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Regional Sheep Survey Areas

= Regional Sheep Survey Areas

40 – 70 % reduction in the 
number of sheep counted 
in trend survey areas
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 – 2022) 

• 68% of total statewide sheep harvest occurs in Region III

• Average # of sheep hunters = 1,358 (range: 1,038 – 1,557)

• Average # of res sheep hunters = 1,011 (range: 768 –1,131)

• Average res success rate = 29.7% (range: 18.6% –
34.2%)

• Average res sheep harvest = 301 (range: 143 – 376) 
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 –2022) 

• 15.5% – 32.8% of sheep hunters participated in 
consecutive seasons

• 10% of total annual harvest is by hunters who harvest 
in consecutive seasons (range: 8% – 14%)

• 3% of total hunters, harvest in consecutive seasons
(range: 1% – 4%)

Department Comments

• Sheep hunting managed using the conservative full curl 
harvest management strategy:

• male only harvest, restricted to older age classes
• very small segment of the overall population
• compensatory mortality component
• self limiting during population fluctuations
• provides liberal hunting opportunity
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• 2016 – 2021 horn morphometric study:

• 41% – 85% of rams harvested were legal in at least 
one previous hunting season across the region

• Brooks Range: 56% – 82%
• 20A: 41% – 53%
• 19C: 59% – 85% 
• 12: 58% – 67%
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Customary and Traditional Use
Amounts Reasonably Necessary for Subsistence Uses 

• Units 23, 24, 25A, and 26 have a positive finding for customary 
and traditional use of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
75 – 125 sheep

• Unit 19 has a positive finding for customary and traditional use 
of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
1 – 5 sheep
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• Sheep populations have declined across the region

• No biological concerns with full curl harvest management

• Allocative issue: competition/hunter crowding

• Registration permit may result in a small reduction in 
sheep hunters and harvest

• Could displace some hunters to other regions

• Reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses? 

Department Comments
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Regional Sheep Survey Areas

= Regional Sheep Survey Areas

40 – 70 % reduction in the 
number of sheep counted 
in trend survey areas
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 – 2022) 

• 68% of total statewide sheep harvest occurs in Region III

• Average # of sheep hunters = 1,358 (range: 1,038 – 1,557)

• Average # of res sheep hunters = 1,011 (range: 768 –1,131)

• Average res success rate = 29.7% (range: 18.6% –
34.2%)

• Average res sheep harvest = 300 (range: 143 – 376) 
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 – 2022) 

• 15.5% – 32.8% of sheep hunters participated in 
consecutive seasons

• 10% of total annual harvest is by hunters who harvest 
in consecutive seasons (range: 8% – 14%)

• 3% of total hunters, harvest in consecutive seasons
(range: 1% – 4%)
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Department Comments

• Sheep hunting managed using the conservative full curl 
harvest management strategy:

• male only harvest, restricted to older age classes
• very small segment of the overall population
• compensatory mortality component
• self limiting during population fluctuations
• provides liberal hunting opportunity
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Department Comments

• 2016 – 2021 horn morphometric study:

• 41% – 85% of rams harvested were legal in at least 
one previous hunting season across the region

• Brooks Range: 56% – 82%
• 20A: 41% – 53%
• 19C: 59% – 85% 
• 12: 58% – 67%
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Customary and Traditional Use
Amounts Reasonably Necessary for Subsistence Uses 

• Units 23, 24, 25A, and 26 have a positive finding for customary 
and traditional use of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
75 – 125 sheep

• Unit 19 has a positive finding for customary and traditional use 
of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
1 – 5 sheep
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Department Comments

• Sheep populations have declined across the region

• No biological concerns with full curl harvest management

• Allocative issue: competition/hunter crowding

• Registration permit may result in a small reduction in 
sheep hunters and harvest

• Could displace some hunters to other regions

• Reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses? 
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Regional Sheep Survey Areas

= Regional Sheep Survey Areas

40 – 70 % reduction in the 
number of sheep counted 
in trend survey areas
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 – 2022) 

• 68% of total statewide sheep harvest occurs in Region III

• Average # of sheep hunters = 1,358 (range: 1,038 – 1,557)

• Average # of res sheep hunters = 1,011 (range: 768 –1,131)

• Average res success rate = 29.7% (range: 18.6% –
34.2%)

• Average res sheep harvest = 300 (range: 376 – 143) 
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data

• 7% of total hunters harvest more frequently than once 
every 4 years (range: 5% – 9%)

• 24% of total harvest is by hunters who harvest more 
frequently than once every 4 years (range: 19% – 31%)
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Department Comments

• Sheep hunting managed using the conservative full curl 
harvest management strategy:

• male only harvest, restricted to older age classes
• very small segment of the overall population
• compensatory mortality component
• self limiting during population fluctuations
• provides liberal hunting opportunity
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Department Comments

• 2016 – 2021 horn morphometric study:

• 41% – 85% of rams harvested were legal in at least 
one previous hunting season across the region

• Brooks Range: 56% – 82%
• 20A: 41% – 53%
• 19C: 59% – 85% 
• 12: 58% – 67%
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Customary and Traditional Use
Amounts Reasonably Necessary for Subsistence Uses 

• Units 23, 24, 25A, and 26 have a positive finding for customary 
and traditional use of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
75 – 125 sheep

• Unit 19 has a positive finding for customary and traditional use 
of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
1 – 5 sheep
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Department Comments
• Sheep populations have declined across the region

• No biological concerns with full curl harvest management

• Allocative issue: competition/hunter crowding

• Bag limit change may result in a modest reduction in 
sheep harvest

• Could displace some hunters to other regions

• Reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses? 
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= Sheep survey areas

40 – 70 % reduction in the 
number of sheep counted 
in trend survey areas
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e

Delta Sheep Draw Permit Area (GMU’s 20D, 12, 13D) 
Tok Mgmt Area Draw Permit Area (GMU’s 12 and 20D) 
Mt. Harper Draw Permit Area (GMU’s 20D and 20E)
Yukon Charley National Preserve (Federal Closure)

e
Denali National Park (Closed)

Unit 19C (State closure non-residents)
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Units 12, 19, and 20 General Season Hunter and Harvest 
Data (2000 – 2022) 

• Average # of resident hunters = 510 (range: 380 – 665)

• Average # of non-resident hunters = 202 (range 149 – 237)

36

Units 12, 19, and 20 General Season Hunter and Harvest 
Data (2000 – 2022) 

Harvest:
• Average resident sheep harvest = 136 (range 84 – 231)

• Average non-resident sheep harvest = 141 (range 73 –
174)

Success Rates:
• Average resident success rate = 26% (range 17% – 35%)

• Average non-resident success rate = 68% (range 49% –
75%)
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Department Comments

• Sheep hunting managed using the conservative full curl 
harvest management strategy:

• male only harvest, restricted to older age classes
• very small segment of the overall population
• compensatory mortality component
• self limiting during population fluctuations
• provides liberal hunting opportunity
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Department Comments

• 2016 – 2021 horn morphometric study:

• 41% – 85% of rams harvested were legal in at least 
one previous hunting season in units 20A, 19C, and 12

• 20A: 41% – 53%
• 19C: 59% – 85% 
• 12: 58% – 67%
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Customary and Traditional Use
Amounts Reasonably Necessary for Subsistence Uses 

• Unit 19 has a positive finding for customary and traditional use 
of sheep

Combined amounts necessary for subsistence uses of  
1 – 5 sheep
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Department Comments

• No sheep population estimates for any GMU’s

• Trend count survey areas occur in small portions of some 
GMU’s

• Trend count survey occurrence is weather dependent and 
not annually reliable

• Numerous existing draw permit hunts

• BOG guidance on the # of permits issued for each hunt
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Department Comments

• Sheep populations have declined across the region

• No biological concerns with full curl harvest management

• Could displace some hunters to other units or regions

• Reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses in Unit 19? 
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Current legal definition of “full curl horn”

A. The tip of at least one horn has grown through 360 
degrees of a circle described by the outer surface of the 
horn as viewed from the side; or

B. Both horn tips are broken (broomed); or

C. The sheep is at least 8 years of age as determined by 
horn growth annuli
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Regional Sheep Survey Areas

= Regional Sheep Survey Areas

40 – 70 % reduction in the 
number of sheep counted 
in trend survey areas
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 – 2022) 

• 68% of total statewide sheep harvest occurs in Region III

• Average # of resident hunters = 1,011 (range: 768 – 1,131)

• Average # of non-resident hunters = 335 (range 270 – 407)
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Region III Hunter and Harvest Data (2000 – 2022) 

Harvest:
• Average resident sheep harvest = 301 (range 143 – 376)

• Average non-resident sheep harvest = 223 (range 132 –
289)

Success Rates:
• Average resident success rate = 30% (range 19% – 34%)

• Average non-resident success rate = 66% (range 49% –
73%)
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Region III Sheep Sealing Data (2007 – 2023)

• 11.1% of total harvest were rams less than 360 degrees 
and not double broomed (range: 6.5% – 15.6%)

• 6.8% were legal by age only

• 4.3% were rams less than 360 degrees with at least one 
tip present and less than 8 years of age (sublegal take) 
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Department Comments

• Sheep hunting managed using the conservative full curl 
harvest management strategy:

• male only harvest, restricted to older age classes
• very small segment of the overall population
• compensatory mortality component
• self limiting during population fluctuations
• provides liberal hunting opportunity
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Department Comments

• 2016 – 2021 horn morphometric study:

• 41% – 85% of rams harvested were legal in at least 
one previous hunting season across the region

• Brooks Range: 56% – 82%
• 20A: 41% – 53%
• 19C: 59% – 85% 
• 12: 58% – 67%

52

Department Comments

• Sheep populations have declined across the region

• Less legal rams on the landscape

• No biological concerns with full curl harvest management

• Unclear what the effect would be on illegal take

51

52



RC 4 Tab 2.1

27

53

54

53

54



RC 4 Tab 2.1

28

55

56

55

56



RC 4 Tab 2.1

29

57

58

57

58



RC 4 Tab 2.1

30

59

5-yr Average 
Total 
Applications

5-yr 
Average 
Hunter 
Success 
Rate

5-yr 
Average 
Annual 
Harvest

5-yr 
Average 
Permits 
Awarded

Hunt

348590%2535DI351/
352

22,70083%80105DI403/
404
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Amount reasonably 
necessary for subsistenceFindingUnit

---NegativeUnit 12
10–15PositiveUnits 19A and 19B upstream of and excluding the Aniak River 

drainage, and Unit 19D

5PositiveUnits 19A and 19B downstream of and including the Aniak River 
drainage

N/ANegativeUnit 19C
2–6PositiveUnit 19D
1–3PositiveUnits 20A and 20B outside the boundaries of the Fairbanks 

Nonsubsistence Use Area and Unit 20C

1–2PositiveUnit 20D, outside the boundaries of the Fairbanks Nonsubsistence 
Area

N/ANegativeUnit 20E
20–25PositiveUnits 21 and 22
25–35PositiveUnits 23, 24, and 26

N/ANegativeUnit 25A, 25B, 25C
None madePositiveUnit 25D
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(2) a person may not use bait or scent lures within 

(B) one mile of a 

(i) house or other permanent dwelling, except that bait may be used 
within one mile of a cabin if the cabin is on the opposite side of a major river 
system, as identified by the department in the permit, from the bear baiting 
station;
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Bag limitSeasonArea

No limitNov 1–Feb. 28Units 12, 19-21, 24 and 25
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Bag limitSeasonArea

No limitNov 1–Feb. 28 Mar 15Units 12, 19-21, 24 and 25
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Bag limitSeasonArea

No limitNov 1-Jun 10Units 19, 20 (Except 20E), 
21, 24, 25, 26B and 26C

No limitSept 20-Jun 10Units 12 and 20E
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ChangeBag limitProposed
Season

Current 
Season

Area

61 days addedNo limitSept 15-Jun 10Nov 1-Jun 10Units 19, 21, 24 and 
25

46 days addedNo limitSept 15-Jun 10Nov 1-Jun 10Units 20A, 20C, and 
20F

56 days added in the 
beginning of season
10 days reduced at the 
end of season

No limitSept 25-May 31Nov 1-Jun 10Units 20D and 20B 
remainder

221 days reducedNo open seasonNov 1-Jun 10Units 20B, 26B and 
26C
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