
Guide: How to find information on 

Alaska Fisheries Bycatch 

1. Go to https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/ and type “alaska fisheries report” 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/


       

2. Your search results may vary. Alaska fisheries reports pages will likely be at the top of the 
results. 

● Both of the top two results on this page will take you to bycatch information. Here is the 
direct link to the first page: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/alaska-fisheries-reports 
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/alaska-fisheries-reports


       

3. On this page you can find reports, an overview of Alaska fisheries, and information about 
bycatch. 

a. Routing to the Catch and Landings page you can find daily, weekly, and historical data on 
catch and bycatch in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands and the Gulf of Alaska 

b. Routing to the Bycatch Reduction page you will find an overview of bycatch, prohibited 
species catch (PSC), and amendments implemented by the North Pacific Fisheries 
Management Council to address bycatch concerns. This page is broken down by Chinook, 
non-Chinook, Crab, and Halibut. You can also use this page to route back to the Catch and 
Landings page. 
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/bycatch/bycatch-and-prohibited-species-catch-groundfish-and-shellfish-fisheries-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska
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4. If you are interested in looking at data for a specific type of bycatch, such as salmon in the 
Bering Sea, click on BSAI Prohibited Species under the Table of Contents on the Catch and 
Landings page: 

a. There are multiple ways to view bycatch. The first report series listed will give you an 
annual report of Chinook Salmon PSC in the American Fisheries Act (AFA) and Community 
Development Quota (CDQ) Pollock fisheries in the Bering Sea and Aleutian Islands 

b. The second report series will give you the same data, broken down seasonally 
c. The fourth and fifth report will give you all of the bycatch data for Chinook and 

non-Chinook salmon species, in html format between 1991 and present 

5. If you are interested in halibut bycatch in the Gulf of Alaska, route to GOA Prohibited 
Species and scroll to Halibut Bycatch or Halibut Mortality near the bottom of the section. 

U 

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska#bsai-prohibited-species
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska#goa-prohibited-species
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska#goa-prohibited-species


       

6. If you want to review bycatch rates by week and/or vessel by building your own 
resolution, route to BSAI/GOA Combined - Prohibited Species. These links will give you an 
unformatted csv file. Clink “Explanation” for an overview of the data fields. Note, these 
reports are screened for confidential information, so may not include the total PSC 
amounts. 

7. For an overview of the North Pacific Observer Program, refer to this webpage which 
provides a brief explanation of full coverage and partial coverage categories in Alaska 
Fisheries: 
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/fisheries-observers/north-pacific-observer-progra 
m 

8. Please contact nmfs.akr.inseason@noaa.gov for any questions concerning these reports or 
these fisheries. 
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https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/commercial-fishing/fisheries-catch-and-landings-reports-alaska#bsai/goa-combined--%C2%A0prohibited-species
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/fisheries-observers/north-pacific-observer-program
https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/alaska/fisheries-observers/north-pacific-observer-program
mailto:nmfs.akr.inseason@noaa.gov



