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,‘Wi‘n‘ter‘EagIe ,uf
Viewing %
‘Near Haines

‘ T’he,wi)nter gath-
:ering  of 'bald

Chilkat =~ Bald
- Eagle Preserve
near Haines is
the world’s larg-
- est known. con-
centration - of
- .eagles. . Up-
wellings of warm
‘water-below the

massive Tsirku River’s alluvial fan support alaterunof

chum salmon one of the bald eagle’s favorite foods.

; Eagles begin to congregate inthe Chilkat Valley in late -
‘September, and thé numbers usually peak in Novem-

ber. Although nearly 4,000 eagles have been counted
during. .November throughout the preserve, usually
~ fewerbirds are seen. Eaglescanbe observed perched
in cottonwood trees between the Chilkat River and

" Haines Highway, soaring overhead or squabblrng

over salmon.-

‘ Ice format|on in river channels determmes how much
foodisavailableto eagles, andthe eagle numbersdrop

substantially when they are not able to obtain food. By -

late January, most burds have left the area.

Coastal spruce -hemlock forest typrcal of much of
Southeast Alaska meets with the mixed conifer/hard-
wood forest of Interior Alaska within the broad Chilkat
Valley floodplain, providing a diversity of wildlife habi-
tats. Whilethe dramatic concentration of feeding bald
eagles occursin late falland early winter, moose, black

. -andbrown bears, nesting eagles, and a variety of other-
+ birds might be seen in the preserve other times of the

year.:

4(continued on page 2)

- sockeye salmon to McNeil River.

Controversy Contmues Over Pamt Rlver
Pr01ect : :

Most readers of thls newsletter are’ famrllar with the »
McNeil River State Game Sanctuary whichisrankedas

- oneof the foremost wildlife viewing experiences in the
“world. Each year about 300 visitors lucky- enough to
. draw permits are able to view, at close proximity, upto

65 wild Alaskan brown bears f|sh|ng for salmon’in the
sanctuary ~

Last summer and fall many of you heard about the

sanctuary and a salmon enhancement:project on the -

nedrby ‘Paint River which some feel may adversely
affect the viewing experience in the sanctuary. This
article will provide some background mformatron about}
the controversy ~ \

On the McNéeil Fhver chum salmon concentrate beIow
a rapids (“falls”) about 1/2 mile from; tidewater. Be-
cause these salmon are highly concentrated and easy ..
to catch, some bears travel at least 50 miles to fish

here. Fishing is so good that the bears demonstrate
atypical tolerance for other bears and for people and-
this has led to the spectacular viewing opportunity. . .

'~ Seveéral years ago, the Alaska Department of Fish and
Game turned down-a request from the Cook Inlet . .

Aquaculture Association (CIAA) to introduce a run of
This request was
refused becauseof concerns over impacts the addition
of readily-catchable fish.in the 10 miles between the
falls and the lake would:-have on. the McNeil faIIs bear:

viewing experience. -

ClAAthenbegin to plana project to rntroduce a salmon

run into the Paint River, a large drainage |mmed|ately

to'the north of McNeil that has no salmon because ofa
32-foot falls at tideline. By 1990, CIAA had the con-
struction permits. they needed to build a fish ladder. -
around this falls from the Army Corps of Engineers .
(COE), and from the Alaska Department of Natural

{(continued on page 2)
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- Eagle Viewing...(Continued from page 1)

Visitors to the preserve may make a day trip to the

. Haines area from Juneau and Skagway, or may find
*“motel and hotel accommodations in Haines for longer .

stays. Haines can be reached by regularly-scheduled
air taxi service from Juneau, by State Highway 7, and

"_by Alaska State Ferry service. During the summer,
fall, and winter commercial tours provide transporta-
tion and guides for natural hrstory, vrewrng, and pho- ,
tography expedmons ;

E At the time of this wr|t|ng, there are no facrlrtres I|ke

toilets or garbage containers, but there-are a few
pullouts along the highway where parking is possible. -

Thebestplaces for close looks and photog raphsmay-

" be found along the Haines Highway between Mile- -

~.posts:18 and 22. Do not park on the road shoulders
as they are very narrow :

To; reduce disturbance to the eagles, viewkand’pnoto-,
.graph them from ‘a distance; using-binoculars and

telephoto lenses and do not walk out on the gravel

bars. Rememberthat the birds cannot afford unnec-
essary expenditures of energy. S PR

~ The48,000- acre Alaska Chrlkat BaId Eagle Preserve :

“aunit of the Alaska-State Park System, includes the.
4,800 - acre Chilkat River Critical Habitat Area, man- -
‘aged by ADF&‘G For more mformatron contact -

Alaska State F‘arks , AIF&G Div. of Habltat

P.O.Box 263 - P.O.Box 20
Haines; AK 99827 _Douglas AK- 99824
(007) 4854290

(907) 766-2292

o fbeenexpressedoverthelmpactsofhuntrng|nthe Paint " ,
‘River aréa on bears that have become habituated to

,Pai\nt River Project...(Continued from page 1)

“Resources (DNR). To build the ladder CIAA had a$ : o
-million grant from the federal government plus $1.6"
million fromthe State of Alaska and $255,000 ofitsown. . ..

A private organization called Friends of McNeil River - :
filed a suit last' winter to revoke the Corps' permit

~ pending completion of an environment impact state- -
ment (EIS) on the fish ladder and its impacts on the

McNerI sanctuary. Requests for a preliminary injunc-

“tion to. stop construction failed, and the ladder was ' ',
. completed last summer, The lawsuit continues, how- -

ever, and operation of the ladder may be deIayed untrl
anEISis completed

Dunng its Iast session, the Alaska Legrslatu re passed
. alaw creating a new wildiife refuge surrounding the L
“upper Paint River and extending the McNeil Sanctuary‘ T

* around the lower Paint River. The purpose of thisbill =
- was to give the ADF&G increased authority to control -
~land use activities in the Paint River area that mightbe - -

found- incompatible ‘with the ‘McNeil viewing experi-

. ence. Although passed by the legislature, this law does
-pot go-into effect until the Commissioner of Fish-and -

Game declares the flsh Iadder operatlonal

L e

of the frsh ladder onbear populatrons and bear viewing

;Qpportunltlesln this area. It is clear that additional food
- sources area would be either helpful or have no effect

“on bear populations in the area.

distributed over a wider area because of the more

- widespread' availability of salmon, however, .it may

impact the number; sex and age composition, or behav-
iorof the bears using McNeil falls.. Concerns have also

humans during the summer. ‘Bears using the Painit

; - River might learn to associate humans with food and

-~ carry this expectation back to the sanctuary. . If any of

these concérns transpired, it could have a major impact

-on the existing bear viewing experience in the sanctu- -

ary:

,The department is beginning a public process that will -

lead to-a management plan for the McNeil Sanctuary =

and Refuge. - The plan is scheduled for completion in
December, 1992. ‘At its fall meeting, the Alaska Board
of Game froze the status quo inthe refuge and adjacent

. ;Amakdedon drainage, and gave the Department au-
~thority to close the refuge if plan objectives cannot
- otherwise be met.
“element of McNeil, the plan will address fisheries

Because -salmon are an integral

management in addrtron to human uses of the area.

oy

If this population i~



q ADF&G Expands WI|d|Ife Vlewmg

Program

riThere havebeena nurnberotexciting.developrnents to
‘expand ADF&G’s role in providing wildlife - viewing

- opportunities. One ofthe most significant projectswas

the establishment of an‘Alaska Watchable - W|ld||fe

Conservation Trust. (Seethe accompanying artlcle for

a description of the Wildlife Trust).. The 1991 spring
issue of ALASKA'S WILDLIFE was a special edition

featuring Alaska’s Watchable Wildlife. If you havent

seen this issue you can still order one (see ad in this
newsletter) -

n July, ADF&G orgamzed the first Alaska Watchable‘
Wildlife  Steering Committee meeting. - The meeting

- was held in Fairbanks and was attended by 11 people

representing ADF&G, BLM, NPS, USFS, USF&WS,

and UmversrtyofAIaska Prolectsdlscussed included
organizing a forum for . lnteragency cooperation, an -
inventory. of wildlife viewing sites,. and interpretive

: facalltles mformatlon and educatlon

."Since this meetlng, ADF&G has dlstnbuted ‘a draft

- Memorandum of Understandmg (MOU) on Watchable
Wildlife and Ecotourism in Alaska. to a variety of
_ resource agencies, conservation groups, and the tour-

o

ism industry. -This MOU will help facilitate public and

private partnershlps to enhance wildlife viewing and

ecotourism development. The second meeting was
held in November in Anchorage with participation from -
a larger group of state and federal agencies, conser-

vatlon groups and the vnsﬂor mdustry

‘Specific prolects ADF&G pIans to work on over the

winter and spring include publishing -a booklet on
wildlife viewing on state lands, expanding and enhanc:
ing interpretive and educational projects on Creamer’s

“Refuge, providing mterpretlve signs on state refuges,

and cooperating with other agencies to mventory and

~develop wildlife viewing sites along Alaska highways.

Viewers

New Trust Fund Beneflts W|Id||fe :

The Alaska Watchable WiIdIife ,Conservatlon Trust
‘was established last summer by the Alaska Depart-

ment of Fish and Game and the Alaska Conservation

Foundation (ACF). The objective of the trust is- to .
expand wildlife conservation efforts by supporting in- . - -

terpretive, research, and educational programs about > 7
- Alaska’s wildlife and their habitats, and the develop- AR

ment of vnewmg opportunmes

The ’thdllfe Trust wrll: .

wildlife viewing, viewing guides, interpretive centers

with naturalists, media programming, and researchon
~ the social and economic values of watching wildlife; 2) -

support wildlife education efforts through school cur-

; ) enhanCe wildlife viewing -~
‘through facilities construction, interpretive signs, trail . -~
construction and maintenance, roadside turnouts for

riculum, brochures for public distribution, articles for -

magazines, posters, video tapes, etc.; and (3) con- *

servethebiologicaldiversity of Alaska through ecosys-

temresearch and acquisition of critical wildlife habitats. - -

the gift be put to a-specific use (e.g., McNell River,
Round Island, etc.). Gifts are deposuted in a specific

dnrectly to'the donor

The Alaska Watchable Wildlife Conservatlon Trust is

an “advised fund.” The Trust Fund Advisory Board is -
-made up of six individuals including a representative

, from the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, a -~

' federalresource agency, anAlaskan tourism operator _
‘a watchable wildlife-related business; a conservation. -
'organlzatlon and. an environmental educator.
board will make grant recommendations on specific

“projectstoenhance wildlife viewing; interpretation, and

- conservation in Alaska. ACF receives 15 percent of

The

donated funds to cover administrative overhead and
fund specmc expenses such as promotlons :

For more |nformat|on please contact

Jim Stratton” - o -*“John Schoen.

Program Director . Conservation Biologist-

AK Conservation Foundation * Div. of Wildlife Conservation-
430 W. 7th Avenue #215 - Alaska Dep Fish & Game
Anchorage, AK 99501 Fairbanks, AK 99701
(907)276 1917 7 (907)456:5156

chieck for $
- Send-this coupon plus your check to:

7 430 W, Seventh Street, Suite 215
. Anchorage, AK 99501

ALASKA WATCHABLE WILDLIFE TRUST FUND

- YESt! want to help enhance wildlife viewing, wildlife education and nongame species conservation. Enclosed is my tax- deductlble
~__made outto the “Alaska Conservatlon Foundatlon for the Watchable Wildlife Trust Fund.

“'Alaska Conservation Foundatlon/Watchable Wlldllfe Trust .

THANKYOU )

- Gifts to the Wildlife Trust Fund will be used for unre- "
stricted granting purposes unless the donor asks that

"account and ACF wull acknowledge all contrlbutlons'f




- : :‘Wolf Plan Adopted By Board of Game

' The Alaska Board of Game has adopted a strategrc"
,woltmanagementptandesngned todetusecontroversy:; .

through more pubhc mvolvement in key decrsrons

s The plan. rtself was a product of such pubhc parhcrpa- o

* tion. The board, acting as a committee of the whole, sat
" with ADF&G staff and six. representatrves of diverse
_interest groups to wnte the plan lme by hne word by :
-word , ’

“The startmg point wasa report wntten bya 12—member

- . citizens advisory team last spring. The managément
~plan mcorporated most of the findings and prrncrptes :

) conta;ned m the team’s report

. The plan is based on the zone system rec':ommended‘
by the team. Zones range from total wolf protection” -
" from hunting and trapping to intensive management . -

. where wolf numbers may be reduced in specmc areas; o

- for brzef perrods

s = 'The pnmary goal of the plan isto guarantee the tong~ :
L. term conservatton of wolves and thelr prey rn Ataeka t

E ;;‘,Whrle the plan provrdes a framework some very*b
- difficult work lies ahead in drawing thezonesona map:-

Resid ents of affected areas, local land owners/manag—
‘ers and fish and game advisory committees will help
: vymake the decssron through severat publrc meettngs

- The board wrlt consnder areafspecrfrc ptans for several .
. parts of the state at its-spring meeting in Anchorage o
Jproviding yet another opportumty tor publzc review and t

~-comment.

',Board of Game Consrders Bear andz:’ u

- Walrus Vrewmg i ‘

At its fall meeting in Fairbarks, the Alaska Board o &
Game declined to tinker much with three of Alaska’'s o
"~ best- known w;ldhfe-vrewmg areas '

‘ Somewhat surpnsmgly. the most heated debate re-;,]

volved around Pack Creek on Admiralty Island.. The

- board was faced with two proposals to shrink thearea - .
‘/ctosed to hunting north and south of Pack: Creek and” R
_four proposals to expand the closed area IR

Atter Iengthy arguments over the merits ot managmg‘ N
“brown bears for viewing at the expense of hunting, the D
- board voted 4.3 to retarn the exrstmg boundanes .

Theboard made afewmmorchanges regardrng McNerl Rt
~River, ‘but postponed any major decision until the =

spring of 1993.. The board allowed hunting to continue -
inwhatis to be arefuge north of the McNeil sanctuary -

" But the board turned it into a registration hunt with a - ,
- quotaof three bears per year-—- the h:stoncal average A

~ harvest in the area.- , ‘ B

' Dick Setlers area brologzst for the Dwtsron ot thdlrfej A
- conservation in King Salmon, said at least five bears -
- werekilledin the area nmmedratety north of McNeil thrs o
~ fall so the spring season wrll be closed by emergency\
'.order o . T

- ;Because brown bear seasons are open onty every'«

other year on the Alaska Penmsula the effect of the

4 - emergency order will Be to ensure that no bears are o l
- -taken by hunters until the matter comes before thef SR
board agam , © o

o _The board rnstructed the ADF&G to bnng back a new"

management plan for the sanctuary and refuge in the -

- - spring-of 1993. Several board members said they
~ hoped publrc pamcrpatron in the process, similar to

~ what wenton withthe strategic wolf managernent pan, .
- would yreld a sotutlon

- ,-The board also postponed actron ona proposal from R
' the village of Togiak to'be allowed to take 10 walrusa -

" year from Round Island. Board members said they -

didn’t have enough data to make a sound decision on

the issue since the state no longer manages marine

mammals. The board noted that the federal govem—._
ment is working on a Bristol Bay walrus. management

plan and urged the ADF&G and Togiak to get mvotved




Critical Habitat Area Planning

ADF&G is beginning work on a management plan for
the Kachemak Bay and Fox River Flats Critical Habitat
Areas.

The plan will describe management goals and will set
policies to decide what activities are compatible with
the protection of fish and wrldlrfe their-habitats, and
public use of the area.

When completed, the plan will guide the department’s
decisions an activities in the critical habitat areas for
the next 10 years.

Public involvement is a critical element of the planning
process, according to Debra Clausen, the biologist in
charge of developing the plan.  Clausen encourages
interested citizens to participate in the planning pro-
cess through meetings, by mail, by phone, or a visit to
a Fish-and Game office in Homer or Anchorage.

For' more mformatlon oontact Debra Clausen at267-

2284.

New Creamer’s Refuge
Manager

In September 1991, Kristine
Hartnett became manager at
Creamer's Migratory Waterfowl
Refuge in Fairbanks. As refuge
manager, Kris will have responsi-
bility not only for farming the fields
and maintaining existing programs
and facilities, but will take charge
of the broadening education and interpretation pro-
grams planned on the refuge. She is looking forward -
to developing displays in the historic farmhouse that
will serve as the refuge center, producing educational
curricula focused onthe refuge, enhancing and adding
to the interpretive trails, and promoting use of the -
refuge by schools, local residents, and visitors.

Kris brings a combination of hands-on experience and
buoyant enthusiasm to her new job. in Juneau, she
was involved in a variety of programs, including devel-
opment oftrail systems and curricula with local schools
and leading Project WILD, Project Learning Tree and
other natural history training workshops.

Prior to coming to Alaska she developed instructional
materials, led workshops, and taught natural and cul-
turalfield study courses for Yosemite National Institute
and San Mateo County Outdoor Education Program.
Shealsocreated interpretive programs, built trails, and
worked on resource management projects in several
parks and recreation areas.

We are happy to have Kris join us at Creamer’s. We
look forward to using the programs being developedon
this refuge in Fairbanks as a model for urban refuges
throughout the state. ' S

Please check appropriate boxes and retu m th|s coupon to the Anchorage offlce

O Please add my name to your mailing list.
[ Address correction:

[ Please send me a Fish and Game magazine

- subscription form. People who order a new two-
year subscription to the magazine ($18) will receive
afree copy of ADF&G'’s 170-page book, A Guide to
Wildlife Viewing in Alaska (sold at $12.95).

O I would like to order

Alaska's Wildlife specral
issue(s) on wildlife viewing: Enclosed please find
$5.00 per issue. (Orders of 25 copies or more :
receive a 25% dlscount)

O Suggestlons:




’ Thank you S

_For Volunteer Work at Creamer S Freld

Friends of Creamer’s Field (nonprofit refuge sup-

port group) especially Gail Mayo, President
*.. Susan Grace Stolz, Director of Camp Habltat
* Arctic Audubon Society ;
Rk ;Creamers Refuge PIannlng Advrsory Group

: For Loon Watch.

X Cecelia“Pudge”Kleinkauf - formorethan20hours
-of nest mapping :

e Volunteer observers - forpostrngsrgnsandturmng

|n survey forms

; ‘Donatlons to Alaska Watchable W|Id||fe Trust Fund
Memorial Gltts for Chrlsten Scanlon :

Jack Randall :

Jim Dau.

John Schoen - .

Ftalnbow Krng Lodge

,Cale,vn:d'ar |

'Fteminder to Locn Watch Volunteer Observers:
Turn in your 1991 survey forms as soon as

~possible. Results’ and 1992 packets erI be :

mailed in April. -

: ,Mark‘Your Calendar!
Board of Game -

- March: 19- -April 10 - Anchorage :
Alaska Loon Festival X

May 8 and 9 Anchorage

Glft ldea for Wlldllfe Vlewers and
Visitors

The,special edition of ADF&G’s magazine Alaska
Wildlife featuring wildlife viewing is still available. Ar-
ticles include special viewing sites, species of high
interest, monthly- viewing highlights, guidelines - for
viewing, and tips for collecting or purchasing wildlife

‘souvenirs. Background articles onthe growing interest
- in wildlife viewing and the economic, tourism, and: -

managementimpacts are also mcluded mthls 45-page

magazine. ;

~ This attractive full-color issue will be of interest to
residents -and - visitors: who ‘are ‘interested in ‘seeing - -

wildlife. Individual copies are available for purchase for
$5 (including shipping and handling). from ADF&G's
Public Communication Section, PO Box 3-2000, Ju--

‘neau, AK' 99802-2000. ‘Orders of 25. copres or more

recelve a 25% drscount

The Alaska Department of Fish-and Game/eperates' all of its public ‘

- - programs and activities free from discrimination on the basis of race,
. religion, color, national-arigin, age, sex-or handicap. Because the

department receives federal funding; any person who believes he or
she has been discriminated against should write:to:* O.E.O., U.S.
Department of the Interior, Washington, DC 20240.

Printed on recycled paper -

State of Alaska -
Department of Fish & Game.
Nongame Wildlife Program
' 333 Raspberry Road
Anchorage,; AK 99518

LANCE TRASKY
" HABITAT
ANCHORAGE
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