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ATTN: BOF COMMENTS .- S VR TR

Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section : , .
PO Box-115526 - o : . | BOARDS

JFoneau, AK 99811-5526
Dear Sir or Madame:

1 want to thank you for this opportunity 1o comment on the Lower Cook Inlet Finfish proposals for 2007, My main
interest is in the Anchior River which I'have fished for at least 25 years. First, 1 would like 1o say that ADF & 'G’s
and the Board’s management of King sslmon on the Anchor River is an example of ontstanding management that
.could bé used in text books. The near shore troll vestrictions and the mnverhnntreducuonshavepmtected afish -
‘ populauonthatwasoncecomderedasastockofspemaloonoem. :

Bemiuse of'ﬂu_z munber ofldngs retymming to the Anchor River many believe that the ﬁshatebeing undemﬂhzed. I
* beg to differ. Based upon the returns T wonld say that nothing is broken and nothing needs tobeﬁxellr This is
especially true when one looks at the enwmnmamal and social factors aﬂ'echng ﬂle Anchor RJver

Crauﬂedﬁshmgzsﬂmnﬂeandthennmberofﬁshmseemstomcrcasemchyear Also ﬂ:erehasbeenanmmease
it snagging (using the Kenai red salmon technique of drag and snatch) in the river that wasn’t seen before. Stream
'bankaroslonhasbaenaproblemﬁxatresultedmeﬂ”ortstopmtectsomestreambankareasonﬂlenver ‘Iheseaze
social issites but ones that you, a5 a board, must face.

How many fish do we need up the river? I suggest that with habitat degradation and g'lobal wamnngthenumber is -
greater thar we have thought was cotrect in the past. Becanse “Sfreain temperatnte is au important physical factor
of Pacific salmon habitat...” (Kyle and Brabets, Water resources investigations Report 01-4109, USGS) the Homet
-*Soil and Water Conservation District and Cook InletKeeperhave stadied water temperatures in sahmon streams of
the Kenai Peningula since 1998, ‘They have found that the Homer airport daily weather record “reveals an upward
temperatore trend that began worldwide n1977.. P(inlctkeeper org) and that it has a close conrelation to what has
: happenndto stream iemperdtures. They found that in *_..2002, temperainres exceeded Alagka's standards for .
..egg and fry incnbation on more that 50 summer days, By 2005, exteedences occnrred on more than 80 days™ .
(uﬂeﬂceep er.org). My own anecdotal observations are that dolties, which we once found throughoit the riverin
sumier, now summer higher up before dropping back dc:wn inthe fall. Tassume this is to. find cooler water.

With warming waters 1 woﬂdﬂnnkwewoﬂdwantto ma:nmmethenumberofﬁsh avaﬂablefur spawmngto make
sure that those areag of the tiver which stay cool will have enough spawners to make for the loss of those that spawn
in habitat that becomes too warm for spceessful incubation. Taking sucha cnnsewah?e view will benefit everyone

. _ inthe long xun, Agam, nothing in the regulations is broken so why try 1o fix it.

. Based upon the above remsnmngl am opposed to the following proposals:
.‘ Proposal 1 “Open Anchor River king salmon ﬁéheq.r 6 days a week”

Proposal 2 “Open Anchor River king éalmon fishery 5 days per weelk”
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Proposal 4 “Increase the annwal limit for king sa]mon on the Anchor River and Deep Creek as follows the new ) | «
regu]anon would mention no limits to the number of fish hken yearly on the Anchor River and Deep Cmek. By B
omission, the annual limit of 5 king salmon would apply... . )

Proposal 5 “Allow caich and release fishing after retaining a king salmon on the Anchor River and Deep Creek ;. . .
This is a social/ethical issue. 1 oppose it because I believe it sends the wrong message on what is a sport :ﬁshery e 0

Even with barbless flies one can often end up with a “bleeder”. 1f you have already filled your limit then yon have -

no option but to either let a bleeder go to die (ethically wrong for the sports ﬁsher) or keep a fish in violation! of the’

law. This also increases crowding on an already crowded fishery. Ihave fished in many states and it is the usual

practice to quit fishing when you have reached your limit. As the Board of Fish of F:sh Tbelieve you have an - -

obligation fo set regulations that set an ethical tone, -

~ Proposal 6 “Saltwater Area, Reduce the conservatton cortidor dates in the Early-Run king Salmon Specxal H-irvest‘ n
- area around the Anchor River as follows. Lift the restrictions for the conservation corridor for the Anchor Ihver on .
June 25. The vast ma_;onty of Chinooks bound for the Anchor are in the stream™ S

. Proposal 7 “Saltwater Area, Reduce the closed areq at the mouth of Anchor River from 4 miles to 2mlles in the
" Eatly- Run King Salmon Special Harvesi Avea” V.

Proposal 8 “Rcduce clused area at mouth of Anchor River and Deep Creek in the emly—Rxm king Satmoni Speclal
Harvest Area...” : ‘

* Proposal ¢ “Reduce closed area at the month of Anchor River and Deep Creek in the Eaﬂy—Run kmg Salmon ‘
Special Harvest Area...” , _

- I have opposed alt the proposals that seck to increase the nnmber of salmon taken in the Anchor River since 1.
believe that ADF&G has done an excellent job and has sef regulations that will carry us through natutal -
- perturbations in the size of the king run, 1 do however support the following proposa]s ' A

five 3-day weekends, starting on Saturday of Memorial weekend, and conlinuing for another four consecutive 3-day -
weekends.” This proposal is more of 2 soclal issue and should not affect the salrhon take. It retorns the season simt K
to the n’admonal Memorial weekend. _

Proposal 3 ™ Modify king salinon season opening date on (e Anchor River as....The Anchor River shal! be: open for -

Pmpasal b “Prohibit use of weighted hooks in the Nick Dudiak Fishing Lagoon as follows: The use oI' welghted

* hooks and weighis that follow hools in the Nick Dudiak Fishing Lagoon as ...a bobber is utilized, no otlier gear
‘(hooks, weigs, etc) maybe used on the line between the floatation device and the pole.” Thls isa socml 15508 and I
agree completely with the author on it and suppott it. .

The ibllomng summanzes my snpport and opposmon

Proposal 1 Oppose
Proposal2 ~ Oppose
Proposal 3- Support -
Proposal 4 Oppose .
Proposal 5 Oppose
Proposal 6 Oppose
‘Proposal 7 - OQppose
“Proposal 8 . Oppose ‘
‘Proposal 9 Oppose
Proposal 13 Support

' Thank you for the opportumty to comment onths propasals.
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United States Deparﬁnent_ of the Interior -

: . ‘ - ' ZE\\IEO .
" U.S. FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE R
— Office of Subsistence Management 14 'm“ A
3601 C Street, Suite 1030 et VT
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. Mr. Mel Morris, Chairman

Alaska Board of Fisheries
cfo Alaska Department of Fish.and Game
P.O. Box 25526

‘Juneau, Alaska 99802-5526

Dear Chairman Morris:

" Perrecent notification, the Alaska Board of Fisheries at their upcoming méeting scheduled to

begin November 13, 2007; will deliberate 2007/2008 regulatory proposals that address Lower
Cook Inlet sport, personal use, and siibsistence fisheries. We understand that the Alaska Board

. of Fisheries Wﬂl be cons1dermg approxmately 22 proposa]s at ﬂllS meetmg

The USFWS Ofﬁce of Sub51stence Management, work:mg with other Federal agencms has

reviewed these proposals and do not believe that adoption of: any of these proposals will have an
unpact on Federal ‘subsistetics users and fisheries. . ‘ '

We may wish to comment on SpBClﬁC proposals J_f issnes arise dunng the meetmg which may

* have an impact on Federal subsistence users and fisheries, We appreciate the opportunity to

comment on these important regulatory matters and look forward to workmg with your Board
and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game on these issues.

Smcerely,

" Peter]. Probasco ’

Asszstant Reglonal Duector
. ce:  Denby 8. Lloyd, ADF&G, Juneau : T eff Regnart, ADF&G, Anchorage '
Michae] Fleagle, Chair FSB. ‘ Rob Bentz, ADF&G, Junean . -
John Hilsinger, ADF&G, Anchorage . - Marianne See, ADF&G, Anchorage
- Tina Cunning, ADF&G, Anchorage .. DPatti Nelson, ADF&G, Juneau - - .
. Chatles Swanton, ADF&G, Juneau ~ ~ °- ~* Jimi Marcoite, ADF&G, Juneau

James Hasbrouck, ADF&G, Anchorage - Interagency Staff Committee -
EhzabethAndrews ADF&G, Juneau . oL S

-
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Boards Support Section o . o . o

Box 11525 - 2 |

* Juneaii, AK 99811-5526 - . . : L
Re: Comments on Lower Cook Inlet Finfish Proposals November 12-13, 2007 Proposais 1- 8

| have been fishing the Anchor River King Salmon season for the last 26 years, and rarely miss a weekend. The river

is an amazing resource and the King Salmon run appears to be in very healthy condition at this point. - Strong -
_conservation regulations have kept it so even under ever increasing pressure from increasing numbers of psople

fishing both off shore and on the river during the season. Last year was the most crowded | have ever experienced on.
the Ancher during King season. A large perceniage of the fisherpeople are tourists, who bring needed tourist dollars

to the Anchor point area. X ' . ' L

The 9 proposals affecting ihe Anchor River fishery appear to bea big step backward in canservation of the King
Salmon resource and put the continued health of the river at risk. In general, | oppose any measure which reduces
the consetvation restrictions on the Anchor River. o ) o o '

- . Here are my comments on thie individuial proposals.

Proposals 1and 2: Open the Anchor River king salmaon fishery for & days per wesk, or open tﬁ_e Anchor River king .
salmon season for 5 days perwesk. : : : N S :

. strongly oppose these changes to the regulations. We must kake into account the ever increasing pressure on - -
e King salmon run, with more fisherman days occuring every year in'both the river and saltwater areas. Increasing -
the days fishing is allowed cuts the ime that the fish can move upstream unimpeded to 1/2 or 1/4 of the currentfree
swimming iime. It would also likely increase the number of fish taken very substantiatly. .The current 3 day .
opening is working very well. In light of increasing pressure on the fishery, it makes no sense to raise the take and
increase the vulnerability of the run. : o ' ' : :

Proposai 3: Go back to opening the Anchor River on Mermorial Day and .adding the extra weekend fo the end of the
season, . ‘ ‘ , T _

1 oppose this.change. The low water levels encountered the |ast weekends of the seasons during the past 5 years,
-In combination with the placement of the weir below the forks has made the salmon holding in holes at low waler very -
vuinerable to the high fishing pressure. Adding a weekend zt the end of the season would increase this prablem.
While the early weekend is often. not ideal in weather or water conditions, it is always pessible to find fish on the river.

As the water level goes down towards the end of the season fhere is a noficable increase in the "Kenal River
SweepfJerk” type of fishing resulting in many fish being snagged. This fype of fishing is starting to appear much more
frequently on the Anchor. In order lo limit the effects of this type of “fishing" ] would Jike fo suggest 2 changesto -
Anchor River regutalions. - : o - : o ’

‘Suggestion 1: Limit hook size to a single 110 hook in order to lifnit- the eﬁecﬁveﬁess of the ‘sweep?jerk
fisher people. They often use minimally dressed dual 5/0 or B/0 hooks with a large weight. These -

people | | | | S o
‘ snag large numbers of fish when stream flows are low and the fish are concentrated irja specific

holes in the river. ‘ .
_ Suggestion 2: Move the weir upstream at least 1/4 mile from it's cumrent location so that the 'kings dont "
: stack up at the bridge hole later in the season during lower flow fimes on the river. A couple years of -
. . data should be able to determine rafios of fish tuming left at the forks in evaluating run numbers, -

mhbsal 4: Increase the limit for Anchor River and Deep Creek king salmon to 5

R commente A .,
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strongly oppose this change. Confinually increasing pressure on the river makes it foalish to increase the limit. _ .
People who need fish for profein can suppliment their king salmon with personal use red saimon fisherles existing in
several other streams on the Kenai peninsula. o }

Prdposal 5: Allow catch and release fishing after retaining a king salmon on-the Anchor River and Deep Creek,

I oppose this change. Allowing people to conlinue fishing after keeping a king salmon will further increase crowding  **
on the river. It would also eliminate the ability of fishermen to keep a fish that is bleeding badly due to hook damage if

they already kept a fish that day. As long as bait (roe) fishing is allowed on the Anchor and Deep Creek, this is'an

imnportant fish mortality consideration. It also makes enforcement of the one fish per day limit more difficult.

. Probosal 67,8% Pruposéls reducing the conservation or no fishing zones around the mouths of Deep Cgrgak‘an'd-. . o
Anchor Rivers. ¥ : : o ' S R

1strongly oppose these changes. Salimon staging at the mouth of rivers may stay in the area for extended periods

- of time waiting for water temperature or flow conditions to become favorable for moving into the river, During this =~

~ peticd the fish are very vuinerable to the offshore fisherman. When fish are gathered in an area, radios and fish finder -
gear make it possible and likely that large numbers of offshore boats will immediately move to the area where fish are .

~ concentrated. This could be devastating 1o fish staging to move into the Anchor or Deep Creek. This regulation works. s
well as currently implemented. . - ST

In summary, | feel that the conservation measures in affect on the Anchor and Deep creeks are working well. The
Department of Fish and Game has dane a good job in designing a set of regulations that provide for good opportunity

- for sportsfishers both in the river and offshore while protecting the confinued health of the resource. They don't noed
to be modified, especially in the direction of less conservation of the resource. .~ - ' S

Thank you for considering my comments.

102107 : , : o CTRCEN N
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- ATTN: Board of Fish Cominents

~ does not prowde adequate ime to make

D

PHILIP J. BRNA RECEVEY.

5601 E. 98™ AVENUE et 2 ' 2007
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99507 : |

- (907)346-2131 RO LRDS

October 21, 2007

Alaska Dept. of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section

PO Box 115526 '
Juneau, AK. 99811-5526

RE: Lower Cook Inlet Fmﬁsh Proposals— Qct/Nov 2007
Dear Board Members:
Iam prowdmg comments on the following ropesals 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,and 9. All of

these proposals involve reducmg existing King salmon conservation measures in the
Anchor R1ver :

' Ihave been fishing he Anchor River for 29 years and I also have a cabin on the river. I

spend many days there during the spring, summer and fall and it is fruly an amazing and
productive Jittle river. I believe the river is|so productive because of the limitsand -~
restrictions that have been fought so hard for over the years. ADF&G is doing a gredt job
of managing the Anchor and I am strongly opposed to reductions of any conservation:
measures. In fact, I think it may be time to jconsider additional measures because of ever
increasing fishing pressure on the river and well as the wanmng water documented by -
Cook Inlet Keeper which is hkely the result of global warming..

Severa] of the proposals talk about under tion or waste of king salmon which enter |
the river. These fish are not wasted. They gre an important component of the river
ecosystem and they not only produce generations of fish but they introduce a

" tremendous load of nutrients annually to the river. These fish are one of the reasons why

the river is so productlve Others are cold, clean water and vety limited human activity in
the watershed like mining or logging. Even if there were additional fish which should be
harvested, this cannot be determined based on three years of sonar/weir data. Three years
est and a]locatlon dBOlSlDDS :

I am opposed to the proposals as follows

Proposal I: “Open Anchor szer kmg salmon fishery for 6 days perweek.” - .
And Proposal 2: Open Anchor River king. almon ﬁ.s‘hery for 5 days per week.”

‘The current system of opening the riv for 5 consecm.we 3 day weekends has been °
working very well for many years. This management system has resulted ma

Phil Broa- Lower Cook Inlet Finfish Cominents | E RS
i Lover Cul MATRERCmESE - CoMMENTE D 4.




sustainable and productive fishery. The Anchor River ﬁshery is NOT BROK._EN_S_Q‘ﬂ Do ] - _
does not need to be fixed. I am strongly opposed io these proposals. ST o

Proposal 3: "“Go back to opening - the Anchor River on the Memorial Day weekend and
continuing for 4 weekends instead of opening the weekend before Memorial Day )

"~ Tam moderately-opposed to this proposal because I think that i increasing water:
temperatures and lower river flows on the later weekends are resulting in increased - -
mortallty of kihg salmon as they stack vp below the weit where they are susceptible.
to snagging. The proposal mentions that the weekend before Memorial Day is * . .
unfishable for at least 80% of the time. This is not shown in my logs. Thave fished the
river for all of the earlier weekends and while it is sometimes high, muddy, and cold
some fish can always be caught. Also, the comment. kmg salmon caught in clear water
are of higher quality than those caught in muddy water is total nonsense. If the Board
does decide to nnplement this proposal, I recommend that no bait and single hooks
only be allowed on the 5™ weekend to reduce the snagging which is beoommg more:
and more common. :

- Proposal 4: “Increase the imit for Anchor River and Deep Creek king salmon to5.” -
Proposal 5: “Allow catch and release ﬁ.s'hmg after retammg a king salnion on the '
Anchor River and Deep Creek ® o

or use 5 kmgs and much would go to waste. Additionally, there are many families
fishing the river and they would take the limit, and there are an increasing number of -
people fishing a seemingly unlimited number of proxies. If the harvest of fishisnot -
limited now, we will be doing that in the furture if escapement declines. Allowmg '
people to continue fishing after retaining a king salmon will result in additional - -
unintended mortality of king salmon, Currently, many people catch and release but
when _they have a bleeder they retain that fish and stop fishing. If they have already: .
kepi a fish this will not be possible. In most places, once you have canght your daily‘ c
limit, the reqmrement is to stop fishing. This will also encourage more crowdingon -~ - -
already crowded rivers, Agam, the current system is workmg and fhere isno . o

- compelling reason to change it. .

I am strongly opposed both of these proposals. First, most people don 1 really nead - S .

Proposals 6, 7, 8, and 9: All praposals to reduce saltwater con.s’ervatzon at the mauths qf
Deep Creek and the Anchor szer " " . ‘

Iam strongly opposed 10 any reductlon of the conscrvatlon or no fishmg zones at the -
mouths of Deep Creek or the Anchor River. These zones liave allowed a sanctuary. * R
area for king salmon and it addition to other conservation measures, they have R
-resultedmhealfhyandsustamablenmsoflqngsmthesestreams P

Iwould also like to suggcst one addmonal regu.'lahon for these s11'eams Ani mcrcasmg L
number of “an ers” are usmg 2 Iarge (up to 6/0 hooks) smgle hooks to Ime or. 7 ol .

~ Phil Brna- ‘i;ower Cook Inlet Finfish Comments - '




. - . intentionally snag king salmon in these rivers. I recopamend that the Board adopta
regulation to limit hook size to one single hook of no more than 1/0 in size.

Than}

ou for the opportunity to comment.

Phil Bros- Lo .CkInl'tFinﬂ'h‘C ts o T E
e coMMENT&_ B 3,
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‘QOctober 25, 2007

' _ RE C EIVED
| A‘lm BOF Cemmcnts " ‘ mcr 25 2607

‘Alaska Department of Fish and Game :

Boards Support Section . | BOARDS

P.0.Box 115526 - .
' Juneau, AK_ 9581 1—5526'-

As-an out-of-slntc Sportsman, Y wanted to EXpICss my fechngs or opinions on Proposal(s)
-+ 10and 11 pc::ta:.mngto the opening of a 7 day fishery for batchery kings on the Nigilchik:
. River again, from mid-June through early July. I have had the opportunity to samplé what
. atruly special fishery the Ninilchik is, even though it is virtually catch-and-release only,.
since T observed few hatchery kings. Yet this does not diminish, or detract from the -
_quality of ﬁshing that T experienced in Junc 2006 and again in latter June this year

 Asthis ﬁshery is catch-and—releasc for all wild kings, this resource is preserved for ﬁltu;e
- generations. I take particular care in ensuring these kings are ;,ently relcasei in the
water, follomng all of thc mtabhshcd rcgulanons. : -

The proposal to lower- the daﬂy (retentlon) limit for lcmgs from two o one: appears to o
have merit also, as this correlates with the daily limit on most of the otherrivers [have = . - .
- fished on the Kenai peninsula also (j.e. Kenai, Kasilof, Anchor rivers, etc.). If adopted, - T
" 1this shonld also posmvely 1mpact the overa]l numbers of surviving and spawning salmon -
in the river.

1 feel malcmg this ﬂshery available to ‘anglers also bencﬂts the Jocal (Nim]chk/Deep

'Creek) businesses and economy, as | personally have spent a fair.amount of money at the o
. local tackle shop (Deep Creek Sport Shop), eating breakfast at the Inlet’ Cafg, at Jersey

- Subs in Ninilchik (several tlmes) filling up at the local gas statlons, and soon. . .-

I’ve had the oppommlty 1o fish many places throughout the Pamﬁc No:ﬂlwest, and would
rate the Ninilchik as one of my fevorites, with some of the fondest anghng memories for -
me apd: my son. forgcd on this beautiful river. o R -
:lesc gwe my comments cons:derahon and I look forwmd o vcntunng back to. Alaslca
next summer for another mamorable vamnon expcncnee - _ :

Sincerely,
"DonYagura-l . o - R s .- e .
. 9312BoxelderWay - - . . R Ly
Elk Grove, CA. 95758 -~ =~ = T -_ o 7\ . e ) -
COMMENT# G’

. mnass - itam ame are o © mAtaan srey mtc.-nmm, ' ,np.,nt Jnn?-qv_mn




25 07 07:2Ba Cvrrie Harbour “303 4443339 . ;“g‘..“lm;

Yman ‘-F‘b SPARMEARL LS A RS PN MIALL LASL RAARS ) RBANLAGIL LS, ¥ W

_From: cgharbour@aul.mm : o ‘ o
Yo cyharbour@aol.com . _ - -/ 5/ ’
Subject: Fwd: Big changes proposed for the Anchor River / f J 7 - Véa é 4 ? ‘
Date: Thu, 25 Oct 2007 7:48 sm : : ’ ‘ L

- Alaska Dept. of Fish & Game RECEIVED .
Boards Support Section ¥ L
P.O.# 115526 OCT 2 5 2007

* Juneau,AK 99811—5526 ' . ‘

| | - BOARDS

- Dear Sirs; -

: As an angler who travels great dlstances o ﬁsh for not only the fishing but the quality of fishing -and hope for
" years to come, | was ra!her dismayed by the new proposals for fishing on the Anchor]Deep CreeldNtmlchlk River
drainage’s.

Each year | fly up therz in May from Denver Co. to take part in this annual King Salmon ritual and as a fly
fisherman who even when lucky keeps none of these magnificent fish, | find it appalling that the push Is now for
more fish to be caught, more hours to catch ihem and more places to ‘catch them. .

When is enough - enoughl

Lets for once buck the trend of more fishing time, more fish caught, more places to catch them and give these
fish a bit of a brake and time to procreate so we can have great ﬁshmg for many years to come. We do notneed &
duplicate of the Russian River, shoulder to shotilder, ¢ircus. :

The weskend openings even though crowded it is still blissfully short and ivable.

| suspect that the bottom line for these major changes is cash and the guides/charters and other assoclated
persons involved in the business who want more days on the fresh and near sait, more clients and just more
_business, We have a finite resource hers and lets just leave well enough alone; it's doing just fine thank you and if
so Il be back next year 1o rent cars, rent motels, buy plane tickets, buy meals and generally enjoy the unique

beauty and pristine fishing of Naska
1 do not fish nor travel to the Russian River charade hell, if { want that | can go to New Jersey for Opemng

Day.

Respectiully,

Currie Harbour

9183 Pineridge Lane -
Boulder, Colorado
80302 :

RECEIVED TIME OCT. 25 5:574M PRINT TIME OCT. 25, 5:59M
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I am submitting the Ffollowing comments on proposals pertainmng to Lcwer .

Cook Inlet.

.Proposals 1 and 2.

Opposed. These two proposals would open the ‘king salmon ssason ‘or the

. Bnchor River six days and five days a week, respectively. Currently

the season 1s open Saturday, Sunday, and Monday for five consecutive

-weeks. This has worked fine for a number of years and provides for

both adeguate harvest and adeguate escapement. These proposals would
increase the number of open days from 15 days to 26 days and could
result in unsustamnable harvest levels.

_ Proposal 4.

Opposed: ThlS proposal would 1ncreasa the annual bag 11mlt for klng

" salmon on the Anchor River and Deep Creek from two Eish to five fish.

Two king salmon a year from these stresms is.-enough. Other harvest.
opporrunities sxist to allow anglers to harvest addizional king salmon
{the Nindilchik and Kasilof rivers and the inlet fishery}. This

proposal could double the harvest and place the- king szalmon pqpulations

-at risk. The use of proxies has become rampant on: these streams Whlch
adds a further degrea of risk. : :

-Proposal 5.

Opposed. This proposal would allow catch and release flshlng after
retaining a king salmon on the Anchor River and on Deep Creek. The -
current regulation has the. advantages of both reducing hooking
mortallty and stress on the fish and reducing crowding.

 Bdditionally, since many anglers fish with salmon eggs, an anqler who
had already retained a fish and then hooked a fish daeply would either .

have to release a badly- 1njured fish or Bxcead the dally bag limit by -
retalnlng it.

Proposals 6, 7, B, and 9'

Qpposed. These prqposals would reduce the areas off the moutha of the-"

Anchor River and Deep Creek that are.currently closed to trolling. foxr
king salmon. The marine fishery provides more than adeguate trolling

opportunities in the imlet. King salmon congregating off the mouth: mf‘ -

these streams ars very vulnarable. Thase populations. would then be

targeted seven days a week. Additionally, the more liberal bag: limits - -

pertaining to the marine fishery would then apply.. These proposals

could very well spell the collapse of the fisheries in these streams. _

. Thank you for the opportunity to comment.

Dick. ﬂarshall
37186 Cannery Road

'.:Ken.a:l., AK %961}; - : - | % S)w.v\ﬂo*f\
Po’b\fc&m
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" Proposals1&2: 1o oppose these fxoposals because they are too liberal, Perhaps
the King Salmon stocks can support an extra fishing day per week, but nottwo -
or three extra days I think an extra one day opening on Wednesday would be

- 1deal '

Proposals 67,8 and 9: Ioppose all four of these proposals. Unhl river fishermen

. ‘are allowed more than three days per week, or only nine days a year on. Deep |
' Creek, or 15 days a year on the Anchor River for King Salmon fishing, the
. y proteched areas at the mouths of these rivers should pot be reduced.

Proposal 10;_ 1su _Janort this propnsal. Fish & Game basically subnutted fliis same
- proposal three years ago, and it was rejected. If Fish & Game feels that a seven
day a week hatchery fishery is warranted, without adversely affecting the wild
“King Salmon stocks, then we need to frust Fish and Game, and allow this
proposal to become a regulatlon : :

" Proposal 13 I support this proposal Tight ]mmg or bobber snaggmg is ep1de1mc
at the lagoon, and it ruins the fishery for the ‘minority of us that fishby - -
conventional methods. The overall fishing experience will be greaﬂy mproved
by eliminating the ]me snaggmg bechmques :

: Proposal 15 Is upgort ﬂus proposal. Gill nets are placed too close to the
. - opening of the lagonn, and significantly impact the lagoon fishery in a nf:gahve
way. I don't think it was Nick Dudiak’s intent when he developed the lagoon
fishery, to see Jarge quanhtles of lagoon fish swmumng mto the parsonal use gill
net-".

| 'Sincerely,‘ 2 g
'_ I _ Gary Sinnhuber

- P.O. Box 1657
Homer, AK 99603
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- Please accept and consider this comment in strong opposition to the Central Cook Inlet

(Anchor, N‘mxlchxk, Deep Creek) proposals #1 through #12.

1 huve been an awd Alaskan sportfisherman for 20 years. After reading the proposed

changes for the Anchor, Nintlchik-and Deep Creek King fisheres, I felt compelled to
voice my opposition. T have personal experience and knowledge from my many
experiences fishing for King salmon, Silvers and Steelhead on these rivef systems '

Proposals #1-#12 have the possﬂslhty of changing the already crowded King Salmon e
season into the type of experience now found on the Willow King fishery and the Russian .
River during the red runs. The current regulations are working well in keeping a healthy -

* king salmon rom in the Anchor, Ninilchik and Deep Creek fisheries. I believe that these
- new proposals should be strongly opposed if we are to keep hea]thy ng Salmon runs.

over the 10113 term.

. In addmon, a longeerg season would also mean more umntended catches of Kélts

(sea-bound steelbead) during their Spring mi igration downriver. The increased fishing
will increase the mortality of Steethead since more will inevitably be caiight with large
King Salmon hooks. The longer season will not only diminish the quahty of the ng
F1shery bt also of the Fall Steelhead returns. _ -

Please strongly consider this comment-towards makmg yonr declsmn on the proposals. -

- Thank you for your time and hard work.

| Sincerely,

Taro Satake

1712 W 11" Ave

. Anchorage, AK 99501

(907) 644-0656 .
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Re aner (:ook Inlet Finfish Proposals Proposals 1-8

| have a cabin on the lower Anchor River and have fished the river during the King season for ﬂ1e Iast 10 years: | o
would like to comment on the proposals for changes to the regulations for the Anchor and Deep Creek whlch I heheue e
are - . ‘ _

~ stepson the wrong direction

Proposats 1 and 2: Dpen the Anchor River king salmon:fi shery for 6 days per week of open the Ancher River kmg ,
salmon season for 5 days per week. ‘

1 strongly oppose these proposals. Every year there are more penple ﬁshmg and 1akmg fish frorn the Anchor
Although the run appears to be healthy based on the data collected over the Jast 3 years, we don't know how much
of a buffer there is to handie the ever increasing fishing pressure. The fish now have 4 days perweek fo tmverse the
' open area and move upstream We should not decrease this wmdow of time. . L

Propusal 3: Go back fo opening ihe Anchar River on Memorial Day and adding the extra wgekend o the. end of the - _ '
season, -

| oppose this change. The early weekend is sometimes not as productive as the mid season ones but there ara
nearly always fish in the river o be caught. At the-end of the season the quality of the fish is decreased ‘and they are.

more vulinerable on years {the last 3 or su) when there isn't enought rain and the river gets low. The welr appears to

block fish from movmg up when the water is low, which creates a jam up of fish at the bndge hole which are very

suscepllb}e to lining" or snagglng | eave the season as itis. o

We have noliced an increasz in "lining" or uutright snagging on the Anchor over the recent years When the nver is ,
lower and fish are concentrated in narrow. channels in their movement upstream this problem becomes much more .1 '
apparent. | have tatked it over with quite a few people and we have agreed that the Anchor can be fished effectively
with & size 1 hook or smaller. Therefore | would like to make the following suggestion to limit the effechveness of the
' snaggers and liners on the river. ‘ , -

-Suggestion = Limit hook size tu da single size 1 hook with a huok to shaft | gap of less than 7116 mehes _
This would make it harder for snaggers and liners to snag salmon, but have very [ittle eﬁect on penple usmg legrtmate
fishing technlques .

Pmposal 4 lncrease the I|m|t for Anchor Rwer and Deep Creek klng salmon to5

1 strongly oppose this proposal Once again, we need to conserve the rin S0 that it can conmstenﬂy prov:de good
fishing for people in the future, not have a few years of keeping lals of ﬁsh then ha\nng diminished runs in the fnture '

' Pruposa! 5: Allow catch and release fishing after retaining a king salmen on, the AnehOr Rsver and Deep Creek
' loppose this proposal. Since bait fishin is allowed on the river, fish are occasicnally hooked deepin 'their throat and
bieed out. Ifa person has already caught a fish and then has a bleeder, he (or she) cannot keep the fi shanditis -

wasted. As long as bait is allowad on these nvers the cUrrent rule of Ieawng the river aﬁer keeplng afish should stay
in ‘ ‘ , .

,Propoeai 6 ? 8,8: Proposais redueing the conservation or no ﬁshing zones areund the mouths of Deep Greek and . :
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Anchor Rivers. ‘ _
Qtrongly oppose these proposals. Salmon gather at the mouths of the rivers and may wait there until water
emperature or Alow conditions to become favorable for moving into the river. The fish are concentrated there and are
very vulnerable {o the pffshore fisherman. Large numbers of boats would move into these areas and could devastate
fish gathered offshore waiting fo move into the nvers Thls regulation works well as currently fmplemented and should
not be medified, ‘ ‘

The Anchor’s king nun is in good shape. Please don't change regulations that are working well now. We dcm't want tu
take risks with the fulure of this amazing resource.

Thanic's for rewewmg my comments.

Steve Habor . ’ .-
10126107 %5)—”
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