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The Board of Game adopted these findings at the March 17, 2106 Work Session. )@{
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Findings Related to Proposal 207: Restrictions on the
Use of Aircraft Associated with Sheep Hunting

To address complaints concerning misuse of aircraft, particularly during sheep hunting season,
the Board of Game drafted a proposal to limit aircraft use associated with sheep hunting, later
identified as proposal 207. This proposal was deliberated on during the January 8, 2015 Work
Session Meeting held in Juneau, where the board agreed to schedule the proposal to be addressed
at the February 2015, Central/SW Regional meeting in Wasilla. The Board also held an evening
“town hall” style meeting in February where approximately 165 people participated in a
discussion concerning the use of aircraft during sheep season.

Recognizing there was opposition from those using aircraft and support from hunters that did not
use aircraft, the Board deferred the proposal to the March 2015, Southcentral Region Meeting
held in Anchorage to facilitate additional public comment. Proposal 207 was approved at this
meeting with six members in support and one opposed, following a lengthy public testimony
process.

A special meeting was then held on April 24, 2015 for the purpose of scheduling a future
meeting to rescind the action taken by the Board on proposal 207, at the request of two Board
members. That request was accepted, and a special meeting was held on May 28, 2015 to discuss
the merits of retaining proposal 207. The request to rescind failed; with a vote of two supporting
rescinding and five supporting the proposal.

The adopted language now reads: 5 AAC 92.085. Unlawful methods of taking big game;
exceptions....(8) a person who has been airborne may not take or assist in taking a big
game animal until after 3:00 a.m. following the day in which the flying occurred, and from
August 10 through September 20 aircraft may not be used by or for any person to locate
Dall sheep for hunting or direct hunters to Dall sheep during the open sheep hunting
season, however, aircraft other than helicopters may be used by and for sheep hunters to
place and remove hunters and camps, maintain existing camps, and salvage harvested
sheep.

The purpose of this finding is to clarify the Board’s intent when adopting this restriction and
address some of the commonly heard misinterpretations brought to Board members’ attention
since the regulation became effective July 1, 2015.

Passage of proposal 207 is intended to:

1. Specifically address public complaint that the Board of Game has heard for many decades
regarding the controversial practice of hunting for wildlife from aircraft.

» Since at least the 1970’s the board of game has heard testimony regarding how
hunting from an aircraft has both disrupted the efforts of other hunters through
displacement of animals and also lowered the quality of experience for other hunters
who do not use aircraft as a hunting tool.



