Waterfowl Possession and Transportation
WANTON WASTE: No person shall kill or cripple any migratory game bird without making a

reasonable effort to retrieve the bird, and retain it in one's actual custody, at the place
where taken or between that place and either (a) one's automobile or principal means of
land transportation; or (b) one's personal abode or temporary or transient place of lodging;
or (c) a migratory bird preservation facility; or (d) a post office; or (e) a common carrier
facility.
OPENING DAY OF A SEASON: No person on the opening day of the season shall possess

any freshly killed migratory game birds in excess of the daily
bag limit or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies.
FIELD POSSESSION LIMIT: No person shall possess, have in custody or transport more

than the daily bag limit or aggregate daily bag limit, whichever applies, of migratory game
birds, tagged or not tagged, at or between the place where taken and either (a) one's
automobile or principal means of land transportation; or (b) one's personal abode or
temporary or transient place of lodging; or (c) a migratory bird preservation facility; or (d) a
post office; or (e) a common carrier facility.
TAGGING REQUIREMENTS: No person shall put or leave any migratory game birds at any

place (other than one's personal abode), or in the custody of another person for picking,
cleaning, processing, shipping, transportation or storage (including temporary storage), or
for the purpose of having taxidermy services performed, unless such birds have a tag
attached, signed by the hunter, stating the hunter's address, the total number and species
of birds, and the date such birds were killed. Migratory game birds being transported in
any vehicle as the personal baggage of the possessor shall not be considered as being in
storage or temporary storage.
CUSTODY OF BIRDS OF ANOTHER: No person shall receive or have in custody any

migratory game birds belonging to another person unless such birds are properly tagged.
TERMINATION OF POSSESSION: Subject to all other requirements of this part, the

possession of birds taken by any hunter shall be deemed to have ceased when such birds
have been delivered by the hunter to another person as a gift; or have been delivered by
the hunter to a post office, a common carrier or a migratory bird preservation facility and
consigned for transport by the Postal Service or a common carrier to some person other
than the hunter.

GIFT OF MIGRATORY GAME BIRDS: No person may receive, possess or give to another any

freshly killed migratory game birds as a gift, except at the personal abodes of the donor or
donee, unless such birds have a tag attached, signed by the hunter who took the birds,
stating such hunter's address, the total number and species of birds and the date such
birds were taken.
T RANSPORTATION O F BIRDS O F ANOTHER: No person shall transport migratory game

birds belonging to another person unless such birds are properly tagged.
SPECIES IDENTIFICATION REQUIREMENT: No person shall transport within the United

States any migratory game birds, except doves and band-tailed pigeons, unless the head
or one fully feathered wing remains attached to each such bird at all times while being
transported from the place where taken until they have arrived at the personal abode of the
possessor or a migratory bird preservation facility.
MARKING PACKAGE OR CONTAINER: No person shall transport by the U.S. Postal Service

or a common carrier migratory game birds unless the package or container in which such
birds are transported has the name and address of the shipper and the consignee and an
accurate statement of the numbers of each species of birds therein contained clearly and
conspicuously marked on the outside thereof.

