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2023 Photocensus Results
• Rivest Estimate: 152,296
• +/- 6,852 (95% CI)

– Minimum Count: 148,552

• 2022 – 164,000
• 2021 – 188,000
• 2020 – no census
• 2019 – 244,000
• 2018 – no census
• 2017 – 259,000

3

4

3

4



RC 4 Tab 1.5

3

5

21

15

18
19

15

19

23

12

20

25

11

14
15

9

12

17

14 13

23
22 21

18
17

18
17 17

19
98

19
99

20
00

20
01

20
02

20
03

20
04

20
05

20
06

20
07

20
08

20
09

20
10

20
11

20
12

20
13

20
14

20
15

20
16

20
17

20
18

20
19

20
20

20
21

20
22

20
23

N
um

be
r  

of
 s

ho
rt

 y
ea

rli
ng

s 
: 1

00
 a

du
lts

WAH Short Yearling Survey Results
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Cow Survival:Percentage

Average Cow Survival Cow Survival
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Population Trend
Increasing

Adult Cow Survival
>88%

Calf Recruitment
>22:100

Stable

Adult Cow Survival
80%-88%

Calf Recruitment
15-22:100

Declining

Adult Cow Survival
<80%

Calf Recruitment
<15:100

Management 
Level 

Pop: 200,000+

Harvest: 14,000+

Pop: 230,000+

Harvest: 14,000+

Pop: 265,000+

Harvest: 14,000+

Liberal

Pop: 150,000-
200,000

Harvest: 10,000-
14,000

Pop: 170,000-
230,000

Harvest: 10,000-
14,000

Pop: 200,000-
265,000

Harvest: 10,000-
14,000

Conservative

Pop: 100,000-
150,000

Harvest: 6,000-
10,000

Pop: 115,000-
170,000

Harvest: 6,000-
10,000

Pop: 130,000-
200,000

Harvest: 6,000-
10,000

Preservative

Pop: <100,000

Harvest: <6,000

Pop: <115,000

Harvest: <6,000

Pop: <130,000

Harvest: <6,000

Critical

• Recommended harvest rate at the 
preservative declining level
• ~ 4.6% at 130,000
• ~ 5% at 200,000

• 4.8% harvest of 152,000 
combination of bulls/cows/calves

• At 152,000 treating calves as adults, 
the plan recommends a harvest of up 
to… 7,296 total caribou

• What about harvest ratios? 
• Historically GMU 23 harvest has 

been approximately 70% bulls 
and 30% cows
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• Harvest rates are likely closer to…60% bulls and 40% cows. 
• What are the implications of cow harvest at this level? 
• Suggests harvestable surplus for cows is 1% or less. 
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• What about harvest nonresident harvest? 
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• What about harvest nonresident harvest? 
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Biological Concerns:

• Adult cow survival – below average  
• Harvestable Surplus – below long-term 

average harvest 
• Non-local/Nonresident harvest is a very small 

part of total harvest 
• Better understanding of resident harvest is 

necessary
• Reduction in cow harvest is necessary now and 

one of the few things we can change

18

17

18



RC 4 Tab 1.5

10

Alex Hansen – ADF&G Kotzebue

19

19


