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While fish and game resources were once a cruc1a1 factor in: the sﬂTV1Va1 of
all Alaskans, a growing population’segment is. becomlng partlally ‘br totally
independent of these resources, This change is the result of: advanced ‘food
production technologies elsewhere, rapidly improving . logistits; and a grow1ng
irmigrant population whose. demands mainly involve recreational and nén-.
consunptive resource uses. Nevertheless, direct domestic utilization of
fish and game is still vital to the maintenance of most-rural. Alaskans and
is an essential supplement to the larders of some urban citizens. Beyond
directly satisfying food requirements, home consumption of fish and game
tends to preserve indigenous cultures and traditions:and gives ]UStlflCatan
and gratification to a strong desire possessed by many to hunt. and. fish. The
latter functions seem genuinely important to the physical and psychological
well-being of a large number of Alaskans. .

The very rapid changes occurring in Alaska now glve Tise to grave conicerns

~.that the accustomed contribution of fish and game .to sub51stence econonies will

be threatened. By reason of culture, location, economic situation or. ch01ce

~large numbers of people will find it ‘impossible to abandon o glter their way
~of life at a pace paralleling changes brought by new shlfts in_land statusand
- .ownership, nonrenewable resource developments, road extensions’ and transportaflon

improvements and a phenomenal rate of population growth. Ingrecognltlan of. the.
above facts and of the responsibilities mandated to the Board and the Comm1551oner,
the following statements which’ express the views of these authorltles are con-
sidered necessary and timely.

The existing variety of cultures. and life styles in Alaska are of great value

and should be preserved. While Iimitations on the productivity of fish and-

game must discourage continued increases in the numbers of subsistence type.
resource users, domestic utilization is still of .fundamental importance to many
‘Alaskans, and accordlngly it is assigned the highest priority among beneficial
uses. Within legal and biological constraints, fish and game will be allocated’

to subsistence users on the basis of need. It is understood that the needs .of -
individuals, families or groups will differ in type and degree and. that subjectlve
judgments will wnavoidably be necessary in welghing actual need. hlements
considered in establishing the level of need include culture; custom ‘economic
status, altemative resources, location, and voluntary choice of llfe Style. It
is further understood that sub51stence requirements will not make equal : demands

on all resources in all areas, and that recreational, commercial. and nonconsumptive
uses will continue to be permitted where and to the extent that; they. do not ‘truly -
interfere with or jeopardize subsistence resource-use. It is the expressed intent
of the Board and Commissioner to be guided by the above stated p011c1es in ful-

—————1hﬂjang—ﬂﬂEEFThﬂ?@@‘ﬁf‘—aﬁagiﬁgiﬁnﬁﬂar_—fi§h and game in the face of drastic

changes in land status, nonlcnevable resource development, and .economic and

L~ 450Cial changes.
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