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1l COOK INLET
MAR 05 2013

AGUACULTURE ASSOCIATION

YCIAR

BOARDS 10610 KALIFGRNSKY BEACH ROAD
KENAL AK 595611

{407) 283-5761

FAX: (907) 263-9433

email: info@einanet.org

hmmivewencianetory

March 5, 2013

Alaska Depariment of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

F.0.Box 115526

Juneau, AK 99811-552¢

Proposal 215 - 5 AAC 39.203. Criteria for the allocation of fishery rosources among
personal use, spott, and commercial fisherics.

Position: Opposed

This proposal seeks to prohikir the 100% allocation of fish returns 1o any one user group. It
also would ban aquacubture associations from obraining all their cost-recovery needs from
one Special Harvest Area (SHLA) when doing so would prevent commmon property commercial
fishing wiihin the 8HA.

Managing the harvest of fish retumning to hatchories s addressed in regulation in Chapter 40,
Privafe Nonprofit Salmon Hatcheries. Aguacuiture assaciations may harvest fish for cost
recovery only within cheir designated SHAs. Cost-Tecovery harvest goals are based on a
balance of Aquaculiure assoeiation needs and conmmon property fishing concerns in each
area.

If adopted, this proposal would meke it difficult for aguaculture associations 1o achieye cost-
recovery poals, which would affect the ability to continue future produstion. It would also
make it difficult for aguaculiare associations to recover costs for developing new programs
and imnproving existing programs.

This proposal falsely states that the entire carch of sockeye salmon in Resurrection Bay has
heen abiocated to the Cook Inlet Aguaculture Association (CIAA). An accurate portrayal of
the allocation in Reswrestion Bay follows: '

1. Over the last five years, there has been a commot property fishery every year on the
sockeye salmon returns to Resurrection Bay {see table below). The common property
allocation has ranged from a low of 7% to a high of 64%. Additionally, a commercial
fishery for Resurrection Bay sockeye did ocour in 2008 and 2011,

SALMON ENHANCEMENT TODAY MEANE BETTER SALMON FISHING TOMORROW
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Fishery Type , 2008 2008 2010 2017 2012
Commearcial 54, 191 0 0 56,111 0
Sport 52717 10,248 4,48 8,568 10,000
Cost Recovery 53,036 143,293 21,881 150,853 83,453
Escapeméit 13,436 13,318 12,884 13,220 12,439
Total 105,940 166,359 39,247 218,752 105,892
% Commaon Property 4% 7% 17% 30 % 11%

o In 2009, CIAA did project the entire catch of sockeye would be required for cost
recavery, but did not project the entire catch of sockeve woudd be required for cost
recovery in 2010 and 2012, Actual returns were much lower than projected returns
for these (w0 vars,

3. In 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, and 2012 cost-recovery harvests were conducted in 2o 4
SHAs—Resurreciion Bay, Tulka Bay, 1 eisure/Haze) and Kirschrer Lake, In 2011,
because the cost-recovery goal was met at Kesurréction Bay and Tutka Bay, cost-
vecovery harvests were not conducted at the Leisure/Hazel and Kirschner Lake SHAs.
All fish Teturns to these areas were available for the common property fishery.

CIAA is in the process of restructuring several hatchery projects and recognizes that the
organization has relied heavily on Resurrection Bay sockeys returns to provide revenue 1o
cover the operating costs for its facilitics. Returns 1o these “new” hatchery programs will
provide sutficient returny for additional harvest. Changes in the hatchery projects are:

1. Change brood sources for other sorkeye salmon programs,

fn addition to the Resurrection By returns, CEAA hus sockeye remrning to the 5HAs
at Tutka Bay Lagoon, Leisure/Hazel Lake and Kirschner Lake, Since 2004, when
ClAA lost the use of the Tustumena stock a3 2 brood source for these programs,
CIAA has been using the Hidden Lake stock. This stock has not performed well in
weems of ex-vesse! valug due to late-run iming and spealler size, Recoghizing this,
CIAA has taken steps 1o changs the sonrce of the brood stock to English Bay Lakes
stock, which returns earlier and at a Targer size, thereby increasing the economic
value of these remrms,

2 Aliernative species fov cost recavery barvest.

CLAA has reopened Tutka Bay Lagoon Hawhery for pink salmon production.
Additionally, CIAA is investigating the operation of the Port Graham Batchery for
pirk salmon production. These (wo facilitias will provide two additional arcas as
well us a different species where CIAA can license access 1o SHASs and thereby
reduce the reliance on the Resurrection Bay Fishery,

CIAA does not rely solgly on sockeye returns to Resmrection Bay to provide all of its

operating revenues and we are working to reducc the reljance on the Resurpection Bay
spckeye returns for Operating revenues. But, due to the life cycle of both the sockeye and the

SALMCN ENHANGEMENT TODAY MEANS BETTER SALMON FISHING TOMORROW
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pink salmon, the benefits of gur program changes to Al harvesters will not be noticeable for
another couple of years.

Gary Fandred,

Executive Director
Cook Inlet Aguaculuse Assogiation

SALMON ENHANGEMENT TODAY MEANS BETTER SALMON FISHING TOMORROW

e
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Phone: Date: 3.5.2013

Ret BOF Comments cC

D Urgent For Review D Please Conunent D Please Reply D Pleasc Recyele

Comments:

,O

Attached please find Cook Inlet Aquaculture Association's comments to BOF Proposal 215.
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10,600 years in our Traditional Homelind, Prince Willizm Sound, the Copper River Delta, & the Guif of Alaska

Formal comments of the Alnska Board of Fisherfes 2012/2013 proposed changes in the statewide
tindish and supplermenta) issues. '

The positions and commients Hsted here represent those of the Native Village of Eyak Tribal Council and
professional staff within the Native Village of Eyak’s Department of Enviromment and Natural
Resources. We thank the Board for allowing us the apportunity to voice our collective opinions on the
proposed regulation changes. We will have numerous representatives gvailable a1 the March meeting
for further discussion on our positions and views,

Proposal | Position Comments
216 Oppose
217 Oppose Although NVE acknowledges the statowide King salmon ¢risis, the messuras

proposed hare are arhitrary and shouid not be applied to salmon fisherias
statewide, Management actions should refect relevant and sound information

and be stock specific.

219 Support if these terms/eriteria zre used fo manage State fisherias, then definitions should
be provided to faciitate discussion and uncerstanding amang managers and
stakeholdars,

220 Support | With new technology, maragers should allow every possible avenue for resource

users {0 complete reglstration reguirements, Furthermare, coded reguiatians
should reflect actual management practizes. However, we sncoursge the
continued use of registration by mail for those ysers without access £ talephone,
facsimile, or e-mail, ‘

222 Support | Although we generally do not Support greater complexity in regulations, carrying
personal identification is falrly standard and improves managers' ability to ensure
compliznee,

224 Support We support the use of current technologles to disperse EQ information. Bowever,

ADFG should be required to disperse FO Information by ali reasonable means,
Resource users without internat access may not racaive this information if this is
the only method used for dispersion of £O announcements. Change the following
language used in the regulation, "...by one or more aof the following means if
passibile:”

226 Support Area regulations should reffact statewide regulations to avoid unnecessary
enforcement situations.

EQ/CH  ovd

el GELAPEPLBET ZG:e0 EIBZ/GO/EB
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227 Suppart Thz departrnent should have the authority to decrease sport proxy lmits and
methods for conservation reasons. :
228 Support | The practice of “high grading" is wasteful and offensive to our traditional

subsistence way of iife. itis commonplace for anglers to retain and strass fish past
the paint of recovery only to be released when a larger fish Is eaught.

224 Suppart | We support any regulation that improves harvest accountability and curtais
blatant zbuse of annyal fimits, especially for sport fish, With the king salmon crigis
going on statewide, there is an even greater need to tighten up ship and stop
intentional and unreported overharvast.

230 | Support 5ee comments, proposal 229 |

231 Undecided | While we suppert regulations that hinger big, out of state guide outfits from
abusing the system and taxing our resources, this definition could unintentionalfy
harm individuals who take visiting friends or family out on fishing trips, The Board
should discuss a possible space/time amendment to this definition.

232 Suppert

233 Uppose

234 Oppose Although NVE recognizes that lead shot poses a threat to wildlife, this proposed
regulation is too vague and rastrictive cencerning affected location,

235 Suppert | Yoluntaty, Post-season randors harvest reporting for statewide sport fisheries falls
short to accurately account for harvests. Insidiausly, this incomplete and possibly
biased information is then used to affect managerent, EQ actions, and allocations
to other fisheries, Sport fisheries should be subject tc the same scruting as other
fisheries where timely raporting is ma ndatory. Thigissue wil only be exacerbated
as more and mare people flock to Alaska's waters to sport fish and then leave with
her resources unchecked,

243 Support

237 Oppose Commercial fishing has been the customary fishery in this area for generations and
should not be compramised to'benefit sport fishing,

248 Support | We support regulatory actions that add clarity and facilitate agherence to

regulations,

£9/c6 30%d el BELLPZPLBET 2260 ETAZ/S0/E0
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Dave & JoAnn Wichers
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Kenai, Alaska 99611
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game,
Boards Support Section, BOARDS
P.0. Box 115526,

Juneau, AK 99811-5526

i
i

Dear Board of Fish Members,

My name is JoAnn Wichers, my husband and I have been set net fishing on K-Beach since
1985, When we first started fishing we were allowed many emergency openings and many
of those were 24 hour periods. Over the years we have seen comrercial fishing time get
smaller and smaller and have had more and more restrictions applied, especially for those
of us who set net north of the Blanchard line. Like many set netters oursisa family
operation. We have rajsed two sons who fished with us on K-Beach, one is currently still
set net fishing in Cook Inlet and our oldest son joined the military. He felt it would provide
more stability, although last summer 2012 he took military leave to come and help us fish
for the summer, he fished only one day before we were shut down, The unique way of life
that the set net small business provides, is hard to get out of your blood. It is more than the
money’i't is a way of life.

The summer of 2012 was the most difficult we have experienced. We did not even come
close to covering our expenses. It was financially devastating, on top of the stress of not
knowing if or when we would be able to fish, all around us people were harvesting sockeye
salmon. We wrote letters, made phone calls, and worked on educating the public, I walked
the beaches as the personal use fisherman continued to haul in the sockeye, while we
waited. It was extremely stressful and eventually we had to release several of our crew. In
all of our years of fishing we never had to release crew members. However, we cannot go
back and recoup our past losses, but we can try and prevent them from happening in the
future. Out of devastation came education. After looking over the details and background
research, my husband and I both support proposal 249 and the efforts put forth by the
Task Force.

To avoid a repeat of the 2012 season, we respectfully request that the Board of Fish
members support the efforts of the Task Force and vote yes on proposal 249 as it stands.
This will help to ensure a harvestable surplus for future generations of commercial,
personal use and sport fisherman.

Sincerely,

Dave & JoAnn Wichers
East side Set netter Cook Inlet

¢00 H
7] LdHA DILATHLY SHHO ¢6L5BL309% Xvd 82:80 £T0Z2/80/€0
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Alaska Department of Fish and Game [ ECEIVE D
Board of Fisheries MAR 05 2013
March 19-24, 2013 Meeting BOARDS

Proposal 243

Oppose

f oppose any B of F action ta list herring as forage fish. | don’t think you should undermine a healthy,
sustainahle fishery that has been cperating in Alaska for over 50 years.

The statewide harvest hias recently been over 50,000 tons, which at $1500/ton makes it a 75 millign
doliar fishery. Hundreds of Alaskans are employed in this fishery.

Herring stocks have been stabie in Sitka, Kodiak and Bristol Bay. Prince William Sound is poised to
recover from the 1989 dabacle. Exploitation rates are 10 to 20 percent of the biomass.

Plzase allow this well managed fishery to continue urthampered,
Thank you,

Ken Jones
Q07 235 gA17

/.
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March 5, 2013
ADF&®G, Boards Support Section JECEIVE
Attn: Monica Wellard H @
P.0. Box 115526 MAR 05 2013
Juneau, AK 99811-5526 BOARDS

(Board Generated Proposal 247)

Alaskan Wilderness Outfitting Company, a lodge located
on the Tsiu River operating since 1986 is not in support of
Proposal 247 as written. We are in favor of reasonable and
responsible change that will enhance the sport fishery while
keeping the traditional commercial harvesting in tack.

! )

H

Tom nd Katie Prijatel, Owners
ALASKAN WILDERNESS OUTFITTING

FLOATING CABING  UNIQUE DOMBINATIONE HEHING
REMUTE LODOGER OUTROST CABING HUNTING

L W
vwww.alaskawildarness.com
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Ploase find ntrached Yakutal Tlingit Tribe Resolution 2013-03 explaining our reason foropposing the
BOF generated proposal #247.

Board of .Fish
Chfdrman Johnstotte and Board members

Subject: Yakurat Tlingit Tribe Opposition to board proposal #247

On February 29th 2012 The Yakutat Tlingit Tribe (YTT) opposed proposal #301 via YTT
sesolution#12-05, When the board agreed 1o vote the proposal down, we thought we would now bave
three years (as is the normal practice) before this same preposal could come back to the table. This
would give us enough time to work with the City Borough of Yakutat (CBY), the sport lodge owners
and commercial fishermen to come to a mutually agreed solution.

Last year the CBY sent the chief of police to the Tsiu to talk with spott and commercial fishermen and
defuse any possible contlicts. The CBY has also committed to putting a building on the river and
staffing with an officer to assist in keeping the peace. Some may think this a bit of "overkill”, but that
shows the commitment to allowing zll the tax paying asers to make their fall income without incident.
We belicve BOC proposal # 247 is premature becanse we are still in the process of working with the
user groups for a beneficial outcome for all. '

The fact that BOF generatsd proposal #247 would close waters to copunercial fishermen while leaving
all waters of the Tsiu River open to sportfishermen would not alleviate any conflicts, but only enaance
them. YTT would argue that perhaps the BOF has unintentionally overlooked ‘

this poasibility.

We respectfully request that the BOF do NOT pass BOF proposal #247 and allow the newly formed
Tsiu River Stakeholders group te work on solutions that will be mutually beneficial to al) nsers.

Thank you for your consideration.

mfw{%"@"ﬁm~

Victoria L Demmert
Tribal President
Yakutat Tlingit Tribe

Tex patistelvnz, Fevdavildin sl ety e Lnices Cadiurg, o & regousces o Yrkeuitsal Yinagit paoTie,
[x iz ot s, Semity & wel-belng while creatieg econamis developrgnt Denais ol ool reretnes,
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RESOLUTION 13-03 < MAR 0 4 2013
Opposing the Board of Fish Generated Proposal #247 BOARDS

A Resolution Opposing the Board of Fish Generated Proposal #247 to Close Waters in the
Tsiu River for the Yakutat Salmon Fishery

WHEREAS, the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe (YTT) is the federally recognized governing body of
the five tribal elans of the Yakutat area. The historical houndaries of the Yakutat tribes have
extended Frc-m Strawberry Point in Controller Bay to Lituya Bay; and

WH EREAS the traditional tribal lands of the Gaaly'ax Kaagwaantaan encompass the Tsiu
River, stretching from approximately Strawberry Point to Icy Bay; and

WHEREAS, Yakutat fishermen have been fishing commercially on the Tsui River since
1932; and

WHEREAS, Yakutat tribal members and their families derive a majority of their livelihood
from the rivers of 'Yakutat, including the Tsiu River, The depressed economy requires tribal
members to fish more than one river in the Yakutat area in order to eke out a living; and

WHEREAS, the always impending threat of the Hubbard Glacier to close several rivers
closer to the town of Yakutat requires the fishermen to keep established fishing camps away
from this threat ensuring them a continuation of a fishing area; and

WHEREAS, there has been a substantial increase of fishing Jodges and sportfishermen on
the Yakutat area rivers including the Tsui River which has led to some real and supposed
conflicts between the nser groups; and

WHEREAS, the Board of Fish has chosen to arbitrarily close a part of the Tsiu to
commercial fishing based on information received by them in private from a river guide

which is not transparent as required for public boards; and

T prgserve, roaintedn ared proledst e unique culburs, ond & rescurces of Yoot Tingh people;
b raciirmige: s sociol, heahth & welkbeing whlle creating sconomic developrneny banefits 16 ol tibal moinkers,
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Yakutat Tlingit Tribe ?

WHEREAS, passage of Board of Fish generated proposal #247 will be detrimental to the
Yakutat Tribal members and the community of Yakutat and has not had enough study by the
local Fish and Game department of the far reaching effzcts 1o regulations and harvest
requirements where no biological emergency exists; and

WHEREAS, the Yakutat Tlingit Ttibe has joined with other stakeholders ( i.e. commercial
fishermen, sport fishing lodge owners, Yakutat Fish and Game, City Borough of Yakutat,
Yakutat Seafoody, and the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe) now known as the Tsiu River Stakeholders
Working Group (TRSWG); and

WHEREAS, The TRSWG has committed to seek common ground in solving problems
together by meeting on the Tsiu River prior to the commercial opening to work out common
courtesy agreements between the user groups during the commercial season and also we
have committed to meeting after the szason to determine what worked well and any changes
needed for the future season; and |

WHEREAS, the City and Borough of Yakutat has commuitted to law enforcement presence
during the commercial openings and intends to put a cabin on the Tsiu River for a continued
presence; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe most strenucusly objects
to the reasoning and precedent setting of proposal #247 and requests the Board of Fish do

not pass proposal #247 and allow the newly formed Tsiu River Staksholders Working Group
to implement solutions which may someday be maedels for other rivers through out the State.

PASSED THIS 27 DAY OF FEBUARY, 2013

CERTIFICATION
This is to certify that |, Martha Indreland, am the Secretary of the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe and that Council
consists of five duly elected members, and that this Resolution No, 2013-03 was considered and
adopted at a duly convened meeting of the Yakutat Tlingit Tribe at which a quorum of the members was
present and voting, and that takenwas __§ For __0 Against, and _0  Abetaining,

ATTEST:

Marthalndrelan Tribal SeGrEtﬁl‘y -
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its curr_;t; )

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cu
halfway from its current location and the mouth of the

support commercial fishing in the Tsit

iver:u nder current
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

P.0. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

regulations and are OPPOSED TO PROPOSAL 247.

Name (printed)

Address (printed)

Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to m
commercial ﬁshing marker on the Tsiu river from its cur

fishing to occur on the Tsiu river).

Fisheries

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of °E
adopt proposal 247. 1t is our opmlon that prop
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

£ 1o€

Name (prmted)

Address (printed)
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to m
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cur

PC 38
4 0of 19

Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance

P.Q. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

halfway from its current location and the mouth of the F5iu 't

(effectively cutting in half the area allowed for comim C|al

fishing to occur on the Tsiu river).

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of‘fF he
adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that prop®: A
and is a serious breach of integrity of the Board of

support commerciai fishing in the Tsiu river:

to NOT

IS unnecessary
eries. We
dander current

regulations and are OPPOSED TO

SAL 247.

Name (printed)

Address (printed)

Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
P.0. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposai to mpwe
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its current lo¢
halfway from its current location and the mouth of the ]

(effectively cutting in half the area allowed for comm
fishing to occur on the Tsiu river,).

upport commercial fishing in the Tsiu
regulations and are OPPOSED TO PROF

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial ﬁshing marker on the Tsiu river from its CUI“I.‘_'}‘

nder current

support commercial fishing in the TS[ |
“Q)SAL 247.

regulations and are OPPOSED TO

Address (printed) Signature

Name (printed)
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alianze

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 995689

7 of 19

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

- and is a serious breach of integrity of the

§uggo¢ commercial fishing in the Ts

Address (printed) i Signature
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.. Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

commerciai fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cur@ﬁg
halfway from its current location and the mouth of the ;z?- |

fishing to occur on the Tsiu riven).

Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alfiange
8 of 19

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689
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We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of =] he"? s to NOT

adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that progft
- and is a serious breach of 1ntegrity of the
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
' P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cun;___

fishing to occur on the Tsiu riven.

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of*
adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that pro*‘é

Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial ﬂshlng marker on the Tsiu river from its currg

regulations and are QPPOSED TO PR iOSAL 247.
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Afliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

Name (printed)

Address (printed)
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishenmen's Alliance

P.0. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cu
halfway from its current location and the mouth of the

egulatlons and are OPPOSED TO PR -OSAL 247.

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to m
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its curij,: )

requlatlons and are OPPOSED TO PR QSAL 247.

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fis hermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cu
halfway from its current location and the mouth of the

fishing to occur on the Tsiu riven).

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of :

adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that proposal

support commercial fishing in the Tsit
regulations and are CPPOSED TO PR

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its curr

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of®
adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that props

fishing to occur on the Tsiu riven.

and is a serious breach of integrity of the Bog

support commercial fishing in the Tsi

requlations and are OPPOSED TO_
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

P.0. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance ] Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
P.QC. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its currt
halfway from its current location and the mouth of the I
effectively cutting in half the area allowed for comim
fishing to occur on the Tsiu river).

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board of ¢
adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that proposs

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alllance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to
commercial ﬂshlng marker on the Tsiu river from its curre

fishing to occur on the Tsiu river).

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board s to NOT
adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that prope unnecessary
and is a serious breach of integrity of the Boa Fisheries. We

support commercial fishing in the Tsiu
regulations and are OPPOSED TO

Name (printed) Address (printed) Signature
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposal to m
~ cornmercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cu
) halfway from its current location and the mouth of the

ort commercial fishing in the Tsiil
re ulations and are OPPOSED TO PROPOSAL 247.
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance

PETITION

TO The AIaSka Board of Fisheries

WHEREAS

Proposal 247 is an out of cycle board generated proposat to mga‘*“
commercial fishing marker on the Tsiu river from its cun:@fgg__‘ foé

halfway from its current location and the mouth of the T;sau“r'vé‘fﬁ

Yakutat Alaske Fishermen's Aiages

18 of 19
P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689
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fishing to occur on the Tsiu riven.
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Yakutat Alaska Fishermen’s Alliance Yakutat Alaska Fishermen's Alliance
P.O. Box 93
Yakutat A, K 99689

PETITION

TO The Alaska Board of Fisheries
WHEREAS

halfway from its current location and the mouth of the Isiu’
(effectively cutting in half the area allowed for corﬁm :
fishing to occur on the Tsiu river,. ;

We the undersigned petition the Alaska Board ofﬁ%her@s to NOT
adopt proposal 247. It is our opinion that prqﬁa% 247'1s unnecessary
and is a serious breach of integrity of the B rd of ;Fléhiienes We
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Adak Community Development Corporation
February 25t 2013
ADF&G Board of Fisheries
Boards Support Section —— - _
P.O. Box 115526 ECEIVE
Juneaty, AK 99811-5526
(907) 465-6094 FAX FER 2.6 2013
BOARDS

Re: Proposals 245 & 246

Dear Chairman Karl Johnstone,

Adak Commmumnity Development Corporation (ACDC) is a non-profit community
organization dedicated to promoting seafood harvesting and processing capacity in
Adak.

We support the adoption of Proposals 245 & 246 for the amending the management plan
for Area O Red King Crab fishery found at 5 AAC 34.600-690 applying to the portion of
state waters between 172° W longitude to 179° W longitude (the “Adak arca™)

In amending the Area O RKC management plan, we ask that the Board do five things
which would apply in a district of statewaters between 172° W longitude to 179° W
longitude:

1- Modify the provision at 5 AAC 34.610(d) to limit vessel size to less than 60 feet,

2- Add a provision at 5 AAC 34.625 to establish a pot limit of 10 pots per vessel for
the Adak area.

3- Remove the provision at 5 AAC 34.628 preventing a person from fishing
groundfish with pot or longline gear for 30 days pr10r to the opening of the REC
fishery in the Adak ared.

4- Modify the pwwsmn at 5 AAC 34, 610(a) to allow the comunissioner flexibility to
open the fishery pnor to October 15% in the Adak area,

5- Modify the provision at 5 AAC 34.640(b) to allow tank mspection in Adak for
vessels participating in the Adak area RKC fishery.

Ttems 1 & 2 are the core of Proposals 245 & 246 which provide an opportunity for the
Commissioner to manage a small Red King Crab fishery in state waters in the area
around Adak

Items 3-5 are minor technical amendments to the Area O RKC management plan that are
needed for safety and efficiency in the context of an under 60° vessel fishery.




Feb 268 13 03:43=a

Background

Historically, there was a large red crab fishery in the Adak area prior to the adoption of
a federal Fisheries Management Plan (FMP) for crab. The resource collapsed and no red
crab fishery has been conducted under federal management the waters between 172W
and 179W degrees longitude.

Given the lack of fishing history under the federal FMP in our Adak area, the waters east
of 179W were deliberately left out of the federal Crab Raticnalization catch share
program. As such it is an open access fishery and the only effort controls are the vessel
length and pot limits found in 5 AAC 34.600-690.

Conservation Problem

This poses a conservation problem that makes it difficult for ADF&G to contemplate
opening a fishery in the area with a modest GHL, The only pot limit for Area O is a 250
pot limit for the Petrel Bank red crab fishery. The vessel length limit for the Adak region
is 90 feet.

There were over 100 vessels between 60 and 90 feet licensed for pot gear in the 2011
CFEC database. With nio further effort limitations on size and number of pots, it would
be impossible for ADF&G to manage within the GHL on a slowly rebuilding red king
crab stock in out area.

We believe there is enough resource for a small red king crab fishery, but it must be
managed carefully with tight effort conirols on vessel size and namber of pots to avoid
exceeding whatever GHL ADF&G sets in order (o be sustainabie.

Minor Techmical Fixes ~ Rakionale

In addition to the core items (vessel size and pot linits) in Proposals 245 & 246, we asked-

that 3 minor technical fixes be addressed at this time,

The first is the “Operation of other gear provision”, This provision was repealed in the
Bristol Bay area, and is not found in the management plans for the Alaska Peninsula or
Kodiak area.

The second is the “Start date”. The October 15t date may make sense for the federal
waters fishery in the Petrel Bank District, but it shouldn’t apply to a small boat fishery in
statewaters.

The third is the “Tank inspection”. It doesn’t make sense for small local vessels to have
to travel from Adak to Dutch for a tank inspection to fish in the Adak area. The
Commissioner should have the authority to allow tank inspections in Adak or to waive
the inspection requirement.

p.2

PC 39
20f3



Feb 26 13 03:43a

RKC Management Plan Framework for Adak Area Needed

The existing Area O King Crab management plan is focused on the federal waters
Golden King crab and the Petrel Bank RKC fisheries. It fails to provide a framework for
managing a rebuilding RKC stock in state waters around Adak, Adak needs new fishing
opportunities to have a viable fisheries dependant community. Setting up the
management framework in the 5 AAC 34 Sections 600-690 is an important foundationa}
step to providing that opportunity.

Setting effort controls in advance of an opening of a fishery that has been closed for
decades doesn’t re-allocate from anyone since there are no current participants with a
dependence on the resource,

Managing this fishery as a small vessel, slow paced fishery at a somewhat different time
of year from the large Bristol Bay RKC fishery provides an opportunity to access live
crab markets which could add value to the fishery.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.

Sinc?, .

Rick Koso, President

Adak Community Development Corporation
PO Box 1243

Adak AK 99546
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PO Box 115526 Juneau, Alaska 99811-55266

Re: Proposal 162 ~ Unalaska Bay Traw! Closure
Ta Wham it May Concarn;

| support Proposal 162 to the Board of Fisheries, to close Unalaska Bay to trawl fishing. | have
workad in all areas of the fisheries and Jivad at Unalaska Isiand since 1982, | commercial fished
as a small boat fisheries for sevan years and subsistence fished for 30 years. My family counts
on subsistence as a mandatory part of their food gathering here and Halibut IFQ's and the small
boat Crab Fisheries has been a part of my annual Income to help my family as well,

{ hdve witnessed a tremendous dedline in fish and game In the surrounding Unalaska Bay
waters since my arrival in 1982, | have witnessed several times while fishing on a 32’ Bristol Bay
hoat , factory trawling in the mouth and head of Captain’s Bay, one of Unalaska island’s most
important resaurce for subsistence and small boat commercial fisheries. ! initiafly called F&G
when | flrst saw this occur back in 1994 and was horrified that there was no regulations set
against this as they were trawling right over our IFQ lines for halibut, It aiso made 2 deep
impression: these larger vessels would slowly destroy the ground bottom feed and that, not
only small boat fisherles in Halibut and srab would be ruined for myself and future generations,
but also that it would drastically reduce the aco-tourism sport fishing industry of Unalaska for
halibut charters and small boat recreation.

As the Bering Sea is known for its dangerous currents, winds and seas, small boat fishing can
not safely occur out in open waters. Protected bays/ inlets are our only way ta continue these
local fishing industries and traditions.

| have discussed this issue with fellow fishermen and community members and have not met
one that disagreed. They also support this cause wholeheartedly and the loval population at
Unalaska hopes that you will support proposal 162 with great enthusiasm.

Regards, S 72(/@ ,

Carolyn Reed, 30 year resident of Unalaska/Dutch Harbor
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Statewide Finfish and Supplemental Issues

March 19-24, 2013

Subject: Comments Regarding the Upper Cook Inlet Task Force Recommendaions

Y support the recommendations of the Task Force and Proposal 249, L — )
= [

Also, T do NOT support any pairing of restrictions of the in-river King fishery with the m 5O

salt water Sockeye fishery. They are two species and need different management . % e[

approaches. I support giving our local biclogists the flexibility to manage the fishery. :Eg -

They should not have 10 adhere to a hard and fast management plan, when they are aware | & =

that it's not working, or they are aware of a late run. - “
=

We do NOT want a repeat of the 2012 season.

On 2 separate note:

Y would like the Board of Fisheries to meet in Kenai for the Board of Fisheries meetings
regarding Cook Inlet in 2014, :

1 would also like to see guides restricted from fishing in the spawning holes for Kings.
The guides have these spawning holes mapped, sit on them apd fish with clients, and then
wonder where the run went, ADF&G also hag these holes mapped and could make them
off limits,

Thank you,

Richard C. Mc Gahan, 8r.

59 year commercial and sport fisherman

54025 Kenai Spur Hwy.

Kenai, Alaska 99611

907 252 1134
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PETITION: Add Pacific Herring to the State of Alaska's Forage Fish
Mangement Plan

To; Alaska Board of Fisheries
To the Board of Fisherles through Chairman Jehnsions:

1 suppert any regulatary ehange thet would add Pacifio herring (Clupaa pallaei) 2s a forage fish, and ta be managed a8 such, The
axiating atministrative code (8 AAG 39.212,) falis to include ail spesies of forage fish (ndigengous to the watare of Alaska, and Pacifia
herring ara & keystane speties. The board reaognizes that abundant populations of fnra;ge fish sre cruclal to sustain healthy pepulations
of eorimaerdlally important saimon, groundiish, halibyy, and shelifish speclzs, Please add Pacific herring 1o the State of Alazka's Forags
Fish Mangement Plan. Failure 1o do so will comaromise the Stats of Alaska's Pacifis herring stocks,

40 SIGNATURES

COUNTRY POSTAL CODE  DATE SIGNED

1 Axron D Baan ' Unlted States 49838 Ben 08, 2012

2 Melisea Cervera-Baan United Blates 203G Sep 08, 2012
3 Sarah Moore United States 56288 Sep 09, 2012
4 Ban W, Bear United Btates g9T05 Sep 08, 2012
B Aubrey Gamble Urited States 84308 Sap 09, 2012
g Laura Bagiey Malidla ’ rited Siates 09835 Sep 09, 2012
7 Helan Dange! ‘ " United States B9835 Sep 09, 2012
8 David Harrison ’ Unlted States gos0a Ber 09, 2012
] Laura Cubleh Bommiarito Clauder Unlted Statas 83128 Sen 09, 2012
10 Efizabeth Grien {nited States 57303 Sep 09, 2012
11 Holly Foss United States 7 81147 Bep 09, 2014
12 MalssaBela ' | Unitad States 83697 Sep 09, 2012
13 Carl Bangton Unitad States EICIUZGI Sep 08, 2012

TER

14 palgia | tonkin """"’“E‘“”@*E Urited Btates 05835 Sep 09, 2012
15 Heather Bramner D D Unied States 9BB3G Sep (8, 2012
13 Sue Keene ‘ MAR 01 2013 United Statas 80925 Ser 09, 2012
17 Erig Moralss QOARDS unlied gtates BOBIE | Sep(o, 2012
18 Kery Roy ’ Ty tInited Stajes 77358 Bep 08, 2012
19 DavijKika ' United States £0835 Sap 10, 2012
o oememeton - Uredsams  @ess SR
Al Jubary Dungan Jr ’ United &letes BERZA Bep 11, 2042
z2  Sanny Gropley ‘ United States bG35 Sep 12, 2012
23 Doug'as Barte!s Unitad Htates $8535 Bap 14, 2012
24 Tracl VWashausen . UnHed States 99836 Bep 16, 2012
25 Cobum Dalla ' , Lnltars Statee U50-0340 ep 16,2012

B -Rebert Yaung ‘ United Btales o854 Sep 18, 3012
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COUNTRY POSTAL CODE  DATE SIGHED

a7 ¥am White United States 700y Sep 16, 2012
28 Alicla Ford United States 87016 Sep 16, 2012
25 Heit Margan Adalr ' United Sfates 52624 Sep 15, 2012
N Bermadette Allen ‘ Wnited Btates 87023 gep 17, 2012
3 Kitty Wilsen Urited States 9825 Sep 17, 2012
az Joaaph Wison ‘ ' United States #2901 Sen 17,2012
33 A Wilkingan ' United Btates 47714 gep 17, 2012
34 Frederiok O, Disen, Jr. ' Unitsd States 89950 Sep 17, 2012
35 Shelia Delapp Unitad Blgtes 80083 e 17, 2012
38 Rab Yates Uniled Siatas 28284 Sep 18,2012
a7 Kayla Gray United Statea 50721 Bap 18, €012
38 Jode KWormen C Unissd Biates BEGA4 Sep 18, 2012
38 Meladia Bernalis i United Statas 20102 Bap 18, 2012
L] Erenda Lyanz Lnited Statas fAH63 Sep 19, 2012

l MAR 0 12013
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Add Herring to the Forage Fish Mangement Plian

Spongored by: Aaron Bean Bitka Aaska DDE3E

About the patitian

Ta ihe Board of Figherles through Chairman Johnstene: 1 supiport any regulatary change that would add Pacifie
harring {Glupea pallasi) as & forags fish, &nd to be ménaged ag such, The existing administrative code (5 AAC
39.212 ) falls to include all spacies of forage figh indigeneaus to the walers of Alagka, and Pacific herring are a
keystone specias, The board recagnizes that ahundant popuiations of forage fish are orucial to sustain heaithy
popylations of commerdially important saltmen, graundfish, halibut, and shelfish spocies. Please add Pacific
hetting ta the State of Alaska's Forag Fish Mangement Plan, Fallure to do g0 will sompromise the State of
Alaska's Pacifla harring stocks.

0 mar o1 900g

BOARDS
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4 YOUR VOIGE COUNTS
This petition has ccllected

31 signatures

uging tha anline tools at iPetitions.cam

Printed on (8-24-2012
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Bignatures
‘. Name; Megther Rigge  on Aug 03, 2012

Gammenta: ARsciutsly

2, Nasme: Sryan Whitson, o Aug 03,2012 .
Carimante: | ive in Sitka, Alagka and have geen firat hand hew deglatad tha Raming returns have been Bus to cverfishing and how
hg Ituatry benafits a very emall percantage of those wha live hera,

3 Name: Jeff Feidpavach  an Aug 03, 2012
Comments:

&, Name! Kafhlsan Wendt  on Aug 05, 20%%
Comments:

&, Nemai Kethryn Jameen.  ah Aug 05, 2012
Commants!

B. Mamo: Daven Mafey  on Aug 06, 2012

Comirents: in a giate which prides Reelf on ound fisherias maragement, i shauid be ehvious that our isheries ane nat sustainable if
wa continue I harvest hering 2t currant rates, Plazss acknewledge haning's afitical role in aur fisheries syslams and mansge it
aewordingly, Lots of ommunitias, subsistance fsharmen, commergia! figharen, and aport flsharman In Alaska are gepanding on
you tp rake the right desislan,

T Name: Karan Johnzan  on Aug 08, 20492
Commenis: Az a lfelong commeteial Asher fom Stiks | fing i perplexing why heréing are no) congitensd 10 ba & faraga fizh, | guass |
just azsumed they always Wan, this nesds {o be changad naw,

B Name: Micrag! ©, Bricker  an Aug 48, 2012
Gomments
3. Neme:Michasl Szines  on Aug 08, 8012 ) ECEIVE
Gamments:
0
10, Name; Heptner Ghapln  or Aug 08, 2012 H u MAR D 1 2013
Commanis! B
DOARDS

11 Nama! Jarmy Snefing  on Aug 46, 201 2
Cammenta:

12, Name: Ted Wright  on Aug 06, 2012 .
Oomments: n complete agranmant and believa this aatan is oritical to the heath of many fisherles, not to mention our way of (Ifa!

15 Name: Rebegoa Ptz on Aug 06, 2912
Commmenta! | .

14, Name: Kay Bitnmeons  an Aug 08, 20172 )
Comments: Plaase honot this requast for all epacies of flsh, and thosa of us who consume it s a whay of e

15, Nenie! Katherine RuslerSiavis  on Aug 0@, 20432
Cammanta: § ived In Silka, Ak. forover Syrs, and know thal it is very Irnportant 4 protect all of the forege fish, Htis the Iststep in
presarveing ths Culture of an Indiganous peaple.

Page 3or 8
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1B Name; Rebecoa Bemtley  on Aug 06, 2012
GComments:
7. Matre: Carda Sarriee an Aug 08, 2012
Commsnts:
18. Name: Marsa Warlng  on Aug OF, 2012 ,
Comments:
18. Mame: Tine Brewn  an Aug D7, 2012
Cummenta:
20, Wame: Josh Lawrence  on Aug 07, 2012 '
Cottinants: step aver fishing the harring or sif clker fish wi die within & fow short yesrs, i wil happen like a doming effacl
a1, Namie: Chad Thel  en Aug 97, 2012
Gommenis;
2z Kame: Anohymous  on Aag 07, 2042
Commenta:
23, Nama: Mardsn Alan  on Aug O7, 2012
Cormments:
24, Nama: Jessica G on Aug 08, 2042
Commahis:
25 Name: Jerdana Hezam  an Adg 09, 2012
Commentis:
26 MName: Sarah Sralth  an Aug 08, 2012
Cemmants:!
z7. Mama: Ernestine Hayes  on Aug 08, 201d
Comments: . l‘m E @ E ﬂ V E
28, Name; Tormny Joseph  on Aug B8, 2018 Im
Camments; ! MAR [] 1 2013
22, Narma; Tom Gamble  on Aug 09, 2012 BOARDS
Cemmeants: save tha herring
B0, Neme: Charles Mivassts  on Aug 08, 2012
Cormends: LONG OVER pUENIT LR
i, Namre: Johi H. Litlesietd  on Aug 08, 2012
Commanis!
a2, Namei Andes Maim o Aug 99, 2012
Gammeante!
a3, Name: Randy Retzanmieyer  on Aug 40, 2012
Samments!
as  Name: Frederigh O, Olagh, Jr.  an Aug 10,2012
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Gomments: Gea, tis s Sooa otwiaue, If you darit think hering ars {undementsl as food ip aoean mammals 2nd ather fish, you
noed 1o raad hattar books,
38, Name: Brandan Snydet  on Aug 10, 2012
Comments:
. 88, Name: Sgan Smih  on Aug 10, 2012
Cammentss
7. Name: Efrestine Haglen Atel  on Aug 10, 212
Camments:
34, Name: Tanya Bonaréen  on Aug 14, 3012
Comments:
ad, Nare! Dougas G, Bartele  on Aug 13, 2012
Camments: .
40, Nsmie: Miergared Nickarsan  an Aug 17, 2012
Garmmens: 5o Rght!
41, Marme: MatiLove  an Aup 17, 2012
Commenis:
42. Nama: Mamgarst Mivksrsen  pn Aug 23, iz
Cormente: Yes, do plaaee add«on thi Pasile herring
4. Name: Dollos Qaleate  on Aug 27, 2012
Commente: thanks you Tor adding herring a¢ a forage fish o tha Forage Figh Management Flan,
44, Namep: Louizs G Brady  on Awg 27, 2012
Cammeants:
43, MNama: Fred Moz on Aug 28, 2012
Comyranis:
. R ?;1 [ rmam
48, Ngme:! Jetrod Galanin  on Aug 28, 2012 D E (La E U V E: !
Gommenta: ADF&amp;& doa't understand herring sehaylor and their Bee sygtem ﬂ
. | AR ;
47, Name: Rishard Didtlcksen  en Aug 23, 2042 w0123
Comments; ‘
BOARDS |
43, Name: Michze! Brickar oo Aug 30, 2012 E
Comments:
43, Nama:KiiyWizon  en Sep 06, 2012
Comments
50, Name: Tina Ser o Sep 08, 2012
Gomments
&1, Nama: Kara Koreis  on Sap 08, 2012
Camments:
B2 Name: Caitin Gill &, $ep 08, 2012,
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Cammenis:

53, Neme: Kate Brunswly  on Sep 08, 2042 '
Comrmenis!
54, Ngme: Rose Debbs  on Sgp a8, 2012
Corynenie: Plesse edd Pasifie nsrring the Alagks's Forage Fish Mangsment Rlan.
53, Mame: Pam Frerizel  on Sep 48, 2012
Comments:
58, Narma: Patrigk Gl on Sep 06, 2042
Gomments: s met . ’
57, Mame: Kim Eligt on Sep 16, 2012
Gommants! | suppart this cancapt and will bs sending in soima commants of my own 8000,
g8, Name: Andryrious  on Sep 18, 2012
Cummants!
64, rama Thamas Gl am Eap 4B, 2012
Comimants:
a0, tame: Rose Dobks  onSep 18, 2012
Comments: Pleaae tdd Pecho haring te the St of Alaska's Forags Fish Msngsment Fian,
B,

Neme: Maryann Dotshe — on S&p 19, 2012
Gammenks: )

i

A
A
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it

n —
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Proposal 95. I am against this proposal. It is unclear how this would affect someone who cleBf3/AHI3B

)

and dumps the carcass in a water body. Would it then be considered chumming if that personor a
member of his party continued to fish? If this proposal was limited to guides or persons utilizing a
guide I would not be opposed.

Proposal 111. I am against this proposal. There appears to be no shortage of fish in the Eek River.
There is no biological reason to eliminate sport fishing. The proposer may not participate in sport
fishing, however, that is not a valid reason to deny that right to others.

Proposal 112. T am against this proposal. This proposal mixes two separate issues. Closing the river to
sport fishing should only be done if biologically necessary. It is doubtful that the number of fish caught
as a result of sport fishing is significant.

Proposal 113. T am against this proposal. The proposer is not opposed to sport fishing as long as the
fish caught are kept and not released. The proposer implies that if all the fish caught by sport fishing
are kept that this will cause salmon stocks to increase as opposed to catch and release fishing, this
makes no sense.

Proposal 114. T am against this proposal. There appears to be a concerted effort to eliminate sport
fishing in this region. However, fish belong to all residents of the state, and unless stocks are low there
is no reason to eliminate sport fishing.

Proposal 215. I am for this proposal.

Proposal 224. 1 am against this proposal. Since the proposal states “one or more of the following
means...”, e-mail will become the only method used to announce emergency orders as it will be the
casiest and least costly alternative. However, not everyone has access to a computer or smart phone,
nor is there coverage throughout the state.

Proposal 228. T am for this proposal.

Proposal 233. I am against this proposal. The felt sole ban was enacted due to damage caused to
stream beds and spawning habitat. Felt sole boots had not been in existence for long and seniors and
handicapped individuals were able to fish before their introduction.

Proposal 235. T am against this proposal. This places an unnecessary burden on all fisherman in an
attempt to catch those poaching fish. This proposal does nothing to stop that. If someone is willing to
break the law when catching fish why would they fill out a form or provide truthful responses on that
form? If poaching is a problem in an area individuals should request additional enforcement and
provide information to authorities when appropriate.

Proposal 242. 1 am against this proposal. This proposal is poorly conceived. It attempts to rectify a
problem created solely by a fisherman who buys poor gear. Under this proposal those fisherman who
purchased low quality gear will now have an advantage over those who bought quality gear. This is
because not only will their nets be deeper but the mesh size will be smaller. When the nets shrink they
will lose some depth but as the mesh size will be reduced they will catch more fish when compared to a
net of the same depth that does not shrink. Mesh size will be the critical variable for catching fish as
opposed to depth of net for the few extra feet added. Furthermore, nothing prevents a fisherman from
replacing the nets that have shrunk with those of a higher quality. This is strictly a self inflicted
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prbblem which the Board should not have to remedy. Additionally, increasing the depth-of net for all
fisherman will increase the number of fish caught before they can pass to other areas of the state.

Proposal 243. I am against this proposal. The proposer states that lead in the environment can cause

injury to wildlife. Lead is a naturally occurring mineral, would he have the state remove all naturally
occurring lead also? Lead sinkers do not remain on the surface of stream beds and beaches when lost,
they sink into the stream bed and beach gravel out of the reach of waterfowl.

3

S ubmitted 37 Brian West—
e D ceANVIEW T>2
BNCw Al 99515
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Alaska Board of Fisheries 11/9/2012
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Sirs,

I'am offering comunents regarding board proposal 229. The proposal has two provisions aimed
at protecting king salmon returning to the Nushagak river.

I am in favor of the section of the proposal which requires the use of single point hooks. Since
many of the sport caught kings are landed and released, it is imperative that they be unhooked and
released in a timely manmer. Single hooks make this much easier and quicker with minimal harm to the
fish.

The second provision regarding no bait 1 am opposed to. In my experience guiding anglers on
the river and releasing thousands of fish, I have seen very few that were hooked deeply using single
hooks and bait. Of the very few that were bleeding, most were retained by the anglers.

The Nushagak-Mulchatna King Salmon Management Plan already allows ADFG to restrict the
use of bait using an Emergency Order if deemed necessary. A total ban on bait use would adversely
impact the catch rates of local and visiting sport anglers. Sport fishing in Alaska ard on the Nushagak
especially, has already been crippled by the current recession. Many camps on the river have been
closed due to a lack of clients. This proposed no bait provision would be just another unnecessary nail
in the coffin for the remaining businesses.

Thank you for your consideration of my comments.

Sincerely,

Ron Smith

Sport Fishing Oregon
29356 Vera St.

Gold Beach, Oregon 97444
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