




































Figure 2-1, Ahtna Language Area
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Table 6-1           by James Kari 
 

Ahtna Fish Harvesting Devices 
 
Ahtna fish harvest devices or sets of devices are listed. Terms for parts of devices are not listed, or *not covered in this report 
Ahtna dialects: L= Lower, C = Central, U = Upper, W = Western (upper Susitna & Cantwell), MR = Matanuska River;   = root/stem; » semantic shift in A 
lexical distribution: PA = proto-Athabaskan and/or widespread; PAk= pan-Alaskan or most of Alaska; A (Ahtna) + D (Dena’ina), CR = Copper R, TR (Tanana R), MT (Middle Tanana);  
device importance:  x = primary, + = secondary, - = occasional, (-) = not common, Ø = absent, *note covered in this report  
no. Common name and local English 

name 
Ahtna name Literal meaning Lexical 

distribution Distribution & 
device importance  
 L C  U  W MR 

Species of device 
 

Harvest time & conditions Time frame 
of device 

Cultural importance or 
comments 

1.0  salmon dip net ciisi √ A+MT+Eyak x x Ø Ø sockeye, some kings June-July; main CR, from rock ancient to early in Raven story 

1.1 
dip net scaffold nic’a’iltsiini ‘that which is built from 

shore’ 
A x x x Ø Ø –  June-July; at shallows and eddies of 

CR  
ancient to early 
historic 

in Raven story 

2.0 fish wheel ciisi nekeghalts'ełi ‘dip net that revolves’ A x x x Ø Ø all CR fish summer, main CR 1910 to present modern extension of a 
3.0 bridge, fish weir, fish fence hwtsiił ‘instrument made for a PA + + + x Ø various  ancient to early salmon weir if special 

3.1 
fish trap placed in weir (several  
types, sizes), facing downstream  tiz'aani 

‘object that is in water’ PA  + + x + Ø various   ancient to early 
historic 

several size traps were 
made 

3.2 
long weir with salmon traps hwtsiił+ 

łuk’ae tez’aani  
“ + “  - + + Ø Ø sockeye, some king June-July;  choice locations (Tanada 

Ck, Gulkana R at Hwtsiiłgha) 
ancient to 1930s-40s  

3.3* short weir with smaller trap(s), 
trap without weir 

hwtsiił + tsabaey 
tez’aani 

“ + “  + + + + Ø various tsabaey (non 
salmon), silvers 

year-round; slow streams, upper 
Gulkana lakes, Tyone L 

ancient to 1930s-40s  

3.4 
large tapered fish trap or corral 
placed  

tseldii ‘the one at the rectum’ A+D (U) - - + Ø Ø sockeye, kings June-July; below salmon weir in 
shallows 

ancient to early 
historic 

 

4.0* box_like fish trap placed in rock 
dam 

uk'e da'sdlaexi, uk’e 
tay’sdlaexi  

‘Something swims up 
upon it’ 

A - + + + - grayling, sucker, 
rainbow, Dolly V 

early spring, summer; in riffles of 
smaller streams 

ancient to early 
historic 

 

4.1* rock dam ts’es kae nakultsiin ‘it is dammed with  - + +- +- -   ancient to early  
5.0* bundled brush weir taghael ‘bundled in water’ A  + - - Ø Ø trout Taral Ck, others in lower CR 

sidestreams  
ancient via hearsay rare, perhaps in several  

place names 
6.0* fish net tehbiił  ‘underwater snare’ PA (-) + (-) (-) Ø tsabaey Tyone Lake historic to 1950s not used much in CR 
7.0* fish snare tsabaey ggaale’ ‘fish snare’ A - - - - - grayling, sucker summer; sluggish waters and pools ancient to modern  
8.0* funnel chute and dock k’edzi M √ A(M)+TV - - + - Ø whitefish, other fish  fall, spring; slow streams ancient to 1930s  

9.0* whitefish dipnet ’es M, tsabaey 
ciise’CLW 

√;√  PA Ø Ø + Ø Ø whitefish fall, spring in slower, clear streams ancient to 1930s  

10.0 
pronged fish harpoon stl’eni ‘one that is gapped, 

pronged’ 
A+D + + + x + salmon, whitefish summer-fall; stream mouths, lake 

outlets, pools 
ancient to early 
historic 

 

11.0 fish spear with detachable head dinax, dunax ? A+D ?PA + + + x +  summer-fall; lakes  ancient to early 
hi t i

 

12.0 barbed spear dudaay ? A - - - - - salmon, whitefish summer-fall; stream mouths, lakes ancient to early also large game spear 
13.0* jigging hook, baited hook ges CLW;M, 

c’enigets’i 
√; √ PA; PA - - - + - various summer; streams and lakes 

winter; on ice in lakes  
ancient to modern  

13.1* fishing pole nigets’i ten’ ‘hook handle’ A + + + +  +  various all year ancient to present used when traveling 

14.0 
snagging hook; branch hook  
 

saxi, tcen sax ‘one that snags’;‘stick 
that snags’, ‘with hands’ 

A+D - -Ø - - - salmon June-July; eddies and sloughs of CR ancient to present  

15.0 Bare-handed dela’ kae        salmon summer ancient to present  
94


































































































































































































