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RESOLUTION 2024 - 27
Tanana Chiefs Conference Full Board of Directors Q.,&:> 

.z:. Tanana 
Chiefs 
Conference 

OPPOSING THE RELEASE OF WOOD BISON 

IN THE LOWER TANANA 

WHEREAS, Tanana Chiefs Conference (TCC) is an.Alaska Native tribal health 
and social services consortium established by the Interior Alaska 
tribes and tribal communities, to provide a unified voice in advancing 
sovereign tribal governments through the promotion of physical and 
mental wellness, education; socioeconomic development and culture 
of the Interior Alaska Native; and 

WHEREAS, Alaska Fish and Game (ADF&G) designated the Lower Tanana River 
area as one of the approved locations for the release of bison in the 
2013 Environmental Assessment and associated 100) rule for wood 
bison in Alaska; and 

WHEREAS, In 2023, the ADF&G resumed the concept of restoring bison in the 
lower Tanana drainage, initiating a site-specific public planning 
process; and 

WHEREAS, The Environmental Assessment that was developed in cooperation 
with the US Fish and Wildlife Service that ADF&G is using to guide 
restoring the bison is obsolete from over 10 years ago in 2013, had a 
narrow focus and is not integrated with environmental consequences 
or impacts; and 

WHEREAS, The Environmental Assessment states that the State of Alaska will not 
consider reintroducing wood bison to Alaska in the absence of 
Federal regulatory assurance to land owners and land managers that 
such action will not adversely affect resource development activities, 
and ADF&G will develop site specific wood bison management plans 
in cooperation with other State and Federal agencies, land owners, 
local residents, wildlife conservation, and other stakeholders; and 

WHEREAS, Doyon, Limited in January 2024 expressed concern regarding the 
ADF&G's wood bison project, stating that ADF&G exaggerated 
potential benefits to locally affected communities and failed to address 
allocation, impact to resource development, and trespass issues; and 

WHEREAS, The lnnoko herd was reintroduced over 10 years ago, yet the 
promises made by ADF&G regarding the benefits to Tribes have not 
been realized and it has yet to be determined if wood bison herds can 
be successfully established; and 
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