





PLEASE READ CAREFULLY
REVIEWER LETTER

December 2001
DEAR REVIEWER:

The Alaska Board of Game will consider the attached book of regulatory proposals at its Spring 2002
meeting. That meeting will be held March 8 — 18, 2002, at the River’s Edge Resort in Fairbanks, Alaska.
The proposals generally concern changes to the hunting and use of game regulations in the Interior
Region. Members of the public, organizations, advisory committees, and staff timely submitted these
proposals. The proposals are published essentially as they were received.

The proposals in this book are presented as brief statements summarizing the intended regulatory
changes. In some cases where confusion might anse or where the regulation is complex, proposed
changes are also indicated in legal format. In this format, bolded and underlined words are additions to
the regulation text, and capitalized words or letters in square brackets [ XXXX] are deletions.

Before taking action on these proposed changes to the regulations, the board would like your written
comments and/or oral testimony on any effects the proposed changes would have on your activities.

You are encouraged to read all proposals presented in this book. Some regulations have statewide

application and/or may affect other regions of the state. Also, some proposals recommend changes to
multiple areas or regions.

In this book the proposals generally are grouped by the area to which they pertain (see Table of Contents).
This proposal list 1s not m roadmap order for the meeting. The board will generate a roadmap for
deliberations prior to the meeting, and will be available to the public. The roadmap may be changed up to
and during the meeting,

After reviewing the proposals you may send written comments to:

ATTN: BOG COMMENTS
Alaska Department of Fish and Game
Boards Support Section
PO Box 25526
Juneau, AK 99802-5526
Fax: 907-465-6094

Comments may be submitted at any time until the public testimony period for that proposal and/or its
subject matter is closed at the meeting and deliberation by the board begins. As a practical matter, you are
encouraged to have your written comments presented to the above Juneau address by February 22, 2002.
Receipt by this date will insure that your written comments will be published in the board workbook. All
comments received after February 22 will be presented to board members at the time of the meeting, but
will not be printed m the board workbook. Written comments will also be accepted during the board
meeting, and of course, public testimony during the meeting is appreciated.

When making written comments regarding these proposals, list the PROPOSAL NUMBER to which your
comment pertains and specifically whether you favor or oppose the proposal. This will insure that your
comments are correctly noted for the board members in relation to the proper proposal(s).
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Alaska Board of Game

GUIDELINES
FOR
PUBLIC TESTIMONY
ADVISORY COMMITTEE TESTIMONY

If you plan to testify at this hearing, please fill out a blue PUBLIC TESTIMONY SIGN-UP CARD and
turn it in to the board’s staff. If you have written material for the board members, please provide at
least 25 copies to the staff; and submit with your blue testimony card. Please be sure to have your

name and date on the first page of your written material and if you have graphs, identify the
source.

When we call your name, please go to the table; state your name and whom you represent. When you
are finished speaking, please wait, we may have questions regarding your comments.

Please be aware that when you testify you may not ask questions of the board members or of
department staff. This is your chance to speak and to bring your issues before the board members. If
the board member and/or staff need clanification, they will ask you questions.

Generally, the board allows five minutes for oral testimony if you testify for yourself, and len minutes

if you testify on behalf of an organization. The board chairman will announce the testimony length of
time at the beginning of the meeting.

Advisory Committee representatives are usually allowed 15 minutes to testify, and should restnct their
testimony to relating what occurred at the advisory committee meeting(s). Testimony should be a brief
summary of the minutes of the meeting and copies of the minutes should be available for the board
members. Personal opinions should not be addressed during Advisory Committee testimony.

PLEASE NOTE: The time limit on testimony does NOT include questions that the board members
may have for you.
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ALASKA BOARD OF GAME
TENTATIVE AGENDA

Interior Region
March 8 - 18, 2002
River’s Edge Resort, Fairbanks, AK

NOTE: This is tentative agenda is subject to change throughout the course of the meeting This
Tentative Agenda is provided to give a general idea to the public of the board’s anticipated schedule.
The board will attempt to hold to this schedule; however, the board is not constrained by this Tentative
Agenda. Those of you who wish to testify must sign-up by the deadline. Public testimony will
continue until those present at the meeting are heard; the board will continue working through its
agenda immediately upon conclusion of public testimony. The following time blocks are only an
estimate. Updated agendas will be posted in the meeting room, or call 1-800-764-8901 for a recorded

message on daily progression through the meeting.

Friday, March 8

8:30 AM

OPENING BUSINESS
Call to Order; Introductions of Board Members and Staff
Board Member Ethics Disclosures
Purpose of Meeting (overview)

STAFF REPORTS

PUBLIC TESTIMONY
Oral public testimony, including Advisory Committee Reports

DEADLINE FOR SIGN-UP TO TESTIFY IS: 12 NOON, SUNDAY, MARCH 10
(Public testimony will continue until those who are present at the meeting are heard.)

Saturday, March 9
8:30 AM
Continue public testimony

Sunday, March 10

8:30 AM

Conclude public testimony
BOARD DELIBERATIONS

Monday, March 11 through, March 18

BOARD DELIBERATIONS

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS, including petitions, findings, resolutions, letters, other
ADJOURN

(The Board schedule will generally be: 8:30 AM - 12 noon and 1:00 - 5:00 PM with lunch from noon until 1:00 PM, This

schedule is subject to change at the discretion of the chair.)
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ISSUE: Brown bear tag fee exemptions are taken up annually by the Board of Game at their spring
meeting. This proposal is to maintain the current brown bear tag fee exemption for portions of Unit
20D, and increase it to all of Ut 20D.

In 1995 Delta Advisory Committee submitted an extensive plan for intensive management to the
Board of Game at the 1995 Spring board meeting. One portion of the Delta plan was the current

brown bear tag fee exemption. The board has identified Unit 20D as under state definition of
intensive management.

It is the opinion of the Delta Advisory Commuttee that the brown bear tag fee exemption is the only
portion of the intensive management plan submitted by them that has had any real significance.
Although the effect has been low impact in its seven years of existence, the brown bear tag fee
exemption has nonetheless produced results.

One side benefit has been the opportunity it has afforded to those who might not otherwise have the
opportunity to hunt. The tag fee exemption area contains two Native villages, and many people
outside of those villages, for whom the 325 tag fee is prohibitive. For many people in this area, a
hunting license costs $5, and the opportunity to hunt, not take, a brown bear is fives times as much.
[s there a reason for denying the people who cannot afford the bear tag an opportunity to take a
bear? This appears to be discriminatory. Even with the tag fee exemptions in place, the brown bear

harvest remains well within the harvest goals set by the board. In fact, not enough bears are being
taken.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The brown bear tag fee exemption would
be lost for Unit 20D. This logical tool of the onginal intensive management plan presented to the
Board of Game in 1995 would be lost, as would a means of increasing calf survival for both moose
and caribou in Unit 20D. Individuals who cannot afford a brown bear tag, including those who live
within the tag fee exemption area, would once again be denied the opportunity to hunt brown bears.
{Note: The opportunity to hunt ts not directly related to success in this case, but the opportunity
itself is valuable.) Hunters report finding extremely high brown bear populations during this past
season throughout Umt 20D. The Delta Advisory Committee has been watching this pattern over
the past five seasons and is reaching the conclusion that this is an established population trend.
When brown bears are shot near the city limits of Delta Junction from spring to fall, there are too
many bears. In fall of 2001, hunters watched brown bears stalking and chasing moose calves in the
arca where the tag fee is still required.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? In particular, hunters within and near the tag fee exemption
areas who cannot afford brown bear tags. Serious brown bear hunters who can afford the tags will
purchase them as this will remove the restriction forcing them to hunt only in this limited area.
This will also benefit hunters in the area who may be hunting moose or caribou and are aware that
they have the opportunity to take a bear without a tag. Moose and caribou hunters will benefit from






The harvest objective was met with a harvest of 43 caribou; however, this actually exceeded the
harvest quota which had been set at 25.

The Unit 20D moose management objectives have not been met. The board adopted a Unit 20D
moose population goal of 8,000 - 10,000 moose with a sustainable harvest objective of 500-700
moose/year. The 1999-2000 Umt 20D moose population estimate is 5,551 — 7,103 moose.
Reported harvest during the 2000-01 hunting season was 244 moose.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Hunting opportunity for brown bears will
be reduced. Also, the brown bear tag fee exemption is consistent with the board’s authorized
intensive management program for the Macomb Caribou Herd in southeastern Umit 20D and for
the moose population in northern and southeastemn Unit 20D. Failure to extend this tag fee
exemption would be inconsistent with the intent of board policy 95-85-BOG, which is to reduce

bear predation on moose and caribou calves to increase the moose and caribou populations in
Unit 20D.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Brown bear hunters will continue to benefit from increased
hunting opportunity. Moose and caribou hunters may eventually benefit if moose and caribou
populations increase enough to allow a larger harvest.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? We are not aware of anyone who is suffering because of the
current tag fee exemption, or who is likely to suffer if the exemption is renewed.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Eliminate the tag fee exemption, and thereby rely

only on a longer season and a more liberal bag limit to accomplish the objective of a higher
harvest of brown bears.

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-0258-G-039)
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PROPOSAL 4 — 5 AAC B85.045(18). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR
MOOSE and 5 AAC 92.530. MANAGEMENT AREAS. Change this regulation in Unit 20D to
establish a youth hunt, as follows:

Resident

Open Season

(Subsistence and Nonresident
Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season

(18)

Unit 20(D), that portion lying west
of the west bank of the Johnson
River and south of the north bank
of the Tanana River, except the
Delta Junction Management Area



and the Bison Range Youth Hunt
Management Area

RESIDENT HUNTERS:

1 bull with spike-fork or 50-inch
antlers or antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side.

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull with 50-inch antlers or
antlers with 4 or more brow
tines on one side.

Unit 20(D) that portion within the
Bison Range Youth Hunt
Management Area

1 bull by drawing permit up to onlv;

Sept. 1 — Sept. 15

Sept. 1 — Sept. 30

up to 75 permits may be issued

Establish the Bison Range Youth Hunt Management Area (BRYHMA) in Unit 20(D) on two

field complexes of the Delta Junction Bison Range as follows:

(22)

The Bison Range Youth Hunt Management Area (BRYHMA)

Sept. 5 — Sept. 15

Sept. 1 — Sept. 30

(A) The area consists of two field complexes within the Delta Junction Bison Range in

Unit 20(D) as follows:

(1) the Panoramic Field hunting area is located ¥ mile south of the Alaska Highway
between Milepost 1404.0 and 1407.6, and bounded by a line beginning at the northeast
corner (latitude/longitude 63° 53.2997/145° 14.714”), then northwest 3.5 miles 10 63°
54.956"/145° 20.767”, then southwest 2.4 miles to 63° 53.206"/145°23.232”, then
southeast 1.5 miles to 63° 52.537/145° 20.758”, then northeast 1.0 mile to 63°
53.3017/145°19.659”, then southeast 2.0 miles to 63°52.330/145°16.075”, then northeast
1.0 miles to the beginning point; and

(i1) the Gerstle Field hunting area is located % mile south of the Alaska Highway
between Milepost 1394.1 and 1396.8, and bounded by a line beginning at the northeast
commer (latitude/longitude 63°48.9847/144°57.766™), then northwest 2.9 miles to 63°
50.2427/145° 02.874”, then southwest 1.1 miles to 63°49.102"/145°04.197”, then
southeast 2.3 miles to 63°48.2397/145°00.339”, then northeast 1.6 miles to the beginning
point.

(B)  The area is open to moose hunting by permit only.



ISSUE: This proposal establishes a moose drawing hunt for adult/youth pairs on 2,800 acres of
the Delta Junction Bison Range (DJBR).

The DIBR is approximately 90,000 acres in size of which 2,800 acres (3 percent of the DJBR
and 0.1 percent of Unit 20D) are in two sets of fields called the Panoramic Fields (1,700 acres)
and Gerstle Fields (1,100 acres) located about eight miles apart. The department manages bison
forage in the DJBR fields to comply with the Alaska legislature’s intent to reduce bison damage
to agricultural crops in the nearby Delta Agricultural Project. In 1993 the department began
planting oats for bison forage in the DJBR fields and in recent years have planted 300-400 acres
annually, in addition to perennial grasses. Large numbers of moose feed on the oats during the
fall and moose hunters have learned to hunt moose feeding on oats in the fields. Even though
spike-fork/50-inch antler restrictions are in effect, competition between hunters has become
intense and so many hunters are now dniving through the fields hunting that they are damaging
bison forage crops, creating safety concerns for department staff, littering, and causing other
problems.

This proposal will provide a solution to department concerns about large numbers of moose
hunters in the DIJBR fields, as well as provide opportunity for youth to develop hunting skills.
Although recent legislation intended for special big game seasons to be open for children before
the general season, this will not work on the DJIBR for the following reasons: 1) moose hunting
during August may significantly interfere with DJBR field activities during that time, 2) moose
hunting activity in the fields during August may compromise bison use of the area causing bison
to spend more time and cause more damage in the Delta Apricultural Project (this is not generally
a problem in September), and 3) the DJBR fields are within Delta Controlled Use Area which
prohibits motorized vehicles for hunting from August 5-25.

The following two bag limit options are presented for the BRYHMA hunt. Differences between
the options are italicized.

Preferred Option: Moose hunting in the BRYHMA will occur by drawing permit from
September 1--15 with a bag limit of one bull moose. Drawing permits will be issued to a party
consisting of one adult (at least 21 years old) and one child (817 years old) as defined in AS
16.05.255(1), with the child being the permittee. The adult may only assist the child in taking a
moose and any moose taken under the permit would count against the bag limit of both the child
and adult. Thirty permits would be issued annually with hunting limited to three parties per field
for three days each and hunting times would be assigned in the order parties were selected during
the drawing process. The following permit conditions would apply: 1) children must have
completed a certified hunter education course; 2) hunters must wear orange vests supplied by the
department to prompt safety in the open fields and to provide identification of permitted hunters;
and 3) motorized vehicles are prohibited for hunting in the fields, but may used to retrieve
carcasses only.

Alternative Option: Moose hunting in the BRCMA will occur by drawing permit from
September 1-15 with a bag limit of one bull moose having spike, fork, or 50 inch antlers-fork or
50—inch antlers or antlers with four or more brow tines on at least one side. Drawing permits



will be issued to a party consisting of one adult (at least 21 years old) and one child (8-17 years
old) as defined in AS 16.05.255(i), with the child being the permittee. The adult may only assist
the child in taking a moose and any moose taken under the permit would count against the bag
limit of both the child and adult. Thirty permits will be issued annually with hunting limited to
three parties per field for three days each and hunting times would be assigned in the order
parties were selected during the drawing process. The following permit conditions would apply:
1) children must have completed a certified hunter education course; 2) hunters must view a
video-tape at the Delta Junction office about identifying legal bulls; 3) hunters must wear orange
vests supplied by the department to prompt safety in the open fields and to provide identification
of permitted hunters; and 4) motorized vehicles would be prohibited for hunting in the fields, but
could be used to retrieve carcasses.

If this proposal is adopted, the department will also evaluate developing rustic camping facilities
within the DIJBR fields so that adults can also take the opportunity to teach children camping
skills during the hunt.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Concerns about damage to bison forage,

safety, crowding, and interference with DJBR operations will continue and probably become
increasingly worse.

WILL. THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? This proposal will provide a high quality hunting opportunity
for children to learn hunting skills, thus promoting a new generation of hunters. It will also
reduce hunting pressure and thus the impact of moose hunters on bison forage crops on the DJBR
allowing the department to better meet legislative intent for the DJBR.

WHO 1S LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Children that receive permits will benefit. Also the
department will benefit by reducing damage to bison forage crops and other problems associated
with large numbers of moose hunters in the DJBR fields. Bison hunters will benefit during the
Delta bison hunting season because reduced damage to bison forage will provide bison hunters a
greater opportunity to hunt bison on state land instead of private land. Farmers in the Delta
Agricultural Project will benefit because reduced damage to bison forage will encourage bison to
spend more time on the DJBR instead of in farm fields.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Moose hunters that hunt in the Panoramic and Gerstle Fields
of the DJBR will loose 2,800 acres of hunting area.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? The department has considered the following options
to address this issue:
1. Take no action.
2. Establish a closed area that prohibits all moose hunting in the DIBR fields.
3. Establish a controlled use area that prohibits the use of motorized vehicles in the DJBR
fields.
4. Establish a management area with hunting by drawing permit in the DJBR fields, without
restricting permits to children only.



PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-025-G-038)
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PROPOSAL 5 -5 AAC 85.045(18). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE.
Amend this regulation in Unit 20D as follows:

Increase the total potential moose harvested in the Delta Junction Management Area from 10 to 30.

ISSUE: The maximum number of moose allowed to be harvested in the Delta Junction
Management Area has been ten for a number of years, and all ten have been harvested with no
impact upon the population. Changing the maxtmum to 30 allows for more flexibility on the part
of the area biologist but does not mean that 30 permits will be issued.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Area biologist will continue to be allowed a
maximum of ten permits for an area containing hundreds of square miles, and a very healthy moose
population.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO 1S LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters will benefit if the biologist chooses to issue more
permits. The possibility of getting a permit will be enhanced if more permits are 1ssued.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one would suffer under this proposal.
OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? None

PROPOSED BY: Delta Advisory Committee (I-02S-G-027)
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PROPOSAL 6 - 5 AAC 92.530(9). MANAGEMENT AREAS and 5 AAC 85.045(8).
HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE. Amend these regulations in Unit 20D
as follows:

Open a nonresident moose hunting season for the Tok Management Area of Unit 20D, Make a five
mile (no hunting of moose) cormridor on the south side of the Alaska Highway for nonresidents.
Season dates: Sept. 5—Sept. 15 (four brow tines or 50-inch).

ISSUE: Open a nonresident moose season for the Tok Management Area of Unit 20D,

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? A continued area of no nonrestdent hunting.
Limited access of area for nonresidents.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?


















WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? A small number of Macomb caribou will
be available to hunt with motorized vehicles, outside of the DCUA. This harvest may contribute
to an overharvest of this small herd that has a small harvest quota.

Also, much of the area included in this proposal is within a portion of the Ft. Greely Military
Reservation that is open for hunting. Because caribou in this area are very visible from the road
system, and because military personnel can hunt this area without a hunting license, we anticipate
significant interest in hunting this area by military personnel in particular, which may contribute
to an overharvest without this regulation change.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? N/A.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Users of the Macomb Caribou Herd will benefit by having
the hunt managed on a predictable basis rather than by emergency order.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Because DCUA vehicle restrictions apply to hunting of big
game only from August 5-25, the only hunters impacted by this change would be the caribou
hunters it addresses and a very few bear hunters. However, bear hunting effort in this area is very
light and within the last five years no brown or black bears have been killed by hunters in this
area during the effective dates.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? The only other solution considered was to makc no
change, but this will subject the Macomb Caribou Herd to the potential for overharvest.

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-025-G-040)
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PROPOSAL 12 - 5 AAC 92.540. CONTROLLED USE AREAS. Amend this regulation to
provide the following:

Airboats may not be used for moose hunting or to transport moose, moose hunters, or moose
hunting equipment outside of navigable waterways in areas: Unit 20B south of the south bank of
the Salcha R; Unit 20D north of the north bank of the Tanana River,

ISSUE: Considerable increase of airboat hunting in large swampy drainages which were
inaccessible during moose hunting season previous to new technology, i.e., bottom coatings, multi
blade variable pitch propeller, increased horsepower, ¢tc. The new airboats can motor far beyond
the limits of the best track rigs to areas even a float plane cannot utilize.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Overharvest in these areas resulting in
lower moose populations there and in more accessible hunting area which rely on surplus animals
from healthy previously unhuntable populations in these swampy flats.

WILL. THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

14






WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? A continued missed opportunity by hunters
to harvest grizzly bears because of the tag fee. Moose calf survival will stay low resulting in low
recruitment for the future.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters and moose.
WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.
OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED?

PROPOSED BY: Upper Tanana/Fortymile Advisory Committee (1-02S8-G-039)
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PROPOSAL 15 - 5 AAC 92.015(b). BROWN BEAR TAG FEE EXEMPTION. Wave the
resident tag requirement in Unit 20E as follows:

A resident tag 1s not required for taking a brown bear in...Unit 20E.

ISSUE: Grizzly bear tag fee exemption for Umt 20E. Currently, residents must purchase a $25 tag
prior 10 harvesting a grizzly bear in Unit 20E. This decrease opportunistic bear harvest. Often,
hunters miss opportunities to harvest grizzly bears when hunting for other species if they do not
have a tag in possession.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Hunter opportunity to harvest grizzly bears
in Unit 20E will contimie to be impaired due to the tag fee currently in effect. Bear populations are
healthy throughout Unit 20E and gnizzly bears are major predators of the Fortymile caribou herd.

Hunters would like the opportunity to harvest more bears, but have been curtailed from doing so by
the tag fee.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All resident grizzly bear hunters in Unit 20E.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No negative effects anticipated.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Another solution might be replacing the grizzly bear
tag fee with some type of sealing fee that could be paid when, and only when, a bear is actually
harvested. Hunters that are disgruntled at having to prepay to harvest a grizzly they may never see
would be happy to pay upon actual harvest of a grizzly bear. Currently, there is not a regulation to

allow for this option, thus we request suspension of the tag fee.

PROPOSED BY: Eagle Advisory Committee (1-025-G-082)
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Selatna and
Black River drainages

3 bears

Unit 19(D), upstream from No closed season. No closed season.
the Selatna and (General hunt only)

Black River drainages

10 bears, however in order
to harvest more than 3 bears
the hunter must obtain a
registration permit

ISSUE: Data from the recent 2001 moose calf mortality study showed that black bear predation on
moose calves is substantial in some areas of the Unit 19D-East Predator Control Implementation
Area. The harvest of bears by hunters could reduce this predation. The Govemor’s 19D-East
Adaptive Wildlife Management Team has 1dentified reducing black bears as a key component to
the recovery of the moose population. Some hunters that take black bears in the area often harvest
their annual limit of bears. This proposal would allow the continued general season harvest of black
bears requiring only a hunting license, while increasing the total bag limit through a closely
monitored registration hunt for those few hunters interested in the opportunity to take up to 10 bears
total.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Black bears will continue to kill an
estimated 35 percent of moose calves before they are six weeks of age.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters interested in increased opportunities to take black
bears.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Members of the public that are against killing bears.
OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Department control program.

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-028-G-061)
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PROPOSAL 27 -5 AAC 85.020. HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR BROWN
BEAR and 5 AAC 92.132. BAG LIMIT FOR BROWN BEARS. Amend these regulations in Unit
19 as follows:

Unit 19C: Residents and Nonresidents: 1 bear every regulatory year...Sept. 1—May 31.
Unit 19D: Residents and Nonresidents: 1 bear every regulatory year...Sept. 1—May 31.

One bear every regulatory year and does not count against onc bear every four regulatory years bag
limit.

27





















WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Last minute operators and huge air taxi operations would be
encouraged to scale down their volume or adjust how they book/plan operations.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Changing the time of the drawing, but as stated above,
there is not a time that a drawing could be held to really address this very real problem. Also
considered somehow putting a limit on how many moose a person/guide could assist in taking in
one year. Larger operations would not like this.

PROPOSED BY: George Siavelis (HQ-025-G-009)
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PROPOSAL 35 -5 AAC 85.045(17). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE.
Amend this regulation in Umit 19 as follows:

I do not believe that this regulation was based on sound data conceming moose populations. We
need detailed surveys before making such restrictions. Retum the seasons to the previous year’s
seasons and then get current information on populations.

ISSUE: Repeal of the nonresident moose drawing in units 19A and 19B. This regulation was
adopted in January 2001 and very little if any public notice has been given.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Many guides who have contracts on hunters

and air taxis who have bookings for hunters will be forced to take their guests to areas that have no
drawings, putting greater pressure elsewherc.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? Yes, see above questions.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All residents of uruts 19, 17B, 21, and 18. Guides, air taxis,
and transporters.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.
OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED?

PROPOSED BY: Tony Lee (SC-025-G-003)
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PROPOSAL 36 - 5 AAC 85.045(17). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE.
Amend this regulation to provide the following:

Return to the 2000-2001 seasons and bag limits for nonresident hunters in units 19A and 19B. The
board should direct the department to establish a panel of big game resource users in units 17, 18,
19 and 21. This panel will consider the region as a whole and develop coordinated hunting seasons
and bag limits. This panel may identify sensitive local hunting areas. Options other than a subunit-
wide drawing may include small guide or air taxi exclusion zones, registration hunts in small
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Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season

(19)

Unit 21(E)

RESIDENT HUNTERS:

1 moose per regulatory Sept. 5-Sept. 25
year; however, antlerless Feb. 1-Feb. 10

moose may be taken only
during the period Feb. 1-

Feb. 10 and moose may not

be taken within one-half mile
of the mainstem of the Yukon
River or the Innoko River
during the period Feb. 1-Feb. 10

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:

1 bull with 50-inch antlers Sept. 5-Sept. 25
or antlers with 4 or more brow tines

on one side

ISSUE: Antlerless moose hunting seasons must be reauthorized annually. Reporting is extremely
low. The estimated harvest from 1993 to 2000 for the February antlerless hunt is 75-125 moose, of
which 30-65 are cows based on subsistence surveys. The reported harvest from 1992 to 2000 for the
February antlerless hunt has ranged between 1 and 19 moose with a reported average February
harvest of 9 moose. The most recent moose surveys conducted in a portion (5000 mi’) of Unit 21E
during February 2000 indicated a density of 1.0 moose /mi’. The population is capable of sustaining
this February antlerless scason.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? This antlerless season will not occur.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All hunters who rely on this population.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? None.

PROPOSED BY:  Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-02S-G-058)
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PROPOSAL 43 - 5 AAC 92.050(3)(c). REQUIRED PERMIT HUNT CONDITIONS AND
PROCEDURES. Amend this regulation as follows:

In the Unit 19, general moose drawing permit hunts, the department shall issue any surplus drawing
permits on a first-come, first-served basis to any applicant who holds a valid nonresident hunting

41












All wolf predation control implementation plans in units 19D-East, 20A, and 20D are to be put
on hold until there is a base of solid science to substantiate their need.

ISSUE: Reevaluate the need for both existing and future programs of active management of wolf
populations in interior Alaska.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Wolf numbers will continue to be grossly
manipulated because of a bad attitude about wolves and the belief that they prey much more on
moose populations than in fact they do. The advice of several scientists that wolves are not the
primary problem in these areas has been largely ignored. Now that several biologists involved
with the department have examined one of these areas in detail (Unit 19D-East), and determined
that what the scientists have been saying all along is true, all of the wolf predation control
implementation plans currently in effect should be scaled back until there is a base of solid
science to substantiate their need.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? Yes. Ecologically unsound management practices would be
stopped which would lead to the creation of healthier wildlife populations.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All Alaskans who care about the need for sound wildlife
management practices.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? People who do not believe in wildlife management based on
sound science, or who dislike wolves.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED?

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Wildlife Alliance (SC-028-G-010)/(HQ-025-G-099)
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PROPOSAL 48 - 5 AAC 92.XXX. PERMIT FOR USING AIRCRAFT TO TRANSPORT
HUNTERS. Add a new requirement in Unit 19 as follows:

Require moose hunters using aircraft for transportation in Units 19A and 19B to first obtain a
permit.  The permit would be required for the hunter and would regulate the transportation of
moose hunters, their hunting gear, and moose parts; however, this provision would not apply to the
transportation of moose hunters, their hunting gear, or parts of moose by aircraft on scheduled

flights, or between publicly-owned airports. The number of permits would be limited (perhaps a
range of 75-120).

ISSUE: Excessive pressure on moose populations by hunters assisted or transported by aircraft.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Moose population will decline to levels
where it may not recover. Continued reduced subsistence opportunity.






In the Holitna-Hoholitna Controlled Use Area, that portion in Unit 19A should have the definition
changed to read, (i1} the area of this controlled use area, that portion in Unit 19A, is closed to the
use of any motorized vehicle [BOAT EQUIPPED WITH AN INBOARD OR OUTBOARD

MOTOR] with an aggregate horsepower in excess of the manufacturer’s rating of 40 horsepower
for hunting big game. ..

ISSUE: The increasing use of airplanes in Unit 19A in the support of moose hunters has put an
added burden on the declining moose populations. Use of GPS devices and aenal spotting by

airplane hunters and guides and the misuse of the “fair chase regulations™ has become a problem in
the last few years.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? If this problem is not corrected the moose
populations will continue to decline. This improper use of airplanes, as a spotting tool, is hard to
enforce and will continue until this is addressed with a clear solution.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? 300 moose hunters who hunt by boat, snowmachine, or other
{under 40 horsepower motorized vehicles).

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? 30 hunters who use planes as access or support for moose
hunting in Unit 19A.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? 1 considered including Unit 19B in this proposal but
the big game guide’s lobby would oppose it. This problem exists in Unit 19B in even greater
degrees but the political pressure would be too greal to include this area at this time.

PROPOSED BY: Grant Fairbanks (HQ-025-G-103)
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PROPOSAL 51 - 5 AAC 85.045(19). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE.
Amend this regulation as follows:

Elimination of fall cow season in Unit 21.
ISSUE: Increasing hunting pressure on moose combined with steadily dropping recruitment rates.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Steadily dropping opportunities for local
subsistence hunting and sport hunting.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? Preserving cows would naturally preserve total populations.

WHOIS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All moose hunters would benefit.
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Delete the language: [THE AREA IS CLOSED TO THE USE OF AIRCRAFT FOR HUNTING
MOOSE, INCLUDING THE TRANSPORTATION OF MOOSE HUNTERS, THEIR HUNTING
GEAR, AND/OR MOOSE PARTS; HOWEVER TRHIS DOES NOT APPLY TO THE
TRANSPORTATION OF MOOSE HUNTERS, THEIR HUNTING GEAR, AND/OR PARTS OF
MOOSE FROM A PUBLICLY OWNED AIRPORT IN THE CONTROLLED USE AREA.]

ISSUE: Prohibition of aircraft access to the Koyukuk Controlled Use Area.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? 1) Nearly three million acres of public
lands that are inaccessible by any means other than aircraft will remain essentially closed to hunting
without any biological reason. The thin ribbon of water (Koyukuk River) that courses through the
nearly four million acre Koyukuk National Wildlife Refuge affords moose hunting only to boat
bome hunters and only to an average of less than one mile back from the river. Meanwhile the
Koyukuk Controlled Use Area covers an area so vast that small ponds and lakes 30 miles back from
the river, that are inaccessible except to aircraft, are left unutilized on otherwise huntable public
lands. 2) With the ever closing of more federal park lands, native held lands, etc., crowding has
become a problem. This is an opportunity to easily open more public land and spread out the
pressure. 3) The clause of equal access to natural resources for all residents in the Alaska
Constitution will continue to be violated. Since the controlled use area 1s an area of drawing permit
and registration permit only a set number of hunters will have access to the area. It should therefore
not matter that a hunter transports himself by boat or aircraft. 4) The controlled use area restriction
to aircraft was conceived 23 years ago to limit the number of hunters in the area. In the intervening
years the very fact so many hunters have engulfed the area that a drawing permit system became
necessary shows what an abject failure the aircraft restriction is. Without allowing some of those
permitted hunters to get off of the nver and into the back country the problems associated with
crowding on the river will continue. 5) If no aircraft access continues, all hunters will remain
bunched together on the river corridor, competition and hostilities between local and nonlocal users

will continue and hunting pressure on the moose herd in a small area will continue rather than be
spread out over a larger area.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? Yes. Many of the drawing permit hunters are nonlocal. Many
would prefer to fly into the area well back from the main river, thus reducing conflict and crowding
with other hunters and also providing a more quality hunting experience. Also, since this is a
drawing permit area, only a set number of hunters are allowed in so the harvest would not increase
and it would be spread over a larger area.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All people who want to see the hunting pressure and people
conflicts reduced on the Koyukuk River while at the same time providing a more quality outdoor
experience. Also benefiting are all the people who would like to see an approximate three million
more acres of public land opened to moose hunting.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? All those who believe an Alaska resident who owns an

alummum boat with a 150 horsepower engine and a propeller should have open access to this huge
area while an Alaska resident who owns an aluminum airplane with a 150 horsepower engine and a
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? There will be an increase in negative

publicity of bowhunting, increase in overcrowding, and an increase in danger along the Dalton
Highway.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? The proposal attempts to improve the quality of bowhunting by
spreading out the hunting pressure and it will improve the image and ethics of the bowhunter.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? The majority of bowhunters will benefit by reducing user
conflicts and all users of the Dalton Highway will benefit by reducing the safety hazard.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? The only group likely to suffer from this solution are the road
hunters who prefer not to leave their vehicle or the roadside to harvest game.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Registration hunts — no advantage. Permit hunts — no
significant advantage and the resource is plentiful with low harvest. Wider comridor closures —
beyond Y mile nothing should be gained that a Y4 mile closure would not address adequately.
Narrower closures — narrower closures would not separate the user groups significantly or
encourage safe stopping along the road. Create a new closed area called the Dalton Highway

Closed Area with exactly the same parameters as stated above. It may be a viable administrative
choice.

PROPOSED BY: Rob Sylvester (I-025-G-059)
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PROPOSAL 85 - 5 AAC 92.540. CONTROLLED USE AREAS. Create a new controlled use
area as follows:

Create the Atigun Drainage Controlled Use Area. The Atigun Drainage Controlled Use Area 1s
closed to the taking of Dall sheep except with a bow and arrow and the use of motonzed vehicles
except highway vehicles on state maintained roads is prohibited. The area consists of all areas
within the Atigun River drainage and the west side of the Sagavamroktok River bounded on the
west by the Gates of the Arctic National Preserve Boundary at approximately N68.439° W149.624°
then southerly along this boundary to the continental divide at approximately N68.130° W149.854°
then easterly along the continental divide to the middle fork of the Sagavaniroktok River at
approximately N68.156° W148.932°, Then northerly along the west bank of the Sagavaniroktok
River to the confluence with the Accomplishment River at approximately N68.703° W148.905°
then due west to the Dalton Highway, then southerly along the Dalton Highway to the confluence of
the Galbraith Lake Airport Road, then westerly along this road to the state maintained gravel pit at
approximately N68.469° W146.257° then southwesterly to the peak at N68.439° W145.624°. This
area is closed to the taking of Dall sheep except with a bow and arrow and the use of motorized
equipment is prohibited except highway vehicles.

ISSUE: Overcrowding, extremely low hunter success, conflicts between use groups, decreasing

rams horn size when compared to ten years earlier. Repeated conflicts with nonarchery usage
within the present corridor whether illegally hunting or passing through the archery only corridor.
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PROPOSAL 89 - 5 AAC 85.020(18). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR BROWN
BEAR. Lengthen the season in Unit 20A as follows:

Brown/grizzly bear season Sept. 1—May 31.

ISSUE: Extend grizzly bear season by opening the season earlier. Start the season Sept. 1 or Sept.
5. Hunters would have a better opportunity with more hunting days during the moose season.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? This is not a problem, but could become
one if bear populations continue to increase.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? No.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Anyone who hunts brown bear in Unit 20A.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? None.

PROPOSED BY: Bob Kempson (1-025-(-072)
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PROPOSAL 90 - 5 AAC 85.020(18). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR BROWN
BEAR. Lengthen the season for brown bear in Unit 20A as follows:

Lengthen season on brown bears in Unit 20A by ten days or to coincide with opening of moose
Season.

ISSUE: Length of brown bear hunting season in Unit 20A. Since the largest number of hunters
are in the field during moose season, increasing encounters with brown bears are occurnng with
many lives threatened.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? More bears killed because of life and
property.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? Allows increased hunting for residents and nonresidents.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters in Unit 20A.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Since the take should increase little, brown bears should not
suffer.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? None.
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Unmnit 20A as are many private homes. Within the last few years grizzlies have ransacked a number
of cabins, and even been shot within the community of Whitestone, which has a high percentage of
small children. Hunters have reported seeing large numbers of bears, as well as many cow moose
without calves in this portion of Unit 20A.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The Unit 20A bear season will not open
until Sept. 10, halfway through moose season. The incidental take of grizzlies will continue to be
impeded by having the season closed while hunters are present. The only reason for this extreme
season restriction was to assist a grizzly study being done by the department. Individuals who
cannot afford a brown bear tag, including those who live within the tag fee exemption area, would
once again be denied the opportunity to hunt brown bears. (Note: the opportunity to hunt is not
directly related to success in this case, but the opportunity itself is valuable.) Hunters report finding
extremely high brown bear populations during this past season throughout this portion of Unit 20A.
The Delta Advisory Commiittee has been watching this pattern over the past five seasons and has
reached the conclusion that this 1s an established population trend.

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? In particular, hunters within and near the tag fee exemption
areas who cannot afford brown bear tags. Residents and moose hunters would have greater
opportunity due to the increased season length as well as tag fee exemption. Serious brown bear
hunters who can afford the tags will purchase them as this will remove the restriction forcing them
to hunt only in this limited area. This will also benefit hunters in the area who may be hunting
moose or caribou and are aware that they have the opportumty to take a bear without a tag. Moose
and caribou hunters will benefit from this program in future years.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? The Delta Advisory Committee feels that many of the people
they represent lose the opportunity to hunt brown bear without this tag fee exemption, and with a
season unreasonably restrictive in length. Bear harvest of ungulate populations, moose and caribou,
would continue to increase. This is an extremely healthy brown bear population in a relatively
1naccessible area, thus no one will suffer.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Put this in effect for the entirety of Unit 20A.
However, the people living within the Little Delta River boundary are considered residents of Delta
Junction, thus our greatest effort must be made to represent their needs.

PROPOSED BY: Delta Advisory Committee (I-028-G-031)
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PROPOSAL 93 - 5 AAC 85.025(15). HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR
CARIBOU. Change the requirements for drawing permits in Unit 20A as follows.

Up to 25 percent of the caribou permits would be issued to individuals who trap or shoot three
wolves in the permit area per year. Guides who operate in the area would be issued one caribou
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Controlied Use Area

RESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull with 50-inch antlers or antlers
with 4 or more brow tines on one side

Remainder of Unit 20(A)

1 moose per regulatory year,
only as follows:

RESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull; or

1 antlerless moose by drawing permit
only; up to 300 permits may be
issued; or

1 bull by drawing permit only, by
muzzle-loading firearms only; up
to 75 permits may be issued

NONRESIDENT HUNTERS:
1 bull with 50-inch antlers or antlers
with 4 or more brow tines on one side; or

1 antlerless moose by drawing permit
onty; up to 300 permits may be issued; or

1 bull with 50-inch antlers or antlers
with 4 or more brow tines on one side

by drawing permit only, by muzzleloading

firearms only; up to 75 permits may
be issued

Sept. 1 - Sept. 15
[SEPT. 1- SEPT. 20]

Sept. 1 - Sept. 15

[SEPT. 1- SEPT. 20]
(General hunt only)

Sept. 1 - Sept. 25
(General hunt only)

Nov. 1 - Nov. 30
(General hunt only)

Sept. 1 - Sept. 15
[SEPT. |- SEPT. 20]

Sept. I - Sept. 15
[SEPT. 1- SEPT. 20]

Sept. 1 - Sept. 25

Nov. 1 - Nov. 30

ISSUE: Reported harvest of bull moose (2000 = 540 bulls) in Unit 20A continues to exceed
sustained yield estimates (430 bulls) despite a shorter season and increased antler restrictions
instituted 1n 2000. As a result, estimated bull:cow ratios (23:100) remain below our management
objective of 30:100. Estimated bull:cow ratios in Unit 20A have fallen from 39 bulls: 100 cows
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WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? The local prnivate property owners who until one year ago
have hunted their property.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Nobody seemed to suffer when this area was open for 54
years.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? The Fairbanks paper said this closure expanded bow
hunting opportunities; they could hunt public land here already.

PROPOSED BY: Dave and Debbie Walter, and Maryanne and Kory Eberhardt

(HQ-02S-G-014/1-025-G-010)
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PROPOSAL 128 - 5 AAC 92.530(10)(A). MANAGEMENT AREAS. Amend this regulation as
follows:

Delete that arca between Steele Creek and Esro Road from the Fairbanks Management Area.

(A) this area consists of that portion of Unit 20B bounded by a line from the confluence of
Rosie Creek and the Tanana River, northerly along Rosie Creek to Isberg Road, then northeasterly
on Isberg Road to Cripple Creek Road, then northeasterly on Cripple Creek Road to the Parks
Highway, then north on the Parks Highway to Alder Creek, then westerly along Alder Creek to its
confluence with Emma Creek, then upstream along Emma Creek to its headwaters, then northerly
along the hydrographic divide between Goldstream Creek drainages and Cripple Creek drainages to
the summit of Ester Dome, then down Sheep Creek to its confluence with Goldstream Creek, then
easterly along Goldstream Creek to Sheep Creek Road, then north on Sheep Creek Road to Murphy
Dome Road, then west on Murphy Dome Road to Old Mwphy Dome Road; then east on Old
Murphy Dome Road to the Elliot Highway, then south on the Elliot Highway to Goldstream Creek,
then easterly along Goldstream Creek to its confluence with First Chance Creek, then up First
Chance Creek to Tungsten Hill, then southerly along Steele Creek to [ITS CONFLUENCE WITH
RUBY CREEK, THEN UPSTREAM ALONG RUBY CREEK TO ESRO ROAD, THEN SOUTH
ON ESRO ROAD TOQ] Chena Hot Springs Road, then east on Chena Hot Springs Road to Nordale
Road, then south on Nordale Road to the Chena River, then along the North bank of the Chena
River to the Moose Creek dike, then southerly along Moose Creek dike to its intersection with the
Tanana River and then westerly along the north bank of the Tanana River to the point of beginning;

(B) the area is open to moose hunting by bow and arrow only;

ISSUE: The March 2000 change in the Fairbanks Management Area boundary unnecessarily
limited hunting opportunity in the areas east of Steele Creek and west of Esro Road. This area has
been safely hunted for years and there was no need for adding this area into the Fairbanks
Management Area. The land is privately owned and is used by only a small number of hunters.

Esro Road is a privately owned road and should not be used to define hunting regulation
boundaries. Listing the road in regulation implies that it is open for public use, which it is not. The
Department of Public Safety’s concern over having definable boundanes which are easy to enforce
made some sense for the area along Steele Creek, south of the Chena Hot Springs Road in a
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WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED? N/A.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? All ethical trappers. Also, those who do not want to have
their sled dogs caught in traps and snares while mushing along these public use trails.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Only uncthical trappers. Again, this is not an anti-trapping
proposal. This proposal addresses the Fairbanks-Nenana-Manley Hot Springs trail, the Dunbar-
Brooks Terminal trail and similar RS2477 trails in Unit 20. Trapping along non-RS2477 trails

such as those trappers typically cut, maintain, and use for their own trapping purposes would not
be affected by this proposal.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? Asking that the department include the reference to the
state law against trapping on RS2477 trails in the next printing of the Alaska Trapping Regulations
Summary booklet. This would be logical to do, but it is preferable to make the change in the
codified regulations for increased clanty for both the public and for resource managers.

Delaying until the next statewide Board of Game meeting scheduled for January 2004. This
solution was rejected because of the specific nature of the problem along the Fairbanks-Nenana-
Manley Hot Springs trail and the Dunbar-Brooks Terminal trail in Unit 20, the need for immediate
action, and the benefit of the board acting on the solution when meeting in the local region.

PROPOSED BY: Doug and Becky Bowers and Tom Delong (1-025-G-033)
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PROPOSAL 136 - 5 AAC 85.020. HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR BROWN
BEAR. Amend this regulation in Unit 26B, as follows:

Within the Dalton Highway Comdor Management Area: one bear every four regulatory years by
drawing permit only. Four permits to be issued. Permittee may only shoot with bow and arrow at
25 yards or less. Wounded bears to be reported to the department.

ISSUE: The brown/grizzly bear population within the Dalton Highway Corridor, in Unit 26B has
declined dramatically over the past few years. A harvest strategy is needed to allow the

brown/grizzly population to recover from depletion. Very few bears are left available for the
viewing public.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The open terrain of the north slope of the
Brooks Range in combination of road access has led to harvest beyond sustained yield. Opening of
the Dalton Highway has attracted more spring and fall gnzzly hunters. Unrestricted harvest and
wounding loss will hold the grizzly population below the carrying capacity.

WILL. THE OQUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

130


















PROPOSAL 142 - 5 AAC 92.530(7)(B). MANAGEMENT AREAS. Amend this regulation to
include the following:

The Dalton Highway Comdor Management Area — Units 20, 24, 25, and 26. No motonized
vehicles, except aircraft, boats, and licensed highway vehicles on_state maintained roads, may be
used to transport game or hunters within the Dalton Highway Corridor Management Area.

ISSUE: Hunters are driving licensed highway vehicles off maintained roads in the Dalton
Highway Cornidor Management Area. Circumventing state statute, restricting off-road vehicle use.
Unchecked ORYV use cannot be sustained in low density game populations.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? Hunters are starting to drive through the
tundra and anadromous fish streams to access areas outside the corridor, with highway vehicles.

Low density populations of moose do not tolerate highly accessible hunting in relatively open
terrain. Expansion of wildemness destruction, into areas which have not had ORV use,

WILL THE QUALITY OF THE RESOURCE HARVESTED OR PRODUCTS
PRODUCED BE IMPROVED?

WHO 1S LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters and nonhunters who want limited game resources
sustained, and destruction of untrampled wilderness limited.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? Those few, but growing numbers of hunters who have “boonie

stomped” trails out of the Dalton Highway Comdor Management Area, with licensed highway
vehicles.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED? There are few solutions to this growing problem.
Season reductions would be too restrictive.

PROPOSED BY: Jack Reakoff (HQ-028-G-016)
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PROPOSAL 143 - 5 AAC 92.530(7). MANAGEMENT AREAS. Amend this regulation in the
Dalton Highway Corridor Management Area as follows:

Equipment: You may not hunt big game with bow unless the arrow is tipped with a broadhead, at
least 20 inches in overall length and 650 grains total weight. For moose and brown/grizzly bear,
arrows must weigh 900 grains total weight.

ISSUE: Wound rate is too high in the Dalton Highway Corridor Management Area. The reduction
in arrow weight has accelerated the wound rate, due to penetration reduction. Lightweight arrows
shoot well at targets, but are inadequate for hunting big game.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The data from the natal study on arrow
penetration in South Africa demonstrated the most lethal arrows are a minimum of 650 grains for
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WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The population will continue to grow and

could exceed the carrying capacity of the habitat, reducing the value of willow browse and
leading to a herd decline.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters will have more opportunity to hunt moose. The
moose population will benefit from either-sex harvests that will balance the herd.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.

OTHER SOLUTIONS CONSIDERED: None.

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Department of Fish and Game (HQ-02S-G-074)
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PROPOSAL 171 - 5 AAC 85.045. HUNTING SEASONS AND BAG LIMITS FOR MOOSE.
Reauthorize the existing antlerless moose season at Nunatak Bench, as follows:

Resident
Open Season
(Subsistence and Nonresident
Units and Bag Limits General Hunts) Open Season
(3)
Unit 5(A), Nunatak Bench Nov. 15-Feb. 15 Nov. 15-Feb. 15

1 moose by registration permit
only; up to 5 moose may be
taken

ISSUE: This proposal to retain the status quo is necessary to continue the any-moose hunting
season at Nunatak Bench in Unit SA. The Nunatak Bench strategic moose management plan calls
for a post-hunt population of 50 moose in this area, and a harvest of 5 moose by 10 hunters,
expending 60 days of effort. An aenal survey conducted in February 2001 revealed 54 moose,
probably near the carrying capacity of the available habitat.

In the 1997 season, 9 permits were issued and only 2 hunters hunted, spending a total of 3 days to
kill 2 bulls. In the 1998 season, 11 permits were issued, and 3 hunters took a total of 7 days to
kill 1 bull. In the 1999 scason 12 permits were issued, and 5 people hunted for a total of 14 days
and did not kill any moose. In the 2000 season 15 permits were issued and 6 hunters took 2 bulls
and 1 cow in 11 days of hunting. Data from the 2001/2002 season is not available at this time.

WHAT WILL HAPPEN IF NOTHING IS DONE? The harvest of moose at Nunatak Bench
will be limited to bulls, contributing to the possibility of skewed sex ratios in the herd.
Furthermore, moose habitat is not abundant in this area and if herd growth is not restricted by a
limited cow harvest, carrying capacity of winter range may be exceeded.

WHO IS LIKELY TO BENEFIT? Hunters will continue to have more opportunity to hunt

moose. The moose population will benefit from either-sex hunts that will help balance the herd
in this area of limited moose range.

WHO IS LIKELY TO SUFFER? No one.
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