
SUBSISTENCE HARVESTS OF  

copy of the full report, go to www.subsistence.adfg.state.ak.us , or call the Division of Subsistence of 
ADF&G at 907-267-2353 (Anchorage) or 907-465-4147 (Juneau). 

PACIFIC HALIBUT IN ALASKA, 2006 
 

Division of Subsistence, Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99518 

December 2007 
 
Through a grant from the National Marine Fisheries Service, the Division of Subsistence of the 
Alaska Department of Fish and Game conducted a study to estimate the subsistence harvests of 
Pacific halibut in Alaska in 2006.  The full results of the study appear in Division of Subsistence 
Technical Paper No. 333, “Subsistence Harvests of Pacific Halibut in Alaska, 2006” (December 
2007).  Key points in the report include the following: 
 
• In May 2003, the NMFS published final federal regulations for a subsistence halibut fishery 

in Alaska.  Residents of 117 rural communities and members of 123 tribes are eligible to 
participate.  Fishers must obtain a subsistence halibut registration certificate (SHARC) from 
NMFS before fishing (www.fakr.noaa.gov/ram/subsistence/halibut.htm; 800-304-4846). 

• 2006 was the fourth year in which subsistence halibut fishing took place under these 
regulations.  Information about subsistence halibut harvests in 2003, 2004, and 2005 is 
reported in Division of Subsistence Technical Papers 288, 304, and 320, respectively. 

• To estimate the 2006 harvests, a one-page survey form was mailed to SHARC holders in 
early 2007 or administered in person.  After three mailings and the community visits, 8,426 
of 14,206 SHARC holders (59%) responded. Participation in the survey was voluntary. 

• An estimated 5,909 individuals subsistence fished for halibut in 2006 (see Figure 8, below). 
• The estimated subsistence harvest was 54,089 halibut for 1,125,312 pounds net weight. 
• Of this total, 70% was harvested with setline (stationary) gear (longline or skate) and 30% 

was harvested with hand-operated gear (handline or rod and reel). 
• The largest subsistence harvests occurred in southeast Alaska (Halibut Regulatory Area 2C), 

at 52% of the total, followed by southcentral Alaska (Area 3A) at 34%.  Table 6 and Figure 
17 from the final report (below) give more details on harvests by gear type and area. 

• Based on place of residence of SHARC holders, communities with the largest subsistence 
halibut harvests in 2006 were Kodiak and Sitka (the eligible communities with the largest 
populations) (see Figure 22, below). 

• An estimated 16,945 rockfish were harvested by 1,529 fishers in the subsistence halibut 
fishery in 2006.  Most (68%) were harvested in southeast Alaska. 

• An estimated 2,486 lingcod were harvested by 927 fishers in the subsistence halibut fishery 
in 2006.  Most (59%) were harvested in southeast Alaska. 

• Based on preliminary data from the International Pacific Halibut Commission and this study, 
the estimated halibut removal in Alaska in 2006 was 78.622 million pounds, net weight.  
Subsistence harvests accounted for 1.5% of this total (see Figure 30, below). 

• The report concludes that the project was, overall, a success, with good public outreach, good 
response rates, and a reliable estimate of subsistence halibut harvests. 

• The report recommends that the subsistence harvest study continue for at least one more year 
(for a total of five years) in order to evaluate trends in the fishery. 
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Table 6. Estimated Alaska Subsistence Harvests of Halibut by Halibut Regulatory Area and Subarea Fished and by Gear Type, and Estimated Sport Harvests by SHARC Holders, 2006.
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Harvested2
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Fished
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Harvested2

Estimated 
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Fished
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Fished

Estimated 
Number 

Harvested

Estimated 
Pounds 

Harvested2

Southern Southeast Alaska 2C 2,156 1,374 10,421 246,748 782 3,339 61,173 1,748 13,760 307,921 1,039 3,615 68,241
Sitka LAMP Area 2C 1,026 777 5,180 132,338 284 1,049 15,188 887 6,229 147,526 394 1,246 21,835
Northern Southeast Alaska 2C 908 649 4,838 103,407 285 1,111 21,262 769 5,949 124,670 327 1,058 19,573

Subtotal 2C 3,936 2,721 20,439 482,494 1,333 5,498 97,623 3,298 25,937 580,117 1,731 5,919 109,649

Yakutat Area 3A 84 63 710 15,698 24 197 3,489 70 907 19,187 25 148 2,288
Prince William Sound 3A 375 245 1,693 38,092 146 448 9,873 301 2,141 47,965 180 528 10,084
Cook Inlet 3A 317 76 1,088 23,743 182 2,106 36,222 221 3,194 59,965 162 869 15,156
Kodiak Island Road System 3A 903 520 4,029 95,688 398 2,035 44,700 758 6,064 140,388 469 2,150 48,569
Kodiak Island Other 3A 685 395 3,015 73,342 319 1,712 38,410 591 4,727 111,752 262 1,027 23,505

Subtotal 3A 2,119 1,220 10,535 246,564 1,003 6,498 132,694 1,790 17,033 379,258 1,025 4,723 99,602

Chignik Area 3B 94 49 545 12,351 66 294 5,428 94 838 17,780 22 89 2,482
Lower Alaska Peninsula 3B 206 86 667 11,010 134 896 19,757 193 1,562 30,767 43 273 8,009

Subtotal 3B 298 135 1,211 23,361 198 1,189 25,185 285 2,401 48,547 65 362 10,491

Eastern Aleutians - East 4A 139 53 341 6,888 83 911 19,105 115 1,251 25,993 56 212 3,830
Eastern Aleutians - West 4A 21 6 30 746 18 9 323 21 39 1,069 12 0 0

Subtotal 4A 156 55 370 7,634 98 920 19,428 132 1,290 27,062 68 212 3,830

Western Aleutians - East 4B 12 10 103 2,179 6 19 583 10 122 2,761 2 3 68
Western Aleutians - Other 4B 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Subtotal 4B 12 10 103 2,179 6 19 583 10 122 2,761 2 3 68

St. George Island 4C 20 0 0 0 20 169 3,443 20 169 3,443 0 0 0
St. Paul Island 4C 29 24 333 4,097 8 40 988 29 373 5,085 0 0 0

Subtotal 4C 49 24 333 4,097 28 209 4,430 49 542 8,527 0 0 0

St. Lawrence Island 4D 22 22 223 7,708 9 9 589 22 233 8,297 0 0 0
Area 4D, Other 4D 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Subtotal 4D 22 22 223 7,708 9 9 589 22 233 8,297 0 0 0

Bristol Bay 4E 21 16 40 1,139 10 8 197 18 47 1,336 6 0 0
Yukon/Kuskokwim Delta 4E 358 45 701 7,356 343 5,783 62,050 358 6,484 69,407 10 0 0
Norton Sound 4E 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 9 0 0 0 0 0

Subtotal 4E 379 61 741 8,496 353 5,791 62,247 376 6,531 70,743 16 0 0

Grand totals1
Alaska 6,899 4,226 33,956 782,532 3,007 20,133 342,779 5,909 54,089 1,125,312 2,894 11,219 223,639

1  Setline = longline or skate.  Hand-operated gear = rod and reel or handline.
2  Pounds are net (dressed) weight.  Net weight = 75% of round weight. 
3  Because fishers might fish in more than one area, subtotals for regulatory areas and the state total might exceed the sum of the subarea values. Includes subsistence and sport fishing.

Source:  Alaska Department of Fish and Game, Division of Subsistence, SHARC Survey, 2007.
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Figure  8.  Estimated Number of Alaska Subsistence Halibut Fishers, 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006 by 
Regulatory Area of Tribe or Rural Community
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Figure 17.  Estimated Subsistence Halibut Harvests, Pounds Net Weight, by Regulatory Area Fished, 

2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006
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Figure  22.  Alaska Subsistence Halibut Harvests by Place of Residence, 2006
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Figure  30. Halibut Removals, Alaska, 2006
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 The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities free from discrimination based on race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability.  The department administers all programs and 
activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972.  If 
you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility please write:  ADF&G ADA Coordinator, PO 
Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526 [The department’s ADA Coordinator can be reached via phone at the following numbers: 
(VOICE) 907-465-6077, (Statewide Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) 1-800-478-3648, (Juneau TDD) 907-465-3646, or 
(FAX) 907-465-6078];  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203;  Office of 
Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington DC 20240.  For information on alternative formats and questions on 
this publication, please go to http://www.subsistence.adfg.state.ak.us/ for contact information. 
 


