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This aid was developed to assist staff in the field 
identification of juvenile salmonids and other small fishes 

commonly caught during field sampling of freshwater 
streams and lakes. 

 
 

Juvenile salmon sketches were adapted from sketches by the 
Oregon Department of Fish & Wildlife’s Aquatic Education 
Program.  Photos are from ADF&G, USFS and CIAA file 

archives as well as personal collections.   
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CHINOOK 
 

 
 
 

 

Parr marks even across 
lateral line & wider than 
interspaces 

No spots 

ADF&G 

ADF&G 

FL 52mm

FL 54mm

Anal fin: 
  ≥ 13 rays,  
Not sickle shaped 
 (leading edge longer than base)

Adipose  
has “clear 
 window” 
melanofores  
on outer edge 

CHINOOK 

 

 

 
Chinook      Coho

ADF&G

ADF&G
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FL 43mm

FL 48mm
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                              Anal fin: ≥ 13 rays, 
sickle shaped (leading edge longer 
than base), black/white leading edge 

Parr marks even across 
lateral line & narrower 
than interspaces 

Adipose 
 melanofores thru out. 
No “clear window” 

No spots 

ADF&G 

ADF&G 

FL 51mm

COHO 

 

 
Coho smolt 

 
Chinook parr   Coho parr 

ADF&G

ADF&G

ADF&G

mm

FL 48mm
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CHUM 

 
 

 

Faint parr marks above 
lateral line 

Small 3-4 cm, leaves 
freshwater as fry 

ADF&G ADF&G

FL 39mm

ADF&G

ADF&G 

PINK 

   
 

 

 

Small 2-3 cm, leaves 
freshwater as fry 

No parr marks. Dorsal 
surface green. 

Ventral & sides silver. 

ADF&G

ADF&G



SOCKEYE 

 

 
Fry 

 
Fry 
 

Parr marks staggered 
across lateral line 

ADF&G

ADF&G

FL 32mm

FL 40mm

SOCKEYE 

 Parr 

 
Smolt 

CIAA

FL 50mm

FL 51mm

FL 47mm

Cappiello

ADF&G

CUTTHROAT 

       

USFS 

USFS 

CUTTHROAT 
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RAINBOW / STEELHEAD 

 

 

 
 

ADF&G FL 31mm

ADF&G FL 44mm

Red lateral line 

RAINBOW / STEELHEAD  
 

 

 
     Rainbow Trout              Dolly Varden

ADF&G

ADF&G

DOLLY VARDEN 

 
 
• P. cecae = 21 – 39 (30).  Gill Rakers 15 – 23. 
• Anadromous dominant type but also lake or stream residents, 

usually a stream spawner 
• In spawning, paired fins red/black with white leading edge, 

lower body red, orange or pink. 

 

ADF&G 

ADF&G 

FL 47mm

FL 75mm

Abundant Sm. 
Light spots on 
dark background. 

Parr marks 
irregular, width > 
interspaces. 

Thick caudal 
peduncle 

Dark pigment 
inside mouth 

DOLLY VARDEN 
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ADF&G
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FL 110mm



ARCTIC CHAR 

 
 

• P. cecae = 30 – 64 (45).  Gill Rakers 21 – 27. 
• No known anadromous populations in AK.  
• Lake spawner/resident, sometimes moving into streams. 
• In spawning, paired fins red/black with white leading edge, 

lower body red or gold.  Spots red or orange. 
 

DeCicco 

Parr marks 
irregular, width > 
interspaces. 

Thin caudal 
peduncle 

Fewer larger 
Light spots on 
dark background. 

White inside 
mouth 

DeCicco 

ARCTIC CHAR 

 

DeCicco

DeCicco

Arctic 
Char

Dolly 
Varden

J. Dean 

Arctic Char

ARCTIC GRAYLING 
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FL 53mm

FL 202mm

ARCTIC GRAYLING  
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DeCicco
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ALASKA BLACKFISH 
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BURBOT 
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FL mm
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 SLIMY SCULPIN 
 

 

 

ADF&G 

ADF&G

ADF&G 

FL 93mm

FL 93mm

COAST RANGE SCULPIN 
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9 SPINE STICKLEBACK  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ADF&G FL 52mm

3 SPINE STICKLEBACK  
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FL 57mm
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LONGNOSE SUCKER 
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FL 59mm
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SALMON - Adult 
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SALMON – Adult Spawning 
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