
Alaska Board of Fisheries 
Kuskokwim Subsistence Salmon 

Panel 

ADF&G  
January 2015 



Kuskokwim Area Communities 



Lower River Communities 



Middle River Communities 



Upper River Communities 







Chinook Speeds and Timing 

• Chinook salmon speed is variable  
– Five days from Bethel Test Fishery (BTF) to Kalskag tagging site 
– Travel speed increases as they move up river 
– Lower River tagging project  

• Run timing is assessed at BTF 
– Chinook begin entering the river in late May and early June 
– Second week of June abundance increases 
– Mid July is when the run tails off 



Management 
 

Preseason 
Management 

Strategy 

forecast/outlook escapement goal 
performance 

Inseason 
Assessment 

and  
Management 

Strategy 

Bethel test 
fishery 

inseason subsistence 
surveys 

commercial 
catch 

statistics 

Postseason 
Assessment 

weir 
escapement 

projects 

aerial survey 
escapement 

indices 

king salmon run 
reconstruction 

postseason 
subsistence 

surveys 

USFWS Working 
Group 

age-sex-
length 

 
Stakeholders 

 

 
Partners 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are three major phases to fishery management: Preseason management strategy, Inseason assessment and management strategy, and postseason assessment. Stakeholders are involved throughout each phase. (click) Management starts preseason during three days of public meetings where postseason assessment results and forecast and outlooks are presented.  The preseason management strategy is developed using this information and input from all parties involved. (click) Inseason management in June and early July is intensive with frequent Working Group meetings to assess the salmon runs and discuss potential management actions. Final decisions on management reside with the department and Emergency Orders are issued with at least 24 hours notice to the public. (click) Post season assessment includes an end of season Working Group meeting to discuss preliminary escapement and harvest information and to review inseason management. Data analysis is conducted throughout the winter in collaboration with project partners. Management of the king salmon subsistence fishery has been very restrictive in the past two years in attempts to achieve escapements within the currently established escapement goals. (click) 



Management Tools 

• Time and Area  
• 5 AAC 01.270 Lawful gear and gear specifications and operation 

– Gear Restriction 
• Six inch mesh restriction 
• Live box requirement for fish wheels 

• 5 AAC 07.365 Kuskokwim River Salmon Management Plan 
– “Elder Fishery” 

• 60 years of age or older  

– Gear Restriction  
• Four inch mesh gillnets 
• 25 fathom 

– Dip nets 
– Manage sections of the river differently based on run timing, 

abundance, and harvest trends (5 AAC 07.365(d)(3)) 
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