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'· SEPTEMBER: .., ' "' . "'~ ~ ··: ,-.: ·1 
Large concentrations ·~fwaterfo~l crccur in coastal wetlands. ', ~. '· 

evening. 

NOVEMBER: . .:- ~ ~~ * 
The largest known eonc~ntrati'ori : df:pald~eagJes i-n"the;world 

occurs along the Chilkat -R.iver -~eal: J~aines, <where they feed 
= 

,. 
on spawning cbum sa\rilon. '<"l ;. ':: __ ~ · -,~ "' •· 

Dall sheep and mountain goats perform n ;J.tting displays in ·' ,_ 
alpine areas. . ·--

DECEMBER: 
> 

Look for wintering waterbirds by southern coastal waters, 
such as eiders, oldsquaws, scoters, grebes and loons. Bald eagles 
are often seen here too. 

Moose commonly search for food in residential are~s ofArt~ 
~. 

-~- ... 

chorage, ·especially when ~aowfall is deep. Look for trac~s C>f 
wolves, w0l~erines~ foX,e~,in~~~eV,-- _pi~J1:k~ ~ll:P'!i;er <?t.ter,i~ \ resh · 

snow. , " · • .•·~ \:~·~y~:·; , · •• ' ' 
.,, < ,: '>



by Marilyn Sithh,an 
:-: ·•· "-:· 

. ..laska boast's fb.~r s.pecie,s of eagles: the is from boats~in the b~oad saltwater bays and chan
. lietterCbown.;bald ~nd.~ golf~~ eag.}e~ and. .. nels, of so11theasl Aia~k-a's Inside ·Pa$8age dr of.,.. ~ ~ , . ~ , 

· .the rarer ~white~ tailed and.. Steller 's sea · Pr.inc:e ~ .William -Sbund. · You are also· Iikeiy to ~poe ·;,>:t\·~·~.> '.; ·i..: 
eagles.>, ~·' ,.·· •· ., . '·' ' , .· .· " ·. · . '·' ...·'; ", ··X· .. · :bald eagJe~ ·:along the road systems of many coas'tal ;; >,· ~'; >' '\ ~ 

It is the;tr'lnighQta:6flh,e paid e~gle, ~hich gathers<C, 6orn~unities, especially where the roads are close t'o\ <~ 
in Alaska's ChHk.at~«\l~Hley during the winter in tt}¢ o·c~an·qrJhe·,mouth of a salmon stream durin~ ·· .., 
numbers uneq~all~diJ~i·an.~ other·spodn the;w.orld .. the <spa}\'ning-season. · · 
for any species ofeagJ~. JB~ld ~~gl~.~vnest throughout .· ··. Golden. eagle~ are more limited in distribution but;.. ~ ,.. 
Alaska south oftherio.rthernmost tundr·~~reas· and ·.are·,dft.en seen duting S1J.mmer by hikers or from ca.r·s · 
are year-round resfqe~ts of-the s:o~tither.n coastJt~e .·a.s>the:eagte.s soa; ~long alpine ridges in the Alaska 
that remains ice.. free•duriQg winter. They are'. most- , and Brooks Ranges o.f',Ci,rcle far ''overhead. A single 
often located near th~ir pfini<.try'food source'-fish. . 'Wb"i.f~.-tailed e~g'le nested only in the Aleutians. 
jhus, they reach o.ftensp~ctac.u.lar, concentrati()ris · Stellef 's .:se~ eagles are documented on .the Alaska 

, when tp~salmon·~are, spawtling· insh~nowriversdur- ' Peninsula, and.ashigle Steller's,sea eagleis a recent 
. s,tinhn~r arulon,}ntofatl.or:.w~eheli:la<;hon(iuype .summer resident of the.lower Taku River .., Trips to 

ot) ntelt) hin"s'everal.feet thick in estuaries in early .vie~ these-'rare eagles·are best arranged through tour 
spring,' in ~are.as fik~ Yakutat, Hain:es, Ju11:eau, and .. g9lde~ whi'ch speci.alize jn birdwatching tours or 

,J.n the'· : .Sti'~ine "'R.iver. .. . ,. .. · . ·. · · through~ local .ai~ chart.er operators. 
.to ·~p.othalct eagles~ scan the shorelines of the s~t- ·Avoid~distutbing. eagles.when they are on the nest . :.,. ·~-" ·. ~ 

'''.,,' > '~tV-~t~i; 'Qf' s·~r,e·~s· ~ . L~ok .fo:r the',promirlen~ h~.bjNit . '· qr'i)e~ched. Repeatecfflight.~ esp.eciallY, durill,,gwinter '' ·,.. . 
feat~r~-~d\e· t~lle'st tree, the point .or land .w~ip~ when ~oo~l su.ppli~~ ~f.e;.I q~y~ca;n~b~·:;cQstly jn energy.'·,, : 
commands the best view of the water, or a small Closerapproaches are .df~in ·possfble ·.by'· s.rmiU· hoai . 
island, which is where you might see a perched eagl~, (especially kay~ks) or .?i using x9.uf.J~~t ;~· ·~ ··h)jnd 
or a large stick nest. One of the best bets for a sighting "", 'near ,a: gathering-spot.·· · ... · ·.· ., , · · 

'A·

,'., .·· 

·· ·· 

~ 
'= ? ·~ ·

=~ ·.... ing
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<· 
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by Ken Whitten 

C 
aribou are the most abundant la nge mam
mal in Alas,ka. At approxifllately 800,000 
animals, they· spl;?stantially outnumber the 

,) 
,· 
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. ~ 
<•. ~ , , 

.' · 
~ 

• ~ , . • • · • ' ' . ·< ' • »· 

. ·M··.·. . .. . . . . o·.o.·.se. are.. t.h.e....e.~., i.es~. o.r.·.. .Cl..n · A. ·· ·. · ··.~. ~n B~ig »
'· . .·. . .· '· game anunals te :v1ew..¥QQSe ,~re well'\. 

··.... . · · distributedth~oughouhnostbf,S,outhcen-
·.)t·aLiutdo..interior Alaska,'~they are huge (over 1,000 

\.'~ '"·~· •·.,. · ;· po{ip.ds), and in summer lov.e to ventu.t:~ out into 
. ·:,: \.' · "·~. Alaska's many.rQadside ponds to seek.nutritious 

:' aquatic vegetat'km. , 
Some oft]'ie better moos~ viewing areas.are found 

· ' in southcentralAlaska from Glennallen down to the 
Kenai Peninsula. In the Interior, good moose view

, ing areas are Donnelly Dome south of Delta and 
., .., ~ ·along the Chena Hot Springs Road east of 

·. q,, ., ' Fairbanks. 
-: 'v •. ~ •,_ To ~iew moose during summer months in interior . / ~ .. .., . :,; 

,, ~ .~ Alaska, i-t is ~est to tr~vel at night (it's light enough 
,.. ~··.. to se~ m·oos.e nearly alf.night long). Moose are most 

,.. ~ctive ..wh~ri'theJigljt-dim.sand temperatures cooJ cfur
. . ing the evening hours. Us~"binoculars·J Q search 

~ --· ~· , ..arou~d,:. tiw-niargirisof,ponds from vant~ges afforded 

Moose 


.seeing'! tour qffered by most Alaskan air taxi com
pahies. Ekpetienced bush'pilots.know the best places 
to see moose 'be~~use these charter operators spend 
so much time in the air. A flight may also reward 
you with a bird's..,eye view of Dall sheep, glaciers, 
and maybe even a bear or wolf. Again, be sure to 
schedule such a flight either early in the morning or 
late in the evening whery wildl.ife tends to be most 
active in open areas. 

Don't approach a moose too closely if you see one 
near the road. Cow moose with young cinnamon

. colored calves can be particularly dangerous. Bulls 
' 

are less aggressive except during late September when 
. ~.. .. 

' 'the breeding season, or rut, begins. All moose should 


y be con~idere.d potentially danger~us be.~.ause or.their····· 
sheer s1ze and power. These are wtld ammals andcap. 
instantly change demeanor from docile' .lo 
threatening. 

If you plan to photograph moose or other wildlife, 
consider using a camera equipped with a good 
telephoto lens and a sturdy tripod. If you have a 35 
mm camera, choo~e a high speed film with a high 
ASA value (ifs always printed on the box). Remem
ber, most photo opportunities will probably occur 
under low light conditions and usually at con
siderable distance. 

When viewing the ungainly moose, you shouldtry 
to appreciate the animal for ~hat it is-~ large ~aifi... 
mal unique!y adapt~d to life in the f~r noh h;··Tpe, 
large ears and bulbous nose serve the moose well for 
sensing predators such a~ wolves and"beats or poten-
rial mat;s during the r:ut. The long, hollow hairs ward 
off temperatures down to -70 oF during winter. The 

~ · ' · ''by mat{y highway turnouts. .. · . moose's long legs allow it to wade into ponds in sum-
The surest.way to view moose in Alaska during mer Qr through deep snow in winter in an endless 

<{fie'silmrner isto.charteh l) ight ai'rcraft for~t "tlight-. quest for food. 

' 

~ 


' ' 
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McNeil River Stale "Game: 
Sal)ctuaryon they"Aiaska 
Pe~insula ; ~ ,. · 

~ ~- ~ 

Broqks R!ve~ in kaimai 
National Park •an~ ' 
Preserve on the Alaska.. 
Peninsula 

Stan Price State Wildlife 
Sanctuary at.Pack Creek,
~q~iralty Island 

. ,... 

·Season/ Dates 

Mid-September to wh~n 
ice f:orms, usuaily f:ti · 
.fiiid-Octob:er .. : ,, -~. · · 

:\Vhen the ro~d opens tii 
when the road·- closes;, 
__usually ~ -May-September .. 

.;.: •'/ 

.-...... > •. )' 

Mid-J:uhe thr()ugh )ate 
·.. August · 

Pe~Ks ~mid~Jt.tlY and 
... again in September 

.. Eatly. July until early 
A~gust :· · ... 

By boat or floatplane 
· _frpm: Ketchi.~alJ pr ..,:::· · 
·· Wrangell ' · ·:· ;: .; - ~ 

. . :.: · ~ < . 

Parks High,vay·~o; phrk. 
Bus trips avai1abie. 

Floatplane from Homer 

Commercial jet to King~ ,. 
Salmqn-floatpla;ne to ·· ~ 

Brpok~ ~~pip. _ · 

' . 

·. .; Floatplan~ or bpa,t. i rom ·;: : ' 
-iuneau -r · , ·· · ~ ., · 

Floatplane via Kodiak to 
Fraser Lake; · 
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~ iewing-pears irfAl~skarequires careful plaD;

., -

_, 

.,_._.,._ -}. --, -.. · , · riirig before ever stepJ)ing foot into the wild. 
Although bear p~opulations are thought to~ 

.. 'be healthy in most parts of Alaska, they are usually 
":not concentrated in one place and can be difficult 
to locate. 

Bears are also potentially dangerous although not 
n~arly to the e~terifmost people believe, and they re

" quire special considerations when your intent is to 
·.· purposefuJly se~k them out to photograph or watch 

'·them. ft-isi epQmVJendeg that people do not directly 
' .approach bears/ Jn --general, it is better to position 
. ~- ·> . . . • .• 

, \, ·'yourse.lf he~- area$ 'where bears are commonly seen 
,',/', ... '- . ... 

. · and'let_ them move around you. Viewing in this man
~ ~er 'allo~&vbears to choose a distance that is -comfor
. i· 

Faciiities/Itn.prdvements What -you will see 
. . ,. ... . . . ·:.:=::: -.. . _-: 

.. Commercial =accom- ""' -The probability of 'seeing bear.s is 
further enhanced when whales are 
killed and butchered in the ·· fall. 

Black bears and occasionaF brown ·. •. ' / · .. . :

rs fisll. ~for s·ahn~m· in cre~i{ r« 

,_Tent . c~mpgrourid and Grizzly bears graze and travel over 

0 cp<;)k ~c.a.bin tundra 


Cbminercial lodge, Numerous brown bears fish for 
campground and view salmon. Activity peaks in late July 
ing·~platform 

~ 

• I;., 

Viewing ...pl~tfoim, ·rood Brown bears fish for red salmon in 
cacne, fndividual tent ~ v . the Brooks River and at Brooks Falls 

.·• "' . 0 ''· • . ~ 
camp1ng. 

Bote].s, cabins, both in Brown bears fish for salmon in Pack 
sid,e ami outside of the Creek and intertidal area 
park 

·=- . ... 

Te,nts and cooksned Brown bears catching salmon in 
provided ' 

None 

Require ~ampground reser:~atibns.: ·. 
Bus travel on most of road 

necessary , 

Pre-registration required 

Pre-registration recommended 

Fraser River 

March-April 1991 
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Locations 

St. Lazaria Island, Alas'ka 
Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge 

Glacier Bay, Glaciet Ba~ ·· 
National Paf:k 

Chiswell Islands, Alaska 
Maritime National .Wildlffe ' 
Refuge :; · 

Gull Island .i~ Kachem~k · 
Bay, SeiClovia Native :. ~ 
Association , · · 

Barren Islands, AlasRa: ~ 
Maritime National WHdiife 
Refuge ' · ~ 

. 
Kodiak Island;· various 
ownerships ' 

Baby Islands, Alaska 
Maritime National Wildlife 
Refuge 
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Puffin 

by Poppy Benson 

0 
pposite is a list of areas where both tufted 
and horned puffins can be viewed. The best 
viewing is in summer, June through the end 

of August, all during the day. Puffins will be found 
·.· on ste·ep grassy slopes and cliffs. Like many other 

. · s~abirds, puffins nest underground. The toes of their 
webbed feet.have shaFp claws that are used to scratch 
out burrows tb.ree to ·' four feet deep into the steep 

hillsides of their· nesting areas. At rockier sites where 
soil is scarce or non-existent, puffins nest on rocky 
slopes or cliff faces. Puffins may desert t~eir nests 
if disturbed by humans during nesting~ rhey ar~ not ' 
a vocal bird. Binoculars or sp9tting scopes will hplp 
in viewing. Prepare for cold, rainy weather .with.the 
likelihood of rough seas: ' 

/. ·.. . 
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by Kent Roth 
~ <' :-~ ~- ~ . -... ; ' .~< ·. ..~ • ·.~ . . ~ . . . "* . : . 

A~ l~sk~ . o~fers. unequall.ed OP_P: ?r~.uni. ~~s~: ~o . ·~ o.ppoitun.i~i.~sJf. r6~m. ·~; lat~.lp~~ th~.o'p. ~. : h Se?t.~~~e.·~.-. ·i!~.: 
vtew mt~ratmg and spawmng saltl1:0Jl'' m . .Rnnce Wtlfta~;Sou)}d,Jhe~rn:ost-convement salrpoq ., ·~. . . ' . . -:.. . . . . \.) . . .. . . ~.. . . . • . .. ..~ 
their natural environment. \\{~ile five ·:vie~b'rg :~zeas., ~reAn V~lq~~ ·at>CityLimits Creek anq "" .. ,,. 

species of Pacific ~ali:p.on return to spawn itt Alaska,'s in: Cordov~ along th:e .To&dside streams. 
streams during the summer and fall, rtot ·~lllare nor .. :Jri the An.chonl.ge ~atea, diinook salmon can be 

.mallyavcHlable to see ftt any:giventi.me'eath year.~'As : se~nduring Jqly:;a hd ~ar~y August in the South Fqrk 
a general nile, f:hirtook salmon are the first to r~t urn ,,Qf Eagle River~-Ship Creek downstream of theElmen
each summer\ primadly durihg Jun~ ~afid Jufy:··Pink, · ;dorf::H,at~lfery;. d .an;pbelJ Creek, and Potter Ma(~ll 
sockeye, .a~cL chum. salrpo~. (et ttrn '· to. most: ~r~a : afog.g; th~~oard~~Uk ..Sh-ip and Campbell Creeks al!d 
streams 4ur!rigJuJy and J\u~gqst, "w,h,He coho sa}Ih0n . Potter ~~ar$h are a lso -good places to observe coho 
generally arrive last ·ill Aug1.fst' and September. . _., salmon fromlat¢ A,ugl:Js't through September. Good 

To view fish in Alask~, you need only to fino a · v.iewing,sitesi.in l~te sitfrlnter are the Bodenburg Ponds 
clearwater stream that supports a run of salmon~ Av , alorrg .the Old.Olettn I-(ighway and the spawning 
pair of polarized glasses can help to enhance the ~-iew- cbinnds av,d v·ie'wing-atea in Po:rtage Valley. 
ing. Counting weirs .or natural stream':bbstructions .. · N.ear Faifhariks, .n,.Jibi~110!:IS~aC.cess:~points along the 
such ''as small waterfalls are ~ood· places ~o '·· view Chena : . H()t~pri~~sp~.q.atl·t P.ro.vidF opportunities to 

. · ·~ migrating salmon. ,While pink and chum .·. &almoJi, view chin6ok salmon firthe Chena River from hi:id
: .. qften spawn in the .intertidal, re~ches o( c9'astal July th~rough early August. The Steese Highway 

-~. , ~_streams, mbst salmon migrate upst reapi tp areas of ~ . parallels portions of the Chatanika River with view
.clear flowing water. :: ». . . ing· opportunities for both chinook and chum 

} n southeast Alask~, most;ofthe coastai s~rearns . ,$alqton, :.aJso from mid-July through early August. 
hc~ve sahnon presen.t .during at leasi a part q( e"ach . For"those: who may be traveling the Richardson 
year. Near Juneau, one of the best yiewing.areas.is Highway, !sockeye, salmon returning to the upper 
Steep Creek, which is on the road leading to ih~~ ;each~s:: <>(•<th~ du,!k;a~~i":~r;; qraina,ge c~ :be se~n · . 
Mendenhall Visitors Center. Sockeye are abundanr at the.wtewing~are~ Jus t.. dow:nsireamJrom the ~outleL >l. 

from late July through early September i-n __this of Sumhlit Lak& . , ,~ : ., ;;: ~....,_: ,.. ;.. ~~ :. ~, ~; >, ~ ~ ·s; ... 

stream. Ketchikan Creek near the city of Ketchikan ThenJ.Itrie.iou.s hat~hepes: cftpund thi~~tatealsopr-oi ·.· 
has three species of salmon which provide vie~ing 'vide exceilent salmon:;V;jewiri.g ~qpp:9f'tur1ities~ ·: ' , . ,. 

• • ' .:.. . ·• .:. .·. . . "; . :~ .•; <· • 
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·7~:h·<,;A .' 
. ~ :-- ··-:-... '« ~y. '\ 

Prince William Sound, artd the western e ulf ··p f. ~?v~, . 
Alaska. ,, · ,.: .~A' ·'·.·'; ', · >--t$~\ ·. ,. 

Look for a thick pear-shaped spout o'r·~, :plJ~~:~lp~",:":: ~ . 
identify a surfacing humpback. The "humped"' ~bacjc: ~ ·., -' 
of this species can ·frequently be seen'··as ..the\vhaie ·~.. <;;:~·.,\ 
dives. Its tail flukes are held high as it slowly slides ·. ~ · 
beneath the surface. You may actually hear the slap 
of long thin white flippers on the water or a watery 
explosion as a humpback breaches, propelling itself 
completely out of the water and landing on its side . 
with a tremendous crash and s.piash. 

March-April 1991 19 



WILDLIFE 

VIEW·I.NG 


Sea Otter ,;: 
(Continued frottt _page 11.) 

ly in the Port WeUs/Coll; ge Fjord area. .. 

Cordova· has,, the distinction of being near the 


largest number dfs..eaptt~r~-{,000-of any Alaskan 

city. . ~- " 


·~ 

Southeastern 
Sea otters we.re r~-intro,duced by the Alaska 


Department onFish and Game in the late 1960s. Since 

that tim~; th·ey have ,~.spread along ·.the southeast 

Alaska coast;.most occurring along the outer coast 

<north of Sitka. They may com:inonly be seen in the 

-area near Elfin»Cove o11 Chichagof Island. Ifyou are 

jn Sitka aiJd plan tQ v~sit the St. :Lazaria Island bird 

rookeries, watch for sea otters there and around th~ 


southern end of Kruzof Island. 


Whale k-

Brothers Island in .early Sep_tember. H,ere, a 
·bloom of.krill concep.trates many of the w~ales from 

the entire region and provides opportunitfesto vi'ew 

many whal~s lunge-feedi.ng, "bubble-net~' 

and displaying. " ' ·· (·.· · ~ 

Orcas 
Orcas are'p.er r£!ps.:the easiestwhale to ideni1fy_


one of the most·fasdnatifo1g. The firsCsightof an or- .... 

ca is usually the tall, dark dorsal fin, which .can be 

6 feet tall in males~;b,ut is -rndre curved and smaller 

in females and younger males. A qlqser loo}c at sur

facing orcas rev~~~s the strikipg pattern of sharply-

contrasting }v-hite;'and hla,ck.:' ,. 


,, ' Orcas are frequently si eh in groups or pods. Resi

dent pods ''can be fou~d ill>·the l,)ays and inlets 0 f 

southeas(Ala~)ca; Glacier~ay, and inPrin~~ 

Sound. Other pods are transient and travelover: great , 

distances.in s·earcli ~f food. With both resi(fehtsancl : " 

transient pods o~curring in Alaskan waters south-of 

the Bering Sea, tbe possibility of s~eing orcas at\\.·ays 

exists when travell!ng·by boar~ ., 


... 
:, 

i ' 

.. 
.. '" 

. 

-late ·. 

feeding, 
··· 

ahcJ 

William 

-~ 
»': :,.· I? .-. 

Thanks to the following authors for writing the 
secti~ns .. onF. the '· ~top T; n'' sl:;~c:ies : .. , ... 

,. 

Larry Aumiller (Bear), 
Wildlife Conservation, ADF&G, Anchorage 

Poppy Benson (Puffin), 
Outdoor Recreation Planner, Alaska Maritime 
National Wildlife Refuge, Homer 

Wayne Heimer (Sheep}, 
Wildlife Conservation ," ADF&G, Fairbanks 

David Kelleyhouse (Moose), 
Wildlife _,Conservation, ADF&G, To'k 

Ed K1irtk'hart (Otter), 
Re.tired. frop1 ADF&G (1960-79), Anchorage 

Kent Roth (Salmon), ~ 

Sport ·Fish:_• ADF&G; Anc_horage .-
->. :-

· . . ·: .. <- ~ . 

Marilyn Sigman (Eagle aqd Whale}, 
:WildliT~. Conservation ;~ t).DF&G~, Douglas 

. ; ..: ...... . ~· . ..;• 

•: t· 
Robert Stephenson (Wolf), 
Wildli fe Conservation, ADF&G, Fairbanks 

Keri Whitten (Caribou), 
"W-ildlife Conservation, ADF&G, Fairbanks 
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·,..:<\ ..;:~-~fit:f:11)~~ !'Q:·';_OQ~~~C~T{JYG, B~YlfiG AND SELLING 
-.~:·....·· ~tf!:fLDt/FE ·sof:t~wi!#!R.s ·;. ·,..by ...Marilyn Sigman . ·.~: 1 ·· ... ~ . 

• -> ·;.»'«-, '\~,·>~,_'t •. < ·,· • '! ~ <J ' _,, :, ~- ':;' ~<J. • ;,;~- 'X··"\"&,, • . <~ • -> X ' ,, , ' . t. ./'''-..,.~ :,~· 
, \ ' ' • ftinilj_ng~"!t 'ea!ile fe1ther Cll!t,tii~' Beacl); o.t\ a; ·._ } ·· 'Big -~anje.trophies and bear skins can be sold ._ ' , ' >:"•~.._: 

., .,__ < • ~•• \ • >:mo6s~..ahtler ·?.n t~.e .~r:ail i$ ~ ~p~ci~. Ara~\'a., : o:q_,ly by,people,with.a ~pecial permit from the Com . ,.1 
., ~ · ~ 

,~·~ ,._ ",, _,," , , experi~n~e- - F9{' l}l~ny peqpi~: <, s·~~iQ.g fh~se ./'':mj~~ione~ , of-Jish avd·~~Game. (Th~se are orarelY. .. ·_ ""'",~'. "' . ,._·· 
, ~· ~ .;~'\_,·., signs of wildlife is reward hpugh, ~hlle Q$-ds want issued.).~o¢otJ:l~r~.pqr,ts~_ ef ~beat: can he purcttased, . " ''».,'"":, •\"''. '(.,c., 

• • «-_.'!,: :.-..~ ~ ~~ • • ';: -., ' ,. I '• t ~ ' ~ ~ < ~ ~ • ._, /o• "_, V.. ...~ 'o), • • ~ .-: :. ~ ~0:. .,(('... "' ~...... ., 
-~«, :~ --~ .,. v,,_ • ~o tal_ce,§qmetfitng l;.lome to;prolong the ~xper),~~ce. ~ sqkt, or%bartt;r,~~T;fiel.skuUs of big-game' cannot.oe~ ~ -~.. ,, ~~ ·. ·· • , ·..,· 

··~ ' -::~ ~ ., y :II/.. • .;. .e.: } 6 9 ' .t '{", •• • "f. ~ »... ~ o.! • v .., -: » '. c:?-:. ~ 

.. h~-< ''··"./ « ," -«:lfyou.~a_re -a\~o}lector;·· you shoutp lje a~are thaP ¥,"oought, ~r so\d: ~~ig?9gi;lme~-specie.~>:.are black ,beat/ , ,k';-. r. ~ ." , ~ 
-~)>·'-~)·~~ ., ·--.there~ar.e,Iaw.s:._c~nc~rtfi~g ·poSsession'o{\\11o.lff.e~its ··:, &rowri Jjea1<~15isbrtt.C:~db@u, . D·all sheep;·deer~ elk, " ,:-~ ~- ··<:-/~ ~~- "? ,'· 
- mu~~e~~~~·d · : ~~~ 

. lll~~~l)'l.arv,e~t~ ~a~a : ~Q~:~J?r.~e_et _ sge?ieft~a~ . ~!~ r~re 2. Antler§ or _horns ·naturally shed or per~ane~t-
...,., ~ -,~ • ,.. qr ep.:danger~d. AJ.sof.r~meDJber thaJ t.he-rernams of< ly .remo:ved .f~om the skull may be purchased, sold 

' · :..._\wiidtiie,~s -tb·ey. d,ec,¥y:,. play -~p~rt)~''th~:ri~t;Ural~y- . or bartered,'excep.t i~U.nit 23 -where caribou antlers 
... C!e· ifJeft -'where ~dteY: ·a f.e\.·« ···}~ ~--, ·~-. '· \<:..'\ ~. .., ., . mu'st be naturally shed (that is, caribou antlers cut 

, .~';< !',"'~·· ·. ~· ~:)}e~e,is~ahr-ief....~uminaiyofstateallctfed~rall~ws' off of skuUs_· c.an't be~eught, sold or bartered).
>:.:'· ~,~·-~,~~ :_: thaf-pertain toJ.tcquitjng-.,sdti~enirs. · ../\. · . ~ ~(. . ,. 

· '*?~~<i-'\ ~ -·· .. ·~}._ \:':~ ·-"'-~ · Y. " "" • ~.· ~::.. '( '' 3. The m_eafof game animals cannot be bought·· , .v'-·: :_,,-~, · 

~~:~'!~~;>~·::_ ~"~t •· i>~£i~\~~~~~t~~is ,~~~~": ~~Y~pt4er pa~s ~f birds, or sold e~t#v~/<?r, ll~te~~ ~n? rabbits, and caribou..in'·,. ,~ / ~~'=·«~,-~~~:~~ .. 
~~ . ''~::=:f.~/ _ ,-:.:l · eggs., o.r~n~S.,t:s ')Y!jere, Y,o.u ftnd.ttlet,n. It..is tllegal'~to a portiotf~ot-~rhe:, state,. 4Tne meat can be bartered" ·· ,.·~ '"::,, ~~- ., ~ ··· .... 

. ': ·\;~~··\, possesi~~,h~~P~!t ol#~m1gratory hird; -~except w~en under solhe ·b~~t:¢~ifi:\~~~e~~· · ' , .,. ~~:~~v.;.:~:~-\·· 
'· Ie.ga!IY::: .~~:n'.e$t~, _Tfiispertains to tnd~t~~speciestof ,, . ·~ .. . , ~ '\ .-.,~. .. , . ·., \ "", ...;:'N ,_ ~ 

Qirdsdh'Alas~a e:x;cept grouse, ptanritgan, crows, . +. ltetfis .,. m~de . from ·walrus ivory or fossilized . ~-· -~->.·'·-;:'":.,. "'' 
·w:~terfo~l, sta~tings, find snowyowl~)~ -a· few arSa.~:-~ iyory, whale··64I~en, artdother parts ofmarinemam ·· '·~ >.. · 

. ' .. ··. .·. ;.: -. ... ,•.· • .. . ;;.: ,... ~ ... -~ v. _ ?: "-: J - ' • » 

''; \ ...... ··..},9ftM. ·state. .._ _ ·.'\ . ....~ "'i-•.~~ls are soiCfiJ!,many giftshops. The use of Alaska '· ~-~ ... -~ 
··. •· ~··.:x'.'\k~i..,_'~:~. :. ·...>.x .-~ . .., .. -, .. ~ . -~):,~--. ... ~r_,.-r:: ~marine mammals by Alaska Native artists is tradi'
.'··<',,'•·:•..•:=· '~:\.)·. >/t-. \:2.;·.,Parts o.fono-nend_angered mailn~ q}aD;imals c'ah i),.-~ ttdQal and speci'fically permitted by the MariRe Mam
...~~:':r._,''~=·,:'~i:?:::: :\p~·~ep~·butthe¥l1lusfbe registered wi!ti:t]ifN~tiotliil · ... ,!llals Prote~o~Act. However, it is illegal for anyo~e 

. ", , ··:·. /";·:M~Itn~'Fisheries ServiCe (offices in ·'~~~~p9-tageoapd '·. wno·is notan-~aska Native to buy raw (u~-wdtkea) 
iv,>~'> ;\~l~~~~u) 'br ~ ~~~ Fis~ and ~ildlife S€,~i~e (offi~es ivory or any part of a marine mammarth~\ bas not 

(. -~ ·-~·' .*i<.iJ;l:l~'~i~banks, '~p.e,h~r.ageJ l uneau, a,id'' ~~fuge he~d- been ''worked'' by an Alaska Native_antl.!_llape into 
·-~ :. ""- ~~\Js!:t~::' ~ \ql1lar~ers~n sev,¢r~~lq_etq,,<ipg). pe m~jp~-i~y.,ofwhale a traditional f~ative handicraft. · *...}'\ -~~:~{~--~- .. 
··, \ "*/\- ··. ·\} ... s_pectes- In Alaskan-~wat~ts. are .cl,asst'fted as en , . ·=:. ;_ \.;<;-"' <:''t\, ·. . .. · ~ . ~- . ,~ <·.,, ., 
· .\\_\ .,-~\;~../' ·. dan.gered, so it's besfto 1eaye'whaleo~~~~ where you 5. The im_J)brtation ofelephant iyot}ds:Jll,e~~~-~ pv(~\.·Y, -.,\~. ·· ;~-~·',< .· ,..···« '.. .r· d . · "'=' \( • . -~ ···~ "'· ~ 0 b h I·'· · . . .... ·. . ,. "d . ""' .. "' ;$· •. :>.:. • . ,m Jhem. · t-~ ·=·. ,.. ...._ '\ · .. :t.. e aware t at- _egal elephant Ivory tnay_be.foun .·,·Jh .,. "'· >:-; "~,;L_, ":t ~~- \..· ~-z 

" ~- ~-~,.,_ some Alaska, giftshops. EJepha.nl\,i:y~'ry , cah·~ ~..e ;~ · ·.. ·.., ·•.."~\~*·,::·\>·. 
distinguished from walrus ivory by its·white color ' 
and criss-cross .or striped grain. New (unfossilized) 
walrus ivbry is,.m,pstly w,hit~ but }].as a<wide mottled 
eore surrounded.h>y a brt>ad lay_er ·of smooth white . ~ ..........:;. . ·. ~ 

ivory with_out '~ny gqun ;'.:'fossil.~,' ~alrus ivory will 
be sli~htly ~c?loJed, _ usually_ •in..·a.. <shade of»t~n <?,.t. 

bro~:n ' ,:;: \~~~;;::: \: • '::::~::/ :'\',;~, , 
.. For more"d~hii1s on darificadon..otw-ildlife.1aws, 

contact ' ~la~l\k "state Troopers, Fish and Wildlife 
Protection D~yi.~ion, or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Ser
vice Law Enfdreement'. 



by Robert Stephenson 

;~ w· - -, olves are encountered in ~lmost every 
· ·.. :: . •.__·, ;_,. ttabi_ta\ in~, Ala$~a~.. but _the o~pQ.rtuni~y- . 

, . · J· ~ to watch ·. ~olv~s ~ for long·: penods"' IS 
grea e~{ r.n; 9.pen ~oun.try:~ 1Alp,ine and ~-u~~al~i?e · 
habitat , ·a.s wellas1arge, open river beds,.provide best 

• V.f. . ?~ .. -,.:". ~- ~- --~ . . -- . .. .; . . . . ... .• ..... 
yi~"Yihg OPP9f<tt1nitie~. Some qfth"e best areas fucluqe >: 

?. - ~.. . '  . -~ ~ - --: _,_ ~-- . ;1, . : . . • ?. . 

*: t;lie tlOrther nJ n9Ui»tainsal)9 foothills of the Broeks;. 
R~nge (inclqdirig · nen~li Park), ·and the :Chqga~h, . 
Wrangell, _ an~ Taikeetna.~mountains. Large open river 
channels aCfower elevations such as the Nabesn"a; 
Robertson, ~Johnsbn, and Wood rivers .in·e.astern 
Al~sk~ ·a1so 'offer ·good possibilities. ~ _,... · ... 

Wolves:can be seen at any time of the~year, :hut the 
~ ;.sutrlm(f_r mo;~U~s ar~ tl\e most practical..l:h~warme~ 

' ; rnonths ai:~ pr~bably 'best for grourtd~b~ed wolf 
: watchjng~, ~lFr~rif mid-May through _August, most · 
adql~ \V(?l~~S~C¢nter l heif a~tivity at dellS ()f rendez
'Vf?US,Sltt:j{~~~t~ the t>URS are-.rajsed~· It is b~fpto stay ,.. 
1Well away from~~tiv~ ~orpesite$ becau~e wolv~s , are ~:~,. 
sensitive to human ·intrusion in these. areas. '·Older 
wolves hqnt extensi~eiy:iround thes~sit~.s~and bring :. 
back food to feect;t~e{ nup$. ·iPb~se quntin$adults;fa~, ~ '~~ 
be seen during:surnib,er·witli:o\lt di~turbirig den.s. , 

Whether you l~ad{a;remote site using aircraft, or 
take advantage of roaih or:trails; you will greatly in
crease your chances by·using'a goodquality:spdt'ting 
scope (variable poweris b~st);. fotding:ttipod for the . . . 

'.. . ·. SC~. ~e,. a ·Comfoitabl~ ;seat, ·~.an elevate;d:· lookput (a watcher$ often sleep ~uring the day, like wolves, in 
"': :£.bluff,ot tbo~ritahiside)~ and:relaxed and pati~nt at- ~ :order to ~~e advantage of the better light and wildlife 
J. ·~= ; :;:tftude.:.. U}\laer~theSe* donditions; 'you~' have agoqd activity in;,the evening and early morning. Because 

chahee.to ·:see \\tol:ves~ as far away as ·ito 5' mil~,s: A \YeatheF cap. be chilly, even in midsummer, it isim- , 
spottivg scope will reveah a surprising amoun;t ~of. , portarit totake'warm clothes (winter'gear is often just · 
detall eVen at long range. Wolves, caribou~· and. Dall 'right for. long perk~ds of .inactivity) and otherwise, · 
sheep can be seen at similar distances... fr make yo~rself comfortable. ·.· 

During summer, wolves are usually active during Wolves are great travelers and the(r .tracks can be 

i t' 
·: . 

, ~ · 
~.. 

' '< -~ 

€ally ~norning an(;! ~vening when teptper~.tures are seen in. SQft soil, especially al6ng "'!aH~rways, arid·.ar~ ~ 
' cooler, anawhtm.othet animals are most active also. easy tofind'andobserve in snow. Wolf'howls are also ·*·· " 
-: . • ·. _,. . .. if.. - ~ ~. ·. ,· ... ~ ... ~ - ·. .. . . . . ~ . " 

One .of the nipe,things ab,.o~t wolf watching is that ~ commonly .heard in Alaska from late summer'· 
: ; 'irputs yolfin~nidd1I.positiort~0 'Watch other wildlffe:. through winter, especially during the breeding season · 

ana enj'bY, the land:scap~ ·as ~ell. Alaska;s,loQg sum.- in February and March. Wolves often respond to 
: , :l1ler 'nights; are gte~i tim.€5 to be out.aild ser.io:us wolf human howls and these can be used to.,Iocate wolve'>. 

? :.:- .... ....... v 
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by Wayne Heimer 

D 
all sheep are probably the easiest of 
Alaska's big game species to see. They are 
completely white and contrast starkly with 

the gre.ei:l meadows and dark rocks of their summer 
alpine habitat. Dall sheep can be seen from the 
highway in many areas of the state where treeless 
alpine tundra is nearby. The Cooper Landing Clos
ed Area at Mile 41.1 of the Sterling Highway on the 
Kenai Peninsula; at Miles 104-106 along the Seward 
Highway·; the Eklutna/Twin Peaks area (use the 
Glenn Highway Mile 26.3 exit); the Sheep Mountain 
Closed Area near Mile 106 and Mile I 16 of'~he Glenn . 
Highway, and Denali National Park are 4he best 

<-•. 

Dall:Sheep\ 
places to see sheep from the highway or at marked 

··pull-outs. Powerful- optics like spotting scopes or 
high-powered, (at feast IOX.)binoculars will help your 
viewing. 

Dall sheep are rewarding to watch because they 
are intenseJy social animals and offer the serious 
observer an opportunity to see and interpret a 
fascinating sedefi ··of beh;tvi.oral displays. Many of 
these displays are well understood by humans as well 
as by sheep. An observer has only to recognize~and 

interpret these behavioral displays to under~,tand 
what is happening. within the band to gather an in., 
creased appreciation for the importance of the social 
'pecking order' in Dall sheep ecology. 

The classic reference on sheep behavior is Moun
tain Sheep, a Study in Behavior and Evolution by 

Valerius Geist (Universit}<of Chicago Press, 1971). 

This reference wiJI .help the seiio.us wildlife watc.her 

make·the most of watatting s:heep . . 


l.f you wish to go· beyond casuaJ roadside viewing, · 
considerable effort is ·reql1ired .. You will have tpjoin · 
t he ~he~p in thej~ envi:r;.onri\enL Thi~ requires ·:that . . ' ' :> . ,., ·.. . .., 

you equip· yourself arid d~vdopthe necessary~skills . 
.	and physical endura.nce. In short, y~u must prepare ' .·._ 
to gov''sh,eep hunting" ev~n though you do not p.fap·~'. ·:''· 
to shoot one with a gun. Several good reference .,. '= t 
books covering· equipment and techniques at e \ \~~ ·::. 
available. The cla:~sic in this field is Sheep and Sheep ·::,:~ ·t,.·'" 

Hunting by Jac'k O'Conner (Winchester Press, '·· .. ., ·.., 
1974). The tips it, provides on stalking and advice on '· .,
optics and backpacking equipment are common to · -·. 
both hunting and :watching. You might also ask'an, .. ·. ·~ <· 

experienced sheep ~unter for .advice·.: O.p.e., hip.t:)~.~- '' ~ ' .,. 
ing downwind is moreir:nport~nt thanbeing.qut ·oL ... , · · 
sight. 	 '-• · , ., . 

The best times arid ··places to see ·a, brbad artayof 

Dall sheep behavior displays are during the rut, 

which is in late November and early December 

wherever sheep can be approached; and during the 

last half of June when sheep congregate at mineral 

licks. 


If you are interested in this sort of "heavy duty'' 
sheep watching, contact the ADF&G office in the 
are'\ where yo\1 want to watch Dall sheep, and our 
.w;ildl:ife bi:ologists will be gJad to help you. ·., 0 

. • • . • ". · ·y ~ :.:io. ~: .. •. > "" • •• 

..; ... 
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