
PROPOSAL 110 
5 AAC 92.037. Permits for falconry. 
Extend the nonresident season for acquiring passage raptors as follows: 

This proposal seeks to modify the nonresident season for acquiring a passage raptor as follows: 

5 AAC 92.037(g)(8). Permits for falconry. 

Current regulation: The annual nonresident season for acquiring a passage raptor is from August 
15th to October 31st 

Proposed regulation: The annual nonresident season for acquiring a passage raptor is from 
September 15 to November 15. 

What is the issue you would like the board to address and why? Change the season dates for 
nonresident falconers to take passage raptors by permit. 

The Alaska Falconers Association (AFA) proposes to change the nonresident season dates to 
acquire a passage raptor to better align the time of taking with the dispersal timing of Gyrfalcons 
from their natal areas, and to reduce the disturbance of nesting sites especially those nest sites 
located north and west of the Brooks Range. 

This proposal is requesting the same season date changes that the Department of Fish and Game 
(ADF&G) recommends in their proposal to the Board of Game on this subject. 

The nonresident season dates were established in 2015 to provide opportunity to take all legal 
falconry species after they leave their natal area (i.e. passage bird), including smaller species that 
disperse in August. ADF&G records show that to date, ten Gyrfalcons and one Northern Goshawk 
have been taken by nonresident falconers. There appears to be little interest in taking other legal 
passage falconry species by nonresidents since most of those species are available in the 
continental United States. Further, individuals of all legal falconry species either remain in Alaska 
year long or remain in Alaska through mid-September and would remain available for nonresident 
falconers even with the change in season dates. 

The following information that has been compiled by ADF&G represents data published by 
Gyrfalcon researchers: 

Gyrfalcons depart their natal area in Alaska in early September (median=27 August, range 15 
August – 6 September., n=20, Seward Peninsula and Denali National Park, McIntyre et al. 2009; 
median=12 September, n=2, Yukon Kuskokwim Delta; Eisaguirre et al. 2014). Current 
nonresident season dates allow recently fledged young that have not yet left their natal areas to be 
taken for approximately three weeks. 

This is a conservation concern because there is substantial legal and illegal interest in obtaining 
white Gyrfalcon nestlings. These birds are extremely valuable through legal captive breeding and 
illegal falconry trades. Having a passage season for nonresident falconers that allows take at or 
near Gyrfalcon nests incentivizes the sharing of sensitive nest site locations as well as the 

Statewide Regulations Proposals



disturbance of these birds during a sensitive time in their life cycle. Further, most of this attention 
is focused on white birds that constitute less than 10% Alaska’s Gyrfalcon population and hence, 
taking a conservative approach to season dates is appropriate for such a small population of birds 
(n < 100) to ensure sustained yield into the future. 

In addition, this proposal asks the Board of Game to extend the season dates later by fifteen days 
to allow additional opportunity for nonresident falconers to access transient passage Gyrfalcons 
migrating through road accessible areas of Western Alaska. 

PROPOSED BY: Alaska Falconers Association (EG-F20-024) 
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