
SUBSISTENCE HARVESTS OF  
PACIFIC HALIBUT IN ALASKA, 2007 

Division of Subsistence, Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
333 Raspberry Road, Anchorage, AK 99518 

December 2008 
Through a grant from the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), the Alaska Department of 
Fish and Game (ADF&G) Division of Subsistence conducted a study to estimate the subsistence 
harvests of Pacific halibut in Alaska in 2007. The full results of the study appear in the 
Division’s Technical Paper No. 342, “Subsistence Harvests of Pacific Halibut in Alaska, 2007” 
(December 2008). Key points in the report include the following: 
• In May 2003, the NMFS published final federal regulations for a subsistence halibut fishery 

in Alaska. Residents of 117 rural communities and members of 123 tribes are eligible to 
participate. Fishers must obtain a subsistence halibut registration certificate (SHARC) from 
NMFS before fishing (www.fakr.noaa.gov/ram/subsistence/halibut.htm; 800-304-4846). 

• 2007 was the fifth year in which subsistence halibut fishing took place under these 
regulations. Information about subsistence halibut harvests in 2003, 2004, 2005, and 2006 is 
reported in Division of Subsistence Technical Papers 288, 304, 320, and 333, respectively. 

• To estimate the 2007 harvests, a one-page survey form was mailed to SHARC holders in 
early 2008 or administered in person. After three mailings and a series of community visits, 
8,682 of 15,047 SHARC holders (58%) responded. Participation in the survey was voluntary. 

• An estimated 5,933 individuals subsistence fished for halibut in 2007 (Figure 8, below). 
• The estimated subsistence harvest was 53,697 halibut for 1,032,293 pounds net weight. 
• Of this total, 69% was harvested with setline (stationary) gear (longline or skate) and 31% 

was harvested with hand-operated gear (handline or rod and reel). 
• The largest subsistence harvests occurred in Southeast Alaska (Halibut Regulatory Area 2C), 

at 51% of the total, followed by Southcentral Alaska (Area 3A) at 36%. Table 6 and Figure 
17 (below) from the final report give more details on harvests by gear type and area. 

• Based on place of residence of SHARC holders, communities with the largest subsistence 
halibut harvests in 2007 were Kodiak and Sitka (the eligible communities with the largest 
populations) (Figure 22, below). 

• An estimated 15,266 rockfish were harvested by 1,568 fishers in the subsistence halibut 
fishery in 2007. Most (68%) were harvested in Southeast Alaska. 

• An estimated 3,402 lingcod were harvested by 959 fishers in the subsistence halibut fishery 
in 2007. Most (66%) were harvested in Southeast Alaska. 

• Based on preliminary data from the International Pacific Halibut Commission and this study, 
the estimated halibut removal in Alaska in 2007 was 74.389 million pounds, net weight. 
Subsistence harvests accounted for 1.4% of this total (Figure 30, below). 

• The report concludes that the project was, overall, a success, with good public outreach, good 
response rates, and a reliable estimate of subsistence halibut harvests. 

• The report recommends that monitoring of the Alaska subsistence halibut harvest continue in 
order to evaluate trends in the fishery. 

For a copy of the full report, go to www.subsistence.adfg.state.ak.us , or call the Division of Subsistence of 
ADF&G at 907-267-2353 (Anchorage) or 907-465-4147 (Juneau). 
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Figure  8.  Estimated Number of Alaska Subsistence Halibut Fishers, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2006, and 2007 
by Regulatory Area of Tribe or Rural Community
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Figure 17.  Estimated Subsistence Halibut Harvests, Pounds Net Weight, by Regulatory Area Fished, 

2003 - 2007
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Figure  22.  Alaska Subsistence Halibut Harvests by Place of Residence, 2007
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Figure  30. Halibut Removals, Alaska, 2007
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The Alaska Department of Fish and Game administers all programs and activities free from discrimination based on race, color, 
national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, pregnancy, parenthood, or disability. The department administers all programs and 
activities in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Title II of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. If 
you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility please write ADF&G ADA Coordinator, P.O. 
Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526. The department’s ADA Coordinator can be reached via phone at the following numbers: 
(VOICE) 907-465-6077, (Statewide Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) 1-800-478-3648, (Juneau TDD) 907-465-3646, or 
(FAX) 907-465-6078. Or contact the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Suite 300 Webb, Arlington, VA 22203; 
or the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, Washington DC 20240. For information on alternative formats 
and questions on this publication, please go to http://www.subsistence.adfg.state.ak.us/ for contact information. 
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