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Customary and Traditional Patterns of Harvest and Use
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Positive C&T finding in 1983; reaffirmed in 1992 and 2006



Copper Basin Subsistence
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1978 First state subsistence law directs Boards to provide a 
reasonable opportunity for subsistence uses AS 16.05.258

1985 First Tier II caribou hunt in GMU 13

1990 Change to registration hunt (result of the McDowell Case)

-> 6,825 people obtained permits
-> Allowable harvest reached in 3 days

1991 Tier II hunt implemented; conducted through 2010 (except 
2009)

1993 BOG determined 100% of allowable harvest was the ANS 
and therefore a Tier II hunt was necessary



Pertinent Copper Basin Board Actions: 
2006 - 2011
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2006 Community-based harvest and use pattern 
(2006-170-BOG)

2009 Revised ANS for Nelchina caribou of 600-1,000 animals

2011 Individual, household, or family use pattern
(2011-184-BOG)



Current Tier II regulations
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Under AS 16.05.258, if the harvestable surplus of the game 
population is not sufficient to provide a reasonable 
opportunity for subsistence uses, subsistence users are 
distinguished through limitations based on 2 factors:

1. The customary and direct dependence on the game 
population for human consumption as a mainstay of 
livelihood; and

2. The ability of the subsistence user to obtain food if 
subsistence use is restricted or eliminated.



Current Tier II regulations
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Factor A is up to 85 points (for all Tier II hunts).

The applicant’s “customary and direct dependence on the game 
population for human consumption as a mainstay of livelihood.”

1) Number of years applicant has eaten from or hunted the Tier II 
population (up to 50 pts); 

2) Number of years a member of the applicant’s household has eaten from 
or hunted the Tier II population (up to 10 pts); and 

3) Number of days the applicant has hunted or fished in the Tier II hunt 
area (up to 25 pts).



Current Tier II regulations
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Factor B is up to 55 points.

The “ability of a subsistence user to obtain food if subsistence  
use [of the Tier II population] is restricted.”

1) The availability of food for purchase in the community where most 
of the applicant’s food is purchased (25 pts); and

2) The cost of gasoline where most of the applicant’s gasoline is   
purchased (30 pts).



Current Tier II regulations

Alaska Board of Game
Caroline Brown - March 2023 / RC 4, Tab 1.3 8

Alaska Subsistence Permit
Supplement is produced annually

 Tier II hunts
 Tier II application
 Tier II instructions

Tier II Permit Process

 Applications accepted Nov. 1st
 Application period is 6 weeks
 Permit recipients announced 3rd

Friday of February



Current Tier II regulations
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Tier II Subsistence Hunting Permit
Application

 Completed by the applicant
 General demographic data
 Area (GMU, hunt) specific 

questions



Current Tier II regulations
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Outreach material 
available to explain various 
hunt structures, including 
Tier II



Questions?
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