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I.  PROGRESS ON PROJECT OBJECTIVES DURING PERIOD OF
PERFORMANCE

OBJECTIVE 1: Population Size, Status, and Trend. Assess the size and status of each
wolf population to determine the five-year trend.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
Regionwide
e Record anecdotal information from pilots, hunters, trappers, and other outdoor
enthusiasts on wolf activity and numbers is used as a general gauge into wolf
abundance and distribution trends.
Reports by hunters, trappers, and rural residents, combined with reconnaissance

flights, suggest that the wolf populations in Units 9, 10.11, 13, 14A&B, 16 and
17 are stable.




FPR AKW-B-R4-2020 A#1 P14.0 Wolf S&I SFY21

Unit 16

Conduct periodic telemetry flights to document wolf movements, distribution,
and abundance

In March 2021 a MWC was completed using four fixed-wing aircraft and a total

of 82 hours of flight time. Minimum count of wolves 1s 106—111 in 8 packs.

OBJECTIVE 2: Mortality/Harvest Monitoring and Regulations. Assess the number of
wolf harvested by hunters and other sources of mortality that might have an impact on
each population.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:

Collect data when wolf pelts are presented for sealing by trappers and hunters
and examine pelts for the presence of lice and other abnormalities.

Two-hundred and sixty-one wolves were harvested and sealed from Region
IV. Follicular dysplasia was identified in Units 13 and 17.

Monitor wolf harvest through field observations, sealing reports, trapper
questionnaires, and contact with trappers and hunters to determine harvest rate
and effect on population.

Harvest has declined in Unit 9 wolf populations are believed to be naturally
regulated with the possible exception of the Intensive Management area in
Unit 9B. The same can be said about Unit 10 where little harvest occurs (2).
The harvest rate in Unit 13 was determined to be ~39% but are not calculated
for Units 14A, 14B, or 16 as the population size is currently unknown,
however it is believed to be at a low-level and increasing. Intensive
Management activities in Unit 13 provided a significant amount of
demographic data.

In Unit 17, 42 wolves were harvested which may have reduced wolf
populations specifically in areas of caribou calving but are likely stable
elsewhere.

OBJECTIVE 3: Wolf Management with Public Participation and Outreach. Manage
each wolf population with an emphasis on engaging the public in management goals and
objectives through public meetings, working groups, educational materials, and incentive

programs.

ACCOMPLISHMENTS:
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I1.

I11.

IVv.

o Provide information to state and federal regulatory processes on wolf
management.
All information collected is used to inform state and federal regulatory
processes. Outside of common communication with our federal counterparts
there was one federal proposal addressing wolves during this reporting period.
Staff compiled and presented biological, population, and hunting information at
more than 12 Advisory Committee meetings, 4 Resource Advisory Council
meetings, Subsistence Resource Commission meetings, numerous local village
councils, Native corporations, MCH interagency Management Group, Nushagak
Caribou Interagency Planning Group, and the Wrangell-St. Elias Subsistence
Resource Commission. There are 3 state Board of Game proposals addressing
wolves for the 2022 meeting.

e Prepare Annual Intensive Management Report to the Board of Game.
Reports were prepared and provided to the Board of Game for areas in Units 17
and 13.

SUMMARY OF WORK COMPLETED ON PROJECT TO DATE.

https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfe=librarypublications.wildlifepublications&s
ort=species&sort2=speciesname&speciesname=Wolf

SIGNIFICANT DEVELOPMENT REPORTS AND/OR AMENDMENTS.

AKW-29 Project 7.0: Unit 17 Wolf Abundance and Demography provides funding to
conduct wolf work in Unit 17.

PUBLICATIONS
None during this reporting period.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THIS PROJECT

To continue with the Unit 16-specific portion of Objective 1, additional funding will need
to be allocated to deploy collars and to monitor demography. It is recommended that
funding be continued, and additional sources explored.

Prepared by: Todd A. Rinaldi

Date: 8/16/2021
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