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WHEREAS, t h e  h a r v e s t i n g  o f  f i s h ,  s h e l l f i s h ,  f u r b e a r e r s ,  and game i s  an i m p o r t a n t  
component o f  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d s  o f  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Southeastern  A laska ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  widespread abundance and a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  f i s h  and game resources  i n  
Southeastern Alaska l a r g e l y  determine t h e  l i f e s t y l e ,  customs, and v a l u e s  o f  
t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h a t  r e g i o n ,  and 

WHEREAS, i t  has been demonstrated c o n c l u s i v e l y  t h a t  c l e a r c u t  l o g g i n g  as p r e s e n t l y  
p r a c t i c e d  on t h e  Tongass N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  w i l l  permanent ly  decrease t h e  c a r r y -  
i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  F o r e s t  f o r  S i t k a  b l a c k - t a i l e d  deer,  and 

WHEREAS, research  on o t h e r  w i l d l i f e  spec ies  such as b a l d  eag les ,  mounta in  goa ts ,  
marten, and Vancouver Canada geese i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  these  s p e c i e s  as w e l l  may be 
adverse ly  impacted b y  p r e s e n t  l o g g i n g  p r a c t i c e s  on t h e  Tongass F o r e s t  and 
fu r the rmore ,  

WHEREAS, a l t h o u g h  long- te rm e f f e c t s  o f  l o g g i n g  on f i s h e r i e s  a r e  n o t  f u l l y  under-  
stood, f i s h e r y  s c i e n t i s t s  b e l i e v e  t h a t  c u m u l a t i v e  i m p a c t s  o f  l o g g i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  can be expected t o  s e v e r e l y  reduce f i s h  s tocks,  and 

WHEREAS, l o g g i n g  o f  t h i s  magni tude w i l l  have l o n g - t e r m  d e t r i m e n t a l  e f f e c t s  on f i s h  
and and w i l d l i f e  resources and upon those  A laskan r e s i d e n t s  dependent upon 

-- those resources f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o r  l i v e l i h o o d ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  Southeast Regional  Counc i l  has addressed t h e  i s s u e  and c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  
t h e  e s c a l a t i n g  c o n f l i c t s  p o i n t  t o  a  c r i s i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  and 

WHEREAS, t h e  1985 r e p o r t  t o  Congress on t h e  s t a t u s  o f  t i m b e r ,  f i s h e r i e s ,  and w i l d -  
l i f e  resources o f  t h e  Tongass F o r e s t  mandated by Sec. 706 o f  ANILCA p r o v i d e s  
t h e  b e s t  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  t h e  S t a t e  t o  m o d i f y  e x i s t i n g  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  l o g g i n g  
p r a c t i c e s  and p o l i c i e s  on t h e  Tongass, now t h e r e f o r e  

The Alaska J o i n t  Board o f  F i s h e r i e s  and Game r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  t h a t  Governor 
S h e f f i e l d ,  f o l l o w i n g  gu ide1 i n e s  s i m i l a r  t o  t h o s e  c o n t a i n e d  i n  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
Order 55, under take  a  m a j o r  p r o j e c t  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  c o n f l i c t  between 
p resen t  l o g g i n g  p r a c t i c e s  on t h e  Tongass N a t i o n a l  F o r e s t  and main tenance o f  
e x i s t i n g  f i s h  and w i l d 1  i f e  p o p u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  rev iew,  d i r e c t e d  toward  p ro -  
v i d i n g  a  S t a t e  1985 r e p o r t  t o  Congress, shou ld  1) c a r e f u l l y  e v a l u a t e  t h e  
s o c i a l ,  economic, and b i o l o g i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  c u r r e n t  l o g g i n g  p r a c t i c e s  
and goa ls ;  2 )  de te rm ine  t h e  immediate and l o n g - t e r m  impac ts  o f  p r e s e n t  and 
f u t u r e  l o g g i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  on f i s h  and game resources;  and 3 )  assess t h e  im- 
pacts  o f  these  p r a c t i c e s  on t h e  l i v e l i h o o d ,  l i f e s t y l e s ,  customs, and v a l u e s  o f  
t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  Southeastern  Alaska. R e s u l t s  o f  t h i s  r e v i e w  would  a l l o w  t h e  
S t a t e  o f  A laska t o  ach ieve  a  ba lanced a l l o c a t i o n  o f  f o r e s t  resources ,  p ro -  
v i d i n g  f o r  t i m b e r  h a r v e s t i n g  and r e t e n t i o n  o f  o t h e r  f o r e s t  resources  necessary  
f o r  t h e  maintenance o f  contemporary l i v e l i h o o d s  and l i f e s t y l e s  i n  Sou theas te rn  
Alaska. 
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