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OPPOSITION TO ARTIFICIAL SALMON ENHANCEMENT AND 

HATCHERIES IN THE YUKON RIVER WATERSHED 

WHEREAS, Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) is an Alaska Native tribal health 
and social services consortium established by the Interior Alaska 
tribes and tribal communities, to provide a unified voice in advancing 
sovereign tribal governments through the promotion of physical and 
mental wellness, education, socioeconomic development and culture 
of the Interior Alaska Native; and 

WHEREAS, We have sustained the role as the stewards of the land and waters for 
at least 11,000 years with the responsibility to protect wildlife and fish 
within our scope of sovereign authority of our tribal governments; and 

WHEREAS, Grounded in our Indigenous/Traditional knowledge and science, tribal 
members have sustainably hunted,·fished, and gathered necessary 
foods and other natural products from the lands and.waters since time 
immemorial; and 

WHEREAS, Like our tribal members, the ecology and genetics of wild salmon of 
the Yukon River are shaped by unique, and nonreproducible or 
replaceable, features of their lands and waters; and 

WHEREAS, The Indigenous people, tribal members, arid rural residents that live 
along the Yukon River and tributaries depend on salmon to provide for 
cultural, spiritual, economic, and nutritional well-being; and 

WHEREAS, The Yukon River Watershed is immense, flowing over 1,980 miles and 
draining an area of approximately 321,500 miles. The salmon­
producing streams·that contribute to the total Yukon River salmon run 
have not been comprehensively documented due to the large size of 
the watershed. As of 2017, 183 Yukon River basin spawning areas 
have been documented, including 79 in the United States and 104 in 
Canada;and 

WHEREAS, The Yukon River Chinook salmon experienced a large commercial 
fishery in 1989-1998 and 2003-2007. Since 2007, Chinook salmon 
productivity has declined. The recent Chinook salmon subsistence 
harvest in 2018-2022 averaged 26,201 fish, a substantial decline from 
previous decades. Since 2008, only summer chum-directed fisheries 
have operated. The decline of salmon harvesting along the Yukon 
River watershed has created tremendous hardship for families that 
depend on Salmon for well-being; and 
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