
Project Background

Through household surveys and interviews, the second year of this project will provide 
comprehensive information about contemporary harvests and uses of fish, wildlife, and 
plant resources, as well as traditional knowledge about these resources, in 10 communities 
situated along the proposed Alaska Liquid Natural Gas (LNG) pipeline route. Proposed 2015 
study communities include Barrow, Nuiqsut, Anaktuvak Pass, Stevens Village, Rampart, 
Tanana, Anderson, Healy, Ferry, and McKinley Park. Traditional knowledge documentation 
will focus on identifying what resources are harvested, harvest locations, and when they 
are harvested. Systematic documentation of this information will help to address long-term 
data gaps regarding the role of wild resources in the lives of residents along the length of 
the proposed pipeline route. This information may also be used as part of the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) review of the proposed project.

Existing documentation of traditional knowledge of local fish, wildlife, and plants is 
variable among proposed communities. Little comprehensive subsistence research has 
been conducted that describes the full range of wild resource harvests and uses in the 
proposed study communities and much of it is old and in need of updating. The potential 
development of Alaska LNG necessitates updated comprehensive information about fish 
and wildlife harvests, uses, and areas of harvest, as well as demographic and economic 
information to understand the role of wild foods and resources in the Alaskan way of life.

The residents of many communities proposed here depend upon the fish, wildlife, and 
plant resources situated along the proposed pipeline route. Previous ADF&G Division of 
Subsistence community harvest modeling exercises estimate that residents of rural Interior 
Alaska harvest on average 320 edible pounds per person while urban Alaska residents 
harvest an estimated 22 edible pounds per person (Fall 2014). Communities proposed 
here are located both outside and within designated nonsubsistence areas; under state 
law residents of nonsubsistence areas are eligible to participate in subsistence hunting and 
fishing outside the nonsubsistence areas. 

The Alaska LNG Pipeline
In order to bring North Slope natural gas to markets overseas, ExxonMobil, ConocoPhilips, 
BP, Transcanada, and the State of Alaska are working in partnership to permit and construct 
a natural gas pipeline and related infrastructure. This would include a purification plant, 
58 mile pipeline from Point Thomson to Prudhoe Bay, 42 inch diameter pipeline that runs 
approximately 800 miles from the North Slope to a liquefaction plant, as well as an LNG 
plant, storage and shipping terminal at Nikiski on Cook Inlet. If built, it would be among the 
world’s largest natural gas development projects. Current cost estimates for the project 
range from $45 to $65 billion.

Subsistence Research Project Partners
This will be a collaborative project between the Division of Subsistence of the Alaska 

Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G), the North Slope Borough Wildlife Department 
(on the North Slope) and the tribal and/or city governments of participating study 
communities. The Division of Subsistence provides information to the public, agencies, the 
Board of Fisheries, and the Board of Game about the role of subsistence hunting and fishing 
in the lives of Alaska residents, including the seasonality, methods, sharing and trading, use 

Alaska LNG Subsistence 
Documentation Project
This project seeks to collect baseline information on the harvests and uses of fish, 
wildlife, and vegetation by communities potentially impacted by the proposed 
pipeline and its infrastructure. Where studies have occurred in the past, it will 
update previously gathered information. 
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areas, cultural and economic values, and trends of subsistence 
harvests and uses. This information is increasingly necessary as 
development projects are proposed throughout rural areas of 
Alaska. 

The Subsistence Division seeks community approval of 
projects from local governments before conducting local 
research. Project partners will hire and train local researchers to 
conduct surveys within each community. Researchers will rely 
upon local governments to identify knowledgeable people for 
key respondent interviews and participant observation trips. 
Household and individual participation in the project will be 
voluntary and based on the principles of informed consent. All 
individual and household responses will be kept confidential 
and all study findings will be compiled and reported at the 
community level.

Each community will have the opportunity to review the data 
and analysis prior to making the summary report final.

Project Goals
This study seeks to document contemporary 

patterns of uses of fish, wildlife, and plant resources, 
and traditional knowledge about these resources, in 10 
communities situated along the proposed pipeline route 
from the North Slope to the Kenai Peninsula.
Project Objectives:

• Estimate annual harvests and uses of wild fish, 
game, and plant resources in a 12-month study period 
by residents of study communities; 

• Map areas used for hunting, fishing, and gathering;

• Collect demographic information including 
community size and composition, ethnicity, 
birthplace, and length of residency in the community;

• Document involvement in the cash economy, 
including jobs and other sources of cash income;

• Evaluate trends in wild resource harvests;

• Collect traditional knowledge observations 
regarding wild resources;

• Conduct preliminary scoping of current and 
potential issues related to hunting and fishing;

• Administer health impact assessment questions 

What We Will Do
We will meet with communities to review project goals, 
objectives, and survey forms. With community approval, 
we will administer comprehensive household surveys 
in 2015. We will map areas used by each household for 
subsistence activities. In interviews with knowledge-
able individuals, we will map areas used historically for 
subsistence and document selected traditional knowl-
edge topics. We will prepare a draft report for review by 
communitities, hold community review meetings of draft 
findings, and prepare a final summary report. We will 
mail summaries to box holders in each community. 
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Project Timeline
August-December 2014: 

Community approval

December 2014-April 2015: 
Harvest surveys

March-Sept. 2015: 
Quality assurance and control, coding of surveys,
data entry and analysis

Sept.-Oct. 2015: 
Finalize data analysis, begin draft final report

Oct.-March 2016: 
Complete draft final report, with community
review

March-June 2016: 
Final report complete, community summaries 
mailed to all boxholders

Healy

Barrow

Tanana

Nuiqsut

Anderson

Anaktuvuk Pass

Stevens Village

Rampart

0 70 14035 Miles

¯


