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What is bycatch?

“Bycatch" means fish which are 
harvested in a fishery but are not sold 
or kept.
Bycatch includes economic discards 
and regulatory discards.

In other words: 
Bycatch = Discarded fish

Economic discards: fish harvested which 
could be legally retained, but are of 
insufficient value to retain (e.g., sculpins, 
grenadiers, brittle stars)
Regulatory discards: fish harvested which 
are required by regulation to be discarded 
whenever caught, or are required by 
regulation to be retained but not sold
• Prohibited Species Catch (PSC) : A special type 

of regulatory discard. Fish caught that must 
be returned to sea with a minimum of injury = 
Pacific halibut, Pacific herring, Pacific salmon, 
steelhead, king crab, bairdi, opilio crab.





Total Bycatch by Gear Type in the Groundfish Fisheries

4.7 – 13.1% discarded
Ave ~ 31 million lbs/yr

20.0 – 33.3% discarded
Ave ~ 33 million lbs/yr

Trawl Gear Longline and Pot Gear







GOA Chinook salmon
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