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I While f ish and kame resources were oqce a'cru:kiai fac tor  .ih.:th".,'&$vii&i .of 
a l l  N askans , a growing population" s e p e n t  i s  becoming parti.tilly',;$~ to'tiil1.y 

! independerit of these resources, This change is  the resu l t  o f ' : ~ a t I v ~ . c e ~ ; : f o o ~  
production technologies elsewhere, rapidly improving . l p g i s t i ~ s  ,, and.  agrowing 
immigrant population whose.'demands mainly involve recreational, and nen- 

i consunptive resource uses. Nevertheless, direct  domestic ut i l izat ion of 
f i sh  and game is st i l l  v i t a i - t o  the maintenance of most:rural Alaskans and 
is an essential supplement t o  the, larders of some urban citizens. .Beyond 

I 
direct ly satisfying food requirements, home consumpti.on of f i sh  and game 
tends t o  preserve indigenous cultures and traditions:and gives jus t i f i ca t ion  
and grat if icat ion t o  a strong desire possessed by,many t o  hunt:and.fi,sh; The 
l a t t e r  functions seem genuinely important to  the  physical &d psychological 
well-being of a large  number of Alaskans. 

. . 

'Ille very rapid changes occurring i n  Alaska now give r i s e  t o  grave concerns 
tha t  the accustomed contribution'bf f i sh  and game .to ..subsistence econonies w i l l  
be threatened. Ey reason of culture;, . location, economic s$tu&onn. o r .  choke, 

,. large nu~bers of people. w i l l  f ind it.:imposgible t o  abandon .or a l t e r .  ' the i r  
,"..of l i f e  a t  a pace parallelingchanges brought byneiv shift<~:in:l .and, s t a t & m d  
2. o~mership,  nonrenewable res0urc.e .developments,. road extensl-orq. . q d  tikisphi??$ti,on. 

7- 
improve~nents and a phenomenalrate of population grorvth. In retognitTbn of:,th&,. 
above facts and of the responsib.?lities mandated t o  the ~ o a r h .  ;uld the Comhissibner, 
the following statements rvhidlexpress the views of these authori t ies are  con- 
sidered necessary and timely. 

'.. 

I The existing variety of cultures ahd l i f e  s ty les  i n  Alaska are o f  great  value 
I 

and should be preserved. IIPniIe 'eimitatioris on the productivity of f i s h  and 
game must discourage continued increases i n  the numbers of subsistencetype . ,. 

! resource users,domestic u t i l i za t ion  is s t i l l  of .fundamental.importance to  many 

I 
'Alaskans, and accordingly it is assigned the highest p r io r i ty  anlong beneficial, 
uses. Within legal and biological constraints,  f i sh  and game will be allocated 
t o  subsistence users on the basis of need. I t  is understood that  the n o e d s o f .  : .  , 

individuals, fanlilies or groups will d i f f e r  i n  type and degree. and tha t  subjective 
judgments w i l l   mav void ably be necessary i n  weighing actual need. ~lements-,?.  , 

consi.dcred in establishing the level of need include culture, custom, economi.~ 
s ta tus ,  alternative resources., location, and voluntary choice of l i c e  $ tyle ' .  I t  

I is further understood that  subsistence requirements will not ~nake equal iderimds 
on a l l  resources i n  a l l  areas, and thatrecreational;,  comercia:'e.. and'.nonco~gumpt$ve 
uses will continue to  be penidtted wllere and to  t h e e x t e n t  that: they .dd.np.t tnic .:. 
interfere with o r  j eopirdize subsistence i-esource use. It is t,he ekpreised i n t en t  
o f  the Board' and ~o:missioner t o  be guided bjr the above stated .l~oi$'cies in. 5111-,, , 

* l l l n g ~ ? i . d t r t T i z n f  'managing A~XSRGP-TSYT~ game i n  O i i a c e  a£ d m 3 c  
changes i n  1.and s ta tus ,  nonrenewable resource developnlent , and economic and 

,..--gocia1 changes. 
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