 115 Allow for the retention of king salmon less than 25 inches in length in Yukon Area fish 
wheel subsistence fisheries. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 5 

This is a double edged sword.  They scew genetics, but they also add to 
overall escapement and this would change the overall escapement. Either 
leave it open or close it; this creates a loophole and it could be difficult for 
enforcement 

BOF 116 During times of salmon conservation in the Yukon Area, require fish wheels with live 
boxes to be manned and require immediate release of the specified salmon. 

Support We can’t afford to do that [sit on a fish wheel whenever its running]! We 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 0 5 

get more fish down here then they do up river and that is why we use live 
boxes instead of chutes. If the board amended it to be checked every 4 
hours from every 6 hours as it is currently, would support that. Member 
commented it might be financially difficult even then, in reference to burring 
boat fuel to check wheels. 

(committee did not vote on amending the proposal, but simply opposed it) 

BOF 117 Prohibit the use of beach seines in the Yukon Area subsistence salmon fishery and in 
the Yukon River and Anvik River summer chum salmon commercial fisheries. 

Support 
Support We have been beach seining in Anvik for last 15 years, Anvik has its own 

as Amended 0 5 terminal fishery and our run isn’t detracting from the Yukon run 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 118 Establish specifications for a beach seine used for subsistence fishing in the Yukon 
Area. 

Support 
Support We support beach seines. Converted fathoms to feet; 900 feet.  That is a 

as Amended really big sein.  And is in excess of what we use, if this is the case then why 
Oppose 
No Action 

call it a beach seine, call it a purse seine, which what it would be. 
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BOF 119 Require live release of king salmon from subsistence beach seines during times of king 
salmon conservation in the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

5 0 

We did this in the Anvik last year so this is a good proposal. Leave it as is, 
say if you catch a beaver then you have to let them go. Clarified that this 
would only be in times of shortage, would like the keep them not in times of 
conservation. 

BOF 120 Allow subsistence fall chum salmon fishing seven days per week in District 5 of the 
Yukon Area once a fall chum salmon commercial fishery is opened. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 

0 5 The department has this option already, and it removes flexibility from the 
department which we don’t want to do. 

No Action 

BOF 121 
Expand the area of allowable subsistence drift gillnet fishing for chum salmon in 
Subdistrict 4-A of the Yukon Area. 

Support This is something we have been wanting in this area, but as conversation 
Support continued, the committee decided that after summer before fall wouldn’t 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4* 0 
do any good because there is no fish in the river.  Summer chum this time 
of year are all spun out and not edible. We don’t need it. Don’t like dates, 
don’t like the restrictions. 

*Members battery died on phone, will call back when he finds another 

BOF 122 Modify Yukon Area commercial set gillnet length specification to an aggregate length 
standard. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 

4* 0 Discussion of current subsistence practices.  Some guys in the old days used 
to fish with a shackle.  Support, simplify the regs.  Support 

No Action 

BOF 123 Further define commercial beach seine specifications for summer chum salmon in the 
Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended See comments for 118 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 124 Allow for six-inch or smaller mesh gillnets in the commercial salmon fishery in Yukon 
River District 6 by emergency order. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended No Comment 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 125 Establish gillnet gear provisions to allow a directed pink salmon commercial fishery in 
districts 1–3 of the Yukon Area. 

Support Don’t eat humpies (pinks) don’t have any problem with pink harvesting if it 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

4* 0 
is not interfering with the chums or kings.  Some years our rivers are overrun 
with pinks, and was told by Joe Reddington Sr that they kill off the egg beds 
(redds) of the other fish.  They run thick and if someone can make use of 
them then I support it. 
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BOF 126 
Add purse seine gear as an allowable commercial salmon fishing gear to target 
summer chum salmon in districts 1–3 of the Yukon River during times of king salmon 
conservation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 4* We didn’t like this last time it came up, even though the proposals are 
slightly different we still do not support it. 

BOF 127 Expand the commercial fishing area of Yukon Area District 1. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 5* 

Don’t know if we want to get involved in that one.  Seems like 
allowing greater piece of pie for those com fishermen and doesn’t give 
us any advantages.  Expanding commercial fishing in these times 
doesn’t’ seem like a good idea.  
*Member was able to call back in 

BOF 128 Extend commercial fishing three miles offshore and north to Point Romanof in District 
1 of the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 5

  Don’t know if we want to get involved in that one.  Seems like 
allowing greater piece of pie for those com fishermen and doesn’t give 
us any advantages.  Expanding commercial fishing in these times 
doesn’t’ seem like a good idea. 

The committee discussed finalizing minutes for submittal to the boards.  Chairman is approved by 
committee to sign off on minutes for submission to boards. 

The next meeting to be in Grayling in February.  Hopefully we can ride snow machines; it would help 
keep the cost of the meetings down and save the state some money. Date for the meeting is TBA. 

Old Business: 
Adjournment: 

none 
3:45 pm 

Minutes Recorded By: Cliff Hickson 
Minutes Approved By: Ken Chase 
Date: _______________________ 
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Middle Yukon AC Meeting
 
Nulato
 

12/9/2015
 

I. Call to Order: 12:15 pm by Benedict Jones, Chair 

II. Roll Call: 
Members Present: Paddy Nollner, Galena; Benedict Jones, Koyukuk; Arnold Demoski, Michael 
Stickman, Douglas Patsy, Nulato; Tommy Esmailka, Earl Esmailka, Richard Burnham, Kaltag 
Members Absent: Fred Huntington, Charlie Green, Dick Evens, Galena; Percy Lolnitz, Koyukuk; 
Kevin Saunders, Kaltag 
Number Needed For Quorum on AC: 7 

III. Approval of Agenda:  Yes; would like an update on Wood Bision 

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: From meeting date: 4/9/2015 

V. Fish and Game Staff Present: Christy Gleason, DCF 

VI. Guests Present: Jeremy Havener (FWS), Walter Stickman, Joe Turner, Laura Nickolia 

VII. Old Business: Old Business 
Nulato Moose Season; USFWS drafting proposal to change moose season per Arnold. 

VIII.	 New Business: 
Member noted that the BOF potentially going to a five year cycle due to budget cuts; stated that 
it won’t be the first thing to go. 

Elections 
Micky, Doug, Arnold interested in serving again. There was discussion with the other residents 
of Nulato about if anyone was interested in serving. No one else wanted to serve.  Micky, Doug, 
and Arnold were elected again for a three year term. 

Concerns 
Concerned with all the proposals against drift netting, which is how we fish.  This is concerning. 
Last time it was from downriver, now it is upriver.  We know where our fish run as opposed to 
fish that are going further up river and we target our own fish.  Last year we didn’t put any 
proposals in because we didn’t’ see the need to mess with anything; Department has the ability 
and flexibility to manage within the run, and then all of these proposals show up that are against 
drift fishing.  Then we have to react to those proposals, which is why we are sending someone 
to the meeting in Fairbanks so our voice can be heard. 

Christy Gleason (DCF) gave overview of Summer Season & Fall Season 
Members said thank you, got an opportunity to fish when they weren’t expecting it Think the 
BOF should take advice from elders. Last summer we knew the fish were there 
Questions asked about Pilot Station Sonar project 
Escapement to Canada discussed 
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ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH
 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016
 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES
 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 107 Close the Yukon River summer chum salmon commercial fishery to protect king 
salmon. 

Support 
Support The department already have the flexibility to manage this way if it is 

as Amended 0 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 108 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 0 
Oppose
 
No Action
 
BOF 109 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 8 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 110 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 8 
Oppose
 
No Action
 
BOF 111 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 0 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 112 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 0 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

8
 warranted. Eliminates any potential at all for any commercial fishing. 

Reduce management triggers in the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management 
Plan based on the run size of summer chum salmon. 

8
 

Concerned with this number; the department has a bit more of a buffer on 
theirs then this one. Even a good spot you can catch fish one day and not 
the next; understand why there is commercial fishing on the Yukon but it 
seems like all of the problems started when this practice began. 

Modify the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management Plan triggers. 

0 Like this one better then Proposal 108 

Increase the commercial fishery threshold trigger in the Yukon River Drainage Fall 
Chum Salmon Management Plan. 

0 Seems like a good idea 

Eliminate the use of GHLs in the Yukon River King Salmon Management Plan. 

Questioned over the benefit of eliminating the use of the GHLs; while it 
8 doesn’t appear that this would change much we are concerned with the 

intent of the author of this proposal. 

Allow all gear used in Yukon Area commercial fisheries to be allowed in Yukon Area 
subsistence fisheries. 

8
 

Concern it would allow drifting all over the river and further up the river the 
fish become more concentrated and the channels become much smaller; a 
300 foot net in a two mile wide river doesn’t matter much; a 300 foot net up 
by Tanana or Eagle would cork off a larger portion of the river.  Understand 
this is a matter of fairness, but the river isn’t the same all the way up it. 
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BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF
 

113
 

0
 

114
 

115
 

0
 

116
 

8
 

117
 

119
 

8
 

120
 

0
 

121
 

Prohibit the use of drift gillnets in the Yukon Area subsistence fishery and in the 
Yukon Area commercial fishery. 

8 No discussion; for the record this is how most members in this area fish. 

Require subsistence salmon fishing permits in Yukon Area District 5 and set permit 
limits for king salmon during times of king salmon conservation. 

This is not our area. 

Allow for the retention of king salmon less than 25 inches in length in Yukon Area fish 
wheel subsistence fisheries. 

8 Seems like it would be difficult to enforce. 

During times of salmon conservation in the Yukon Area, require fish wheels with live 
boxes to be manned and require immediate release of the specified salmon. 

0 Clarification on manned vs. unmanned wheels on commercial fish wheels. 

Prohibit the use of beach seines in the Yukon Area subsistence salmon fishery and in 
the Yukon River and Anvik River summer chum salmon commercial fisheries. 

Don’t know much about the downriver beach seine fishery, but do know a 
bit about the Anvik beach seine fishery which seems to work well to target 
specific fish in that fishery. 

Require live release of king salmon from subsistence beach seines during times of king 
salmon conservation in the Yukon Area. 

0 Believe this is a good idea; for conservation. 

Allow subsistence fall chum salmon fishing seven days per week in District 5 of the 
Yukon Area once a fall chum salmon commercial fishery is opened. 

Seems like the department can do this if the numbers warrant it already; 
8 nice to be able to fish on a nice day as opposed to a rainy one and this would 

help out with that, but would take away the flexibility of the department. 

Expand the area of allowable subsistence drift gillnet fishing for chum salmon in 
Subdistrict 4-A of the Yukon Area. 
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Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

8 0 Discussed implications of this proposal; may be allowing people to do 
something legally that they might have already been doing. 

BOF 126 
Add purse seine gear as an allowable commercial salmon fishing gear to target 
summer chum salmon in districts 1–3 of the Yukon River during times of king salmon 
conservation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 8 This is a whole new method for fishing and could be a hardship on the kings. 

BOF 127 Expand the commercial fishing area of Yukon Area District 1. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 8 

We are still hurting and if it wasn’t for the summer and fall chums we would 
be in a world of hurt.  Don’t’ think that it is a good idea to expand 
commercial fishing at this time.  Not saying that commercial fishing should 
never be expanded, just this is not a good time to be doing it. 

BOF 128 Extend commercial fishing three miles offshore and north to Point Romanof in District 
1 of the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 8 

We are still hurting and if it wasn’t for the summer and fall chums we would 
be in a world of hurt.  Don’t’ think that it is a good idea to expand 
commercial fishing at this time.  Not saying that commercial fishing should 
never be expanded, just this is not a good time to be doing it. 

BOF 144 Allow the use of five and one-half inch mesh gillnets across an entire channel in 
portions of the Koyukuk River for the purpose of targeting northern pike. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

8 0 

Like the idea of them catching as much pike as they can use; there are 
monsters in that area. But how many outboard motors will be caught/how 
many nets will be torn up by those motors. 
Amendment to change it to only block ¾ of the channels 

Richard Burnham was selected to attend the AYK BOF meeting in Fairbanks 

Minutes Recorded By: Richard Burnham 
Minutes Approved By: Benedict Jones 
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Minto Nenana Fish and Game Advisory Committee
 
November 12, 2015
 

Nenana
 

I. Call to Order: Time by Tim McManus, Nenana Co-Chair @ 12:00 pm 

II.	 Roll Call: 
Members Present: 
Minto Members 

Philip Titus, Freddy Titus, Knowland Silas 
Nenana Members 

Victor Lord, Rondell Jimmy, Timothy McManus, Steve Ketzler 

Members Absent: Minto- Ron Silas & Roy Charlie; Nenana- Ray Stevens 

Number Needed for Quorum on AC: 6 

List of User Groups Present: N/A 

III. Approval of Agenda: Yes 

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: From meeting date 2/2/2015 Approved 

V. Fish and Game Staff Present: Jeff Estesen & Christy Gleason, DCF, Tony Hollis, DWC, 
Nissa Pilcher, BDS, (Caroline Brown, SUBS via teleconference) 

VI.	 Guests Present: Donald Charlie; Nenana Chief, Mike Carson, Orville Huntington, Reed 
Morisky, Tim Abbot (DPS) 

VII. Old Business: N/A 

VIII. New Business: 
Stephanie Schmidt(DCF) gave Summer Season Update 
Members Commented: 
Chinook seemed to come back, didn’t drop a net due to concerns but a couple gus did and glad; 
deaths and eating fish 
Always approach season conservatively is my thought 
Ways current laws are written, it fish # are in river mandated to provide opportunity 
Current year escapement for parent year; 2009 2010 Canada 65000 32000 only 
For next year, 2010 and 2011, for 2011 escapement 46000 
Tim fished; caught a king salmon when fishing for whitefish June 17th a week or two later started 
catching more.  First fish big fish.  Did pretty good, got enough for family and potlatch; 160 kings and 
40 chums thought it was a good season 
Steve Fished early too, way different run then we used to have, seemed to be steady, longer quality 
good. Don’t know what to expect next year but this was a good year.  Downriver fishing was well. 
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ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH
 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016
 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES
 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 107 Close the Yukon River summer chum salmon commercial fishery to protect king 
salmon. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 

BOF 108 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 
BOF 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

109 

BOF 110 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action

BOF 112 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 

BOF 113 

7
 

That would shut down D6 commercial fishery. Commercial license 
holder in the Tanana we don’t fish would like to fish on summer chum 
and make some dollars.  Don’t believe they are trying to target us but 
the way it is written it does. Discussion over significant change to the 
proposal (amending) such as removing the Tanana draining from the 
proposal at the BOF level will probably not work due to lack of public 
involvement 

Reduce management triggers in the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon 
Management Plan based on the run size of summer chum salmon. 

No action at this time; representative at BOF charged with working out a 
solution in committee 

Modify the Yukon River Summer Chum Salmon Management Plan triggers. 

No action at this time; representative at BOF charged with working out a 
solution in committee 

Increase the commercial fishery threshold trigger in the Yukon River Drainage Fall 
Chum Salmon Management Plan. 

 Question on intent of proposal; providing more fish for subsistence? 
Divided; up river and understand where RAC is coming from, but also 
understand department.  AC got fish they wanted, but might change mind in 
Feb, could always  never seem to get enough. 

Allow all gear used in Yukon Area commercial fisheries to be allowed in Yukon 
Area subsistence fisheries. 

 Noted what would the change would be; Drift gillnets would be allowed in 
7 D4-6Concern that all the big fish would be caught downriver and this type of 

fishing is not feasible in the Tanana. 

Prohibit the use of drift gillnets in the Yukon Area subsistence fishery and in the 
Yukon Area commercial fishery. 
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Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 114 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

7 

BOF 115 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 7 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 116 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 7 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 117 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action

BOF 118 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 7 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 119 

Lower river has more opportunity and more gear types to fish, and if 
they fish the middle of the river then they take our fish.  In Koyukuk, 
you set 20 minutes you get 50 kings in net; they know where to go to 
get fish. This doesn’t seem right, but at the same time, we  don’t want 
to be the one to take food out of someone’s mouth.  We have strong 
relationship with the department, and we would hope that the people 
further down the river feel the same.  

Require subsistence salmon fishing permits in Yukon Area District 5 and set permit 
limits for king salmon during times of king salmon conservation. 

0
 

Question on permit accountability, Permits in this area already all the time, 
this proposal for ‘in times of king salmon shortage’.  Tanana River permit 
system is a great thing don’t see why the rest of the Yukon isn’t held to the 
same accountability.  We have best fish in the world and they get caught up 
and smoked.  We don’t know who fish in district 5, not all that live there fish 
there and this would be a good way to track who is there.  Onfused; if times 
of conservation then why are we fishing.  Department has no idea what is 
being taken out of D5.  Considered where D5 was and where permits were 
already required. 

Allow for the retention of king salmon less than 25 inches in length in Yukon Area 
fish wheel subsistence fisheries. 

0
 

Keep the jacks off the spawning grounds; manning fishwheels or 
putting on a size excluder box.  Right now you have to man wheels 
anyways, you would just have to carry a measure tape or stick.  Have 
eaten jacks before; if given the choice ofo kings or small kings I’ll take 
the small kings. 

During times of salmon conservation in the Yukon Area, require fish wheels with 
live boxes to be manned and require immediate release of the specified salmon. 

 No one here has a live box. IF there are a lot of fish coming up this could tie 
0 our hands since we don’t.  Members stated that fish can be confused if stay in 

live box too long. That all said, this idea seems like a good one. 

Prohibit the use of beach seines in the Yukon Area subsistence salmon fishery and 
in the Yukon River and Anvik River summer chum salmon commercial fisheries. 

 We don’t want to take food out of mouths downriver, but don’t like this gear 
type. 

Establish specifications for a beach seine used for subsistence fishing in the Yukon 
Area. 

0
 

Require live release of king salmon from subsistence beach seines during times of 
king salmon conservation in the Yukon Area. 
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Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

7 0 

BOF 122 Modify Yukon Area commercial set gillnet length specification to an aggregate 
length standard. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

7 0 

BOF 123 Further define commercial beach seine specifications for summer chum salmon in 
the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

7 0 

BOF 124 Allow for six-inch or smaller mesh gillnets in the commercial salmon fishery in 
Yukon River District 6 by emergency order. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

7 0 

BOF 126 
Add purse seine gear as an allowable commercial salmon fishing gear to target 
summer chum salmon in districts 1–3 of the Yukon River during times of king 
salmon conservation. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 7 
Question on what other kind of species are caught; cisco, other whitefish, 
burbot, pike, pink killed due to gilling.  Efficient fishing gear, concerned with 
length of season and number of fishermen that would take advantage.   

BOF 138 Allow retention of Arctic grayling on the Chena River. 
Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 7 

Popular fishing time in the area.  Unsure if stocks can handle fishing.  
Need more current data to show us the population is doing better before 
we would be ok with it. 

BOF 143 Reduce the bag and possession limit of northern pike in the Minto Flats Northern 
Pike Management Plan. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

6 1 

Member commented that there was l and for sale by Murphy Dome, and that 
there was therefore room for future exploitation of this resource.  Current 
harvest reporting methods and numbers given.  Some members have fished 
there before long ago, but only caught only smaller fish.  Support restrictions 
because this fishery targets fish that are utilized in the flats.  Opposing vote 
was against restriction on subsistence in any shape or form. 

Rondell to go to the BOF to represent the AC this year 

Jeff Estensen(DCF) gave the Fall season update. 
General discussion about fishing this year. 
Action Item: 
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Steve wants to put in a proposal next AYK Cycle to increase the bag limit for Grayling around Nenana to
 
10 per day to make it worthwhile to go fishing.
 

Tony Hollis (DWC) gave an update on Surveys being/to be conducted, as well as current known hunting 

numbers, and an update on the ongoing Minto Flats Moose Registration Hunt. The Youth Drawing hunt
 
in GMU 20 was discussed. Members stated they like the youth hunt idea.
 
Members noted that they had seen a lot of cows with calves this summer.
 

Alaska Board of Game Statewide Meeting, March 8-18, 2016, Fairbanks 
BOG or Proposal Proposal Description 

BOF Number 
Support, Number Number Comments, Discussion (list Pros and Cons), Amendments to Proposal 
Support Support Oppose 

as 
Amended, 
Oppose, 

No Action 
BOG 123 Reauthorize the antlerless moose seasons in Unit 20A 
NA Did not take action on this proposal 

BOG 124 Reauthorize the antlerless moose seasons in Unit 20B 
Oppose 0 7 Don’t like standing in lines, which is how it was done previously.  Fall 

hunt is too busy, winter hunt it can be too cold. 
BOG 137 Modify the Intensive Management population and harvest objectives for moose 

in Unit 20A 
NA 7 0 This will happen 

BOG 130 Reauthorize resident grizzly bear tag fee exemptions throughout Interior and 
Eastern Arctic Alaska 

Support 7 0 

Minutes Discussion; Tim is charged with reviewing the minutes for finalization to submit to the boards. 

Old Business: None 
Adjournment: 3:30 pm 
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Minutes of Ruby AC, 12/17/15 

Meeting was called at 7:37 pm in the Tribal Office.  Members present were Don Honea, Tim 
Gervais, Ed Sarten and John Stam.  The agenda was approved.  Minutes from previous meeting 
were unavailable.  Board of Fish Proposals were discussed and voted on.  

Proposal  107 F    Unanimous

 108 F    Unanimous

 109 P    Unanimous

 110 P    Unanimous

 111 F    Unanimous

 112 P    Unanimous

 113 F    unanimous

 114 NA Unanimous

 115 P    Unanimous

 116 NA Unanimous

 117 F    Unanimous

 118 P    Unanimous  Amended, 50 fathoms length, 50 meshes deep

 119 P    Unanimous

 120 P    Unanimous  Amended, to include  Y-4

 121 P    Unanimous

 122 NA Unanimous

 123 P    Unanimous (as amended)

 124 NA Unanimous

 125 F    Unanimous

 126 F    Unanimous

 127 F    Unanimous

 128 F    Unanimous 
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 144 NA Unanimous 

Federal Proposals were discussed and voted on.
 

WP 16-38  NA Unanimous (We have no winter hunt, out of area)
 

WP 16-40 P Unanimous
 

WP 16-39 P Unanimous
 

One Board of Game Proposal was voted on.  


Proposal 79  F Unanimous
 

John Stam or Tim Gervais were voted to attend BOF meeting in January.
 

Meeting was adjourned 9:30 pm
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Minutes 

Stony Holitna Fish & Game Advisory Committee 
Teleconference 

December 10, 2015 I 2:30pm 

Call to Order 
The chairman, Doug Camey, called the meeting to order at 2:30 pm 

Roll Call & Quorum 
SHAC members present were -
Rick Breckheimer - Lime Village 
David Bobby & Charlie Gusty - Stony River 
Doug Carney & Terrance Morgan- Sleetmute 
Barb Carlson & John Zeller - Red Devil 
Absent -Fred ·Bobby - Lime Village 

Quorum is established - 5 needed. 

Others Attending 
Nissa Pilcher -ADF &G Boards Support 
Josh Peirce -ADF &G Biologist 
Susan Hubbard-Sleetmute resident 

Nissa Pilcher -
Nissa explains how minutes must be approved when they are submitted. 
Someone one the committee needs to be designated to approve the minutes for accuracy after 
they are written. 
The committee made a motion and voted to designate Doug Carney as the person to approve 
SHAC minutes. 

Chairman 
Doug Carney asks members if there were any additions to the agenda. 
Approval of agenda was given. 
Chairman said that minutes of Dec 16, 2014 were lengthy and asked for vote on deferring 
reading and approval of minutes till next SHAC meeting - members concurred. 

Chairman explains how proposals are used at BOF & BOG meetings -
Boards can generate their own proposals using amendments to other proposals, information 
gathered at Board meetings and from comments on proposals. 
In the comments SHAC makes today for theses board meetings, we can offer amendments to any 
of the proposals that are to go before the Board, including our own. 
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I'm going to turn the meeting over to Barb Carlson so she can go over the proposal that she put 
before BOF last year. We'll also go over other proposals that have to do with king salmon for 
the next BOF meeting. 

After Barb is done with BOF proposals, I will go over BOG proposals with you, so we can make 
comments of approval or disapproval on them. 

Barb Carlson - BOF Proposals 
At the last meeting I was given approval by SHAC to make proposals as needed after going to 
the March BOF meeting. Since that time I have gone to many meetings concerning the shortage 
of Chinooks. This included BOF meetings, BOF subcommittee meetings, anct. salmon working 
group, (KSMWG), meetings. 
I have spent much time with ADF&G subsistence, which helped in the writing and formatting 
the 3 proposals I came up with for our committee. These are proposals 94, 96, & 97. 
I decided it would be better to keep each component of SHAC's plans separated into their own 
proposals to meet BOF desire for only one singular idea or regulatory change per proposal. 
This is also preferred by BOF for purposes of selecting components of any proposal they want to 
use to create. a proposal of its own. 
There is also BOF proposal 222, which is similar to SHAC's 97, in that it deals with permits. 
Proposal 93, by KNA is similar to SHAC's 94, in that it .deals with in-river goals. 
There are not a lot of proposals that concern us, but the few we will deal with are in regard to 
King salmon. 

David Bobby left at 3 :25 during discussion of proposal 96. 
Charlie Gusty had left by 3:45, so did not vote on proposal 97 comments. 

BOF proposal discussion is included in the proposal comment form. 

Doug Carney - BOG Proposals 
(At this point Josh Peirce made SHAC aware he was online. 
Josh pointed out several proposals he thought SHAC might want to consider, which it did.) 
Proposals discussed were 5, 50, 69-74, 77-87. 
BOG proposal discussion is included in comment form. 

SHAC moved & approved Barb Carlson to represent SHAC at the January, 2016 BOF meeting . 

SHAC adjourned at 5:15p.m. 

ARCTIC/ YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH 

JANUARY 12-17, 2016 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 

Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 
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BOF 92 .. Modify the Kuskokwim RiverSalmon 1V1anagement Plan to manage the king salmon 
subsistence fishery based on the Bethel Test Fishery. 

X Support 
D Support 
as Amended 
D Oppose 
D No Action 

BOF 

LJ Support 
x Support as 
Amended 
D Oppose 
D No Action 

BOF 

7/ Unan. 

93 

7/ Unan. 

94 

0 

Discussion - SHAC supported this proposal with reservation. SHAC considers 
Proposals 93 and 94 far superior. Reasons for support are - in times of lower 
abundance (below 150,000 predicted) it is important to allow a large portion 
of salmon to get past the Bethel test fisheries (BTF) before opening 
subsistence salmon to fishing on the river. This is necessary to reach 
escapement and provide some fish for Upriver users. Although we support 
thi:; !')roposal, we prefer 93 & 94 because they allow for a greater number of 
Chinook to make it past the BTF, and provide rea5onable harvest opportunity 
for communities upriver from Bethel. 

We realize that ADFG is against this proposal because it is difficult to 
know when 50% of the run is past. With the advent of the use of sonar, 
SHAC believes the ability to know how many fish have passed will be much 
improved in the coming years. SHAC will have more to say on these issues in 
proposals 93 & 94 discussion below. 

Modify the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan to establish an inriver run 
goal of king salmon above the Bethel Test Fishery. 

0 

Discussion, Reasons, & Intent -SHAC amended this proposal to change the 
in-river goal of 95,000 to a range of 98,000 to 180,000 Kings. SHAC 
determined this range by adding the current escapement goal to the lower 
and upper end of the historical subsistence King harvest occurring upriver of 
Bethel. SHAC believes this in-river goal needs to be higher to insure 
escapement and reasonable and equal opportunity for subsistence harvest 
above Bethel, as well as a comparatively equal effort required for that 
harvest the whole length of the river. 
SEE ATTACHED GRAPH A. 
(This graph shows SHAC's AMMENDED in-river goal above the Bethel Test 
Fish Site is shown in green or light grey. Current escapement goal is shown 
in brackets. THESE 2 OVERLAP. 
BARS - Graph also shows historical escapement estimates in solid black 
portion of the bars from 1976-2014. 
Cross-hatched portion of bars shows subsistence harvest upsteam of Bethel 
from 1990-2013. 

Establish an inriver run goal for the Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan. 
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D Support Discussion, Reasons, & Intent of its amendment- SHAC amended this 
X Support as proposal to change the in-river goal of 120,000- 218,000 down to 98,000-
Amended 180,000. SHAC determined this range by adding the current escapement 
D Oppose goal to the lower and upper end of the historical subsistence King harvest D No Action 

occurring upriver of Bethel. SHAC would prefer the original number of 120k 
- 218k, but believes the adoption of some high range is absolutely crucial to 
the fishery recovery and continuing existence of this fishery as a source of 
food for thousands of people on this river. SHAC is willing to offer this 
amendment to lower its original in-river goal, as a compromise with the in-
river goal in proposal 93, and to help address concerns of ADF&G that too 

7 Unan. 0 
high of an in-river goal could result in greatly exceeding the high end of the 
escapement goal. 
Discussion, Reasons & Intent of this in-river goal proposal - SHAC is 
convinced that an in-river goal is a necessary & vital component of the King 
fishery recovery. It will insure that enough fish get past Bethel to meet 
escapement goals and to provide reasonable opportunity for fishermen 
upriver of Bethel, as well as a comparatively equal effort necessary along the 
whole river to obtain those fish. 
SHAC believes goals should be in regulatory language so that there is 
direction and continuity for management this year and for management by 
future managers. 
SEE ATIACHED GRAPH A 

BOF 95 Create a Tier II subsistence king salmon fishery in the Kuskokwim River. 
D Support SHAC absolutely opposes Tier II for any fishery, as it historically has for 
D Support moose, and any other wildlife resource. 
as Amended Tier II is and has never been a chosen tool by any responsible fish & wildlife 
X Oppose manager or by any user group, once it has been experienced. It has been a D No Action 0 7/Unan. 

dismal failure with game, and would be even more so when applied to 
fisheries. 
In practice - the young and locals, {those who are most dependent on a 
particular resource), end up losing opportunity. 

BOF 96 
Separate the amounts necessary for subsistence use of king salmon into three parts 
on the Kuskokwim River. 
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X Support as (David Bobby left meeting before vote was taken) 
Amended SHAC amended this proposal to make clear to all that this proposal will not 
D Oppose limit where people can fish 11 SHAC decided this amendment is needed since 
D No Action some people on other advisory committees thought it could be used to 

prevent them from fishing where they choose. IT DOES NOT!I Proposal 
intent is given below. 
ADF&G has opposed this proposal, claiming it is not a useful in-season 
management tool. !!!ATTENTION I Ill - IT was never meant to be! 
PROPOSAL INTENT! 
THE main effect of this proposal is to divide the present ANS, which reflects 
the whole river, into 3 sectors - each with its own ANS. The sector division 

6/Unan. 0 and numbers are based on subsistence harvest data from the past 24 years. 
It was meant to act as a "report card", reflecting how effective the 
management tools used were in providing the ANS in various areas of the 
river. 
We want the ANS to reflect equal opportunity and harvest for fishermen on 
every part of the river, rather than having the ANS met by using numbers 
from only one sector of the river. 
This tool is meant to be used POST-SEASON to evaluate, adjust, and correct 
management decisions for the next season. 
SEE ATTACHED GRAPH B. 
(This graph shows subsistence harvest data for each of the 3 proposed ANS 
areas on the Kuskokwim) 

BOF 97 
Create a permitting system for king salmon subsistence fishing in the Kuskokwim 
River. 

D Support (Charlie Gusty had left by the time the vote was taken) 
D Support When SHAC had its last meeting on Dec, 2014, it gave Barb the authority to 
as Amended make proposals for SHAC if and as needed, depending on how events 
XOppose unfolded at the upcoming BOF meeting. At that meeting, the possibility of D No Action 

permits as a tool was considered and not ruled out. However, a majority of 
SHAC members opposed this permit proposal. Reasons included - too much 
paperwork, members choose to fish rather than spending time filling out 

1 4 more papers or being bothered/harassed by another intrusive interruption 
in the taking of fish or game. One member was unreservedly against any sort 
of permitting. 
Most members agreed on use of the following tools -
Writing salmon take on a calendar for reporting 
Having fish allotted by permit at the beginning of season, but did not want to 
report on the permit- interruption of fishing effort 
(The former 2 tools would contribute to more timely & better reporting) 

BOF 98 
Establish. descriptions of subsistence fishing sections for the Kuskokwim River during 
times of king salmon conseNation. 

XSupport 
D Support SHAC supports this proposal since it appears to be working well, and once in 
as Amended S/Unan. 0 regulation, will prevent arbitrary altering of "districts and subsections" 
D Oppose during times of King Salmon conservation. 
D No Action 

BOF 99 
Modify gear operation in the Kuskokwim River by limiting four-inch mesh subsistence 
gear to one gillnet per household. 
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Subsistence Harvest of King Salmon in the Kuskokwim River 
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Tanana-Rampart-Manley Fish and Game Advisory Committee 
Minutes for meeting of December 8, 2015, Tanana Alaska 

Meeting was called to order by Chairperson Stan Zuray at 10:40 am
 

Roll Call:
 
Ray Woods, James Roberts, Stan Zuray, Cliff Wiehl, Charlie Campbell Charlie Wright, Curtis
 
Sommer, Patti Wiehl, Ruth Althoff, Kathleen Zuray,
 
Guests:  Stephanie Schmidt ADF&G; Jeff Estensen ADF&G, D. Lorring, Charter pilot;         

John Huntington, Pat Moore, Alex Tarnai.
 

Approval of the Minutes of the Nov 12 2014 TRM AC meeting 
Motion to Approve Minutes by Charlie Campbell 
Second by Charlie Wright                      Motion passed unanimously. 

Approval of the Agenda 
Motion to approve Agenda by Charlie Campbell 
Second by Cliff Wiehl                         Motion passed unanimously 

Old Business and Game Issues:
 
Discussion of the  road to the Yukon River and potential impact on the December moose harvest. 

Motion was made by Charlie Campbell, to appoint a committee consisting of Charlie Wright,
 
Kathleen Zuray, and Stan Zuray and other interested members, to formulate proposals to protect
 
the moose populations in light of the opening next year of this road, and then to reconvene AC
 
Board members by teleconference for approval to submit these proposals to the Alaska BOG.
 
Second by Cliff Wiehl                         Motion passed unanimously
 

Discussion of the antlerless moose hunts currently in effect in certain portions of the TRM area 
Game units, and the local unease with this method of hunting.  
Ray Woods made a motion to consult with residents of Minto and discuss their 
reservations/dislike of this approach to moose harvest management in their area, and to advise 
the TRM Board if opposing this current antlerless hunt would be in TRM’s interest as well. 
Second by Ruth Althoff                     Motion passed unanimously 

Need to make reporting of harvest tickets easier for our young people who are in danger of being 
denied the right to hunt – already happening in some cases. Dates for reporting are all over the 
calendar. Takes a secretary to keep track. 

Get clarification from the Intertribal Fish Commission on the status of  their unanimous 
approval of all the 6 TRM BOF proposals at the time approved (during the Tanana IFC meeting 
in spring). What was organizations status/voice. Chairman to check on for reporting to BOF. 
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Election of Officers and TRM Board Members 
Charlie Campbell made a motion to re-elect the current slate of TRM Board Members and to re
elect Stan Zuray as Chairperson. Also, to add Alex Tarnai of Tanana and Larry Bredeman of 
Manley as Alternate Board Members. 
Second by Charlie Wright                    Motion passed unanimously 

Chair Reports:  Board of Game proposals need to be developed soon if desired. BOG desire to 
revisit winter moose hunt needs to be addressed. Possible solution would be to limit hunt to north 
side of Yukon, keeping it same length thereby not putting population in danger of over harvest 
which is ADF&G’s concern. 
 Mentioned 6 BOF proposals TRM AC have submitted. Need to choose person to go before BOF 
and need to have paperwork approved for use before BOF by board including the already 
approved paperwork used to create 6 BOF proposals. This included presented papers on Fair 
Daily News Miner King article, History of Lowered Canadian border escapement numbers, seine 
netting effects reports, 2004 – 2013 Rapids Student Data Collection Project Chinook weight, sex, 
length and Ichthyophonus Disease Data and charts plus USFWS/ Rapids Research Center 
livebox reports and info. Also C. Campbell’s paper on seine net method as would be used in 
Yukon River. 
Stan Zuray was unanimously approved to send to BOF and paperwork approved. 

Concerns from AC/ members of the public: 
Charlie Campbell, Ray Woods, Kathleen Zuray, and Charlie Wight strongly reiterated the TRM 
AC’s position of making conservation of King Salmon the number one priority for Yukon River 
fisheries management, and their concern and the concern of the AC that ADF&G continue to 
pursue this goal unrelentingly, even if early improvement in Yukon River Chinook escapement 
begins to manifest itself in the next few years.  They also cautioned ADF&G and other fishers to 
bear in mind the added pressure on Fall Chum stocks now that this is the primary salmon species 
of value on the Yukon River for subsistence use, and to some extent for commercial use; and, to 
be certain these stocks are not driven down through excessive pressure in coming years. 

Staff Reports: 

Stephanie Schmidt mentioned that some clarification of language or intent on two of the TRM 
proposals to be submitted to the Board of Fisheries would be helpful. (See: Explanations on 
Proposals 112 and 113 by TRM AC). 
In addition to the ADF&G management report received by the TRM AC from ADF&G, 
Stephanie Schmidt also expressed her hope that the salmon passage monitoring project at the 
Rapids above Tanana could somehow be continued, and her appreciation of the value of that data 
for in-season Yukon River fisheries management. 
Discussion of what are and what are not truly “fish-friendly” run-strength and timing monitoring 
methods, and the TRM AC’s concern that salmon runs not be harmed with inept or unconsidered 
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monitoring methods. 
Discussion of likelihood of subsistence permits being instituted for local Yukon River salmon 
fisheries once the road to Tanana is finished, and ways to mitigate the burden of this extra 
paperwork for local subsistence fishermen. 
Discussion and reassurance from Stephanie Schmidt and Jeff Estensen that the TRM AC’s 
concern is heard and understood vis-à-vis the potential for over-exploitation of Yukon River Fall 
Chum stocks.  Discussion of Summer Chum numbers as an indicator of upcoming Fall Chum 
numbers on any given year. 

TRM AC support for, or opposition to Board of Fisheries proposals: 

Oppose Proposal 108 
Motion by Charlie Campbell, Second by Ruth Althoff         Passed unanimously 

Support Proposal 109 
Motion by Ruth Althoff,  Second by Kathleen Zuray            Passed unanimously 

Support Motion 110 
- Would only bring it back to 2010 levels which were changed without any AC’s being able to 
comment on and was unanimously objected to by YRDFA Board (one of the main developers of 
the Fall Chum Management Plan at the time.) 
Motion by Charlie Campbell, Second by Charlie Wright      Passed unanimously 

Explanations on Proposals 112 and 113:  The TRM AC wished to clarify the underlying rationale 
between what on the surface appear to be two opposing motions from the TRM  AC.   

It is the TRM AC’s position that the widespread use of driftnets as a salmon fishing gear type 
in Districts 1,2, and 3 is in large part responsible for the overfishing that has led to the current 
Yukon River Chinook population crash.  Although the BOF’s accepts driftnet fishing as a 
customary and traditional method of fishing in those lower river districts, it is our contention that 
it was not until the introduction of Commercial Limited Entry permits on the Yukon River in the 
mid 1970’s that this gear type became widespread, and that it is not in fact customary and 
traditional.  It is our contention that the Yukon River salmon fisheries would be healthier and 
better off without this method of fishing.  Our submission of  Proposal 113 is the TRM AC’s 
way of formally protesting the use of drift gillnets.

     Recognizing, however, the political unlikelihood of this C&T determination being undone, 
the TRM AC in Proposal 112 points out the inherent unfairness of this type of gear (and other 
types) being allowed only in certain Districts (or sub-Districts) of the Yukon River and not in 
others.  Unless it is the intention of the BOF to maintain unequal allocations through this 
division, it would be better to make it equitable river-wide and allow ADF&G to manage by 
stock numbers rather than by the default fishing method on the region. 

Support Proposal 119  
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- Seine proposal objected to for reasons already addressed.
 
Motion by Charlie Wright, Second by Kath Zuray         Passed unanimously. 


Oppose  Proposal 121 
Motion by Charlie Campbell, Second by Ruth Althoff        Passed unanimously 

Proposal 125  TRM AC wishes to make clear their position on this Proposal, that they are not 
opposed to the concept of developing a Pink salmon fishery on the lower Yukon River, but they 
are very concerned that methods and means are developed that do not inadvertently create a 
bycatch of Kings during this time when the King run is under severe stress. 

Oppose Proposal 126
 
Motion by Ruth Althoff,  Second by Kathleen Zuray         Passed unanimously.

   - The TRM AC is highly skeptical that purse seining (and indeed, beach seining) can be done 
in a manner that permits the necessary release of Chinook unharmed.   
  - Because of the downward current in the river during capture and brailing or netting (and 
release of Chinook bycatch) and upward migration of salmon and other species, it is misleading 
to call something that is more drift trawling, seining in order to get it passed by the BOF.
  - Studies on the upper Yukon have shown that salmon are highly susceptible to damage done by 
crowding and handling.  
  - This proposal adds another gear-type that is in this AC’s view highly likely to both crowd and 
damage Chinook that are needed on the spawning grounds at this time to rebuild the Chinook run 
failure. 

Oppose Proposals 127 and 128 

Motion by Charlie Campbell, Second by Ruth Althoff          Passed Unanimously.
 

Meeting was adjourned at 3:30 pm
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This is a portion of the minutes that are specific to the Board of Fisheries. For a complete set of minutes, please access the Yukon Flats AC 
Website or contact the Interior Region Coordinator 

Yukon Flats Fish and Game Advisory Committee Meeting
 
Pikes Lodge, Fairbanks
 

December 14, 2015
 

I. Call to Order: 2:25 pm by Chairman, Larry Williams 

II. Roll Call: 
Members Present: Gerald John (Arctic Village) Wilma Pitka & Rhonda Pitka (Beaver); Nick Henry 
& Jeffrey Wright (Chalkyitsik); Charles John & Jack Boyle Jr (Circle); Andrew Firmin & Walter 
Peter (Fort Yukon); Jessica Kozenifoff (Stevens Village); Larry Williams Sr. & Christian Tritt Jr. 
(Venetie) 

Members Absent: Lance Whitwell (Arctic Village), Nicholas Baalam (Birch Creek), 1 Stevens 
Village seat 
*J. Kozenikoff filled in for Roberto Burgess and Glen Simon Jr (Stevens Village) who both missed 
their flight into FAI.  She was already in FAI for another reason. 

Number Needed For Quorum on AC: 8 

III. Approval of Agenda: Yes 

IV. Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes: From meeting date: 2/11/2015 

V. Fish and Game Staff Present: Beth Lenart & Jason Caikoski (DWC); Seth Wilson (SUBS); Christy 
Gleason [ Sabrina Garcia via teleconference] (DCF); Nissa Pilcher (BDS) 

VI. Guests Present: Vince Mathews & Mark Bertram & Steve Berendzen (FWS); Gary Lawrence & 
Ben Stevens (TCC); James Kelly & Kelda Britton (CATG), Joe Matesi, Jorma Pope [via 
teleconference] 

VII. Old Business: Questions about proposals that were discussed at the last meeting to be brought 
back up and submitted to the Board of Game 

VIII. New Business: 

Concerns and comments from AC Representatives 

•	 Andrew noted he had heard a lot of chatter about the Porcupine Caribou wanton waste in 
Canada; that lack of enforcement and bad hunting ethics were combining into significant 
overharvest on the Deptster. 

Action Item 
Draft letter to send on this issue and send it to the International Board as well as our state 
representatives..   
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•	 Larry noted that he had been asked why the Porcupine River was closed to no fishing without 
any warning; will be updated on this later in the meeting. 

Walter comment; a lot of our concerns are wolves & bears. We are deprived of our moose meat and of 
our salmon.  We have to balance between state and feds. 

Fisheries Issues 
Sabrina Garcia gave a summary of 2015 summer season 
ChristyGleason gave a summary of the 2015 fall season; including discussion on the closure of the 
Porcupine river including why it was closed as well as what was done to notify residents. 
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ARCTIC / YUKON / KUSKOKWIM FINFISH
 
JANUARY 12–17, 2016
 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES
 
Mandatory- Please Summarize Your Proposal Comments in this Form 

BOG or BOF Proposal 
Number 

Proposal Description 

Supports or 
Opposes? 

Number 
Support 

Number 
Oppose Comments/Discussion (list Pros and Cons)/Amendments to Proposal 

BOF 110 Increase the commercial fishery threshold trigger in the Yukon River Drainage Fall 
Chum Salmon Management Plan. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 12 
Oppose
 
No Action
 
BOF 111 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 112 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 12 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 113 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 
12Oppose
 

No Action
 

BOF 114 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 
Oppose 0 
No Action 

BOF 115 

0
 
This is the species we depend on now that we don’t have kings,  and this 
might help the Porcupine River fishery 

Eliminate the use of GHLs in the Yukon River King Salmon Management Plan. 

Lets take this one up when there is enough fish for eating much less for not 
for selling 

Allow all gear used in Yukon Area commercial fisheries to be allowed in Yukon Area 
subsistence fisheries. 

This makes sense; if you can do it commercially then you should be able to 
0 do it for subsistence 

Prohibit the use of drift gillnets in the Yukon Area subsistence fishery and in the 
Yukon Area commercial fishery. 

0
 

Different river in different areas require different gear types, but the flip side 
is that they are effective.  Someone drifting can catch in two hours 
downriver what it takes us all summer to put up. 

Amend it to say in times of King Salmon Conservation this will be utilized. 

Require subsistence salmon fishing permits in Yukon Area District 5 and set permit 
limits for king salmon during times of king salmon conservation. 

12
 

They want everyone on the river in D5 to have a permit and set permit limits 
(in times of king salmon conservation).  Has merits but it is unnecessary 
paperwork and restrictions on poor fishermen in the middle of nowhere; 
could see implementing in communities that have a lot of outsiders coming 
in and leaving with fish but we don’t have that.  No outreach was done in D5 
to establish this system.  If D1-4 isn’t reporting on a permit, then we 
shouldn’t have to as well. 

Allow for the retention of king salmon less than 25 inches in length in Yukon Area fish 
wheel subsistence fisheries. 
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Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 
Oppose 12 
No Action 

BOF 116 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 12 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 117 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 121 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 0 
Oppose
 
No Action
 

BOF 122 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

BOF 126 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 0 
Oppose
 
No Action
 
BOF 127 

Support
 
Support
 

as Amended 0 
Oppose 
No Action 

0
 

This seems like a no brainer, since jacks aren’t contributing much.  Fish 
friendly fish wheels aren’t required in the subsistence fishery, but we would 
need to convert fish wheels into fish friendly in order to keep the jacks and 
we are not sure if that is ok. 

Amendment to apply to all fish wheels and not just fish friendly fish wheels. 

During times of salmon conservation in the Yukon Area, require fish wheels with live 
boxes to be manned and require immediate release of the specified salmon. 

Don’t mind sitting on my fishwheel 0 

Prohibit the use of beach seines in the Yukon Area subsistence salmon fishery and in 
the Yukon River and Anvik River summer chum salmon commercial fisheries. 

Not a lot of people utilizing this gear type and none in D5 that we are aware 
of. 

Expand the area of allowable subsistence drift gillnet fishing for chum salmon in 
Subdistrict 4-A of the Yukon Area. 

Drift netting for chums when kings are in the river, we supported P113 which 
12 would disallow this type of fishing already. 

Modify Yukon Area commercial set gillnet length specification to an aggregate length 
standard. 

150 FEET is too big; that would be a lot of driftwood 

Add purse seine gear as an allowable commercial salmon fishing gear to target 
summer chum salmon in districts 1–3 of the Yukon River during times of king salmon 
conservation. 

12 Opposed it last time too. 

Expand the commercial fishing area of Yukon Area District 1. 

12
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BOF 128 Extend commercial fishing three miles offshore and north to Point Romanof in District 
1 of the Yukon Area. 

Support 
Support 

as Amended 
Oppose 
No Action 

0 12 

Andrew Firmin was elected to represent the Yukon Flats at the upcoming AYK BOF meeting 

Potential Upcoming BOF Proposals 

•	 Let fishermen on the Yukon Flats fish the tail end of the  first pulse; it is the only fishing opportunity 
we have, summer chum don’t come up that far. If the run size is adequate then it would open up the 
early fishery for the fishermen of the Yukon flats can fish it 

•	 Once boarder escapement is met on the Yukon then open subsistence fishing on all of the Yukon, 
that way we don’t blow past escapement into Canada and the fishermen here are still not able to 
fish. 

Adjournment: 8:30 pm 
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