A Basic Guide to
of Pacific Salmon Scales

Information provided in this presentation is for general usage and is not
intended as a professional reference guide.
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Anatomy of the Salmon Scale






Anatomy of the Salmon Scale

e Circuli: Growth ridges in a scale.

e Focus: Where growth begins.






Anatomy of the Salmon Scale

e Circuli: Growth ridges in a scale.

e Focus: Where growth begins.
e Anterior Portion: Part of scale that faces towards the

fishes head.

e Posterior Portion: Part of scale the faces towards the
fish’s tail.
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One summer’s
growth plus one
winter’s growth is
counted as one
year.
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Factors affecting scale growth: Life History




Factors affecting scale growth: Life History
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Key scale features for identifying salmon species



Chum - Dog Salmon Scale

Example: chum scale

Scales are not actual size.
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Chum - Dog Salmon Scale

Scales are not actual size.



Red - Sockeye Salmon Scale

Example: Sockeye scale

Scales are not actual size.
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Red - Sockeye Salmon Scale



Coho - Silver Salmon Scale

Example: Coho scale

Scales are not actual size.



Coho - Silver Salmon Scale
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Scales are not actual size.



Chinook - King Salmon Scale

Example: King scale
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Chinook - King Salmon Scale

Scales are not actual size.



Humpy - Pink Salmon Scale

Example: Pink scale

Scales are not actual size.
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Humpy - Pink Salmon Scale

Scales are not actual size.
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Chinook Scales are not
Pink actual size.



The End
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