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North Alaska Peninsula Salmon Fisheries 

                 by Bob Murphy   

    

Port Moller 

 

Report to Alaska Board of Fisheries 

                          February 2016 
 

Staff Comments: RC 2 
Oral Report: RC 3; Tab 5 



• Describe North Alaska Peninsula geographic areas 
and fisheries 
 

• Brief description of the management of the Bear River, 
Three Hills, Ilnik, and Outer Port Heiden sections 
 

• Discuss North Peninsula effort levels, harvest, and 
escapement data 
 

• Overview of proposals and issues 
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Presentation Objectives 



Image: NASA 3 

Meshik River 



Caribou Flats 
Section: (closed) 

Outer Port Heiden 
Section: (closed) 

(closed) 

Bear River  
Section: May 1 

Ilnik Section to  
Unangashak Bluffs: ≥ June 20 

Ilnik Section Unangashak Bluffs 
to Strogonof Point: ≥ June 20 

Outer Cinder River 
Section: Aug 1 

Outer Port Heiden 
Section: June 20–July 31 

Three Hills 
Section: ≥ June 25 

Nelson Lagoon  
Section: May 1 

Cape Menshikof 
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Black Hills 
Section: 
May 1 

Herendeen and Moller 
Bay Section: May 1 

Cinder 
Lagoon 
Section: 
May 1 

Port Moller Bight Section: May 1 

Inner Port 
Heiden 
Section: 
May 1 



Sockeye Salmon Stocks Managed in  
Five Areas of the Northern District  
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Section Through July 20 Post July 20 
Bear River Bear River, Sandy River Bear River, Sandy River 

Three Hills Bear River, Sandy River, Ilnik 
River 

Bear River, Sandy River 

Ilnik SW of Unangashak 
Bluffs 

Ilnik River, Ugashik River Bear River  
(through August 15 only) 

Ilnik NE of Unangashak 
Bluffs 

Ilnik River, Meshik River, 
Ugashik River 

Bear River  
(through August 15 only) 

Outer Port Heiden  
(June 20 – July 31) 

Meshik River, Ugashik River Meshik River 
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Number of permits fished in the Bear River, Three Hills, Ilnik 
and Outer Port Heiden sections, 1996–2015 

Bear River
Three Hills
Ilnik
Outer Port Heiden
Total
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Nelson Lagoon Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1986–2015 

1996–2015 Average = 258,700 

2006–2015 Average = 201,700 

2011–2015 Average = 186,500 

Year 
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North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 1986–2015 

1996–2015 Average = 1,901,800 

2006–2015 Average = 1,954,500 

2011–2015 Average = 1,420,000 
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North Peninsula Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 1986–2015 

1996–2015 Average = 1,028,900 

2006–2015 Average = 1,016,400 

2011–2015 Average = 1,013,000 

Year 
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Meshik River Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 2006–2015 

Current upper escapement goal = 100,000 

Current lower escapement goal = 25,000 

Average escapement = 89,600 
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Cinder River Sockeye Salmon Escapement, 2006–2015 

Average escapement = 114,800 

Current upper escapement = 48,000 

Current lower escapement = 12,000 
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Outer Port Heiden Section Commercial Sockeye Salmon Harvest, 
2007–2015 



Northern District Coho Salmon Harvest,  
1986–2015 
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Cinder River

Inner and Outer Port Heiden

Ilnik

Three Hills

Bear River and Port Moller Bight

Nelson Lagoon

Black Hills
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Northern District Coho Salmon Escapement, 
1986–2015 
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North Peninsula Proposals 

 
 
 
 
 

• Redefine Management Boundary of Bristol Bay and Alaska Peninsula 
Management areas 

 
Proposals 22, 23, and 24: These proposals have already been heard at the Bristol 
Bay Board of Fisheries meeting and will be deliberated at this meeting 

 
 

Photo taken from the ADF&G office in Port Moller 15 
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Image: NASA 15 16 

Port Heiden 

Pilot Point 
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Port Heiden 

Pilot Point 

Caribou Flats Section 
(Closed) 

Proposal  22 and 23 

Cape Seniavin 

Cape Menshikof 
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North Peninsula Proposals 
  

• Rolling Closures in the Bear River, Three Hills, and Ilnik sections 
Proposals 147, 158, 159, 160,161, and 162 

• Modifications to Fishing Periods 
Proposals 148, 149, and 157 

• Closures 
Proposals 155 and 156 

 
• Changes to Northern District Salmon Fisheries Management Plan 

Proposals 151, 152, 153, 154, and 166 

• Gear and Area Issues 
Proposals 150, 163, 164, and 165 
 

• Description of Sections and Closed Waters  
Proposals 169, 170, and 171 
 

• Northwestern District Issues 
Proposals 167 and 168 

Sandy River weir 
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The End 

Sockeye salmon swimming through the Bear River weir 
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